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PREFACE. 


This Manual has been prepared, in order to present, in compact and conve- 
nient form, the important Political Facts of the period to which it refers. It 
mil be found to contain Messages, Proclamations, Orders, Telegrams, Speeches, 
Bills, Propositions, Reports, Constitutional Amendments, Votes, Platforms, and 
sundry Miscellaneous Matters required to make the Record complete. 

It is necessarily confined to those facts which illustrate the positions of parties ; 

and to those propositions upon which votes were taken, and to the more significant 

_ of the latter class. Much material, interesting in itself as part of the history of 

the times, and as showing the precise views of persons, has been omitted, in 

obedience to this rule. I hope, in. a future work, to develop these various features 

of current history. 

The action of all parties on Reconstruction will be found full, and especially 
pertinent to present issues. This Record covers the agency of the President, 
the responses of the people of the lately insui^rectionary States, and the judgment 
of Congress, with the elaborated views of each. 

The Tabular Statements at the close of the Volume have been prepared with 
direct reference to the topics to be discussed this fall. That giving the Votes 
on each Tariff since, and including that of, 1816, by States and Sections, will be 
conceded to be a valuable and interesting contribution to the history of the 
subject ; and that respecting Representation, and the effect of proposed Amend- 
ments to the Constitution, will be of highest utility. 

A glance at the Table of Contents will show the scope of the Work, and the 
variety of facts embraced. In the votes given, the names of Democrats are placed 
■ in italic, that results may be readily analyzed. 

The whole Manual, it is hoped, will be found adapted to the purposes which 
prompted its preparation. 

EDWARD Mcpherson. 

Washinqton City, July 12, 1S66. 
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I. 


CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES. 


Fe the People of the United States, in order to 
form a more perfect Union, establish Justice, 

i insure domestic Tranquillity, provide for the 
common defence, promote the general Welfare, 
and secure the Blessings of Liberty to our- 
selves and our Posterity, do ordain and estab- 

' lish this Constitution for the United States 
of America. 

Abticle I. 

SEcmos L All legislative Powers herein 
ranted shall be vested in a Congress of the 
nited States, which shall consist of a Senate 
id House of Representatives. 
Sjbc. 2. The House of Representatives shall be 
mposed of Members chosen every second Year 
'' tae People of the several States, and the Elec- 
rs in each State shall have the Qualifications 
quisite for Electors of the most numerous 
ranch of the State Legislature. 
No Person shall be a Representative who 
lall not have attained to the Age of twenty- 
ve Years, and been seven Years a Citizen of 
16 United States, and who shall not, when 
Lected, be an Inhabitant of that State in which 
.6 shall be chosen. 

Representatives and direct Taxes shall be ap- 
K>rtioned amon^ the several States which may 
le included within this Union, according to 
iheir respective Numbers, which shall be deter- 
mined by adding to the whole Number of free 
Persons, including those bound to Service for a 
term of Years, and excluding Indians not taxed, 
brse fifths of all other Persons. The actual 
Bnumeration shall be made within three Years 
kter the first Meeting of the Congress of the 
United States, and within every subsequent 
fenn of ten Years, in such Manner as they 
fcall by Law direct. The Number of Repre- 
mtatiyes shall not exceed one for every thirty 
pousand, but each State shall have at Least 
pd Representative; and until such enumera- 
poa shall be made, the State of New Hampshire 
ih&ll be entitled to ohuse three, Massachusetts 
kght, Rhod^ Island and Providence Plantations 
bne, Connecticut five, New York six. New Jer- 
m four, Pennsylvania eigiit, Delaware one, 
Haryland six, Virginia ten. North Carolina five, 
■Oath Carolina five, and Georgia three. 

When vacancies happen in the Representation 
kom any State, thb Executive Authority there- 


of shall issue Writs of Election to fill such Va- 
cancies. 

The House of Representatives shall chuse their 
Speaker and other Officers ; and shall have the 
sole Power of Impeachment. 

Seo. 3. The Senate of the United States shall 
be composed of two Senators from each State, 
chosen oy the Legislature thereof, for six Years; 
and each Senator shall have one Vote. 

Immediately after they shall be assembled in 
Consequence of the first Election, they shall be 
divided as equally as may be into three Classes. 
The Seats of the Senators of the first Class shall 
be vacated at the Expiration of the second Year, 
of the second Class at the Expiration of the 
fourth Year, and of the third Class at the Expi- 
ration of the sixth Year, so that one-third may 
be chosen every second Year ; and if Vacancies 
happen by Resignation, or otherwise, during the 
Recess of the T^egislature of any State, the Ex- 
ecutive thereof may make temporary Appoint- 
ments until the next Meeting of the Legislature, 
which shall then fill such Vacancies. 

No Person shall be a Senator who shall not 
have attained to the Age of thirty Years, and 
been nine Years a Citizen of the United Stat-es, 
and who shall not, when elected, be an Inhab- 
itant of that State for which he shall be chosen. • 

The Vice President of the United States shali 
be President of the Senate, but shall have no 
Vote, unless they be equally divided. 

The Senate shall chuse their other Officers, 
and also a President pro tempore, in the Absence 
of the Vice President, or when he shall exercise 
the Office of President of the United States. 

The Senate shall have the sole Power to trj 
all Impeachments. When sitting for that Pur- 
po^, they shall be on Oath or Affirmation-. 
When the President of the United States is tried, 
the Chief Justice shall preside : And no Person 
shall be convicted without the Concurrence of 
two thirds of the Members present. 

Judgment in Cases of Impeachment shall not 
extend^ further than to removal from Office, and 
Disqualification to hold and enjoy any Office of 
honour. Trust or Profit under the United States: 
but the Party convicted shall nevertheless be 
liable and subject to Indictment, Trial, Judg- 
ment and Punishment, acoordrng to Law. 

Seg. 4. The Times, Places and Manner of hold* 
ing Elections for Senators, lyid RepresentatLveii, 
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shall be prescribed in each State by the Legisla- 
tare thereof ; but the Googress may at any time 
by Law make or alter such Regulations, except 
M to the place of chusing Senators. 

The Congress shall assemble at least once in 
every Year, and such Meeting shall be on the 
first Monday in December, unless they shall by 
<Law appoint a different Day. 

Sec. 5. Each House shall be the Judge of the 
Elections, Returns and Qualifications of its own 
Members, and a Majori^ of each shall consti- 
tute a Quorum to ao Business ; but a smaller 
Number may adjourn from day to day, and may 
be authorized to compel the Attendance of ab- 
sent Members, in sucn Manner, and under such 
Penalties as each House may provide. 

Each House may determine the Rules of its 
Proceedings, punish its Members for disorderly 
Behaviour, and, with the Concurrence of two 
thirds, expel a Member. 

Each House shall keep a Journal of its Pro- 
ceedings, and from time to time publish the 
same, excepting such Parts as may in their Judg- 
ment require Secrecy ; and the Yeas and Nays of 
the Members of either House on any question 
shall, at the Desire of one fifth of those rresent, 
be entered on the Journal. 

Neither House, during the Session of Congress, 
shall, without the Consent of the other, adjourn 
for more'than three days, nor to any other Place 
than that in which the two Houses shall be sitting. 

Sec. 6. The Senators and Representatives shall 
receive a Compensation for their Services, to be 
ascertained by Law, and paid out of the Treas- 
ury of the IJnited States. They shall in all 
Cases, except Treason, Felony and Breach of the 
Peace, be privileged from Arrest during their 
Attendance at the Session of their respective 
Houses, and in going to and returning from the 
same ; and for any Speech or Debate in either 
House, they shall not be questioned in any other 
Place. 

No Senator or Representative shall, during 
the Time for which he was elected, be appointed 
to any civil Office under the Authority of the 
United States, which shall have been created, 
or the Emoluments whereof shall have been en- 
creased during such time ; ai>d no Person hold- 
ina any Office under the United States, shall be 
a Member of either House during his Continu- 
ance ia Office. 

Seo. 7. All Bills for raising Revenue shall 
originate in the House of Representatives ; but 
the Senate may propose or concur with Amend- 
ments as on other Bills. 

Every Bill which shall have passed the House 
of Representatives and the Senate, shall, before 
it becomes a Law, be presented to the President 
of the United States ; If he approve he shall sign 
it, but if not he shall return it, with his Objec- 
tions to that House in which it shall have origi- 
nated, who shall enter the Objections at large on 
their Journal, and proceed to reconsider it. If 
after such Reconsideration two thirds of that 
House shall agree to pass the Bill, it shall be 
sent, together' with the Objections, to the other 
House, by which it shall likewise be reconsid- 
ered, and if approved by two thirds of that 
iHouse, it shall oecome a Law. But in all such 
Gases the Votes of ,both Houses shall be deter- 


mined by yeas and Nays, and the Names of I 
Persons voting for and against the Bill shall 
entered on the Journal of each House reap 
tively. If any BiU shall not be returned 
the President within ten Days (Sundays 
cepted) after it shall have been presented to 
' the Same shall be a law, in like Manner as if! 
had signed it, unless the Congress by their ] 
journment prevent its return, in which C 
shall not be a Law. 

Every Order, Resolution, or Vote to w: 
the Concurrence of the Senate and House 
Representatives may be necessary (except 
question of Adjournment) shall be presented 
the President of the United States ; and be:' 
the Same shall take Effect, sliall be approved 
him, or being disapproved by him, shall be 
passed by two-thirds of the Senate and Hoi 
of Representatives, according to the Rules 
Limitations prescribed in the Case of a Bill. 

Sec. 8. The Congress shall have Power 

To lay and collect Taxes, Duties, Imposts 
Excises, to pay the Debts and provide for 
common Defence and general Welfare of 
United States ; but all Duties, Imposts and 
cises shall be uniform throughout the Unii 
States; 

To borrow Money on the credit of the Unii^ 
States ; " ' 

To regulate Commerce with foreign Natioi 
and among the several States, and with the li 
dian Tribes ; 

To establish an uniform Rule of Natoraliii 
tion, and uniform Laws on the subject of Bsii| 
ruptciee throughout the United States ; 

To coin Money, regulate the Value there^ 
and of foreign Coin, and fix the Standard 
Weights and Measures ; 

To provide for the Punishment of conni 
feiting the Securities and current Coin of 
United States ; 

To establish Post Offices and post Rpads : 

To promote the progress of Science wd 
fnl Arts, by securing for limited Times* to 
thors and Investors the exclusive Right to 
respective Writings and Discoveries ; 

To constitute Tribunals inferior to the sop: 
Court; 

To define and punish Piracies and Feloi 
committed on the high Seas, and Offences agat 
the Law of Nations ; 

To declare War, grant Letters of Marque 
Reprisal, and make Rules concerning Cap 
on Land and Water ; 

.To raise and support Armies, but no Aw ^ 
priation of Money to that Use shall be for' 
longer Term than two years ; 

To provide and maintain a Navy ; ! 

To make Rules for the Government and Be§ 
lation of the land and naval Forces ; 

To provide for calling forth the Militia I 
execute the Laws of the Union, suppress Ins^ 
rections and repel Invasions; 

To provide for organizing, arming, and di 
ciplining, the Militia, and Tor governing so 
Part of wiem as may be employed in the &rYi 
of the United States, reserving to the Stal 
respectively, the Appointment of the Officers, ai 
the Authority of training the Militia accordi] 
to the Discipline prescribed by Congress; 
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> Seat of the QoTemment of tbeUuiUdSt&Us, 
d to eierciee tike Authority over all Placea 
rcbaeed by the Consent of the Leeialatura of 
1 State in which the Sams shall be, for the 
eetion of Forts, Magazines, Areenala, Dook- 
nds, and other needful Buildings; — And 
To make all Laws which nhall be necessary 
d proper for carrying into Execution the fore- 
ine Powers, and ail other Powers vested hy 
to Constitution iu the Government of the United 
ates, or in any Department or Officer thereof. 
Bbo. 9. The Migration or Importation of such 
irsona ae any of the States now existing shall 
ink proper to admit, shall uot be prohibited by 
■a Congress prior to the Year one thousand eight 
btidred and eight, but a Tax or Duty may he 
pposed on such Importation, not exceeding ten 
■llarfl for each Person. 

'The Privilege of the Writ of Habeas Corpus 
lall not be suspended, unless when in Cases of 
fcbellion or Invation the public Safety may re- 
hire it. 

,fio Billof Attainder or ex post facto Law ahall 
1 iiaSBed. 

Ho Capitation, or other direct. Tax shall be 
bd, unlets ID Proportion to the Census or Bnu- 
leratioD herein before directed to be taken. 

So Tax or Duty shall be laid on Articles ex- 
Wed from any State. 

■ ffo Preference shall be given by any Regola- 
fcn of Commerce or Revenue to the Porta of one 
late over those of another ; nor shall Vessels i 
bond to, or from, one State, be obliged to enter, i 
bar, or pay Duties iu another. 
No Money shall bo drawn from the Treaaary. 
tt in Consequence of Appropriations made by 
nw ; and a regular Statement end Account of 

CBeceipts and Expenditures of all public 
Qey shall be published from time to time. 
'Ho Title of Nobility shall be aranted by the 
rnited Btat«s ; and no Person homins any Office 
I Profit or Trust under them, shall, without 
pe Consent of tha Congress, accept of any prea- 
bt, Emolument, OEBce, or Title, of any kind 
niatsvcr, from any King, Prince, or foreign 
Cate. 

^■c. 10. No State shall enter into any Treaty, 
-Bliance, or Confederation ; grant Letters of 
^tarqne and Reprisal; coin Money; emit Bills 
(Credit; make any Thing but gold and silver 
::^^a Tender in Payment of Debts; pass any 
■'^ of Attainder, ex post facto Law, or Law 
tapairing the Obligation of Contracts, or grant 
ty Title of Nobility. 

TIlo StaM shall, witbont the consent of the 
DgreM, lay any Imposts or Duties on Imports 
Exports, except what may be absolutely ne- 
■vy for executing it's inspection Laws : and 
is net Produce of all Duties and Imposts, laid 
V iuy State on Imports or Eiports, shaU be 
Ir the Use of the Treasury of the United States ; 
Id all such Laws shall be subject to the Bevie- 


I Agreement or Compact with another State, or 

; with a foreign Power, or engage in War, unleoi 

actually invaded, or in such imminent Danger 

as will not admit of Delay. 

Abticlb II. 

Seo. 1. The eze<:utive Power ahall be vested 

in a President of the United Slates of Americ*. 

He shall hold his Office during the Term of foor 

Years, and, together with the Vice President, 

cboaen for the same term, be elected ss foUowg 

Each State shall appoint, in such Manner u 
the Legislature thereof may direct, a Number of 
Electors, equal to the whole Number of Senaton 
and Repreaenlatives to which the State may b« 
entitled in the Congress : bat no Senator or 
Representative, or person holding an Office of 
Trust or Profit under the United States, shall he 
appointed an Elector. 

[The Electors shall meet in their respective 
States, and vote by Ballot for two Persons, of 
whom one at least shall not be an Inhabitant 
of the same State with themselves. And they 
shall make a list of all the Persons voted for, 
and of the Number ot Votes for each ; which 
List they ehall sign and certify, and transmit 
sealed to the Seat of the Qovernment of tha 
United States, directed to the Fresident of the 
Senate. The President of the Senate shall, in 
the Presence of the Senate and House of Rep* 


ing Ibe greatest Number of Votes shall he tha 
President, if such Number be a Majority of ths 
whole Number of Electors appointed ; and if 
there be more than one whohaveauoh M.^jority, 
and have an equal Number of Votes, then ths 
House of Representatives shall immediately 
chuse by Ballot one of them for President i and 
if no Person have a Majority, then from the 
five highest on the List the said House shall in 
like Manner chuse the President. But in chna- 
iog the President, the Votes shall he taken by 
States, the Representation from each State hav- 
ing one Vote ; A Quorum for this Purpose shall 
consist of a Member or Members from two-third* 
of the States, and a Majonty of all the Statsa 
shall be necessary to a Choice. In every Case, 
after the Choice of the President, the Person 
having the greatest Number of Votes ol tha 
Electors shall he the Vice President, But if 
there should remain two or more who have equal 
Votes, the Senate shall chuse from them by 
Ballot the Vice President.*] 

The Congress may determine the Time ot 
ohuaing the Electors, and the Day on whid^ 
they shall give tlieir Votes ; which Day shall ba- 
the same throughout tha Unit«d States. 

No Person except a natural born Citizen, or a 
Citizen of the Unit«d States, at the time of th» 
Adoption of this Constitution, shall be eligibly 
to the Office of President; neither shall any 
Person be eligible to that Office who shall not 
have attained to the Age of thirty-five Years, 
and been fourteen Years a Resident within the 
United States. 

In Case of the Removal of the President from 
Office, or of his Death, Resignation, or Inability 
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to discharge the Powers and Duties of the said 
Office, the same shall devolve on the Vice Presi- 
dent, and the Congress may hy Law j)ro vide for 
the^Case of Removal, Death, Kesiornation, or In- 
ability, both of the President and Vice Piiesident, 
declaring what Officer shall then act as Presi- 
dent, and such Officer shall act accordingly, 
until the Disability be removed, or a President 
shall be elected. 

The President shall, at stated Times, receive 
for his Services, a Compensation, which shall 
neither be encreased nor diminished during the 
Period for which he shall have been elected, 
and he shall not receive within that Period any 
other Emolument from the United States, or any 
of them. 

Before he enter on the Execution of his Office, 
he shall take the following Oath or Affirmation : — 

'• I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will 
faithfully execute the Office of President of the 
United States, and will to the best of my Ability, 
preserve, protect and defend the Constitution of 
the United States." 

Seo. 2. The President shall be Commander in 
Chief of the Army and Navy of the United 
States, and of the Militia of the several States, 
when called into the actual Service of the United 
States; he may require the Opinion, in writing, 
•f the principal Officer in eacn of the executive 
Departments, upon any Subject relating to the 
Duties of -their respective Offices, and he shall 
have Power to grant Reprieves and Pardons for 
Offences against the United States, except in 
Cases of Impeachment. 

He shall have Power, by and with the Advice 
and Consent of the Senate, to make Treaties, 
provided two thirds of the Senators present 
.concur ; and he shall nominate, and by and 
iwith the Advice and Consent of the Senate, shall 
appoint Ambassadors, other public Ministers- 
aria Consuls, Judges of the supreme Court, and 
all other Officers of the United States, whose 
Appointments are not herein otherwise provided 
for, and which shall be established by Law : but 
the Congress may by Law vest the Appointment 
of such inferior Officers, as they think proper, in 
the President alone, in the Courts of Law, or in 
the Heads of Departments. 

I The President shall have Power to fill up all 
Vacancies that may happen during the Recess 
of the Senate, by granting Commissions which 
shall expire at the End of their next Session. 

Sec. 3. He shall from time to time give to the 
Congress Information of the State of the Union, 
and recommend to their Consideration such 
Measures as he shall judge necessary and expe- 
dient ; he may, on extraordinary Occasions, con- 
vene both Houses, or either of them, and in 
Case of Disagreement between them, with Re- 
spect to the Time of Adjournment, he may 
adjourn them to such Time as he shall think 
proper ; he sliall receive Ambassadors and other 
public Ministers; and he shall take Care that 
the Laws be faithfully executed, and he shall 
Commission all the officers of the United States. 

Sec. 4. The President, Vice President and all 
<Hvil Officers of the United States, shall be re- 
moved from Office on Impeachment for, and 
Conyietion of. Treason, Brioery, or other high 
Crimes and Misdemeanors. 


Article III. 

Sec. 1. The judicial Power of the Uniti 
States, shall be vested in one supreme Court, 
in such inferior Courts as the Congress may frc 
time to time ordain and establish. The Jud^ 
both of the supreme and inferior Courts, bI 
hold their Offices during good Behavior, 
shall, at stated Times, receive for their Servic 
a Compensation, which shall not be diminisl 
during their Continuance in Office. 

Sec. 2. The judicial Power shall extend to 
cases, in Law and Equity, arising under this Coi 
stitution, the Laws of the United States, ai 
Treaties made, or which shall be made, unc 
their Authority ; — to all Cases affecting Ambi 
sadors, other public Ministers, and Consuls ;- 
all Cases of admiralty and maritime Jurisdii 
tion; — to Controversies to which the Unit 
States shall be a Party ; — to Controversies 
tween two or more States ; — between a State ai 
Citizens of another State ; — between Citizens i 
different States, — between Citizens of the sai 
State claiming Lands under Grants of differei 
States, and between a State or the* Citizei 
thereof, and foreign States, Citizens or SabjectiJ 

In all Cases affecting Ambassadors, other pub- 
lie Ministers and Consuls, and those in which i 
State shall be Party, the supreme Court shall 
have original Jurisdiction. In all the otbaj 
Cases before mentioned, the supreme Court shj 
have appellate Jurisdiction, both as to Law an^ 
Fact, with such Exceptions, and under sue' 
Regulations as the Congress shall make. 

The Trial of all Crimes, except in Cases 
Impeachment, shall be by Jury ; and such Tri 
shall be held in the State where the said Grinw 
shall have been committed ; but when not coi 
raitted within any State, the Trial shall be^ 
such Place or Places as the Congress may ' 
Law have directed. 

Sec. 3. Treason against the United States, sbj 
consist only in levying War against them, ori 
adhering to their Enemies, giving them Aid an 
Comfort. No Person -shall be convicted of Ti 
son unless on the Testimony of two Witnes 
to the same overt Act, or on Confes.sion in op< 
Court. 

The Congress shall have Power to declare 
Punishment of Treason, but no Attainder 
Treason shall work Corruption of Blood, or FoC 
feiture except during the Life of the Person ai 
tainted. ^ 

Aeticle IV. 

Sec. 1. Full Faith and Credit shall by giv* 
in each State to the public Acts, Rt^cords, aoi 
judicial Proceedings of every other State. An 
the Congress mav by general Laws prescribe tti 
Manner in whicn such Acts, Recoras and Pre 
ceedings shall be proved, and the Effect thereo 

Sec. 2. The Citizens of each State shall heel 
titled to all Privileges and Immunities of Citizen 
in the several States. 

A Person charged in any State with Treasol 
Felony, or other Crime, who shall flee from JnH 
tice, and be found in another State, shall d 
Demand of the executive Authority of the St»< 
from which he fled, be delivered up, to be K 
moved to the State having Jurisdiction of til 
Crime. 

N^ Person held to Service or Laboux in <MB 
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Itate, under the Laws thereof, escaping into 
lother, shall, in Consequence of any Law or 
Regulation therein, he discharged from such Ser- 
ice or Lahour, hut shall he delivered up on 
[aim of the Party to whom such Service or 
, _Abour may be due. 
J Seo. 3. New States may be admitted by the 
flongress into this Union ; but no new State shall 
(e formed or erected within the Jurisdiction of 
JKQy other State ; nor any State formed by the 
unction of two or more States, or Parts of States, 
without the Consent of the Legislatures of the 
Btates concerned as well as of the Congress. 

The Congress shall have Power to dispose of 
jknd make all needful Rules and Regulations 
respecting the Territory or other Property be- 
longing to the United States ; and nothing in 
this Constitution shall be so construed as to Pre- 
judice any Claims of the United States, or of any 
"particular State. 

Sec. 4. The United States shall guarantee to 
j^«very State in this Union a Republican Form of 
tCrovernment, and shall protect each of them 
>Bgainst Invasion; and on Application of the 
^Legislature, or of the Executive (when the Le- 
gislature cannot be convened) against domestic 
f Violence. 

Abtiole V. 

. The •ongress, whenever two thirds of both 

^Houses shall deem it necessary, shall propose 

! Amendments to this Constitution, or, on the Ap- 

iplication of the Legislatures of two thirds of the 

, several States, shall call a Convention for pro- 

' posing Amendments, which, in either Case, snail 

1 06 valid to all Intents and Purposes, as Part of 

I this Constitution, when ratified by the Legisla- 

. tures of three fourths of the several States, or 

j by Conventions in three fourths thereof, as the 

I one or the oth^ Mode of Ratification may be 

proposed by the Congress; Provided that no 

Amendment which may be made prior to the 

Tear one thousand eight hundrea and eight 

shall in any Manner afiSct the first and fourth 

Clauses in the Ninth Section of the first Article ; 

and that no State, without its Consent, shall be 

deprived of its equal Suffrage in the Senate. 

' Article VI. 

All Debts contracted and Engagements en- 
^ tered into, before the Adoption oithis Constitu- 

* tion, shall be as valid against the United States 
under this Constitution, as under the Confedera- 

^tion. 

■ This Constitution, and the Laws of the United 
States which shall be made in Pursuance there- 
j of; and all Treaties made, or which shall be 
I made, under the authority of the United States, 
^ ihall be the supreme Law of the Land ; and the 
I Judges in every State shall be bound thereby, 
J any Thine in the Constitution or Laws of any 
1 State to the Contrary notwithstanding. 

* ^ The Senators and Representatives before men- 
k tioned, and the Members of the several State 

Legislatures, and all executive and judicial OflEi- 
eers, both of the United States and of the several 
States, shall be bound by Oath or Affirmation, 
^ to support this Constitution ; but no religious 
' Test shall ever be required as a Qualification 
to any Office or public Trust undei: the United 
States. 


Abtkjlb VII. 

The Ratification of the Conventions of nine 
States, sllall be sufficient for the Establishment 
of this Constitution between the States so ratify- 
ing the Same. 

Amendments. 

Abt. 1. Congress shall •make no law respectr 
ing an establishment of religion, or prohibiting 
the free exercise thereof ; or abridging the free- 
dom of speech, or of the press ; or the right of 
the people peaceably to assemble, and to peti- 
tion the Government for a redress of grievances. 

Abt. 2. A well regulated Militia, being neces- 
sary to the security of a free State, the right of 
the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be 
infringed. 

Abt. 3. No Soldier shall, in time of peace be 
quartered in any house, without the consent of 
tiie Owner, nor in time of war, but in a manner 
to be prescribed by law. 

Abt. 4. The right of the people to be secure 
in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, 
against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall 
not be violated, and no Warrants shall issue, but 
upon probable cause, supported by Oath or affir- 
mation, and particularly describing the place 
to be searched, and the persons or things to be 
seized. 

Abt. 5. No person shall be held to answer for 
a capital, or otherwise infamous crime, unless on 
a presentment or indictment of a Grand Jury, 
except in cases arising in the land or naval forces, 
or in the Militia, when in actual service in time 
of War or public danger ; nor shall any person* 
be subject lor the same offence to be twice put 
in jeopardy of life or limb ; nor shall be com- 
pelled in any Criminal Case to be a witness 
against himself, nor be deprived of life, liberty, 
or property, without due procoss of law ; nor 
shall private property be taken for public use, 
without just compensation. 

Abt. 6. In all criminal prosecutions, the ac- 
cused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and pub- 
lic trial, by an impartial jury of the State and 
district wherein the crime shall have been com- 
mitted, which district shall have been previously 
ascertained by law, and to be informed of the 
nature and cause of the accusation ; to be con- 
fronted with the witnesses against him ; to have 
Compulsory process for obtaining Witnesses in 
his favour, and to have the Assistance of Coun- 
sel for his defence. 

Abt. 7. In Suits at common law, where the 
value in controversy shall exceed twenty dol- 
lars, the right of trial by jury shall be preserved, 
and no fact tried by a jury shall be otherwise 
re-examined in any Court of the United States, 
than according to the rules of the common law. 

Abt. 8. Excessive bail shall not be required, 
nor excessive fines be imposed, nor cruel and un- 
usual punishments inflicted. 

Abt. 9. The enumeration in the Constitution, 
of certain rights, shall not be construed to deny 
or disparage others retained by the people. 

Abt. 10. The powers not delegated to the 
United States by the Constitution, nor prohibi- 
ted by it to the States, are reserved to the States 
respectively, or to the people. 

Abt. 11. The Judicial power of the United 
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States shall not Be construed to extend to any 
«ait in law or equity, commenced or prosecuted 
against one of the tjnited States bv Cftizens of 
atnother State, or by Citizeils or Subjects of any 
Foreign State. 

Aet. 12. The IJlectors shall meet in their 
respective states, and vote l)y ballot for Presi- 
dent and Vice-Presid^t, one of whom, at least, 
shall not be an inhabitant of the same state 
With themselves; they shall name in their 
ballots the person voted for as President, and in 
distimjt ballots the person voted for as Vice- 
President, and they shall make distinct lists of 
all persons voted for as President, and of all 
persons voted for as Vice-President, and of the 
liTimber of votes for each, which lists they shall 
sign and certify, and transmit sealed to the seat 
of the government of the United States, directed 
to the President of the Senate ;— The President 
of the Senate shall, in presence of the Senate 
and House of Representatives, open all the cer- 
tificates and the votes shall then be counted ; — 
The person having the greatest number of votes 
for President, shSil be the President, if such 
number be a majority of the whole number of 
Electors appointed ; and if no person have such 
majority, tnen from the persons having the 
highest numbers not exceeding three on the list 
of those voted for as President, the House of 
Representatives shall choose immediately, by 
ballot, the President. But in choosing the 
President, the votes shall be taken by states, 
the representation from each state having one 
Vote ; a quorum for this Purpose shall consist of 
a member or members from two thirds of the 
states, and a majority of all the states shall be 
necessary to a choice. And if th^ House of Rep- 
resentatives shall not choose a President when- 
ever the right of choice shall devolve upon them, 
before the fourth day of March next lollowinff, 
then the Vice-President shall act as President, 
as in the case of the death or other constitutional 
disability of the President. The person having 
the greatest number of votes as Vice-President, 
shall be the Vice-President, if sucih number be a 
majority of the whole number of Electors ap- 
pointed, and if no person have a majority, then 
ttom the two highest numbers on the list, the 
fitenate shall choose the Vice-President ; a quo- 
rum for the purpose shall consist of two thirds 
<rf the whble number of Senators, and a majority 
of the whole number shall be necessary to a 
choice. But no person constitutionally ineligi- 
ble to the office of President shall be eligible to 
tltat of Vice-President of the United States. 


Itx, Seward's Ciertifloate of the Anti-SlaTery 
' jijnen^enli known as the 13th Amendment, 

IniiLiAU E. 0EWA.BB, BBOBETABY OF STATE OF 
THE UNITED STATES, 

To all to whom these presents may come, greetind : 

Know ye, thAt wnereas the Congress of tne 

United States on the 1st of February last passed 

a resolution which is in the worcis following, 


"A resolution submitting to the Legisla 
of the several States a proposition to amend 
Constitution of the UnitedT States. 

" Resolved by the Senate and House of R ^ 
sentatives of the United States of America 
Congress assembled, {two-thirds of both Hot 
concurring,) That the following article be pr 
posed to the Legislatures of the several States 
an amendment to the Constitution of the Uni' 
States, which, when ratified by three four 
of said Legislatures, shall be valid, to all inte 
and purposes, as a part of the said Constituti 
namely : 

Article XIII. 

*'Seo. 1. Neither slavery nor involuntai 
servitude, . except as a punishment for crim 
whereof the party shall have been duly coi 
victed, shall exist within the United States, 
any place subject to their lurisdiction. . 

"Sec. 2. Congress shall have power to enfori^ 
this article by appropriate legislation." 

And whereas it appears from official doci 
ments on file in this Department that tl 
amendment to the Constitution of the Unit 
States, proposed as aforesaid, has been ratifie 
by the Legislatures of the States of Illinoi 
Rhode Island, Michigan, Maryland, New Yorl 
West Virginia, Maine, Kansas, Massachuset 
Pennsylvania, Virginia, Ohio, Missouri, Nevac 
Indiana, Louisiana, Minnesota, Wisconsin, Ver-j 
mont, Tennessee, Arkansas, Connecticut, Nei 
Hampshire, South Carolina, Alabama, Nort 
Carolina, and Georgia — in all, twenty-sevc 
States ; 

And whereas the whole number of States ii 
the United States is thirty-six, and whereas th^ 
before specially-named States, whose Legislature 
have ratified the said proposed amendment, con^ 
stitute three-fourths of the whole number m^ 
States in the United States : 

Now, therefore, be it known that I, William 
H. Sewardj Secretary of State of the UniteJ 
States, by virtue and m pursuance of the seconj 
section of the act of Congress approved tlui 
twentieth of April, eighteen hundred an^ 
eighteen, entitled "An act to provide for th| 
publication of the laws of the United States and 
for other purposes," do hereby certify that thfl 
amendment aioresaid has become valid, to all 
intents and purposes, as a part of the Constitution 
of the United States. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set mj 
hand and caused the seal of the Department of: 
State to be affixed. 

Done at the city of Wswhington this eighteentl 

day of December, in the year of our Lore 

[seal] one thousand eight hundred and sixtr 

five, and of the Independence of tn( 

United States of America the ninetieth. 

William H. Sewaed, 

Secretary of State, 

[New Jersey, Oregon, California and Iowa 
ratified subsequently to the date of this certifi- 
cate, as did Florida in the same form as Sooth 
Carolina and Alabama.] 


SIDENT JOHNSOFS ORDERS AND PROCLAMATIONS 


ting Commeroial Interoonrse with In^ 
irrectionary States, April 29, 1865. 

Executive Chamber, 
Washington, April 29, 1865. 
g desirous to relieve all loyal citizens and 
sposed persons, residing in insurrectionary 
from unnecessary commercial restrictions, 
encourage them to return to peaceful pur- 
Tt is hereby ordered : 

lat all restrictions upon internal, domes- 
l coastwise commerci^ intercourse be dis- 
led in such parts of the States of Tennes- 
rginia. North Carolina, i:k>uth Carolina, 
1, Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, and so 
>f Louisiana as lies east of the Mississippi 
is shall be embraced within the lines of 
il military occupation, excepting only such 
ions as are imposed by acts of Congress 
^ulations in pursuance thereof, prescribed 
Secretary of the Treasury, and approved 
President; and excepting also from the 
f this order the following articleo contra- 
f war, to wit : arms, ammunition, all arti- 
>m which ammunition is manufactured, 
liforms and cloth, locomotives, cars, rail- 
Dn, and machinery for operating railroads, 
ph wires, insulators, and instruments for 
ng telegraphic lines. 

^11 existing military and naval orders in 
inner restricting internal, domestic, and 
ise commercial intercourse and trade with 
e localities above named be, and the same 
reby revoked; and that no military or 
)fficer, in any manner, interrupt or inter- 
th the same, or with any boats or other 
engaged therein, under proper authority, 
Qt to the regulations of the Secretary of 
saeury. 

Akdbew Johksok. 


Lve Order fbr the Trial of the Alleged 
isins of President Idneoln, May 1, 1866. 

Executive Chambee, 
Washington City, May 1, 1865. 
reas, the Attorney General of the United 
hath given his opinion : 
the persons implicated in the murder of 
3 President, Abraham Lincoln, and the 
ted assassination of the Honorable Wil- 
[. Seward, Secretarjr^ of State, and in an 
conspiracy to assassinate other officers of 
deral Government at Washington city, 
3ir aiders and abettors, are subject to the 
;tion of, and lawfully triable before, a mili- 
mmission : 

Ordered: 1st, That the Assistant Adju- 
meral detail nine competent military offi- 
serve as a commission for the trial of said 

, m^ that th^ JudgQ AdvQQ^t^ Qeoeral 


proceed to prefer charges against said parties for 
their alleged offences, and bring them to trial btf- 
fore said military commission ; that said trial or 
trials be conducted by the said Judge Advocate 
General, and as recorder thereof, in person, sdded 
by such assistant and special judge advocatefet^ 
jEis he may designate ; and that said trials be 
conducted with all diligence consistent with thd 
ends of justice : the said commission to sit with- 
out regard to hours. 

2d. That Brevet Major General Hartranft be 
assigned to duty as special provost marshal: 
general, for the purpose of said trial, and ai^ 
tendance upon said commission, and the execa-- 
tion of its mandates. 

3d. That the said commission establish such' 
order or rules of proceedings as may avoid un- 
necessary delay, and conduce to tihe ends of pub- 
lic justice. 

Andeew Johnsoh. 

cedes fob the exeotttion of the sentence of 
the commission. 

Executive Mansion, July 5, 1865, 
The foregoing sentences in the cases of David 
E. Herold, 5. A. Atzerodt, Lewis Payne, Michael 
O'Laughlin, Edward Spangler, Samuel Arnold, 
Mary E. Surratt and Samuel A. Mudd, are here- 
by approved, and it is ordered that the sentences 
of said David E. Herold, G. A. Atzerodt, Lewis 
Payne, Mary E. Surratt and Samuel A. Mudd, 
be carried into execution by the proper military 
authority, under the direction of the Secretary of 
War, on the 7th day of July, 1865, between thef 
hours of 10 o'clock, a. m., and 2 o'clock, p. m., Of 
that day. It is further ordered, that tne pris*- 
oners, Samuel Arnold, Samuel A. Mudd, Edwu^l 
Spangler, and Mi<!hael O'Laughlin be confined ikt 
hard labor in the Penitentiary at Albany, Ne^ 
York, during the period dQsignated in their reja-* 
pective sentences. 
. Andbew Johnson, President, 

[By an order dated July 15, the place of con- 
finement, as to the four last mentioned, was 
changed to the " military prison at Dry Tortia- 
gas, Florida."] 

For the Arrest of Jefferson Davis, Clemont 0» 
Clay, and others. May 2, 1865. 

Whereas it appears from evidence in the Bo^ 
reau of Military Justice that the atrocious mnr^ 
der of the late President, Abraham Lincoln, and| 
the attempted assassination of the Honorable 
William H. Seward, Secretary of State, were m-? 
cited, concerted, and procured by and betweeitt 
Jefferson DavLs, late of Bichmond, Virginia, and 
Jacob Thompson, Clement 0. Clay, Beverly 
TuQker, George N, SawidQW, WUliwa C, Clfiwy» 
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and other rebela and traitors against the Got- 
ornment of the United StSites, harbored ia 
(^ada: 

Now. therefore, to the end that juatice may 
be done, I, Andrew Johnson, Presideat of the 
United States, do offer and promise for the arrest 
of said persona, or eiClmr of them, withia the 
limits of the Uolted t!tat«s, to that the; can be 
broaght to trial, the following rewards ; 

One hundred thousand dollars for the arrest 
of Jefferson Davis. 

Twenty-five tlionaand dollars for the arrest of 
Clemeat C. Clay* 

Twenty-five thonsand dollars for the arreat of 
Jacob TliompsoD, late of Missiasippi. 

Twanty-fiva thouaand dollars for the arreat of 
George N. Sandera. 

Twentv-five thoua^d dollars for the arrest of 
Beverly Tucker. 

Tea thousand dollars for the arrest of William 
C. Cleary, late clerk of Clemeat C. Clay. 

The Provost Marshal General of the United 
States is directed to cause a description of said 
persons, with notice of the above rewards, to be 
poblisbed. 

In Mslimony whereof, I have hereunto set my 
band and caused the seal of the United States to 
be affixed. 

Done at the cily of Washington this second 
day of May, in the year of our Lord one 


States of America the eighty-ninth. 

Ahdbew Johhsou, 
By the President: 

W. HuETBB, Acting Secretary of State, 

bMntive Older to Rs-eitablisb the AnthorLty 
of tlLS United Btataii and Exeouts tht Laws 
vithin the OeogrtpUoal Limlti known u the 
Btate of Virginia. 

BxEOUTITE CBAMBEB, 

Waskisotos City, May 9, 1805. 
Oedeeed — First. That all acts and procetd- 
inga of the political, military, and civil orginiza- 
fcras which have been in a atateof insurrection 
■nd . rebellion, within the State of Virginia,, 
•gainst the authority and laws of the XTnited 
States, and of which Jefferson Davis, John 
Letcher, and William Smith were late the respec- 
tive chiefs, are declared null and void. AO 
Ctom who shall exercise, claim, pretend, or .it 
pt to exercise any political, military, or civil, 
power, authority, jurisdiction, or right, liy, 
ttirongh, or under Jefferson Davis, late of the 
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HcMiEsJutliiDi by the Uuitsd i^tilei. 
Hlaue reiHtt rscetpt and eiecntloD of Itala order. 
»j onlet at the PrMUonl of the Dutlnd State.: 

E. U. T0WN3BND, 


federates, or under any pretended political, tnili 
tary, or civil commission or authority iaeued h 
■' ;m, or either of them, since the 17th day i ^ 

iril, 1861. shall he deemed and taken aa ii 

>ellion against the United States, and shallb 
dealt with accordingly. f 

Second. That the Secretary of State proce* . 

put in force all laws of the United States, t^ 
[ministration whereof belongs to the Depart ' 
tnent of State, applicable to the geograpbica 
limits aforesaid. 

I?drd That the Secretary of the Treasui] ■ 
proceed, without delay, to nominate for appoint ■ 
mant, asssf^ora of taxes end coilectom of custom 
andinternalreveaue, andsuchotherofficersofth ; 
Treasury Department aa are authorized by lav ' 
and ahall put into execution the revenue laws o 
the Unitea States withia the geographical limib 
aforesaid. In making appointments, the pref 
erence shall be given to qualiEed loyal person 
residing within the distriota where their respe» 
tive duties are to be performed. But if suitabll 
persons shall not he found residents of the di* 
tricts, then persons residing in other States oi 
districts shall be appointed, 

Fowth. That the Postmafiter General shall' 
proceed to establish post offices and post routaa, 
and pat into execution the postal laws of tha 
United States within the said Slates, giving to 
loyal residents the preference of appointment; 
but if aaitable persons are not found, then to ap- 
point agents, ic. from other States. 

Fyik. That the district judge of said district 
proceed to hold courts within said btate, in 
accordance with the provisions of the acta oi 
Congress. The Attoroev General will instruct 
the proper officers to libel and bring to jadgmenl^ 
confiscation, and sale, property auDJect to confis- 
cation, and enforce the administration of justi<i4 
withinsaid State, in all matters civil and criminal 
within the coguiiance and jurisdiction of th* 
Federal courts. 

Siath, That the Secretary of War assign snch 
assistant provost marshal general, and such' 
provost marshals in each district of said &tat« 
Its be may deem necessary. 

Seventh. The Secretary of the Navy will tak» 
possession of ail public property belonging to 
the Navy Department within said geographical 
limilB, and put in operation all ar.ts of Congre* 
in relation to naval affaire having appUcatioD 
to the said State. 

Eighth. The Secretary of the Interior wiH 
also put in force the lawa relating to the Depart- 
ment of the Interior, 

Ninth. That to carry into effect the goaraotee 
of the Federal Constitution of a republican Ibrin 
of State government, and afford the aiivantage 
and secunty of domestic laws, as well as to com- 
plete the re-establisbtnent of the authority of tha 
laws of tha United States, and the full and com- 
plete restoration of peace within the hmita afore- 
said, Francis H, Pierpoint, Governor of the State 
of Virginia, will be aided by the Federal Govern- 
ment, so far as may he necessary, in the lawful 
measures which he may take for the eitenaioo 
and administration of the State Government 
tbrou^out the geographical limits of said Stata^ 
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icj In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my 
X r„.- T hand and caused the seal of the United 
,. IK^-J states to be affixed. 

Andrew Johhson. 
r^By the President: 

W. HuNTEE, Acting Secretary of State. 

Equality of -Bights with all Maritime Nations, 
^ May 10, 1866. 

Whereas the President of the United States, 
by his proclamation of the nineteenth day of 
April, one thousand eight hundred and sixty- 
one, did declare certain States therein mentioned 
in insurrection against the Government of the 
United States ; 

And whereas armed resistance to the authority 
of this Government in the said insurrectionary 
States may be regarded as virtually at an end, 
and the persons by whom that resistance, as well 
as the operations of insurgent cruisers, were di- 
rected, are fugitives or captives ; 

And whereas it is unaerstood that some of 
those cruisers are still infesting the high seas, 
and others are preparing to capture, burn, and 
destroy vessels of tne United States : 

Now, therefore, be it known, that I, Andrew 
Johnson, President of the United States, hereby 
enjoin all naval, military, and civil officers of 
the United States, diligently to endeavor, by all 
lawful means, to arrest the said cruisers, and to 
bring them into a port of the United Staij^js, in 
order that they may be prevented from com- 
mitting further depredations on commerce, and 
that the persons on board of them may no 
longer enjoy impunity for their crimes. 

And I further proclaim and declare, that if, 
after a reasonable time shall have elapsed for 
this proclamation to become known in tne ports 
of nations claiming to have been neutrals, the 
said insurgent emitters and the persons on board 
of them ^nall continue to receive hospitality in 
the said ports, this Government will aeem itself 
justified in refusing hospitality to the public 
vessels of such nations in ports of the United 
States, and in adopting such other measures as 
may be deemed advisable towards vindicating 
the national sovereignty. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my 
hand and caused the seal of the United States to 
be affixed. 

Bone at the city of Washington, this tenth day 

of May, in the year of our Lord one 

r 1 thousand eight hundred and sixly-five, 

'■ ' '^ and of the independence of the United 

States of America the eighty-ninth. • 

Andrew Johnson. 
By the President : 

W. HuNTEB, Acting Secretary of Stati, 

Commeroial Interconrse and the Blockade, May 

22, 1865. 

Whereas, by the proclamation of the President 
of the eleventh day of April last, certain ports 
of the United States therein specified, which had 
previously been subject to blockade, were« for 
objects of public safety, declared, in conformity 
with previous sf)ecial legislation of Congress, to 
be closed against foreign commerce during the 
national will, to be thereafter expressed and 
made known by the President; and whereas 


events and circumstances have since occorred 
which, in my judgment, render it expedient to 
remove that restriction, except as to the ports of 
Galveston, La Salle, Brazos de Santiago (Point 
Isabel,) and Brownsville, in the State of Texas : 

Now, therefore, be it known that I, Andrew 
Johnson, President of the United States, do here- 
by declare that the ports aforesaid, not excepted 
as above, shall be open to foreign commerce 
from and after the first day of July, next ; that 
commercial intercourse with. the said ports may, 
from that time, be carried on, subject to the lawa 
of the United States, and in pursuance of such 
regulations as may be prescribed by the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, if, however, any vessel 
from a foreign port shall enter any of the before- 
named exceptea ports in the State of Texas, she 
will continue to be held liable to the penalties 
prescribed by the act of Congress approved on 
the thirteenth day of July, eighteen hundred 
and sixty-one, ana the persons on board of her 
to such penalties as may be incurred, pursuant 
to the laws of war, for trading, or attempting to 
trade, with an enemy. 

And I, Andrew Johnson, President of. the 
United States, do hereby declare and make known 
that the United States of America do, henceforth, 
disallow to all persons trading, or attempting to 
trade, in any ports of the United States in vio- 
lation of the laws thereof, all pretence of bel- 
ligerent rights and privileges, and I give notice 
that, from the date of this proclamation, all 
such offenders will be held and dealt with as 
pirates. 

It is also ordered that all restrictions npon 
trade heretofore imposed in the territory of the 
United States east of the Mississippi river, save 
those relating to contraband of war, to the 
reservation of the rights of the United States to 
property purchased in the territory of an enemy, 
and to the twenty-five per cent, upon purchases 
of cotton, are removea. All provisions of the 
internal revenue law will be carried into effect 
under the proper officers. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my 
hand and caused the seal of the United States to 
be affixed. 

Done at the city of Washington, this twenty- 
second day of May, in the year of our 
Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
[seal.] sixty-five, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the eighty- 
ninth. 

Andbew Johnson. 

By the President : 
W. HuNTEB, Acting Secretary of State, 

Of Amnesty, May 29, 1865. 

Whereas the President of the United States, 
on the 8th day of December, A. D. eighteen 
hundred and sixty-three, and on the 26tn day 
of March, A. D. eighteen hundred and sixty- 
four, did, with the object to suppress the exist- 
ing rebellion, to induce all persons to return to 
their loyalty, and to restore the authority of the 
United States, issue proclamations offering am- 
nesty and pardon to certain persons who haii 
directly, or by implication, participated in.th^ 
said rehejlion ; and whereas many persons whp 
had so engaged in said rebellion, nave, 8in09;&o 
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isdniftnce of said proclamatiottd, failed or neg- of governors of Stales in inSnrrection agiihst 

lected to take the benefits offered thereby ; and the United States. 

whereas many persons who have been justly de- 10th. All persons who left their homes withitf! 

prived of all claim to amnesty and pardon there- the jurisdiction and protection of the United" 

under by reason of their participation, directly States, and passed beyond the Federal militdi^f- 

or by implication, in said rebellion, and con- lines into the pretended confederate States for 

tinned hostility to the Government of the United the purpose of aiding the rebellion. 

States since the date of said proclamations, now 11th. All persons who have been engaged iii 

desire to apply for and obtain amnesty and the destruction of the commerce of the United 

pardon : States upon the hi^h seas, and all persons who 

To the end, therefore, that the authority of have made raids into the United States front 

the Government of the United States may be Canada, or been engaged in destroying the com- 

restored, and that peace, order, and freedom may merce of the United States upon the lakes and 

be established, I, Andrew Johnson, President of rivers that separate the British Provinces from 

the United States, do proclaim and declare that the United States. 

I hereby grant to all persons who have, directly 12th. All persons who, at the time when they 

or indirectly, participated in the existing rebel- seek to obtain the benefits hereof by taking the 

lion, except as hereinafter exce|)ted, amnesty and oath herein prescribed, are in military,' naval, or 

pardon, with restoration of all rights of property, civil confinement, or custody, or under bonds of 

•xcept as to slaves, and except iii cases where the civil, military^ or naval authorities, or agente 

legal proceedings, under the laws of the United of the United States, as prisoners of war, or per- 

States providing for the confiscation of property sons detained for offences of any kind, either 

of persons engaged in rebellion, have been msti- before or after conviction, 

tuted; but upon the condition, nevertheless, 13th. AH persons who have voluntarily par^ 

that every such person shall take and subscribe ticipated in said rebellion, and the estimated 

the following oath (or affirmation), and thence- value of whose taxable property is over twenty 

forward keep and fnaintain said oath inviolate ; thousand dollars. 

and which oath shall be registered for permanent 14th. All persons who have taken the oath 
preservation, and shall be of the tenor and effect of amnesty as prescribed in the President's pro- 
following, to wit: clamation of becember 8, A. D. 1863, or an 

"I, . do solemnly swear (or affirm), oath of allegiance to the Goyernm^^^ the 

in presence of Almighty God, that I will hence- F°^^®^ 5<^^t' ^'T ^t^ "^^^V^i '^l^ Prj>cl^"?a- 

forth faithfully support, prbtect, and defend the 1'^^'/^,^ ^^° thencfeforward kept and main- 

Constitution of the United States, and the union ^^'^^ *5®i*mi? "^^^^l^te. 

of the States thereunder; and that I will, in ^T'^f^' Jb at special application may be 

like manner, abide by and faithfully support aU "S^f^ *^ *^® President for pardon by any person 

laws and proclamations which have been made belonging to the excepted cWs; and such 

during the existing rebellion, with reference to clemency will be liberally extended a« mav be 

the emancipation of slaves : So help me God." consistent with the fa<5ts of the ca^e and the 

^ ^ peace and dignity of the United States. 

The following classes of persons are excepted The Secretary of State will establish rules and 

from the benefits of this proclamation : regulations for administering and recording said 

1st. All who are or shall have been pretended amnesty oath, so as to insure its benefit to the 

civil or diplomatic officers or otherwise domestic people, and guard the Government against 

or foreign agents of the pretended government, fraud. 

2d. All who left judicial stations under the ^^ testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my 

United States to aid the rebellion. hand, and caused the seal of the United States 

3d. All who shall have been military or naval to be affixed, 

officers of said pretended confederate govern- Done at the City of Washington, the twenty- 

inent above the rank of colonel in the army, or ninth day of May, in the year of our 

liiBUtenant in the navy. Fseal 1 ■''^ord one thousand eight hundred and 

4tH. All who left seats in the CongAss of the *• *"' sixty-five, andof the Independence of 

United States to aid the rebellion. the United States the eighty-ninth. 

6th. All who resigned or tendered resignations Andeew Johnsou. 

of their commissions in the army or navy of the ^7 t^® President : 

United States, to evade duty m resisting the William H. Sewabd, Secretary of State, 

rebellion. — 

6th. All who have engaged in any way in oieoulab. 

triiating otherwise than lawfully as prisoners of Depaetment or State, 

war, persons found in the United States service Washington, May 29, 1865. 

$JB officers, soldiers, seamen, or in other capaci- Sie : A copy of the President's amnesty proc- 

ties. lamation Of this date is herewith appended. By 

7th. All persons who have been or are absen- a clause in the instrument, the Secretary of 

tees from the United States for the purpose of State is directed to establish rules and regula- 

aiding the rebellion. tions for administering and recording the am- 

8th. All military and naval officers, in the nesty oath, so as to insure its benefit to the peo- 

Mbel service, who were educated by the Govern- pie and guard the Government against fraud. 

xdent in the Military Academy at West Point or Pursuant to this injunction, you are informed 

tb)» United States Naval Academy. that the oath prescribed in the proclamation 

Sth* All persons who held the pretended offices may be taken and subscribed before any cojait- 
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J UtisBioned oflftcer. civil, military, or naval, in the restore said State to its constitutional relations 

•ervice of the llnited States, or any civil or mili- to the Federal Government, and to present such 

■^ taiy officer of a loyal State or Territory, who, a republican form of State government as will 

i^l>y the laws thereoi, may be qualified for admin- entitle the State to the guarantee of the United 

ijiitering oaths. All oflacers who receive such States therefor, and its people to protection by 

i:. oaths are hereby authorized to give certified the United States against invasion, insurrection, 

■copies thereof to the persons respectively by and domestic violence; Provided, that in any 

iiwnom they were made. And such officers are election that may be hereafter held for choosing 

tc hereby required to transmit the originals of such delegates to any State convention, as aforesaid, 

'- oaths, at as early a day as may be convenient, no person shall be qualified as an elector, or 

•:; to this Department, where they will be depos- shall be eligible as a member of such convention, 

^sited, and remain in the archives of the Govern- unless he shall have previously taken the oath 

itfjDent. A register thereof will be kept in the of amnesty, as set forth in the President's proc- 

ci Department, and on application, in proper cases, lamation of May 29, A. D. 1865, and is a voter 

eettificates will be issued of such records in the qualified as prescribed by the Constitution and 

K eostomary form of official certificates. laws of the State of North Carolina, in force 

^^* I am, sir, your obedient servant, immediately before the 20th day of May, 1861, 

' William H. Sewaed. the date of the so-called ordinance of secession ; 

- and the said" convention when convened, or the 

i'lffrinting William W.HoldenProviBional Gov- Legislature that maybe thereafter assembled, 
' • emor of North Carolina, Kay 29, 1866. will prescribe the qualification of electors, and 
Whereas the fourth section of thefourth article the eligibility of persons to hold office under the 
of the Constitution of the United States declares Constitution and laws of the State, a power the 
ttiat the United StMes shall guarantee to every people of the several States composing the Fed- 
State in the Union a republican form of gov- ^^^\ Union have rightfully exercised from the 
emment, and shall protect each of them against origin of the Government to the present time, 
invasion and domestic violence ; and whereas ^^^ ^ ^o hereby direct : 
the Presideilt of the United States is, by the Con- First That the military commander of the 
stitution, made commander-in-chief of the army Department, and all officers and persons in the 
and navy, as well as chief civil executive officer military and naval service aid and assist the 
of the United States, and is bound by solemn said Provisional Governor in carrying into effect 
oath faithfully to execute the office of President this proclamation, and they are enjoined to ab- 
of the United States, and to take care that the stain from, in any way, hindering, impeding, or 
laws be faithfully executed ; and whereas the discouraging the loyal people from the organiza- 
rebellion, which has been waged by a portion of tion of a State Government, as herein authorized, 
the people of the United States against the Second. That the Secretary of State proceed to 
^ properly constituted authorities of the Govern- put in force all laws of the United States, the 
: ment thereof, in the most violent and revolting administration whereof belongs to the State De- 
^ fonn, but whose organized and armed forces partment, applicable to the geographical limits 
, have now been almost entirely overcome, has, aforesaid. 

I in its revolutionary progress, deprived the people Third. That the Secretary of the Treasury 
^ of the State of North Carolina of all civil gov- proceed to nominate for appointment assessors of 
• emment ; and whereas it becomes necessary and taxes and collectors of customs and internal rev- 
'■' proper to carry out and enforce the obligations enue, and such other officers of the Treasury 
of the United States to the people of North Department as are authorized by law, and put 
f Carolina, in securing them in the enjoyment of in execution the revenue laws of the United 
' a republican form of government : States within the geographical limits aforesaid. 
Now, therefore, in obedience to the high and In making appointments, the preference shall be 
Bolemn duties imposed upon me by the Consti- given to qualified loyal persons residing within 
tution of the United States, and for the purpose of tne districts where their respective duties are to 
enabling the loyal people of said State to organ- be performed. But, if suitable residents of the 
ixe a State government, whereby justice may be districts shall not be found, then persons residing 
established, domestic tranquillity insured, and in other States or districts shall be appointed, 
loyal citizens protected in all their rights of life. Fourth. That the Postmaster General proceed 
liberty, and property, I, Andrew Johnson, to establish post offices and post routes, and put 
President of the United States, and Commander- into execution the postal laws of the United 
in-Chief of the army and navy of the United States within the. said State, giving to loyal resi- 
States, do hereby appoint William W. Holden dents the preference of appointment ; but if suit- 
Provisional Governor of the State of North able resiaents are not found, then to ap][)oint 
Carolina, whose duty it shall be, at the earliest agents, Ac, from other States, 
practicable period, to prescribe such rules and Fifth. That the district judge for the judicial 
■ regulations as may be necessary and proper for district in which North Carolina is included pro- 
'■ convening a convention, composed of delegates ceed to hold courts within said State, in accord- 
to be chosen by that portion of the people of ance with the provisions of the act of Congress, 
said State who are loyal to the United States, The Attorney General will instruct the proper 
and no others, for the purpose of altering or officers to libel, and bring to judgment, confisca- 
aneiiding the constitution thereof; and with an- tion and sale, property subject to confiscation, 
fiiority to exercise, within the limits of said State, and enforce the administration of justice within 
iU the power? necessary and propet to enable said State in all matters within the cognizance 
such loyal people of the State of North Carolina to ftnd jurisdiction of the Federal courts. 
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Sixth. That the Secretary of the Navy take 
possession of all public property belonging to 
Mie Navy Department, within said geographical 
limits, and put in operation all acts of Congress 
in relation to naval affairs having application to 
the said State. 

Seventh. That the Secretary of the Interior 
put in force the laws relating to the Interior 
department, applicable to the geographical limits 
aforesaid. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my 
hand and caused the great seal of the United 
States to be affixed. 

Done at the city. of Washington, this twenty- 
ninth day of May, in the year of our 
Ft. al ^°^^ ^^® thousand eight hundred and 
»" * *•' sixty-five, and of the Independence of the 
United States the eighty-ninth. 

Andrew Johnsoh. 
By the President : 

William H. Seward, Secretary of State. 

1865, June 13 — A like proclamation was issued, 
appointing William L. Sharkey, Pro- 
visional Governor of Mississippi. 

1865, June 17 — James Johnson appointed Pro- 
visional Governor of Georgia. 

1865, June 17 — Andrew J. Hamilton appointed 
Provisional G-overnor of Texas. 

1865, June 21 — Lewis E. Parsons appointed 
Provisional Governor of Alabama. 

1865, June 30 — Benjamin F. Perry appointed 
Provisional Governor of South Caro- 
lina. 

1865, July 13 — ^William Marvik appointed 
Provisional Governor of Florida. 


Orders Bespecting Freedmen. 

Executive Mansion, 
Washington, D. C, June 2, 1865. 
Whereas, By an act of Congress, approved 
March 3, 1865, there was established in the War 
Department a Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, 
ana Abandoned Lands, and to which, in accord- 
ance with the said act of Congress, is committed 
the supervision and management of all aban- 
doned lands, and the control of all subiects relat- 
ing to refugees and freedmen from rebel States, 
or from any district of country within the lerri- 
tory embraced in the operations of the army, 
under such rules and regulations as may be pre- 
scribed by the head of tne bureau, and approved 
by the President ; and whereas, it appears that 
the management of abandoned lands, and sub- 
jects relating to refugees and freedmen, a(s afore- 
said, have been, ana still are, by orders based 
on military exigencies, or legislation based on 
previous statutes, partly in the hands of military 
officers disconnected with said bureau, and part- 
ly in charge of officers of the Treasury Depart- 
ment ; it is therefore Ordered, That all officers 
of the Treasury Department, all military officers 
and others in the service of the United States, 
turn over to the authorized officers of said bu- 
riBau all abandoned lands and property contem- 
plated in said act of Congress, approved March 
third, eighteen hundred and sixtjr-five, estab- 
lisbing the Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and 
Abandoned Lands, that may now be under or 
within their control. They will also turn over 
to such officers all funds collected by tax or 


otherwise for the benefit of refugees or freedmen 
or accruing from abandoned lands or prope 
set apart for their use, and will transfer to th 
all official records connected with the admini 
tration of affairs which pertain to said Burei 

Andrew Johnson. 
By order of the Secretary of War : 

E. D. TowNSEND, AssH Adft GeneraL . 

Circular No. 15. 

• 

War Department, i 

Bureau Refugees, Freedmen, ^ 

AND Abandoned Lands, .^ 

Washington, D. C, September 12, 1865. iq 

I. Circular No. 13, of July 28, 1865, from thif 
bureau, and all portions of circulars from tl 
bureau conflicting with the provisions of tl 
circular, are hereby rescinded. 

II. This bureau has charge of such '* tracts 
land within the insurrectionary States as sh: 
have been abandoned, or to which the Uni 
States shall have acquired title by conflscatioSi 
or sale, or otherwise,' and no such lands now in; 
its possession shall be surrdtfdered to any claim' 
ant except as hereinafter provided. 

III. Abandoned lands are defined in secti 
2 of the act of Congress approved July 2, 1864^ 
as lands, " the lawful owner whereof shall be 
voluntarily absent therefrom, and engaged either 
in arms or otherwise in aiding or encouraging.- 
the rebellion." 

IV. Land will not be regarded as confiscatei 
until it has been condemned and sold by decree 
of the United States court for the district is. 
which the property may be found, and the titla 
thereto thus vested in tne United States. 

V. Upon its. appearing satisfactorily to any 
assistant commissioner that any property undev 
his control is not abandoned as above definecl, 
and that the United States has acquired no titl« 
to it by confiscation, sale or otherwise, he will 
formally surrender it to the authorized claimaai 
or claimants, promptly reporting his action to 
the Commissioner. 

VI. Assistant commissioners will prepare accu- 
rate descriptions of all confiscated and aoandoned 
lands under their control, keeping a record there^ 
of themselves, and forwarding monthly to the 
Commissioner copies of these descriptions in the 
manner prescribed in circular No. 10, of Julyi 
11, 1865, from this bureau. 

They will set apart so much of said lands as is 
necessary for the immediate use of loyal refu- 
gees and freedmen, being careful to select for thii 
purpose those lands wnich most clearly fall 
under the control of this bureau, which selection 
must be submitted to the Commissioner for his! 
approval. 

The specific division of lands so set apart into 
lots, ana the rental or sale thereof, according to 
section 4 of the law establishing the bureau, will 
be completed as soon as practicable, and reported 
to the Commissioner. 

VII. Abandoned lands held by this bureau, 
may be restored to owners pardoned by the Pres- 
ident, by the assistant commissioners, to whom 
applications for such restoration should be for- 
warded, so far as practicable, through the super| 
intendents of the districts in which the lands ari 
situated. 
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application mnst be accompanied by — 
ilviaence of special pardon by the Presi- 
r a copy of the oath of amnesty pre- 
in the President's proclamation of May 
5, when the applicant is not included in 

the classes tuerein excepted from the 

of said oath. 
*roof of title. 

rs of the bureau through whom the ap- 
a passes will indorse thereon such facts 
assist the assistant commissioner in his 
., stating especially the use made by the 
of the land. 

. No land under oultivation by loyal 
i or freedmen will be restored under this 
, until the crops now growing shall bo 
for the benefit of the cultivators, unless 
1 just compensation be made for their 
id its proaucts, and for their expendi- 

0. 0. IIOWARD, 
Major General, Commissioner. 
oved: Andrew Johnson, 

President of the United States. 


» Betnrn to FersonB Pardoned, of their 
Property. 

Executive Office, August 16, 1865. 
jctfully returned to the Commissioner 
iau Refugees, Freedmen, &c. The records 
office show that B. B. Leake was spe- 
lardoned by the President on the 27th 
and was thereby restored to all his rights 
erty, except as to slaves. Notwithstand- 
, it is understood that the possession of 
porty is withheld from him. I have, 
■e, to direct that General Fisk, assistant 
sioner at Nashville, Tennessee, be in- 
l by the Chief Commissioner of Bureau 
dmen, &c., to relinquish possession of the 
Y of Mr. Leake, held by him as assistant 
doner, &c., and that the same be imme- 
restored to the said Leake. The same 
vUl be had in all similar cases.* 
Andrew Johnson, 

President United States. 
>. Howard, 
2j. General, ComW Freedmen' s Affairs. 

ing Commercial Interconrso, and the 
ession of tho Hebellion in tho State of 
SBoe, June 13, 1865. 

eas by my proclamation of the twenty- 
)f April, one thousand eight hundred 
:ty-five, all restrictions upon internal, 

ct from letter of Oeucnvl Howard, April 23, 1866, 

resolutluu of the House of Uepre^ieatatives of 
1866: 

nplylng with those definite instructions, the bn- 
been compcjllod to p «rt with tho greater portion of 
rty onco under its control. Except in tho very 
wliere property has been actually nold under tlio 
ly 17, 18G2, an:l in that portion of South Carolina 
^ia cnibncod in tho provisions of Ouneral Slicr- 
ild Order No. 15, ita tenure of property has been too 

1 to justi.y allotments to freedmen. 

Acres, 
seized nnder act of July, 1862, and re- 

by this bnrcau 16,452 

3d i)ropcrty allotted to freedniou and re- 

jy thla bureau 14,652 

dU iiroperty not allotted to freedmen re- 

iiy ihia bvreau...^ 400,000 

430,104" 


domestic, and commercial intercourse, with cer- 
tain exceptions therein specified and set forthj 
were removed " in such parts of the States of 
Tennessee, Virginia, North Carolina, , South 
Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, 
and 80 much of Louisiana as lies east of the 
Mississippi river, as shall be embraced within 
the lines of national military occupation ; * *" 

And whereas by my proclamation of the 
twenty-second of May, one thousand eight 
hundred and sixtv-five, for reasons therein given, 
it was declared that certain porta of the United 
States which had been previously closed against 
foreign commerce, should, with certain specified 
exceptions be reopened to such commerce, on 
and after tho first day of July next, subject to 
the laws of the Unitea States, and in purstiance 
of such regulations as might be prescribed by 
the Secretary of the Treasury ; 

And whereas I am satisfactorily informed, 
that dangerous combinations against the laws of 
the United States no longer exist within the 
State of Tennessee ; that the insurrection here- 
tofore existing within said Stata has be«n sup- 
pressed ; that within the boundaries thereof tne 
autliority of the United States is undisputed ; 
and that such officers of the United States as 
have been duly commissioned are in the undis- 
turbed exercise of their official functions : 

Now, therefore, be it known that I, Andrew 
Johnson, President of the United States, do 
hereby declare that all restrictions upon in- 
ternal, domestic, and coastwise intercourse and 
trade, and upon the removal of products of 
States heretofore declared in insurrection, re- 
serving and excepting only those relating to 
contraband of war, as hereinafter recited, and 
also those wkich relate to the reservation of the 
rights of the United States to property purchased 
in the territory of an enemy, heretofore im- 
posed in the territory of tho United States east 
of the Mississippi river, are annulled, and I do 
hereby direct that they be forthwith removed; 
and that on and after the first day of July next 
all restriction upon foreign commerce with said 
ports, with the exception and reservation afore- 
said, be likewise removed ; and that the com- 
merce of such States shall be conducted under 
the supervision of the regularly appointed 
officers of the customs provided oy law ; and 
such officers of the customs shall receive any 
captured and abandoned property that may be 
turned over to them, unaer the law. by the 
military or naval forces of the United IStates, 
and dispose of such property as shall be directed 
by the Secretary of the Treasury. 

The following articles contraband of war are 
excepted from the effect of this proclamation : 
arms, ammunition, all articles from which 
ammunition is made, and gray uniforms and 
cloth. 

And I hereby also proclaim and declare that 
the insurrection, so far as it r-elates to, and 
within the State of Tennessee, and the inhabi- 
tants of the said State of Tennessee as re-organ- 
ized and constituted under their recently adopted 
constitution and re organization, and accepted 
by them, is suppressed, and therefore, also, that 
ail the disabilities and disqualifications attach- 
ing to said State and the inhabitants thereof 


¥ 


POLITIOAL MANXJAIi. 


conseqiQent Dpon any proclamations, issued by 
virtue of the fifth section of the act entitled " An 
act further to provide for the collection ef duties 
on imports and for other purposes," approved 
the thirteenth day of July, one thousand eight 
hundred and sixty-one, are removed. 

But nothing herein contained shall be consid- 
ered or construed as in any wise changing or 
impairing any of the penalties and forfeitures 
for treason heretofore incurred under the laws 
of the United States, or any of the ^ provisions, 
restrictions, or disabilities set forth in my proc- 
lamation, bearing date the twenty-ninth day of 
May, one thousand eight hundred and sixtv- 
five, or as impairing existing regulations for the 
suspension of the habeas corpus, and the exercise 
of military law in cases where it shall be neces- 
sary for the general public safety and welfare 
during the existing insurrection ; nor shall this 
proclamation affect, or in any way impair, any 
laws heretofore passed by Congress, and duly 
approved by the President, or any proclamations 
or orders, issued by him, during the aforesaid in- 
surrection, abolishing slavery, or in any way 
affecting the reMions of slavery, whether of per- 
sons or of property ; but on the contrary, all 
such laws and proclamations heretofore made or 
issued are expressly saved, and declared to be in 
full force and virtue. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my 
hand, and caused the seal of the United States to 
be affixed. 
Done at the city of Washington, this thir- 
teenth day of June, in the year of our 
Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
[seal.] sixty -five, and of the independence of 
the United States of America the eighty- 
ninth. Andeew Johnsos.* 
By the President : 

William H. Sewabd, Secretary of State. 


Blockade Bescinded, June 23, 1865. 

Whereas by the proclamation of thef Presi- 
dent oi the fifteenth and twenty-seventh of 
April, eighteen 'hundred and sixty-one, a block- 
ade of certain ports of the United States was set 
on foot ; but whereas the reasons for that measure 
have ceased to exist : 

Now, therefore, be it known that I, Andrew 
Johnson, President of the United States, do hereby 
declare and proclaim the blockade aforesaid to 
be rescinded as to all the ports aforesaid, includ- 
ing that of Galveston and other ports west of 
the Mississippi river, which ports will be open 
to foreign commerce on the first of July next, 
on the terms and conditions set forth in my 
proclamation of the twenty-second of May last. 

It is to be understood, however, that the block- 
ade thus rescinded was an international measure 
for the purpose of protecting the sovereign rights 
of the United States. The creater or less sub- 
version of civil authority in tne region to which 
it applied, and the impracticability of at once 
restoring that in due efficiency, may, for a season, 
make it advisable to employ the army and navy 
of the United States towards carrying the laws 
into effect, wherever such employment may be 
necessary. 

' In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my 


hand and caused the seal of the United States 
be affixed. 
Done at the city of Washington this twenty-J 
third day of June, in the year of oi 
r 1 Lord one thousand eight hundred ai 
L^* sj gixty-five, and of the independence 
the United States the eighty-ninth. 

Andrew Johnson. 
By the President : 

W. HuNTEB, Acting Secretary of State, 

Further Bomoval of Bestrictions, August 

1865. 

Whereas by my proclamations of the thii>|| 
teenth and twenty-fourth of June, one thousac " 
eight hundred and sixty-five, removing restric 
tions, in part, upon internal, domestic, and coaflt"] 
wise intercourse and trade with those Stat 
recently declared in insurrection, certain articled 
were excepted from the effect of said proclamM 
tions as contraband of war ; and whereas th«| 
necessity for restricting trade in said articles haij 
now, in a great measure, ceased: It is hereby 
ordered, that on and after the 1st day of Sep-! 
tember, 1865, all restrictions aforesaid be re- 
moved, so that the articles declared by the said 
proclamations to be contraband of war may be 
imported into and sold in said States, subject ' 
only to such regulations as the Secretary of the 
Treasury may prescribe. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my 
hand and caused the seal of the United States to 
be affixed. 
Done at the city of Washington this twenty- 
ninth day of August, in the year of our 
Ft s 1 ^^^^ ^^^ thousand eight hundred and 
•• * 'J sixty-five, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the ninetieth. 

Andeew Johnson. 
By the President : 

William H. Sewaed, Secretary of State, ■ 


Passports for Paroled Prisoners. 

Depaetment op State, 
Washington, August 25, 1865. 
Paroled prisoners asking passports as citizens 
of the United States, and against whom no spe- 
cial charges may be pending, will be furnished 
with passports upon application therefor to the 
Department of State in the usual form. Such 

Sassports will, however, be issued upon the con- 
ition that the applicants do not return to the 
United States without leave of the President. 
Other persons implicated in the rebellion, who 
may wish to go abroad, will apply to the De- 
partment of State for passports, and the appli- 
cations will be disposed of according to the 
merits of the several cases. 
By the President of the United States. 

William H. Sewabd. 

Paroling certain 'State Prisoners. 

Executive Office, 
Washington, October 11, 1865. 
Whereas the following named persons, to wit : 
John A. Campbell, of Alabama ; John H. Rea- 
gan, of Texas ; Alexander H. Stephens, of 
Georgia; George A. Trenholm, of South Caro- 
lina ; and Charles Clark, of Mississippi, lately 
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'^ engaged in rebellion against the United States 

Qovernment, who are now in close custody, have 

\v made their submission to the authority of the 

^'tlnited States and applied to the President for 

^^Mrdon under his proclamation ; and whereas, 

ffiie authority of the Federal Government is suf- 

' ficiently restored in the aforesaid States to admit 

^i of the enlargement of said persons from close 

custody, it is ordered that they be released on 

. laying their respective paroles to appear at such 

k time and place as the r resident may designate, 

Yfo answer any charge that he may direct to be 

[preferred against them ; and also that they will 

hiwepectively abide until further orders in the 

i^'places herein designated, and not depart there- 

'^nom: John A. Campbell, in the State of Ala- 

<- buna ; John H. Eeagan, in the State of Texas ; 

i Alexander H. Stephens, in the State of Georgia; 

^ Qeorge A. Trenholm, in the State of South Garo- 

I lina ; and Charles Clark, in the State of Missis- 

I flippi. And if the President should grant his 

fptfdon to any of said persons, such person's 

! parole wUl be thereby discharged. 

Andeew Johnson, 
President. 

ItartUl Law Withdrawn from Kentuoky, Octo- 
ber 12, 1866. 

"Whereas by a proclamation of the fifth day of 
July, one thousand eight hundred and sixty- 
four, the President of the United States, when 
: the civil war was flagrant, and when combina- 
tions were in progress in Kentucky for the pur- 
Sose of inciting insurgent raids into that State, 
irected that tne proclamation suspending the 
^- writ of haibeas corpus should be made effectual 
'-;in Kentucky, and tliat martial law should bees- 
-'.tablished there and continue until said procla- 
• I motion should be revoked or modified ; 

And whereas since then the danger of insurgent 
raids into Kentucky has substantially passed 
'»way: 

Now, therefore, be it known that I, Andrew 
, Johnson, President of the United States, by vir- 
tue of the authority vested in me by the Consti- 
tution, do herebv declare that the said procla- 
.' mation of the fifth day of July, one thousand 
eight hundred and sixty-four, shall be, and is 
; hereby, modified in so far that martial law shall 
be no longer in force in Kentucky from and after 
^e date hereof. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my 
hand and caused the seal of the United States to 
be affixed. 
Done at the city of Washington this twelfth 
day of October, in the year of our Lord 
r •, one thousand eight hundred and sixty- 
L -*'J fiye, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the ninetieth. 
: Andrew Johnson. 

' By the President: 
\ W. HuNTEB, Acting Secretary of State. 


Annulling the Snspension of the Habeas Gorpns, 
December 1, 1865. 

Whereas by the proclamation of the President 
of the United States of the fifteenth day of Sep- 
tember, one thousand eight hundred and sixty- 
ttiree, the privilege of the writ of habeas corpus 
was, in certain cases therein set forth, suspeDjCied 
ib(mg}u)ut the United States; 


And whereas the reasons for that suspension 
may be regarded as having ceased in some of the 
States and Territories: 

Now, therefore, be it known that I, Andrew 
Johnson, President of the United States, do here- 
bv proclaim and declare that the suspension 
a!'oresaid, and all other proclamations ^na ordere 
suspending the privilege of the writ of habeas 
corpus in the States anaTerritories of the United 
States, are revoked and annulled excepting as to 
the States of Virginia, Kentucky, Tennessee, 
North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, Florida, 
Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, Arkansas, and 
Texas, the District of Columbia, and the Territo- 
ries of New Mexico and Arizona. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my 

hand and caused the seal of the United States to 

be affixed. 

Done at the city of Washington this first day 

of December, in the year of our Lord one 

p 1 thousand eight hundred and sixty-five, 

^ ' 'J and of the Independence of the United 

States of America the ninetieth. 

Andrew Johnson. 
By the President : 

William H. Sewaed, Secretary of State. 

Announcing that the Bebellionhafrended, April 

2, 1866. 

Whereas, by proclamations of the fifteenth and 
nineteenth of April, one thousand eight hundred 
and sixty-one, the President of the United States, 
in virtue of the power vested in him by the Con- 
stitution and the laws, declared that the laws of 
the United States were opposed, and the execu- 
tion thereof obstructed m the States of South 
Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, Florida, Mississippi, 
Louisiana, and Texas, by combinations too power- 
ful to be suppressed by the ordinary course of 
judicial proceedings, or by the powers vested in 
the marsnals by law ; 

And whereas, by another proclamation made 
on the sixteenth day of August, in the same 
year, in pursuance of an act of Congress approved 
July thirteenth, one thousand eight hundred and 
sixty-one, the inhabitants of the States of Georgia, 
South Carolina, Virginia, North Carolina, Ten- 
nessee, Alabama, Louisiana, Texas, Arkansas, 
Mississippi, and Florida (except the inhabitantd 
of that part of the State of Virginia lying west of 
the Alleghany mountains, and to such other parts 
of that State and the other States before named, as 
might maintain a loyal adhesion to the Union 
and the Constitution, or might be from time to 
time occupied and controlled by forces of the 
United States engaged in the dispersion of insur- 
gents) were declared to be in a state of insurrec- 
tion against the United States ; 

And whereas, by another proclamation of the 
first day of July, one thousand eight hundred and 
sixty- two, issued in pursuance of an act of Con- 
gress approved June 7, in the same year, the in- 
surrection was declared to be still existing in the 
States aforesaid, with the exception of certain 
specified counties in the State of Virginia ; 

And wherea^ by another proclamation made 
on the second Jay of April, one thousand eight 
hundred and sixty- three, in pursuance of the aci 
of Congress of July 13, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and sixty-one, the exceptions named Inthe 
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Eroclamation t)f Augusft 16, one thousand ei^ht 
undred and sixty-one wererevoked, and the in- 
habitants of the States of Georgia, South Carolina, 
Korth Carolina, Tennessee, Alabama, Louisiana, 
Texas, Arkansas, Mississippi, Florida, and Vii^- 

Sinia, (except the forty-ei^nt counties of Virginia 
esignated as West Virginia, and the ports of New 
Orleans, Key West, Port Royal, and Beaufort, 
in South Carolina.) were declared to be still in a 
state of insurrection against the "United States. 

And whereas the House of Representatives, 
on the 22d day of July, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and sixty-one, adopted a resolution in the 
words following, namely : 

" jResolved by the House of Representatives of 
the Congress of the United States, That the pres- 
ent deplorable civil war has been forced upon^ 
the country by the disunionists of the southern 
States, now in revolt against the constitutional 
Government, and in arms around the capital ; 
that in this national emergency. Congress, ban- 
ishing all feelings of mere passion or resentment, 
will recollect only its duty to the whole country ; 
that this war is not waged on our part in any 
apirit of oppression, nor for any purpose of con- 
quest or subjugation, nor purpose of overthrow- 
ing or interfering with the rights or established 
institutions of those States ; but to defend and 
maintain the supremacy of the Constitution and to 
preserve the Union with all the dignity, equality, 
and rights of the several States unimpaired; 
that as soon as these objects are accomplished, 
the war ought to cease." 

And whereas the Senate of the United States, 
on the 26th day of July, one thousand eight 
hundred and sixty-one, adopted a resolution in 
the words following, to wit : 

*' Resolved, That the present, deplorable civil 
war has been forced upon the country by the 
disunionists of the southern States, now in re- 
volt against the constitutional Government, and 
in arms around tlie capital; that in this national 
emergency Congress, banishing all feeling of 
mere passion or resentment, wiU recollect only 
its duty to the whole country; that this war is 
not prosecuted on our part in any spirit of op- 
pression nor for any purpose of conquest or sub- 
jugation, nor purpose of overthrowing or inter- 
fering with the rights or established institutions 
of those States, but to defend and maintain the 
supremacy of the Constitution and all laws made 
in pursuance thereof, and to preserve the Union 
with all the dignity, equality, -«nd rights of the 
several States unimpaired ; that as soon as these 
pbjects are accomplished, the war ought to 
cease." 

And whereas these resolutions, though not 
joint or concurrent in form, are substantially 
identical, and as such may be regarded -as having 
expressed the sense of Congress upon the subject 
to which they relate ; 

And whereas, by my proclamation of the thir- 
teenth day of Juno last, the insurrection in the 
Btate of Tenuessee was declared to have been 
suppressed, tho authority of the United States 
therein to bo undisputed, and such United States 
officers as had been duly commislionedto.be in 
Uie undisputed exercise of their official functions ; 

And whoreaa thero now exists no organized 
lurmed resistance of misguided ciiusens or otheips 


to the authority of the United States in 
States of Georgia, South Carolina, Vir^niil 
North Carolina, Tennessee, Alabama, Louisiaaaij 
Arkansas, Mississippi, and Florida, and the la^ 
can be sustained and enforced therein by th^ 
proper civil authority. State or Federal, andthi 
people of the said States are well and loyally! 
disposed, and have conformed or will conform ir 
their legislation to the condition of afifairs grow-] 
ing out of the amendment to the Constitution of 
the United States, prohibiting slavery withii 
the limits and jurisdiction of the United Statesj 

And whereas, in view of the before recit 
premises, it is the manifest determination of 
American people that no State, of its own wiflj 
has the rignt or the power to go out of, orseparatji 
itself from, or be separated from the Amerieanj 
Union, and that therefore each State ought 
remain and constitute an integral part of 
United States ; 

And whereas the people of the several befoi 
mentioned States have, in the manner aforesaic 
given satisfactory evidence that they acquie 
in this sovereign and impoitant resolution 
national unity; 

And whereas it is believed to be a fundamental 
principle of government that people who have 
revolted, and who have been overcome and sub- 
(Jued, must either be dealt with so as to inducer 
them voluntarily to become friends, or else they I 
must be held by absolute military power, or de- 
vastated, so as to prevent them from ever again 
doing harm as enemies, which last-named policy 
is abhorrent to humanity and freedom ; 

And whereas the Constitution of the United 
States provides for constituent communitie.s only 
as states and not as Territories, dependencies,- 
provinces, or protectorates ; ■ 

And whereas such constituent States must ne- 
cessarily be and by the Constitution and law8o( 
tho United States are made equals and placed 
upon a like footing as to political rights, immu- 
nities, dignity, and power, with the several 
States with which they are united ; 

And whereas the observance of political equal- 
ity as a principle of right and justice is well cal^ 
culated to encourage the people of tho aforesaid 
States to be and become more and more constant 
and persevering in their renewed allegiance ; 

And whereas standing armies, military occu- 
pation, martial law, military tribunals, and thft 
suspension of the privilege of the writ of habean 
corpus are, in time of peace, dangerous to publil 
liberty, incompatible with tho individual rightl 
of the citizen, contrary to the genius and spirit! 
of our free institutions, and exhaustive oi the. 
national resources, and ought not, therefore, to 
bo sanctioned or allowed, except in cases of actual 
necessity, for repelling invasion or suppressing 
insurrection or rebellion ; 

And whereas the policy of the Government of 
the United States, from the beginning of the in-, 
surrection to its overthrow and final suppression;, 
has been in conformity with the principles here- 
in set forth and enumerated : 

Now, therefore. I, Andrew Johnson, Presi-j 
dent of the United States, do hereby proclaifli 
and declare that the insurrection which hereto- 
fore existed in the States of Georgia, South 
Carolina, Virginia, North Carolina, /Tennessee, 
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lama, Lo^isiaQa, Arkansas, Mississippi and 
ida is at aii ^nd', aiid Is hescieiforth to be so 
rded* 

testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my 
I, and caused the seal of the United Statea 
t afffized. 
»ne at the city of Washington, the second 

day of April, in the year 6f our Lord 
. 1 one thousand eight hundred and siziy- 
■*'•' six, and of the Independence of the 

United States of America the ninetieth. 

Akdbew JoHisrsoy. 
le President: 
"Wit. H. Sewaed, Secretary of State. 

ier la RelaUon to Appointments to Office. 

ExEcuTiVB Maubioit, April 7, 1866. 
is eminently right and proper that the 
mment' of tno United States should give 
^ and substantial evidence of its just ap- 
ation of the services of the patriotic men 
when the life of the nation was imperiled, 
ed the army and navy to preserve the 
;rity of tRe Union, defend the Government, 
maintain and perpetuate unimpaired its 
institutions. It is tnerefore directed : 
rst. That in appointments to office in the 
'al executive departments of the General 
imment and the various branches of the 
ifi service c6nnected with said departments, 
irence shall be given to such mdritbribus and 
»rably discharged soldiers and sailors, par- 
arly those whb have been disabled by 
ids received or diseases contracted in the 
of duty, as may possess the proper qualifi- 
ns. 

umd. That in all promotions in said depart- 

s and the several branches of the public 

oe connected therewith, such persons shall 

preference, when equally eligiblie and 


Id following oiBoial telegraphic correspondence shows 
)pe of the proclamation, in the opinion of the Fre^- 

AuousTA, Oa., April 1, ISflft, 
^en.0. 0. HowiBD: 

I tiie President's recent proclamation remove martial 
I this State 7 If so, Gen. Brannan does not feel ao- 
3d to arrest parties who have committed outrages on 
leople or Union refiigees. Please answer by telegraph. 

Davis TztxsoN, 
Brig, Gen. of VoU. 
[Answer.] 

AOJOTART GlNZKAL's OfFIOB, WaR DSPAATMSITT, 

Washincwoh, ApriL 17, IBda ■ 
President's proclamation does net remove martial 
r operate in any way upon the Freedmen's Bureau in 
tercise of its XegiUmalt Jurisdiction. It is not ezpe- 
however, toresort to military tribunal in any case 
r juatice can be lUitained through the medium of civil 
rity. S. D. ToiTNBun), A. A. G. 

90 OOVmrOB worth, of KORTH OABOIXZrA. 

WASHHrotoir, D. 0., Jpra 27, 1866. 
hrr. Wobvh: I am directed by the President-to inform 
iftt by his proclamation of April 2, 1866, it was no^ 
led to interfere with military commissions at that 
r previously organized, or trials then pending before 
OBunidsions, unless by q>ecial instructions the accused 
i>b# tamed over the civil authoritiee. General Buger 
«n iDstmoted to .{Hrooeed with the trial to which you 
btit before the ezecutiott of any sentence rendered by 
JmmissiOn, to report all the proceedings ta the War 
tan#nt for examination, and revision. There has been 
)et. .this diay prepared, and which will soon be issued, 
wfl} relieve and settle all embarrassment growing 
* ^ akiMoBfltrtiction. of the proclamation, of which I 

PlAjOQACOpy. ' EPWARD GOOFIS, 

fr ..MfibfgjhiiftsUaecrt^ 


a 
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qualified, over those who have not faithfully 
and honorably served in the lana and naval 
forces of the United States. 

Ahdbew JoHisrsoir. 


Order in Selation to Trials by Hilitary Oonrtt 
aad ComBiiMioni. > 

WA.B Bepaetment, 
Adjutant Geherax's Oppicb, 
Washiitgtos, May 1, 1866. 
GeTieral Orders No. 26 : 

Whereas some military comnianders arp em- 
barrassed by doubts as to the operation of the 
proclamation of the President, dated the 2d day 
of April, 1866, upon trials by military courts- 
martial and military offenses, to remove such 
doubts, it is ordered by the President that — 

Hereafter, whenever offenses committed by 
civilians are to be tried where civil tribunals are 
in existence which can try 'them, their cases are 
not authorized to be, and will not be, brought 
before military courts-martial or commissions, 
but will be committed to the proper civil author- 
ities. This order is not applicable to camp fol- 
lowers, as provided for under the 60th Article of 
War, or to contractors and others specified in 
section 16, act of July 17, 1862, and sections 1 
and 2, act of March 2, 1863. Persons and of- 
fenses cognizable by the Rules and Articles of 
War, and by the acts of Congress above cited, 
will continue to be tried and punished by mUi- 
tar^r tribunals as prescribed by the Rules and 
Artdcles of War and acts of Congress, herein- 
after cited, to wit : 

Sixtieth of the Bule$ and Articles of War. All 
sutlers and retainers to the camp, and all per- 
sons whatsoever serving with the armies of the 
United States in the field, though not enlisted 
soldiers, are to be subject to orde'rs according to 
the rules and discipline of war. ♦ ♦ * 

By order of the Secretary of War : ■ 

E. D. TowwiEin), 
Assistant Adjutant General. 

Against tlie Fenian Invasion of Canada, June 

6, 1866. 

Whereas it has become known to me that cer- 
tain evil-disposed persons have, within the ter- 
ritory and jurisdictioil of the United States, 
begun and set on foot, and have provided and 
prepared, and are still engajB^ed in providing and 
preparing, means for a military expedition and 
enterprise, which expedition and enterprise is to 
be carried on from the territory and jurisdiction 
of the United States against colonies, districts, 
and people of British North America, within the 
dotninions of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland, with which said colonies, 
districts, and people, and kingdom the United 
States are at peace ; * 

And whereas the proceedings aforesaid consti- 
tute a high misdemeanor, forbidden by the liwB 
of' the United States, as well as by tne law of 
nations: * 

Now, therefore, for the purpose of preventing 
the carrying on of the niuawM expedition 
and enterprise aforesaid, from the territory, and 
jurisdiction of the United States, and to main- 
tain the public peace, as ifeW as the national 
honor, ana enforce obedience and respect to the 
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1%W8 of the United Stated, I, Andrew Johnson, 
President of the United States, do admonish and 
warn all good citizens of the United States 
against taking part in or in any wise aiding, 
countenancing, or ahetting said unlawfjil pro- 
ceedings, and 1 do exhort all judges, magistrates, 
marshals, and officers in the service of the United 
States, to employ all their awful authority and 
power to prevent and defeat the aforesaid un- 
lawful proceedings, and to arrest and brin^ to 
justice all persons wh« may be engaged therein* 
And, pursuant to the act of Congress in such 
case made and provided, I do furthermore au- 
thorize and empower Major General George G. 
Meade, commander of the Military Division of 
the Atlantic, to employ the land and naval 
forces of the United States and the militia 
thereof, to arrest and prevent the setting on 
foot and carrying oa the expedition and enter- 
prise aforesaid. 


In testimony whereof, I have hereunto 
hand, and caused the seal of the United 
to be affixed. 
Done at the city of Washington the'six 
of June, in the year of our Lord' 
[seal.] thousand eight hundred and 

six, and of the Independence of 
United States the ninetieth. 

Andbew Joh: 
By the President: 

William H. Sewabd, Secretary of 

. ii 

* OetaOar to the Di$trict Attomeyi <md Marthalt 

Vhited States. 

ATTOUfET Gkitsral's Offiob, Wmhtkotoit, D. 
5, 1866.— By direction of the President you are 1 
stmcted to cause tbe arrest of all prominent, U 
conspicuous persons called Fenians, whom you ma) 
probable cause to believe have been or may be fpi 
violatiens of the neutrality laws of tbe United Stat6i.| 

James Speed, 
Attorney 


ACTION OF THE CONVENTIONS AND LEGISLATURES 
THE LATELY INSURRECTIONARY STATES. 


If OBTH OABOLINA. 

1865, April 27— Gen. Schofield announced the 
conation of hostilities within that State. 

April 28 — Gen. Schofield issued an order that, 
under the emancipation proclamation, all per- 
sons heretofore held as slaves are no\^ free, and 
that it is the duty of the army to maintain their 
£r^dom. 

Jiay 29— William W. Holden appointed Pro- 
vinonal Governor. 

June 12— Provisional (Governor Holden issued 
his proclamation announcing his purpose to or- 
der an election for a convention, and to appoint 
justices of the peace to administer the oath of 
idl^iance and conduct the election, &c. 

July — President Johnson ordered the cot- 
tost of the State to he restored to her, and the 
Srdceeds of all that had heen sold to he paid to 
or agents. 

Augusts — ^Provisional Governor Holden fixed 
Tfiursday, September 21, for the election of a 
conventiom. 

Voters' qualifications are thus prescribed: 

"No person wUl be allowed to vote who is not 
ft voter qualified as prescribed by the constitu- 
tion and laws of the State in force immediately 
before the 20th day of May, 1861, except, that 
the payment of poll tax shall not be required. 

*\A11 paroled soldiers of the army ana navy of 
the pretended Confederate States, or of this State, 
and all paroled officers of the army and navy of 
the pretended Confederate States, or of this State, 
under and including the rank of colonel, if of the 
, JfRn^, and under and including the rank of lieu- 
teBan)^, if ef the navy, will be afiowed to vote, pro- 


vided they are not included in any of the fi 
excluded classes of the President's amnesty 
clamation ; and, provided further, that \ki 
citizens of the State in accordance with the 
prescribed in the preceding paragraph. 

" No person will be allowed to vote whoi 
not exhibit to the inspectors a copy of thr 
nesty oath, as contained in the President's 
clamation of May 29, 1865, signed by * ' 
and certified by at least two justices of the 

The convention to meet October 2. . 

September 29 — The colored people of the 
met in convention in Raleigh, and petition! 
legislation to secure compensation for laboi;| 
enable them to educate their children, and I 
ing protection for the family relation, a&d^ 
the repeal of oppressive laws making un;'^ 
criminations on account of race or color.' 

October 2— Convention met. 

October 7 — The secession ordinance d 
" null and void." , 

October 9 — An ordinance passed, dedal 
slavery forever jprohibited within the State. 

October 10 — Ordinance passed, providi 
an election for Governor, members of the 
lature, and seven members of Confess Novi 
9, the Provisional Governor to give Uie. i 
cates. Each member of the Le^latura^ 
each voter to be qualified " according to thij 
existing constitution of the State ' : JP^;r^ 
That no one shall be eligible to a seat, or 
pable of voting, who, being free in all re 
shall not, before May 29, 1865, have taken 
dent Lincoln's amnesty oath, Or have ti^en 
dent Johnson's oath, ahd who shall nol 
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hher ease be of the excepted claaaea. All per- 
pus who have preferred petitions for piirdon 
lallbedeemed tohave been pardoned if tbefact 
f being pardoned shall be announced bj the 
jovBrnor, althoueh the pardon may not have 
^Ei received. The payment of a public tai 
^»11 not be required as a qualification of the 
oter in the elecliona in November neit. 

October 12 — Conveation tabled a proposition 
) prohibit the payment of tha war debt created 
y tha State in aid of the tebellion. 

October 16 — Ordinance paeeed, dividing tlie 
Ibkte into seven cougressional dietticta, 

October 17^Reaolution adopted, raquBBting 
fongreas to repeal the ■' test-oath." 
^ October 18— President Johnson sent this teU- 

EiECDTivE OrnoB, 
Wabbihoton, D. C, October 18, 1865. 
pr. W. HoLBES, Provtiional Gmwttiw; 
Q Every dollar of the debt created to aid the 
nbellion against the United States shoald bera- 
krndiated finally and forever. The great mass of 
Ihe people shoald not be taxed to pay a debt to 
Bid in carrying on a rehellion which they in 
Jbict, if left, ia themseivee, were opposed to. Let 
^oae who have given their means for the ohli- 
jtatione of tha State look to tliat power they 
fried to establish in violation of law, constitu- 
poB, and will of the people. They must meet 
their fate. It is their misfortune, and cannot be 
.tecogoized by the people of any Sta-te piofessing 
themaelves loyal to the government of the Uni- 
ted States and in the Union. I repeat that the 
ioyal people of North Carolina should be eion- 
emteCfroni tha payment of every dollar of in- 
dehtedDBSs created to aid in carrying on the 
rebellion. I trust and hope that the people of 
Rorth Carolina will wash their hands of every- 
thing that partakes in the sligliteat degree of 
the rebellion, which baa been so recently crnahed 
by tha strong arm of the Government in carry- 
ing oat the ODligatioos imposed by the Constita- 
teoB of the Union. Ahdsew Johhso-t, 

Preiidenl of the UniUd SlaUt. 

October 19 — Ordinance passed, that no officer 
of this State who may have taken an oath of 
office to support the constitution of the Coofed- 
erate States, shall be capable of holding under 
the State any office of trust or profit which ha 
htjli] when he took such oath, until be may be 

' anointed or ra-elected to Uie same ; and all the 
dKmb lately held by snob persona are hereby 

idedared vacant. 

October 19— Convention— yeas 84, nays 12 — 

. pamed an ordinance prohibiting the assumption 
ot tha State debt created in aid of the rebellion. 
An amendment to refer this question to a vote 

I «f the people, lost. 

I November 9 — Election of State officers and 
BepTesentatives in Congrem, Same day, ordi- 
Unces repealing secession ordinance and anti- 
ilavery ordinance, submitted to popular vote, 
ud approved. 
November 13 — Legislature met. 
December 1 — Tha Legislature ratified, with 

iix disBenting voices, tha auti-slavery ameod- 

■ODt. 

Decembar fi-^on&than WoTtkdadared elected 


Governor, by a vote of 32,529 to 25,809 for 
Prov. Gov. Hoi den. 

December IS — Goversor Worth qualified. 

1866, May 21— The Convention re-assemblad. 
k motion to adjourn line die was tabled, 61 to 30. 

lOBBISSIFPI. 

1865, Mav 10 — Governor Clark called an eitr*' 
session of the Legislature for the 18th, to ordu 
a State Cooventioa. 

May 21 — Major General Canhy telegraphed 
as follows to Major General Warren, command- 
ing the department: "By direction of the Freei- 
dent, you will not recognize any officer of the 
Confederate or State government, within the 

cise in any manner whatever the functions of 
t^eir late offices. You will prevent, by force if 
necessarv, any attempt of any of the legialatnree 
of the States in insurrection to assemble for 
legislative purposes, and will imprison any mem- 
bers or other persons who may attempt to exer- 
cise these functions in opposition to your orders." 

June 13 — William L. Sharkey appointed Pro- 
visional Governor. 

July 1 — ProT. Gov. Sharkey isauod a procla- 
mation appointing local officers, and fixing an 
election for a Convention— August 7th — voters 
to have these qualifications: 

"Voters for delegates to this convention miist 
poaaesa the qualifications required hy the consti- 
tution and laws as they existed prior to the 9th 
day of January, 1861, and mnat also produce a 
certificate that they have taken, before a com- 
petent ofScer, the amnesty oath prescribed bv 
the proclamation of the 29th of May, 1865, whi 


accompanied 
will be eligi- 
who has not 


t thii tale- 


certificate shall be attached t< 
by a copy of the oath, and ni 
bio aa a member of this conV' 
also taken this oath." 

August 14 — Convention met. 

August 15 — President Johnson s 

ElECOTIVB Officb, 

Washihotoit, D. C, August 15, 1365. 
Governor W. L. Shabkev, Jachon, 2fttt. : 

I am gratified to see that von have organiied 
your Convention without difficulty. I hope that 
without delay your Convention will amend your 
State constitution, abolishing slavery and deny- 
ing to all future legislatures the power to legis- 
late that there is property in juan ; also that they 
will adopt the amendment to the Constitution of 
tha United States abolishing slavery. If yon 
could extend the elective franchise to all person* 
of color who can read the Constitution of the 
United States in English and write their namas, 
and to all persona oT color who own real estate 
valued at not less than two hundred and fifty 
dollars, and pay taxes thereon, you wonld com- 
pletely disarm the adversary and set an example 
the other States will follow. This you can do 
with perfect safety, and you thus place die 
southern Statea, in reference to free persona of 
color, upon the same basis with the free States. 
I hope and trust your convention will do this, 
and, as a consequence, the radicals, who are wild 
upon negro franchise, will be completely foiled 
in theur attempt to keep, the southsra Btat«a 
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from renewing their relations to the Union by pensions, and have forfeited the same b^ 

not accepting uieir senators and representatives* a part in the late war against the Unite 

'■ Andeew Johnson, President of the U, S. shall be exempt from poll tax. 

. . Ai^gnst 21 — Ordinance passed that " the insti- nvtv^jL 

tution of slavery having been destroyed in the GEOEGIA. 

State of Mississippi," neither slavery nor invol- 1865, May 3 — Gov. Joseph E. Brown 

antary servitude, dbis., shall hereafter exist in the proclamation calling an extra meetin| 

State. Legislature for 22d. 

August 21 — An election ordered for first Mon- May 14 — Maj. Gen. Gillmore issued i 

day in October for State and county officers, and annulling this proclamation, and direc 

Eepresentatives in Congress in the several con- persons interested not to heed it. 

gressional, . districts as they were fixed by the June 17 — James Johnson appoint( 

legislature in 1857. visional Governor. 

August 22— Secession ordinance declared null July 13 — Prov. Gov. Johnson issuec 

lind void. lamation fixing the first Wednesday in 

October 7 — The colored citizens of Mississippi for an election for delegates to a Conve 

met in convention, and protested against the re- these to be the qualifications of voters : 

actionary policy prevailing, and expressing the "That no person at such election e 

fear that the Legislature will pass such proscnp- qualified as an elector, or shall be eligi 

tive laws as wiu drive the freedmen from the member of such convention, unless he sh 

State, or practically re-enslave them. previously thereto taken and subscribe 

October 16 — Legislature met. oath of amnesty, as set forth in the Pr( 

. October 17— Benjamin G. Humphreys inaugu- proclamation oi May 29, A. D. 1865, a 

rated Governor. voter qualified as prescribed by the conf 

November 20 — Governor Humphreys sent a and laws of the State of Georgia, in fore 

liieflsage recommending that negroes be permitted diately before the 19th of January, A. 

to sue and be sued, and give testimony, and that the date of the so-called ordinance of sg< 

the freedmen be en<K)uraged to engage in pur- October 7 — Names of members elect r^ 

suits of industry^ and that a militia bill be pardons sent to the President, and par 

passed, " to protect our people against insurrec- turned, as in each of the other States. 

tion, or any possible combination of vicious October 25 — Convention met. 

white men and negroes." October 30 — Secession ordinance repes 

November 24 — Sill passed " reserving twenty dinance passed dividing the State into se 

per cent, of the revenue of the State as a fund gressional districts. 

for the relief of destitute disabled Confederate November 4— Slavery declared abolish 

and State soldiers, and their widows, and for the Government of the United States havi 

support and education of indigent children of war measure, proclaimed all slaves held o 

deceased or disabled Confederate or State sol- in this State emancipated from slave 

diers, to be distributed annually," &c. having carried that proclamation into fi 

November 27 — The "joint committee reported tical effect." "iVowderf, That acquiescer 

against ratifying the anti-slavery amenament, action of the Government of the Unite 

for reaspns given ; and the Legislature adopted is not intended to operate as a relinqui 

it. or wfciver, or estoppel, of such claim for < 

November 29 — The Legislature adopted a sation of loss sustained by reason of th 

memorial to the Congress of the United States, cipation of his slaves, as any citizen of 

asking for the repeal of the "test oath." No- may hereafter make upon the justice ai 

vember 22, one for the pardon of Jacob Thomp- nanimity of that Government." 

son. November 8, one for the pardon of Jeffer- November 8 — The State debt of < 

son Davis. incurred in aid of the rebellion, declai 

December 1-— The name of Jones county and void — ^yeas 133, nays 117. Pendi 

changed to Davis. proposition these telegrams were sent : 

December 5--Bill passed, taxing each male Milledgeville, Ga., October 2 

inhabitant of the State, between 21 and 60, ?1, His Excellency Andrew Johnson, 

and authorizing any person having m his or her President of the United & 

employ any one subject to the tax, to pay it and ^e need some aid to repeal the w 

charge it to the person for whom paid. Alloffi- Send me word on the subject. Whatsh 

cers and enlisted men who have herefore received Convention do ? J. Johns 

• As bearing upon this point, this letter from the lato Frovisional Governor of C 

President lincoln, on a similar occasion, has Talue: — 

ExjECUTiVB Mansion, 1?.'7i?rrnTTvi? Ovvtcp 

Washington, March 13, 1864. ^ ^ o^r^^^^r n^lhZ* 9 

Hon. Michael Hihn: WASHINGTON, D. C, Oc<o6er 2 

Mt DKiR Sm: I congratulate you on having fixed your James Johnson, Pr(yvisi07ial Governor : 

name in history as the first free State Governor of Louisiana. Ynnr At>ar*a.^/*h haa hpAn rftrpiv^j^ Th 

Now you are about to have a convention, which, among . pP^^ Oespatcn Uas oeen receivea. in 

other things, will probably define the elective franchise. I ot (ieorgia should not nesitate one single ; 

barely suggest, for your private consideration, whether in repudiating every single doHar of debt 

some ofthe colored people may notbe let in, as, for instance, fnr +f a mimrtBA of aidinS the rfihfiUinn 

the very intelligent, and especially those who have fought [^^ ^® purpose 01 aiOingtne reoeilion 

;;allantly in our ranks. They would probably help, in some the uovemment 01 tne United btates. 

trying time to come, to keep the jewel of liberty la the not do to levy and collect taxes from a SI 

SJ^ibU^'bSJr jo^li^ " '""' ' '""^^ ■"" " PefPl? t^at are loyaj and in the Union 

Tmiy yours, A. Loroour. a debt that was created to aid in an effort 
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and thereby subvert tlte Constitution 
ted States. I do noit believe the great 
e people of the State of Georgia, when 
lenced, will ever submit to the pay- 
debt which was the main cause of 
>n their past and present suffering, the 
he rebellion. Those who vested their 
the creation of this debt must meet 
and take it as one of the inevitable 
the rebellion, though it may seem hard 
It should at once be made knoyrn at 
abroad, that no debt contracted for 
le of dissolving the Union of the States 
r will be paid by taxes levied on the 
such purpose, . 

AlSTDEEW JoHKSOir, 

President of tJie United States. 

I. SeWABD : 

pressed on the war debt. What should 
ntion do ? ^ J. Johnson, 

Provisional Governor of Georgia. 
GEViLLE, October 27, 1865. 

lency James JoHNsoisf, 

Provisional Governor of Georgia : 
iveral telegrams have been received, 
lent of the United States cannot recog- 
eople of any State as having resumed 
►ns of loyalty to the Union that admits 
bligations contracted or debts created 
una, to promote the war of the rebel- 

WlLLIAM n. SeWAJELD. 

roTON, October 28, 1865. 

)er 8 — Convention adjourned. 

)er 15 — Election held for State officers 

isentatives in Congress. 

er 4 — Legislature met. 

er 5 — Legislature ratified the anti-sla- 

idment. 

muary — A convention of colored per- 

igusta advocated a proposition to give 

i could write and reaa well, and pos- 

3rtain property qualification, the right 

}. 

.0 — Bill passed legislature, authorizing 

ax, the amount to oe fixed by the grand 

t not to exceed two per cent, upon the 

for the benefit of indigent soldiers, and 

mt families of deceased soldifers of the 

kte and State troops. Artificial arms 

X) be furnished disabled soldiers. 


ALABAMA. 

une 21 — Lewis E. Parsons appointed 
al Governor. 

I — Provisional Governor Parsons issued 
ation, fixing August 31 for an election 
'ention, under these restrictions : " But 
can vote in said election, or be a can- 
r election, who is not a legal, voter as 
7as on that day ; and if he is excep- 

the benefit of annesty, under the 
's proclamation of the 29th May, 1865, 
lave obtained a pardon. 
7 person must vote in the county of hie 
, and, before he is allowed to do so, must 

subscribe the oalh of amnesty pre- 
1 the Presidetit*B proclamatibn of the 
lay, 1865, before some one pf the offi- 


cers hereinafter appointed for tbati purpose in 
the county where ne oflfers to vote; and any 
person offering to vote in violation of these rules 
or the laws, of Alabama on the 11th of January, 
1861, will be punished. 

September 12 — Convention met. 

September 18 — Election for State officers fize^ 
for first Monday in November-^the Provisional 
Governor authorized to order an election for llep- 
resentatives in Congress.. 

September 20— Slavery abolished, " as the in- 
stitution of slavery has been destroyed in tke 
State of Alabama." Secession ordinance de- 
clared " null and void." Kebel State debt repU" 
diated, 60 to 19. 

September SO—Convention adjourned. 
• November 20 — Legislature met. 

December 2 — Anti-slavery amendment ratified 
in this form : 

1st. That the foregoing amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States be, and the same 
is hereby, ratified, to all intents and purposes, 
as part of the Constitution of the United Stateis,* 

2d. That this amendment to. the Constitution 
of the United States is adopted by the Legisli^ 
ture of Alabama with the understanding that it 
does not confer upon Congress the . power .io 
legislate upon the political status of freedmen in 
this State. 

3d. That the governor of Uie State be, and he 
is hereby, requested to forward to the President 
of the United States an authenticated copy of 
the foregoing preamble and resolutions. 

December 5 — The President sent this resppnfbd: 

His Excellency Li E. Paesohs, 

Provisional Governor: 

The President congratulates yon and the 
country upon the acceptance of the congressional 
amendment of the Constitution of the United 
States by the State of Alabama, which. yote» 
being the twenty-seventh, fills up the comple- 
ment of two-thirds, and gives the amendment 
finishing effect as a part of the organic law of 
the land. William H. Sewabd. 

Washingtok, DeesTriber 5, 1865.!' 

1866, January 8 — The Legislature re-assem- 
bled. 

Gov. R. M. Patton vetoed three bills. He 
vetoed the bill to regulate contracts with freed- 
men, because no special law is necessary. He 
adds : '^ 

" Information from various parts of the State 
shows that negroes are everywuere making con- 
tracts for the present year upon terms that are 
entirely satisfactory to the employers. They are 
also entering faithfully- upon the discharge pf 
the obligations contracted. There is every pros- 
pect that the engagement formed will be op- 
scrved with perfect good faith, ^ I therefore 
think that special laws for regulating contracts 
between whites and freedmen would accomplish 
no good, and might result in much harm." 

Governor Patton has also vetoed the bill " to 
extend the criminal laws of the State, applicable 
to free persons of color, to freedmpn, free nepoes 
and mulattoes." He says t 

" The bill proposes to apply to the freedmen .a 
system of laws enacted lor the government of 
free negroes residing in a, community where 
slavery existed. I have carefolly 6tiaQ(ine4.tbe 
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laws whicli, under this bill, wonld be applied to 
the freedmen ; and I think that a mere recital 
of some of their provisions will show the impol- 
icy and injustice of enforcing them upon the ne- 
groes in their new condition." 

Governor Patton has also vetoed " a bill en- 
titled an act to regulate the relations of master 
and apprentice, as relate to freedmeo, free ne- 
groes and mulattoes,'* because he deems the 
pretiont laws amply sufficient for all purposes of 
apprenticeship, without operating upon a par- 
tienlar class of persons. 

The Legislature passed a tax bill, of which 
Hiese are two sections : 

** 1"2. To sell, or expose for salsj for one year, 
at any one place, anv pictorial or illustrated 
weekly, or any montnly paper, periodical or 
magazine, published outside the uimits of this 
BU^te^ and not in a foreign country, and to vend 
the same on the streets, or on boats or railroad 
CBoSt fifty dollars." 

^ " IB. To keep a news depot for one year, in any 
city, town or village, for the sale of any news- 
paper, periodical or maeazine, not incluaing pic- 
torials provided for in tne preceding paragraph, 
ten dollars." 

The Legislature passed some joint resolutions 
on thestate of the Union, of which this, the fourth, 
is the most important : 

" That Alabama will not voluntarily consent 
to change the adjustment of political power as 
fixed by the Constitution of the United States, 
and to constrain her to do so, in her present 
prostrate and helpless condition, with no voice 
m the councils of the nation, would be an un- 
justifiable breach of faith ; and that her earnest 
thanks are due to the President for the firm stand 
he has taken ajgainst amendments to the Consti- 
tution forced through in the present condition of 
afi&drs." 

The code became operative June Ist, under a 
proclamation of Gk)vemor Patton. 

SOUTH CABOLINA. 

1865, May 2— Gov. Magrath issued a proda- 
mation that the confederate stores within the 
State should be turned over to State officers, to 
be distributed among the people. 

May 8— Gov. Magrath summoned the State 
officers to Columbia to resume their duties. 

May 14— Maj. Gen. Gillmore issued an order 
annulling the Governor's acts, and notifying the 
persons interested not to heed his proclamations. 

June 30 — Benjamin F. Perry was appointed 
Provisional Governor. 

July 20— Prov. Gov. Perry issued a proclama- 
tion fixing the first Monday of Septemoer for an 
election ^r a State Convention — the qualifica- 
tions of voters being thus prescribed: 

Every loyal citizen who had taken the amnesty 
oath, and not within the excepted classes in the 
President's proclamation, will oe entitled to vote, 
provided he was a legal voter under the consti- 
tution as it stood prior to the secession of South 
Carolina. And all who are within the excepted 
dasses must take the oath and apply for a pardon, 
in order to entitle them to vote or become mem- 
bers of the convention. 

September 13 — Convention met. 

September 15-^Sec688ion ordinance repealed, 
1Q7 to 3. 


September 19 — Slavery declared al 
' 'the slaves in South Carolin a havin g beeo 
pated by the action of the United States 
ties." 

September 27-*-Election ordered f( 

Wednesday in October, for State officen 

nance passed, creating four congressi< 

tricts. 

September 29 — Convention adjourne 

October 18 — James L. Orr elected Gc 

October — Legislature met. 

This telegraphic correspondence occu 

Executive Ofi 
Washington, D. C., October : 
B. F. Peeby, I^ovisiorial Governor : 

Your last two despatches have been 
and the pardons suggested have been 
I hope that your Legislature will have 
tancy in adopting the amendment to th 
tution of the United States abolishing 
It will set an example which will no ( 
followed by the other States, and pla« 
Carolina in a most favorable attitude b 
nation. I trust in God that it will 
The nation and State will then be left 
untrammeled to take that course whi( 
policy, wisdom, and humanity may su§ 

Andeew Johnson, Pre 

Executive Ofi 
Washington, D. C, October 31 
B. F. Peeby, Provisional Governor : 

There is a deep interest felt as to wh 
the Legislature will take in regard to t 
tion of the amendment to the Constituti 
United States abolishing slavery, and 
sumption of the debt created to aid in t 
lion against the government of the Unit( 
If the action of me convention was in gc 
why hesitate in making it a part of tn 
tution of the United States ? 

I trust in God that restoration of tt 
will not now be defeated, and all that ] 
been well done thrown away. I still h 
that all will come out right yet. 

This opportunity ought to be unders 
appreciated by the people of the southei 

if I know my own heart and every 
which enters it, my earnest desire is t 
the blessinss of the Union, and tie up : 
every bleeaing wound which has been c 
this fratricidal war. Let us be guided 
and wisdom from on high, and Union a 
will once more reign throughout the la 

Ahdbew Jo: 

. Columbia, S. C, November 1 
Bm Excellency Andbew Johnson, 

President United State 

1 will send you to-day the whole pr( 
of the State Convention, properly cei 
you request. 

The debt contracted by South Carolin 
the rebellion is very inconsiderable, 
penditures for war purposes were paic 
confederate government. She has 
no debt, or any part of any debt,,of tha 
ment. Her whole State debt at this tin 
about six millions, and that is mostly 
roads and building new State-house pri 
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L The membera of the Lerialatnre My the; 
p received no official intormSitioii of U>« 

K'meDt of the Federal Constitution abolish- 
very. They have no objection to adopt- 
Lhe first section of the amendment proposed ; 
they fear that the second section ms^ be 
jtraed to ffive Congress power of local legia- 
n\ over the negroes, and white men, too, 
f the aholiehment of slavery. In good faith 
kh C&rolina haa abolished slavery, and never 
^Wish to restore It again. 
BE Legislature ia pasaing a code of kws pro- 
ng ample and complete protection for the 
fD. There is a sincere desire to do every- 
ig neoesBurv to a restoration of the Union, 
:'tienp and heal every bleeding wound which 
' been cansed by this fratricidal war. I wae 
■ed United States Senator by a very flatter- 
Irote. The other Senator will be elected to- 
B. F. Pebbt, 
Frovitumal Qovtmor. 

WASHinaTOH, Notiember 6, 1865. 
lEicellency B. F. Pebbt, Prov. Oov. : 
IT despatch to the President of IJovember i 
»n received. He is not entirely satisfied 

ll the explanations it contains. He deems 

sssaiy the passaga of adequate ordinances 
Bering thftt all insurrectionary proceedings in 
State were unlawful and void ah initio. 
Iher the ConB*.itution nor laws direct official 
Fmation to the State of amendments to the 
stitation sabmitted by Congress. Notices of 

ftmendmeot by Congress abolishing slavery 
i nevertheless given by the Secretary of 
e at the time to the States which were then 
jmninnication with this Government. For- 

□otice will immediately be given to those 
ee which were then in insurrection. 
he objection you mention to the last clause 
he consdtntional amendment is regarded a« 
ralauB and nnreasonable, because that clause 
eally restraining in iU eSect, instead of en- 
^ag the powers of Congress. The Freaident 
siders tlie acceptance of the amendment by 
th Carolina as indispensable to a restoration 
her relations with the other States of the 
ion. WiLtlAM H. SewiBD. 

November 7 — Provisional Governor Perry 
t a message communicatinjg these teleerams, 
1 recommending the ratification, and that 
ly "place on record the constraetion which 
1 been given to the amendment by the eiecu- 
e department of the Federal Government." 
November 13— The Legislature ratified the 
li-«lavery amendment, in this form : 
1. Bttolved, Ac, That the aforesaid proposed 
isndment of the Constitution of the United 
lies be, and the same is hereby, accepted, and 
opted and ratified by this State, 
I. That a certified copy of the foregoing pre- 
ible and resolution be forwarded by hii eicel- 

Sthe Provisional Governor to the President 
s United 'States, and also to the Secretary 
Stale of the United States, 
i. That any attempt by Congress towards le- 
lating upon the political status of former 
VM, or their civil relations, wculd be contrary 
the Cohstitution of the United States m it 
V is, pr u it would be altered by the proposed 


amendment, in conflict with the policy of thtt 
President, declared in his amnesty proclamation, 
and with the restoration of that harmony upon 
which depend the vital interette of the Amencan 
Union. 

Respecting the repudiation of the rebel State 

debt, this telegraphiccorrespondencetookplaa: 

DiPABTUEBT or State, 

Wabhihstok, Sov. 20, 18G& 
His Eicellency B. F. Pebbt, 

Provinojvii Qostmor: 

Your despatch of this date was received at 
half-past 10 o'clock this moroing. This freedom 
of loyal intercourse between South Carolina uid 
her e:ster States is manifestly much better and 
wiser than separation. The President and th* 
whole country are gratified that South Carolina 
has accepted the congressional amendment to the 
Conatitution abolishinc slavery. Upon reflection 
Sonth Carolina herself would not care to nome 
again into the councils of the Union incumbered 
and clogged with debts and ebligatiiins whidi 
had been assumed in her name in a vain attempt 
to subvert it. The President trosts thatshe wul 
lose no time in making an effective organic dee- 
laration, disavowing all debts and obligatioM 
created or assumed in her name or behalf in aid 
of the rebellion. The President waite further 
events in South Carolina with deep interest. 

Yon will remain in the exercise of yonrfnnf- 
tions of provisional governor nntil relieved hf 
hie express directions. Wk. H. Sbwabd,. 

CoLDttBtA, Nmtmbtr 27, 1866. 
Eon. W. H. Sgwabs; Yonr telegram of th« 
20th instant was not received in due time, owing 
to my absence from Columbia. The Conven- 
tion having been dissolved, it is impraclicabls 
to enact any organic law in regard to the ww 
debt. That debt is very small, as the eniendi- 
tures of South Carolina were reimbursed by the 
confederate government. The debt is so miied 
up with the ordinary expenses of the State that 
it cannot be separated. In Sonth Carolina all 
were guilty of aiding the rebellion, and no one 
can complain of being taxed to pay the triSina 
debt incurred by his own assent in perfem 

?aod faith. The Convention did all that tha 
resident advised to he done, and'l thoaght it 

■- ' '-'"--ITT body in exi^ 

eiiiate dissolution, 

_. . .. _.. . w no power in the 

Legislature to repudiate the debt if^ it were pos- 
sible to separate it from the other debts of 
the State. Even then it would fall on widows 
and orphans whose estates were invested in it 
for safety. B. F. Pbbbv, 

jFVovimonaZ Oovemor. 

Depabtheht or State, 
Wabhihotos, Nffvemhtr 30. 1865. 
Sib: I have the honor to acknowledjB the 
receipt of your telegram of the STth instafit, im- 
formmg me, that as the Convention had been 
dissolved, it was impossible to adopt the Presi- 
dent's Bngg<!«stion to repudiate the insnrgent 
debt, and to inform yon that while the obieo- 
tioaa which you urge to the adoption of tnat 
proceeding are of a BerioDB nature, the fren- 
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dent cannot refrain from awaiting with interest 
an official expression upon that Bobject from the 
Legislature.* 

Ihave the honor to be, sir, your obedient ser- 
vant, William H. Sewabd. 

His Excellency B. F. Perby. 

November — The colored State Convention ad- 
dressed a memorial to Congress, asking that 
equal suffrage be conferred upon them in com- 
mon with the white men of the State. 

November 22 — Election held for Representa- 
tives in Congress. 

Respecting their admission there was this 
telegraphic correspondence : 

Columbia, S. C, November 27, 1865. 
President Johkson : 

Will you please inform mo whether the South 
Carolina members of Congress should be in 
Washington at the organization of the House. 
Will the Clerk of the House call their names if 
l^eir credentials are presented to him? Will 
the test oath be required, or will' it be refused 
Irf Congress ? If the members are not allowed 
to take their seats they do not wish, to 
in^ur the trouble and expense of going on, 
and the mortification of being rejected. Do 
give your views and wishes. 

B. F. Pebbt, 
Provisional Governor. 


Executive Office, 
Washington, D, C, November 27, 1865. 
B. F. Pebbt, Froviiiondl Governor: 

I do not think it necessary for the members 
^ect from South Carolina to be present at the 
ontanization of Congress. On the contrary, it 
Wul be better policy to present their certificates. 
of flection after the two Houses are organized, 
and then it will be a simple question under the 
Constitution of the members taking their scatA. 
Saoh House must judge for itself the election, 
returns, and qualifications of its own members. 
Ab to what the two Houses will do in reference 
to the oath now required to be taken before the 
members can take their seats is unknown to me, 
and I do not like to predict; but, upon the 
whole, I am of opinion that it would be better 
for the question to come up and be disposed of 
after the two Houses have been organized. 

I hope that your Legislature will adopt a code 
in reference to free persons of color that will be 
acceptable to the country, at the same time doing 
justice to the white and colored population. 

Audbew. Johnson, 
Prttidmt of the United States, 

FLOBIDA. 

1865, April 8 — Abraham K. Allison, Presi- 
dent of the rebel Senate, of Florida, announced 
the death of John Milton, rebel Governor, and 
appointed June 7 for election of a successor. 

Msif 14 — Major General Gillmore issued an 
order annulling this proclamation, and com- 

* December 21— -Before adjourning, the subject of tbe re- 
pudiation of the war debt was referred to the Committee 
-on Federal Relations, who recommended the appointment 
^ ft special Joint committee of both Houses to inquire into 
ibeaiuonntorsach debt doe by tbe State, and to whom 
dae; <uid to report at the next ro|^lar aessiou of the Le^U- 
latore^ which will be in Movembtr, I860. 


manding the people to give it no heed 
ever. . 

July 13 — ^William Marvin appointed 
visional Governor. 

August 3 — Provisional Governor 
called an election for delegates to a conve 
for October 10th — these provisions gove 
tho election : 

" Every free white male person of the ag»-] 
twenty-one years and upwards, and who 
be at the time of offering to vote a citizen oC| 
United States, and who shall have resided 
had his home in this State for one year 
preceding the election, and for six monthtj 
the county in which ho may offer to vote, 
who shall have taken and subscribed the oat 
amnesty, as set forth in tho PresidenVs procli 
tion of amnesty of the 29th day of May, 1865,1 
if he comes within the exceptions contained 
said proclamation, shall have taken said 
and nave been speciallv pardoned by the Pi , 
dent, shall be entitled, to vote in tbe cooiri 
where he resides, and shall be eligible, ar a mi^ 
her of said convention, and none others. WIui 
the person offering to vote comes within the « 
ceptions containea in the amnesty proclamatia 
and shall have taken the amnesty oath, « 
shall have made application to the rresidenti 
a special pardon through the Provisional Go 
ernor, and shall have been recommended 
him for such pardon, the inspectors . or judj 
of the election may, in most instances, propei 
presume that such pardon has been grant 
though, owing to the want of mail facUities 
may not have been received by the party at ' 
time of the election. 

" Free white soldiers, seamen, and marineE 
the army or navy of the United States, ^ 
were qualified by their residence to vote in f 
State at the time of their respective en listme 
and who shall have taken and subscribed the 
nesty oath, shall be entitled to vote in the co u 
where they respectively reside. But no sole 
seaman, or marine not a resident in the Ststi 
the time of his enlistment shall be allo¥re< 
vote." 

October 25— Convention met. 

October 28. — Secession ordinance annulled 

November 6 — Slavery abolished — *' sla'v 
having been destroyed in the State by tho C 
ernment of the United States." Same ordina 
gives colored people the right to testify io- 
cases where the person or property of such ; 
son is involved, but denies ttiem the righl 
testify where the interest of the white class 
involved. 

Same day — Rebel State debt repudiated, 
bill was first passed submitting this questioi: 
a vote of the people; but this was reconsider 
on finding this was a condition of recognition 
the executive branch of the government, and 
direct repudiation adof>ted. 

November 2Q — JSlection held under an or 
nance of the Convention for State officers a 
Representative in Congress. 

December 18 — Legislature met.. 

December 28 — Anti-slavery amendment r: 
fied, with this declaratory resolution a part 
;the ratifyins instrument : 

** iSeto/vcd, That this, amendment to tho 
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StgUon of the United States ii adopted hf tha 
[ialature of the State of Florida, with the nn- 
itaudiue that it does not confer upon the 

gteaa tSe power to legislate upon the politi- 

MlelatuB of the freedmen in thia sti^." 

t _ PaudiDg tbig aotioa, this telegraphic corrai- 

Ipbndeiioe took place : 

DbpaIitmeht or Staib, 
Wabbibqtoh, September 12, 1865. 
Bib; Tonr eicallency's letter of tbe 39th nlti- 
ifo, with the accompaoying proclamation, has. 

K' a received and eubmitted to the Fcesident, 
gsteps to which it refeie, towards reorgatiiiiDg 
tHe .goTernmeiit of Florida, seem to be in tha 
■aain judiciooa, and good results from them may 
«e hoped for. The presumption to wbich the 
lj(ioclamation refers, however, in favor of in- 
nrgents who ma^ wish to vote, and who may 
have applied far, bnt not received, their pardona, 
iinot entirely approved. All applications for 
IMidoQa will be duly considered, and will be die- 
oated of aseoou aamaybe practicable. ItiQUst, 
,^wever, bediatinctlyunderatoodthattherestora- 
t^h to which your proclamation rafera will be 
irahject to the decision of Congress. 
J Iiiave the honor to b^our excellency's obadi- 
|ifatMrvant, William If. Sswabd. 

> HJB Excellency Williau Mabvih. 

Oftice Of THE Pbovisiosal Govbmio*, 

TalIxAHASBBB, Fla., October 1, 1865. 

■'. • • » I haye said that the Convention 

-J vill, in good faith, abolish slavery ; but I think 

'-|, it ^bable that the Legislatnre, which will be 

:'j elntad and convened at an early period, will 

fed some leluotanoe against ratiiying thepro- 

pwed amendment to the Coastitntion of the 

United States. The principal argament urged 

i^intt tha rati&cation is, tbat the Legislature 

*iU Iherehy assist to impose abolition on Ken- 

toch and Delaware, which have not yet abol- 

UiM slavery. If the President should think it 

fairaMe that the Legislature should ratify the 

pitiposed amendment, either with a view to pro- 

„ arte a more complete reconciliation between 

thsNortb andtheSouth, or for any other reason, 

; liapcmiblyiiiay notdeemitamiMtocommunicate 

;..' b) me bis wishes on the subject. His wishes on 

ij fee Bobject would be very potent in the State., 

7 The military authoritiea in the State, under 

i tbeccmmaad of Major General Foster, are ren- 

I oaring me every possible aesistance in sending 

\ <ntDotice3 and proclamations of the election, in 

I Iba abience of moil facilities, and no disagree- 

I BWnts eiist between tw. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your 
oWient servant, 

Wm. Maeviw, Pfomnonal Qovemor. 
Hon. W. H. Sewabd, Bxretary of StaU. 

Dbpastmesi op State, 
WA8HiH*roB, November 1, 1865. 
Bis Excelleiicy Williau MAkvm, 

iVotmonal GovemoT: 
Your letter of October 7 waa received ^nd 
submitted to the President. Ea is gratified with 
the favorable niogress towards reorBaoization 
in Florida, ana directs me to say that ha re- 
tfardf the ratiBcatioa by the Legislature of the 
wagMiionalamndnuattilf UwCoostiitdtiaiiof 


the United States ae indispeniable to a snocess- 
ful reetoration of the true legal relations be- 
twseu Florida and the other States, and equally 
iudiBpensable to the return of peooe and har- 
mony throughout the Bepablic. 

WiLLIAU H. SewAso. 

viBeiiru. 


rebel legislature in Bichmood, waa had to 
cuiibider a suggestion that the Legislature re- 
fL^embla to call a Gonyention ta restore Virginia 
to tba Union, said to be with tbe concurrence at 
Prtsideiit Lincoln. 

April 12 — This address was published in tba 
Kidiinond Whig: 


A0EBE9S TO THE PBOFUS OJ V 

The undersigned, membera of the Legislatnra 
of tha State o7 Virginia, in connection with a 
number of the citizens of the State, whose 
namea are attached to this paper, in view of tha 
evacuation of the city of Richmond by the Con-- 
federate governmeot and its occupation by the 
military anthoritieB of tha United States, tha 
Burroaaer of the army of northern Virginia,' 
find the suapecsion of the' Jurisdiction or Ui« 
civil power of the State, are of the opinion that 
an immediate meeting of the General Assembly 
of tbe State is called for by the exigencies of tha 
situation. The consent of the military authori- 
liea of the United States to a aessioa- of th« 
Legislature in Bi'chinond, in oorinection wtth 
the Governor and Lieutenant Govemar, to tlieir' 
free dellberAtion upon public af&irs, and to 1^ 
Ingres and departure of all its members under 
Eale conduot, hoe been obtained. 

The United States anthoriti^s will afford trana- 
portation from any point under their conttol to 
any of tha persons before mentioned. 

Tlic matters to be eubmitted to the Legislatura 
are the restoration of peace to the State of Vir- 
ginia, and the adjustment of the questions, in- 
volving life, liberty and property, that hava 
.iirii^en in the State aa a cooaequenoe of war. 

Wo, therefore, earnestly request tha Governor, 
Liautanant Governor, and members of the Legis- 
hiturc, torepair tothiscity by the 25thof Apnl, 

Wo understand that full protection to penons 
and property will be afforded in the State, and 
we recommeud to peaceful citizens to remain at 
Liieir homes and pursue their usual avocationa 
with confidence that ^ey will not be interroptai^ 

Wo earnestly solicit the attendance in Rich- 
mond, on or before tha 25th of April, instant, 
of tha following persons, citizens of Virginia, 
to confer with na as to the best means of reetor- 
iug peace to the State of Virginia. We b»TO 
^utuLcd aafe conduct from the military authori< 
ties of tha United States for them to-entei t^o 
city and depart without molestation : 

Hoaa. R. M. T. Hunter, A. T. Coperton, Wm. 
C. Rives, John Letcher, A. H. H. Stuart, B. L. 
MnntJgue, Fayette McMuUen, J. P. Holcombe, 
Alai. Bives, B. Johneon Barbour, i^as. Bath(>UT, 
Wm. Ii. Goggin; J. B. BaldwiDi Thos. 8. GAuAe 
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Bon, Waller Staples, S. D. Miller, Thos. J. Ran- 
dolph, Wm. T. Early, R. A. Claybrook, John 
Critcher Williams, T. H. Eppes, and those other 
persons for whom passports have been procured, 
and especially others whom we consiaer it un- 
nepessary to mention. Signed — 

A. J. Alarshall, Senator from Fauquier. 

John Wesson, Senator from Marion. 

James Venable, Senator elect from Petersburg. 

■ David J. Burr, of the House of Delegates, 
from Richmond. 

David J. Saunders, of the House oi^ Delegates, 
Richmond city. 

L. S. Hall, of the House of Delegates, Wetzel 
county. 

J. J. English, of the House of Delegates, 
Henrico county. 

Wm, Ambers, of the House of Delegates, 
Chesterfield county. 

A. M. Keetz, House Delegates, Petersburg. 

H. W. Thomas, Second Auditor, Richmond. 

Lieutenant L. L. Moncure, Chief Clerk, Second 
Auditor's office. 

Joseph Mayo, Mayor, city of Richmond. 

Robert S. Howard, Clerk Hustings Court, 
Richmond city. 

Thomas W. Dudley, Sergeant, Richmond city. 
. Littleton Tazewell, Commonwealth's Attor- 
ney, Richmond city. ^ . 

Wm. T. Jaynes, Judge of the Circuit Court, 
Petersburg. 

John A. Meredith, Judge of the Circuit Court, 
Richmond. * 

Wm. H. Lyons, Judge of the Hustings Court, 
Richmond. 

Wm. C. Wickham, Member of Congress, Rich- 
mond. 

Benjamin S. Ewell, President of William and 
Mary College. 

Nat. Tyler, editor Richmond Enquirer, 
. R. F. Walker, publisher. Examiner, 
, J. R. Anderson, Richmond. 

R. R. Howison, Richmond. 
. W. Goddin, Richmond. 
. P. Q. Baglcy, Richmond. 
. F. J. Smith, Richmond. 

Franklin Sterns, Henrico, 

John Lyon, Petersburg. 

. Thomas B. Fisher, Fauquier. ^ 

. Wm. M. Harrison, Charles City. 
, Cyrus Hall, Ritchie. 

Thos. W. Garnett, King and Queen. 
, James A. Scott, Richmond. 

I.cohcpr in the preceding recommendation. 

J. A. Campbell. 

Approved for publication in the Whig and in 
handbill form, G. Weitzel, 

Major Okneral Commanding, 

Richmond, Va., April 11, 1865. 

. April 12 — Said authority revoked in'this tele- 
^am from President Lincoln to Major Ge^eral 
Weitzel, being the last telegram ever transmitted 
by the former : 

. Office U. S. Mimtaey Telegraph, 

War Department, 
Washington, D. C, April 12, 1865. 
Major General Weitzel, Bichmxma, Va.: 
• I have just seen Judge Campbell's letter to 
yoa of the 7th. He assumes, as Appears to me, 
that I have called ihe insurgent Legislature of 
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Virginia together, as the rightful Legislature of I 
the State, to settle all differences with the United i! 
States. I have done no such thing. I spoke ctfj 
them not ,as a legislature, but as " the gentle* 
men who fiave acted as the Legislature of Vir- 
ginia in support of the rebellion." I did thii 
on purpose to exclude the assumption that J wai 
recognizing them as a rightful body. I deaU^ 
with them as men having power de facto to do 
a specific thing, to wit, " to withdraw the Vir- 
ginia troops and other support from resistanci 
to the General Government," for which, in the 
paper handed to Judge Campbell, I promised a 
specifier equivalent, to wit, a remission to the 
people of the State, except in certain cases, the 
connscation of their property. I meant this and 
no more. . Inasmuch, however, as Jud^e Camp- 
bell misconstrues this, and is still pressing for aa ' 
armistice, contrarv to the explicit statement of 
the paper I gave him ; and particularly as Gen. 
Grant nas since captured the Virginia troops, so 
that giving a consideration for their withdrawal 
is Ho longer applicable, let my letter to you and 
the paper to Judge Campbell both be withdrawn 
or countermanded, and ne be notified of it. Do 
not now allow them to assemble ; but if any 
have come, allow them safe return to their homes. 

A. Linoolh. 

May 9 — President Johnson issued an execu- 
tive order recognizing the Pierpoint Adminis- 
tration as that of Virginia. (See President 
Johnson's Orders, p. 8.) 

June 19 — Legislature met. . . 

June 20 — Bill passed prescribing means by 
which persons who h&ve teen disfranchise^ by 
the third article of the constitution may be re- 
stored to the rights of voters. [It provides, 
substantially, that persons, otherwise qualified 
as voters, who take the amnesty oath and as 
oath to uphold the executive government of 
Virginia, snail be qualified as voters,] 

June 21 — Bill passed submitting to a vote of 
the people whether the legislature to be chosen 
at the next election should havci power to alter 
or amend the third article of the constitution, 
which is in these words : 

" No person shall vote or hold office nnder 
this constitution who has held office under the 
so-called Confederate government, or under any 
rebellious State government, or who has been a 
member of the so-called Confederate Congress, 
or a member of any State Legislature in rebel- 
lion against the authority of tne United States, 
excepting therefrom the county officers." 

June^ — Legislature adjourned. 

October 12 — Election held for Representatives 
in Congress. The vote on empowering the 
Legislature to alter the third article almost 
unanimously affirmative. 

December 4 — Legislature assembled. A bill 
passed, providing that all qualified voters here- 
tofore identified with '' the rebellion," and not 
excluded from the amnesty proclamation by 
President Johnson (with the exception of those 
embraced in the " f 20,000 clause,") can appear 
before a notary . public, or other . persons au- 
thorized to administer oaths, under the. restored 
Government, and recover the right of suf- 
frage^ by taking thtf amnesty oath of the 29th of 
Jiay; 1066, ma Qsnh :to jiiii^port thp .reetpred Qor- 
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7ii^imn(ir of Virginia, and to protect and defeod 
'Oft^COonatitutioD of tha United States. He aiso 
re:j-_AMomefl eligible to office, unless be has " held 
' ^-office nnder tba so-ciUed Confederate govern- 
i ;>iXieat, or under &aj rebellious State eovernment, 
r ^01 baa beet) a meiaber of the BO-called Coafede- 
<;^iwtB CongresB, or a member of any State Legia- 
c ; bhtore in rebellion against the authority of the 
T>.^ited Stales," excepting therefrom county 

.4 


-• ■ 1865, March 4^ William Q. Btownlow elected 
'^ OoTOrnor, under the organiiation effected by 
'^ Andrew Johnson, Milita^ Governor. Brown- 
■i' low received 23,352 votes, Beatteriae 37. 
'- ifilne 6 — Franchise act pasaed, with these pro- 

■'•f ^o. 1. Bt it enacted, (£c., That the fallowing 
^-J JWBOns, to wit: 

■J ' 1. Every white man twenty-one years of age, 
^^ adtiienoi the United States and a citizen of tne 
^■i ewmtywh'erein he may offer his vote aix months 
t: n«zt preceding the da^ of election, and publicly 
=7 known to have entertained unconditional Dniou 
'^ iwtimeiits from t^be outbreak of tbe rebellion 

nntdl the present time ; and 
„. 2. Every white man, & citizen of the United 
'^^ Stales and a citizen of the county wherein be 
-^ mayofFer his vote six months next preceding the 
day of electiion, having arrived at the sgje of 
twenfr-one years since March 4, 1865; Froindtd, 
Tiist he haa not been engaged in armed rebel- 
lion agftiust the authority of the United States 
yolnntarily ; and . 

3. Every white man of lawful ^e coming 
from another State, and being a citizen of the 
United States, on proof of loyalty to the United 
Btatss, and being a citizen of the county wherein 
he may offer his vote six months next preceding 
Ute dav of election ; and 

4. Every white man, a citizen of the United 
Btktes and a citisen of this 8tate, who has served 
as a soldier in thearmy of tbe United States, and 
has been or may he hereafter honorably dis- 
charged therefrom ; and 

6. avery white manof lawfnl age.acitizanof 
tte United States and a citizen of tbe county 
wherein he may oQer his vote six months next 
prac^ng the day of election, who was con- 
scripted Dv force into the so-called confederate 


army, i 


s known to be a Union man, o 


led by tbe testimony of two voters under the 

prflvious clauses of this section ; and 

6. Every white man who voted in this State 
at the presidential election in November, 1864, 
«t voted on the 22d of Fehruary, 1865, or voted 
on the 4th of March, 1S6S, in this State, and all 
others who had taken the "oath of allegiance" 
to the United States, and may be known bv the 
jni^ea of election to have been true friends to 
the Qovernmentof the United States, and would 
have .voted in said previously mentioned elec- 
tions if the same had been holden within their 


■0-called Confeaecato States of America, or who 


have left judicial stations under the United 
Statee or the State of Tennessee to aid, in any 
way, the existing or recent rebellion agaiost the 
autliority of the United States, or who are or 
shall have been military or naval officers of the 
" called Confederate Slates, above the rank of 

[>lain in the army or lieutenant in the navy; 

who have left seats in the United Statee Con- 

iss or seats in tbe Legislature of the State of 

□oessee. to aid in said rebellion, or have re- 
signed commissions in the army or navy of the 
United States, and afterward have volnntority 
given aid to said rebellion ; or persons who have 
been engaged in treating otherwise than law- 
fully, as prisoners of war, persons found in the 
United States service as officers, soldiers, seamen, 
or in any other capacities ; or persona who have 
been or are absentees from the United Stales for 
tbe porpose of aiding the rebellion ; or persons 
who held pretended offices under the govern- 
ment of States in insurrection against the United 
States; or persons who left their homes within 
tbe jurisdiction and protection of the United 
States, or fied before the approach of the na- 
tional forces and passed beyond tbe Federal mil- 
itary lines into the so-called Coofederats States, 
for the purpose of aiding the rebellion, shall be 
denied and refused the privilege of the elective 
franchise in this State for the term of fifteen 
years from and after the passage of this act. 

Seo. 3. That all other persons, except those 
mentioned in section one oT this act. are bersby 
and henceforth excluded and denied the exercise 
of tbe priviluge of the elective franchise in this 
State for the term of five years from and after 
the pauaee of this act. 

Seo. 4. That all persons embraced in section 
three of this act. after the expiration of said 
five years, may be readmitted to the privile^ 
of the elective franchise by petition to tbe ctr- 
coit or chancery court, on proof of loyalty to 
the United Stat^, in open court, upon the testi- 
mony of two or more loyal citizens of the United 
SUtes. 

July IS^PjesidentJohnsonaent this telegram: 
WAflHMQTOH, D. C— 3.50 F. M., 

Juiy 16, ises. 

7b Governor W. O. Brovmlow : 

I hope, as 1 have no doubt you will hm, that 
the laws passed by tbe last Legislature are Mtli- 
fnlly executed, and that all illegal voters in the 
approaching election be kept from the polls, and 
that the election of members of Cougreaa be 
conducted foirlj. Whenever it becomes neees- 
sary for the execution of the law and the protec- 
tion of the ballot-box, you will cull upon Qene- 
ral Thomas for sufficient milituj force to bob-. 
tain the civil authority of the State. I have 
just read your address, which I most heartily 
endorse. Ajtobbw Johhsob, 

Pruidtnl U. 8. A. 

1836, April 12 — An amendment to the fran- 
chise act passed the House, 41 to 15. 

May 3— The Senate passed it, 13 to 6. It> 
principal provisions are : 

Sec, 1. That every white male inhabitani of 
this State of the age of twenty-on^ years, a citi- 
zen of the United States and a resident of tbe 
county wherein he may offer his vote six monOie 
next preceding the day of election, shall be ehti- 
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tied to the pmilege of the elective franchise, 
BUhject to the following exceptions and disquali- 
fications, to wit : 

First. Said voter shall have never home arms 
against the Government of the United States for 
the purpose of aiding the late rehellion, nor have 
voluntarily given aid, comfort, countenance, 
counsel, or encouragement to any rehellion 
a^inst the authority of the United States Gov- 
ernment, nor aided, countenanced, or encouraged 
acts of hostility thereto. 

Second. That said voter shall have never 
sought, or voluntarily accepted, any office, civil 
or military, or attempted to exercise the func- 
tions of any office, civil or military, under the 
authority or pretended authority of the so-called 
Confederate States of America, or of any insur- 
rectionary State whatever, hostile or opposed to 
the authority of the United States Government, 
with the intent and desire to aid said rehellion 
oi insurrectionary authority. 

Third. That said voter shall have never volun- 
tarily supported any pretended government, 
power, or authority hostile or inimical to the au- 
. thority of the United States, hy contrihutions in 
money or property, hy persuasion or influence, 
or in any other way whatever ; Provided, That 
the foregoing restrictions and disqualifications 
shail not apply to any white citisen who may 
have served in and heen honorahly discharged 
from the army of navy of the United States 
since the Ist day of January, 1862, nor to those 
who voted in the Presidential election in No- 
vember, 1864, or voted in the election for " rati- 
fication or rejection " in February, 1865, or voted 
in the election held on the 4th day of March of 
the same year for Governor and members of the 
Legislature, nor to those who have been appointed 
to any civil or military office by Andrew John- 
son, Military Governor, or William G. Brown- 
low, Governor of Tennessee, all of whom are 
hereby declared to be qualified voters upon their 
complying with the requirements of this act : 
Proiiaed, That this latter clause shall not apply 
to any commission issued upod any election 
which may have been held. 

Ssa 2. That the Governor of the State shall, 
within sixty days after the passage of this act, 
appoint- a commissioner of registration for each 
ana every county in the State, who shall, with- 
out delay, enter upon the discharge of his duties, 
amd who shall have full power to administer the 
neoessary oaths provided by this act 

May 19— A bill was passed to disqualify cer- 
tain persons from holding office, civil or military. 
It excludes those persons who held civil or 
diplomatic offices, or were agents of the so called 
Confederate States, or who left judicial stations 
under the United States, or the State of Tennes- 
see, to aid the rebellion, or who were military 
or naval officers of the so-called Confederate 
States, above the rank of captain in the army, 
or lieutenant in the navy, or who left seats in 
the United States Conjzress, or seats in the Leu^s- 
lature of the State of Tennessee, to aid the rebel- 
lion, or who resigned commissions in the army or 
navy of the United States and afterward gave 
voluntary aid to the rebellion, or who absented 
themselves from the State of Tennessee to give 
such aid, or who held offices under the States in 


insurrection against the United States withhiteol< 
to aid the rebellion, or who ever held office hi 
the State of Tennessee oT legislative, judicial, or 
executive character, under an oath to suppcifc 
the constitution of the State of Tennessee, andi 
who violated said oath, and save voluntary aid 
or countenance to the rebellion, that each ao4> 
all be excluded from all offices. State, county, or 
municipal; 

It also provides that any qualified voter shall, 
not be excluded from office by the provisions of |. 
this bill, as amended. 

May — The Senate rejected a'suffrage bill I 
16 to 5, which proposed to allow all blacKs 2iml 
whites of legal age to vote, and exclude ^ 
after 18*^5, who cannot read. 

May 28 — ^The Legislature adjourned until No- 
vember 28. 

TEXAS. 

1866, June 17 — Andrew J. Hamilto» ap- 
pointed Provisional Governor. 

1866, March — Convention met. 

April 2 — Convention adjourned. The Con- 
stitution to be voted on, June 5. It abolishei- 
slavery, and annuls the Secession Ordinance. 
The war debt has been repudiated. Five yean , 
residence required for eligibility to the LegisU- 
ture. White population is the basis of repre- 
sentation for State purposes. An ordinance, 
passed exempting all persons who, under au- 
thority of civil or military power, had inflicted 
injury upon nersons during the war, froxaao- 
countability tnerefor. 

ABKAN8A8. 

1865, October 80 — President Johnson sent 
this telegram to Governor Isaac Murphy, 
elected Governor under the free State organi- 
zation formerly made. 

Executive Office, WAsunrGToi, D. 0., 
October 30, 1865. 
To Gov. MusPET, Little Bock, Arkansas : . 

There will be no interference with youf pre»> 
ent organization of State government. I nave= 
learned from E. W. Gantt, Esq., and other 
sources, that all is working well, and yon will 
proceed and resume the former relations with 
the Federal Government, and all the aid in the 
power of the Government will be ^ven in ro- 
storing the State to its former relations. 

AiTDBBw JoHirsojsr, Fret't of the U, & 

LOUISIAHA. 

There was no interference with the State 
organization formerly made. 

1865, November — J. M. Wells was elected 
Governor, and Albert Voorhis, Lieut. Governor. 

November 23 — Legislature met in extra ses- 
sion again; under proclamation of the Governor. 
December 22 — Legislature adjourned. 

1866, March — J. T. Monroe elected mayor of 
New Orleans, and James 0. Nixon an alderman, 

March 19---General Canby issued an order 
suspending them from the exercise of any of Uie 
functions of these offices until the pleasure of 
the President be made known — as they oome 
within the excepted class of the President's proo- 
lamation. They were subsequently pardoned; 
on application,, and took the afficea. 
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VOETH OASOLINA. 

1866; March 10— The act " concerning negroes, 
ftnd persons of color, or of mixed blood," passed 
by the Legislature, declares that " negroes and 
their issue, even where one ancestor in each suc- 
ceeding generation to the fourth inclusive, is 
white, shall be deemed persons of color." It 
gives them all the privileges of white persons 
Before the courts in the mode of prosecuting, de- 
fending, continuing, removing, and transferring 
their suits at law and in equity, a^d makes them 
eligible as witnesses, when not otherwise innom- 
petent, in " all controversies at law and in equity 
where the rights of persons or property of per- 
sons of color shall be put in issue, and would be 
oondaded by the j udgment or decree of court ; 
and also in pleas of the State, where the violence, 
fraad,or injury alleged shall be charged to have 
been done by or to persons of color. In all other 
dvil and criminal cases such evidence shall be 
deemed inadmissible, unless bv consent of the 
partdee of record : Provided^ That this section 
shall not go into effect until jurisdiction in mat- 
ters relating to freedmen shall be fully com- 
mitted to the courts of this State : Promded far- 
ther ^ That no person shall be deemed incompe- 
tent to bear testimony in such cases, because of 
being a party to the record or in interest." 

The criminal laws of the State are extended in 
their operation to embrace persons of color, and 
the same punishment is innicted on them as on 
the whites, except for rape, which, if a white 
female is the victim, is a capital crime for a black. 
The law regarding apprentices is so amended as 
to make its provisions applicable to blacks, but 
it eiyes the former masters the preference, and 
dedares that they should be regarded as the 
most suitable persons. Provision is also made 
for legalizing the marriages of the blacks con- 
tracted during slavery, and for punishment of 
illioit cohabitation. All which is modified by 
a proviso that the act shall not take effect until 
after the Freedmen's Bureau is removed. Where 
men and women, lately slaves, now cohabit to- 

§ ether in the relation of husband and wife, they 
liaU be deemed to have been lawfully married 
at the time of the commencement of such cohabi- 
tation ; and they are required to go before the 
d6rk of the county court, acknowledge the co- 
habitation, of which record shall be made, and 
shall be prima fade evidence of the statements 
made. 

All contracts between any persons whatever, 
whereof one or more of them shall be a person 
ot color, for the sale or purchase of any norse, 
mule, ass, jennet, neat cattle, hog, sheep, or 
goat, whatever may be the value of such articles, 
and all contracts between such persons for any 
other article or articles of property whatever of 


the value of ten dollars or more^ and all contracts 
executed or executory between such persona for 
the payment of money of the value of. ten dol- 
lars or more, shall be void as to all persons what- 
ever, unless the same be put in writing and 
signed by the vendors or deotors, and witnessed 
by a white person who can read and write. 

Marriage oetween white persons and persons 
of color shall be void ; and every person au- 
thorized to solemnize the rites of matrimony, 
who shall knowingly solemnize the same between 
such persons, and ©very clerk of a court who 
shall knowingly issue license for their marriage, 
shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and, 
moreover, shall pay a penalty of five hxmdied 
dollars to any person suing for the same. 

KI83I8BIFPI. 
An Act to refin^ate the Belation of Kaster and 
Apprentice relative to Freedmen, FreeNegroeSi 
and Mnlattoes, November 22, 1865. 

Sec. 1 provides that it shall be the duty of all 
sheriffiB, justices of the peace, and other civil 
officers of the several counties in this State to 
report to the probate courts of their respective 
counties semi-annually, at the January and 
July terms of said courts, all freedmen, free 
negroes, and mulattoes, under the age of eighteen, 
within their respective counties, beats, or dis- 
tricts, who are orphans, or whose parent or 
parents have not the means, or who refuse to pro- 
vide for and support said minors, and thereupon 
it shall be the duty of said probate court to or- 
der the clerk of said court to apprentice said 
minors to some competent and suitable person, 
on such terms as the court may direct, having a 
particular care to the interest of sai^minors: 
jPr(mded, That the former owner of said minors 
shall have the preference when, in the opinion 
of the court, he or she shall be a suitable per- 
son for that purpose. 

Seo. 2 provides that the said court shall be 
fully satisfied tliat the person or persons to whom 
said, minor shall be apprenticed shall be a suita- 
ble person to have the charge and care of said 
minor, and fully to protect the interest of said 
minor: Provided, That said apprentice shall 
be bound by indenture, in case -of males until 
they are twenty-one years oM, and in case of 
females until they are eighteen years old. 

Sec. 3 provides that in the management and 
control of said apprentices said master or mis- 
tress shall have power to inflict such moderate 
corporeal chastisement as a father or guardian 
is allowed to inflict on his or her child or ward 
at common law : Provided, That in no case shall 
cruel or inhuman punishment be inflicted. 

Seo. 4 provides that if any apprentice shall 
leave the employment of his or her master or 
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mistress, without his or her consent, said mas- 
ter or mistress may pursae and recapture said 
apprentice, and bring him or her before any 
justice of the peace of the county, whose duty 
it shall be to remand said apprentice to the ser- 
vice of his or her master or mistress ; and in the 
event of a refusal on the part of said apprentice 
80 to return, then said justice shall commit said 
apprentice to the jail of said countv, on failure 
to give bond, until the next term of the county 
court ; and it shall be the duty of said court, at 
;he first term thereafter, to investigate said ca^e, 
and if the court shall be of opinion that said 
apprentice left the employment of his or her 
master or mistress without good cause, to order 
him or her to be punished, as provided for the 
I>unishment of hired freedmen, as may be from 
time to time provided for by law for desertion, 
until he or she shall agree to return to his or 
her master or mistress: Provided^ That the 
court may grant continuances, as in other cases *. 
And provided further. That if the court shall 
believe that said apprentice had good cause to 
quit his said master or mistress, the court shall 
discharge said apprentice from said indenture, 
and also enter a judgment against the master or 
mistress, for not more than one hundred dol- 
lars, for the use and benefit of said apprentice, 
to be collected on execution, as in other cases. 

Sbc. 6 provides that if any person entice avi^ay 
any apprentice from his or ner master or mis- 
tress, or shall knowingly employ an apprentice, 
oiv furnish him or her food or clothing, without 
the written consent of his or her master or mis- 
tress, or shall sell or give said appren^tice ardent 
spirits without such consent, said person so of- 
fending shall be deemed guilty of a high misde- 
meanor, and shall on conviction thereof before 
the county court, be punished as provided for the 
punishment of persons enticing from their em- 
ployer hired freedmen, free negroes, or mulattoes. 

Sec. 6 makes it the duty of all civil officers to 
report any minors within their respective coun- 
ties to said probata court for apprenticeship. 

Sec. 9 provides that it shall oe lawful for any 
freedman, free negro, or mulatto, having a minor 
child or children, to apprentice the said minor 
child or children as provided for by this act. 

SEcf 10 provides tnat in all cases where the 
age of the freedman, free negro, or mulatto can- 
not be ascertained by record testimony, the 
judge of the county court shall fix the age. 

The Vagrant Act, November 24, 1865. 

Sec. 1 defines who are vagrants. 

Seo. 2 provides that all freedmen, free negroes, 
and mulattoes in this State, over the age of 
eighteen years, found on the second Monday in 
January, 1.866, or thereafter, with no lawful 
emplovment or business, or found unlawfully 
assembling themselves together, either in the 
day or night time, and all white persons so 
assembling with freedmen, free negroes, or mu- 
lattoes, or usually a8.soci^ting wiui freedmen, 
free negroes, or mulattoes on terras of equality, 
or living in adultery or fornication with a freed - 
woman, free negro, or mulatto, shall be deemed 
vagrants, and on conviction thereof shall be 
fined in the sum of not exceeding, in thocafseof 
a freedman, free negro or mulatto, fifty dollars, 
and a white man two hundred dollars, and im- 


prisoned, at the discretion of the court, t 
free negro not exceeding ten days, and the wb: 
man not exceeding six months. 

Sec. 3 gives all justices of the peace, mayo 
and aldermen jurisdiction to try all questions 
vagrancy, and it is made their duty to an 
parties violating any provisions of this act, 
vestigate the charges, and, on conviction, pan 
as provided. It is made the duty of all sneri 
constables, town constables, city marshals, a 
all like officers, to report to some ofiicer hav 
jurisdiction all violations of any of the pro^ 
ions of this act, and it is made the duty of 
county courts to inquire if any officer has n 
lected any of these duties, and if guilty^toi 
him not exceeding $100, to be paid into 
county treasury. 

Sec. 5 proviaes that all fines and forfeiti 
collected under the provisions of this act si 
be paid into the county treasury for gen( 
county purposes, and in case any ft-eedman, i 
negro or mulatto, shall fail for five days aJ 
the imposition of any fine or forfeiture uj 
him or her, for violation of any of the proi 
ions of this act to pay the same, that it shall 
and is hereby made, the duty of the sheriff 
the proper county to hire out said freedm 
free negro or mulatto, to any person who w 
for the shortest period of service, pay » 
fine or forfeiture and all costs : Froindea, A pi 
erence shall be given to the employer, if th 
be one, in which case the employer shall 
entitled to deduct and retain the amount so p 
from the wages of such freedman, free negrc 
mulatto, then due or to become due ; and in ( 
such freedman, free negro or mulatto cannot 
hired out, he or she may be dealt with as a pan] 

Sec. 6 provides that the same duties and 
bilities existing among white persons of 
State shall attach to freedmen-, free negroes : 
mulattoes, to support their indigent families ; 
all colored paupers ; and that in order to sec 
a support for such indigent freedmen, free 
groes and mulattoes, it snail be lawful, and i 
hereby made the duty of the boards of con 
police of each county in this State, to lev 
poll or capitation tax on each and every fr< 
man, free negro or mulatto, between the age 
eighteen and sixty years, not to exceed the i 
of one dollar annually to each person so ta: 
which tax when collected shall he paid into 
county treasurer's hands, and constitute a f 
to be called the freedmen's pauper fund, wl 
shall be applied by the commissioners of 
poor for tne maintenance of the poor of 
freedmen, free negroes and mulattoes, of 
State, under such regulations as may be esi 
lished by the boards of the county police in 
respective counties of this State. 

Sec. 7 provides that if any freedman, 
negro or mulatto shall fail or refuse to ; 
any tax levied according to the provision* 
the sixth section of this act, it pliall he;^ 
facie evidence of vagrancy, and it shall l»e 
duty of the sheriff to arrest such freedman, I 
negro or mulatto, or such persons refusinp 
neglecting; to nay such lax, and proceed at o 
to hire, for the shortest lime, such delinnii 
taxpayer to any one who wili pay the 8aid 1 
with the accruing costs, giving prelerence to 
empleycr, if there be one. 
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Act to confer (^vil Bights on Freedmen, 
•ad for other Purposes, Kovember 25, 1865. 

Section 1 provides that all freedmen, .free 
segroes and malattoes may sue and be sued, 
implead and be impleaded in all the courts of 
law and equity of this State, and may acquire 
'.-personal property and choses in action by de- 
^Bcent or purchase, and may dispose of the same 
'fin the same manner and to the same extent that 
vWhite persons may : Provided, That the provis- 
lioQs 01 this section shall not be so construed as 
allow any freedman, free negro or mulatto to 
it or lease any lands or teaements, except in 
icorporated towns or cities, in which places the 
oorporate authorities shall control the same. 
Sec. 2 provides that all freedmen, free negroes 
JL tnd mulattoes may intermarry with each other 
I in the same manner and under the same regula- 
rtions that are provided by law for white per- 
; ions : Provided, That the clerk of probate snail 
.keep separate records of the same. 

Seo. 3 further provides that all freedmen, free 
negroes and mulattoes, who do now and have 
heretofore lived and cohabited together as hus- 
bc^d and wife shall be taken and held in law as 
legally married, and the issue shall bo taken and 
IkSLd as legitimate for all purposes. That it shall 
not be lawful for any freedman, free negro or mu- 
latto to intermarry with any white person^ nor 
for any white person to intermarrv with any 
freedman, free negro or mulatto ; and any person 
irho shall so intermarry shall be deemed guilty 
of felony, and on conviction thereof, shall be 
confined in the State penitentiary for life ; and 
those shall be deemed freedmen, free negroes and 
mulattoes who are of pure negro blood, and those 
descended from a negro to the third generation, 
inclnsive, thoush one ancestor of each genera- 
tion may have oeen a white person. 

Seo. 4 provides that in addition to cases in 
which freedmen, free negroes and mulattoes are 
now by law competent witnesses, freedmen, free 
negroes and mulattoes shall be competent in 
eiyil cases, when a party or parties to the suit, 
either plaintiff or plain tifiEs, defendant or defend- 
ants; also in cases, where freedmen, free negroes 
tnd mulattoes are either plaintiff or plaintiff 
defendant or defendants, and a white person or 
white persons is or are the opposins party or 
parties, plaintiff or plaintiffs, defendant or de- 
fendants. They shall also be competent wit- 
nesses in all criminal prosecutions where the 
Grime charged is alleged to have been com- 
mitted by a white person upon or against 
the person or property of a freedman, free 
negro or mulatto: Provided, That in all cases 
saui witnesses shall be examined in open court 
on the stand, except, however, thev may be 
examined before the grand jury, ana shall in 
1^ cases be subject to the rules and tests of the 
common law as to competency and credibility. 
Seo. 5 provides that every freedman, free 
negro, and mulatto shall on the second Mon- 
day of January, one thousand eight hundred and 
sixty-six, and annually thereafter, have a law- 
fol home or employment, and shall have writ- 
ten evidence thereof, as follows, to wit : If liv- 
ins in any incorporated city, town, or village, 
ft Bcense from the mayor thereof, and if living 
oatiide of any incorporated city, town, or 


village, from the member of the board of police 
of his beat, authorizing him or her to do irregu- 
lar and job work, or a written contract, as pro- 
vided in section six of this act; which licenses 
may be revoked for cause at any time by the 
authority granting the same. 

Seo. 6 provides that all contracts for labor 
made witn freedmen, free negroes, and mulat- 
toes, for a longer period than one month, shall 
be in writing and m duplicate, attested and read 
to said freeoman, free negro, or mulatto by a 
beat, city, or county officer or two disinterested 
white persons of the county in which the labor 
is to be performed, of which each party shall 
have one ; and said contracts shall be taken ana 
held as entire contracts, and if the laborer shall 
quit the service of the employer before the expi- 
ration of his term of service without good cause, 
he shall forfeit his wages for that year up to the 
time of quitting. 

Sbo. 7. proviaes that every civil officer shall, 
and every person may arrest and carry back to 
his or her legal employer any freedman, free ne- 
gro, or mulatto who snail have quit the service 
of his or her employer before the expiration of 
his or her term of service without good cause ; 
and said officer and person shall be entitled to 
receive for arresting and carrying back every 
deserting emptoyS aforesaid the sum of five dol- 
lars, and ten cents per «iile from the place of 
arrest to the place of delivery, and the same 
shall be paid by the employer and held as a 
set-off for 80 much against the wages of said de- 
sorting employ^ : Provided, That said arrested 
party after being so returned may appeal to a 
justice of the peace or member of the board of 
the police of the county, who, on notice to the 
alleged employer, shall try, summarily, whether 
said appellant is legally employed by the 
alleged employer and has good cause to quit 
said employer; either party shall have the 
right of appeal to the county court, pending 
which the alleged deserter shall be remanded to 
the alleged employer, or otherwise disposed of 
as shall be right and just ; and the decision of 
the county court shall be final. 

Seo. 8 provides that upon affidavit made by 
the employer of any freedman, free negro, or 
mulatto, or other credible person, before any 
justice of the peace or member of the board 
of police, that any freedman, free negro, or 
mulatto, legally employed by said employer, 
has illegally deserted said employment, such 
justice of the peace or member of the board 
of police shall issue his warrant or warrants, 
returnable before himself or other such officer, 
directed to any sheriff, constable, or specisfl 
deputy, commanding him to arrest saia de- 
serter and return him or her to said employer, 
and the like proceedings shall be had as provided 
in the preceding section ; and it shall be lawful 
for any officer to whom sueh warrant shall be 
directed to execute said warrant in any county 
of this State, and that said warrant may be 
transmitted without indorsement to any like 
officer of another county to be executed and re- 
turned as aforesaid, and the said employer shall 
pay the cost of said warrants and arrest and re- 
turn, which shall be set off for so much against 
the wages of said deserter. 


.!?2 

Sea 9 provides tLat if anv person ehftU per- 
. Biude, or actompt to peisaade, entice, or caaae 
any freedman, ires negro, or mulatto to desert 
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trom the legal employmectof any person 
the expiration of biB or her teim or serviv>., ». 
Bhall knowingly employ any such deserting 
freedmau, £iee negro, or malatto, or ebalt know- 
In^y give or aell to any euch deserting treed- 
iiiaQ, &ee negro, or uuktlo. any food, raiment, 

. oi other thins, lie or she shall beguilty of amia- 
decneanor, and upon couyiction shall be£nednot 
leas than twenty-five dollars and not more than 
two hundred dollars and the costs ; and if said 
fino and coats shall not be immediately paid, the 
conrt shall sentence said convict to not eiceed- 
ing two months' imprisonment in the county 

. iaU, and he or she shall, moreover, be liable to 


lice, or cause any freedman, free negro, 
UUo to desert from any legal employment of any 
person with the view to employ eaid freedman, 
iree negro, or mulatto without the limits of thia 
Btate. such person, on conviction, shall be Gned 
not less than fifty dollars and not more than five 
hiindred dollars and coats; and if said fins and 
costs shall not be immediately paid the conrt 
shall sentence said convict to not exceeding six 
months' imprisonment in the county jail. 

Sec, 10 provides that it shall belawful for any 
freedman, free negro, or mulatto to charge any 
white person, freedman, free negro, or molatto, 
by afhdavit, with any criminal offence against 
his or her person or property, and upon anch 
afhdavit the proper process ahall be ie.'iued and 
executed as il said affidavit waa made by awhtte 
person, and it shall be lawful for any freedman, 
tree negro, or mulatto, in any action, suit, or 
controversy pending or about to be iaitituted in 
any court of law or equity in this State, to make 
all needful and lawful afSdavita as shall be ne- 
cessary for the institution, prosecution, or de- 
fence of Buoh suit or controversy. 

Beo. 11 provides that the penal laws of this 
State, in all cases not otherwise specially pro- 
vided for, ahall apply and extend to all freed- 
men, free negroes, and mulattoea. 
An Aot Bnppleme&tary to "As Aet.to confer 

Civil Bights upon FrMdmen," and for other 

piLrposei, Deeemtwr S, 18SS. 
Sbo. 1 provides that in every case where any 
vJitU person has been arrested and brought to 
trial, by virtue of the provisions of the tenth 
section of the above recited act, in any court 
in this State, upon sufficient proof being made 
to the court or jury, upon the trial before 
eaid court, that any freedman, free negro or 
molatto has falsely an d maliciously caused the 
arrest and trial of said white person or persons, 
the conrt shall render up a judgment against 
said freedman, free negro or mulatto for all coats 
of the case, and impose a fine not to exceed 
fifty dollars, and imprisonment in the county 
jail not to exceed twenty days; andforafailur^ 
of said freedman , free negro or mulatto to pay, 
or came to he paid, all costs, fines and jail lees, 
the sheriff of the county ia hereby authorized 
and required, after giving ten davs' public no- 
tice, to proceed to hire ont st public onlcry, at 
tha Gourt-honse of the county, said freedimui. 


freanesro r<r mulatto, for thei shortest ti 
raise the amount necessary to diacharg 
freedmau, free negrti or mulatto from all 
Snes, and jail fees aforesaid. 
AiiAattopaBlilioertain(Wenoei therelnn 
ftnd for otlier pnrpoies, ITovember 2EI, I 
Szo. 1. Be it enacted, i5o., That no free 
free negro, or mulatto, not in the milit.!) 
vice of the United States Oovernment, at 
licensed to do ao by the beard of police of 
her county, shall beep or carrv fire-arms ■ 
kind, or any ammunition, dirk, or bowia- 
and on conviction thereof, in the county 
shall be punished by fine, not exceeding t( 
lars, and pay tbe costs of such proceeding 
allsuch arms or ammunition shall be forfe 
the informer ; and it s^all be the duty of 


L, and cause him to be ci 
for trial in default of bait. 

Sec. 2, That any freedman, free negro, i 
latto, committing riots, routea, affrays, tres 
malicious mischief and cruel treatment to ai 
aeditioQs speeches, insulting gestures, Ian 
or acts, or assaults on an; person, disturb: 
the peace, exercising the functione of a m 
of the, goepel without a license from som! 
larty organized church, vending spiritu 
intoxicating liquora, or committing any 
misdemeanor, the punishment of which 
specifically provided for bylaw, shall, upo 
viction thereof, in the county court, bo fin 
less than ten dollars, and not more than on 
dred dollars, and may be imprisoned, at t 
cretion of the conrt, not exceeding thirty 

Seo. 3. That it any white person tha 
lend, or give to any fieedman, free negro, 
latto, any fire-anns, dirk, or bowie-knife, 
mnnition, or any spirituous or inloi 
liqoora, sach person or persons so offendinf 
conviction thereof,in the county conrtof hi; 
county, shall be fined not exceeding fifty <i 
and may be imprisoned, at the discretion 
court, not exceeding thirty days. 

Beo. i. That all the penal and crimina 
now in force in this State, defining oEfcnci 
prescribing the mode of punishment for 
and misdemeanors committed by slavei 
negroea or mulattoea, be and the same an 
by re-enacted, and declared to be in ful 
and effect, against freedmen, free negroi 
mnlattoes. except so far as the mode and n 
of trial and punishment have been chan 
altered by law. 

Sect, 5. That if any freedman, free ne 
mulatto, convicted of any of the misdem 
provided against in this act, shall fail or 
for the space of five days after conviction, 
the fine and costs imposed.'sach person si 
hired out by the sheriff or other officer, at 
ontery, to any white person who will pi 
fine and all cost«, and take sack convict . 
shortest time. 

OEOEQIA. 

1865, December IB — Free persons of co 
made competent witnenes in all courts ii 
where a nee person of color is a party, 
offence charged is agunst the poison or pi 
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3 person of color. Persons of color now 
3 husband and wife are declared to be so, 
, man has two or more reputed wives, or 
wo or more reputed husbands ; in such 
ley shall select one and the marriage 
y be performed. 

Feb. 23 — All male inhabitants, white 
:k, between sixteen and fifty, subject to 
1 the public roads, except such as are 
jT exempted. 

1 "i — Any officer knowingly issuing any 
e license to parties, either of whom is of 
descent ana the other a white person, 
guilty of a misdemeanor, and on convic- 
dned from two hundred to five hundred 
or imprisoned for three months, or both, 
cer or minister marrying such persons 
fined from five hundred to one thousand 
and imprisoned six months, or both. 
1 9 — That among persons of color the pa- 
ll be required to maintain his or her chil- 
tiether legitimate or illegitimate. That 
. shall be subjected to the same obli^a- 
relation to their parents, as those which 
relation to white persons. That every 
child hereafter born, is declared to bo 
:imate child of his mother, and also of his 
father, if acknowledged by such father. 

To Amend the Penal Code. 

K 12— The 4,435th sectioi* of tlje Penal 
all read as follows : 

ersons wandering or strolling about in 
, who are able to work, and who have 
erty to support them ; all persons lead- 
idle, immoral, or profligate life, who 

property to support them, and are able 

and do not work ; all persons able to 
iving no visible and known means of a 
lest, and reputable livelihood ; all per- 
/ing a fixed abode, who have no visible 
Y to support them, and who live bv steal- 
.y trading in, bartering for, or buying 
ro[>erty ; and all professional gamblers 
a idleness, shall be deemed ana consid- 
^rants, and shall be indicted as such, and 
he lawful for any person to arrest said 
s and have them bound over for trial to 
•j term of the county court; and upon con- 

they shall be fined and imprisoned or 
3d to work on the public works, for not 
■ban a year, or ^hall, in the discretion of 
rt, be bound odt to some person for a 
t longer than one year, upon such val- 
)nsideration as the court may prescribe ; 
jon giving bond in a sum not exceeding 
ayable to said court and conditioned to 
nd feed, and provide said convict with 

attendance for and during said time : 
d. That the defendant may, at any time, 
3onviction, be discharged, upon paying 
id giving bond and security in a sum not 
ng $200, payable to said court, and Con- 
or the good behavior and industry of de- 
. for one year. 

h 8 — The wilful and malicious burning 
ccupied dwelling-hout^e of another on a 
r plantation, or elsewhere, shall be pun- 
ith death ; also burglary in the night ; 
baling a horse or mule, unless recom- 
l by the jury to the mercy of the court. 

8 


March 17 — Countjr courts organized, as in 
other States, for hearing of " cases arising out 
of the relation of master and servant, Ac. 
Where such cases shall go against the servant, 
the judgment for costs upon written notice to 
the master shall operate as a garnishment against 
him, and he shall retain a sufficient amount for 
the payment thereof, out of anv wages due to 
said servant, or to become due dfuring the period 
of service, and may be cited at any time by the 
collecting officer to make answer thereto. 

March 17 — Sec. 1. That all negroes, mulat- 
toes, mestizoes, and their descendants having 
one eighth negro or African blood in their veins, 
shall be known in this State as " persons of 
color." 

2. That persons of color shall have the right 
to make and enforce contracts, to sue, be sued, 
to be parties and give evidence, to inherit, to 
purchase, lease, sell, hold, and convey real and 
personal property, and to have full and equal 
benefit of all laws and proceedings for the secu- 
rity of person and estate, anjd shall not be 
subjectea to any other or different punishment, 
pain or penalty, for the commission of any act 
or offense, than such as are prescribed for white 
persons committing like acts or offenses. 

March 20 — Crimes defined in certain sections 
named, as felonies are reduced below felonies, 
and all other crimes, punishable by fine or 
imprisonment or either, shall be likewise pun- 
ishable by a fine not exceeding $1,000, imprison- 
ment not exceeding six months, whipping not 
exceeding thirty-nine lashes, to work in a cnain- 
gang on the public works not to exceed twelve 
months, and any one or more of these punish- 
ments may be ordered in the discretion of the 
judge. 

ALABAMA. 

December — Bill pissed, " making it unlaw- 
ful for any freedmen, mulatto, or free person of 
color in this State to own fire-arms, or carrr 
about his person a pistol or other deadly weapon, 
under a penalty of a fine of $100 of imprison- 
ment three months. Also, making it unlawful 
for any person to sell, give, or lend fire-arms or 
ammunition of any description whatever to any 
freedman, free negro, or mulatto, under a penalty 
of not less than $50 not more than $100 at the 
discretion of the jury. 

December 9 — This bill passed : That all freed- 
men, free negroes, and mulattoes, shall have the 
right to sue and bo sued, plead and be impleaded 
in all . the different and various courts of this 
State, to the same extent that white persons now 
have 'by law. And they shall be competent to 
testify only in open court, and only in cases in 
which freedmen, free negroes, ana mulattoes 
are parties, either plaintiff or defendant, and in 
civil or criminal cases, for injuries in the per- 
sons and property of freedmen, free negroes, and 
mulattoes, and in all cases, civil or criminal, in 
which a freedman, free negro, or mulatto, is a 
witness against a white person, or a white per- 
son against a freedman, free negro, or mulatto, 
the parties shall be competent witnesses, and 
neither interest in the question or suit, nor mar- 
riage, shall disqualify any witness from testify- 
ing in open court. 
I 1866, Febuary 16—A law was enacted, of 
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i^hicli section 1 provMes that it shall not be 
lawful for any person to interfere with, hire, em- 
ploy, or entice away, or induce to leave the 
service of another, any laborer or servant who 
shall have stipulated or contracted, in writing, 
to serve for any given number of days, weeks, 
0^^. months, or lor one year, so long as the said 
contract shall be and remain in force and bind- 
iqig upon the parties thereto, without the con- 
sent of the party employing or to whom said 
service is due and owing in writing, or in the 
presence of some veritable white person ; and 
any person who shall knowingly interfere with, 
hire, employ, or entice away, or induce to leave 
the service aforesaid, without justifiable excuse 
therefor, before the expiration of said term of 
service so contracted and stipulated as afore- 
said, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and on 
conviction thereof, must be fined in such sum, 
not less than fifty nor more than five hundred 
dollars, as the jury trying the same may assess, 
and in no case less than double the amount of 
the injury sustained by the party from whom 
such laborer or servant was induced to leave, 
one-half to go to the party injured and the 
other to the county as fines and forfeitures. 

Sec. 2 provides that the party injured shall 
be a competent witness in allprosecutions under 
this act, notwithstanding his interest in the fine 
to be assessed. 

Sec. 3 provides that when any laborer or ser- 
vant, having contracted as provided in the first 
section of this act, shall afterward be found, be- 
fore the termination of said contract, in the 
service or employment of another, that fact 
shall be prima facie evidence that such person 
is guilty of violation of this act, if he fail and 
remse to forthwith discharge the said laborer 
or servant, after being notified and informed of 
such former contract and employment. 

A new penal code was adopted. 

The material changes introduced by the new 
penal code are briefly these : 

First. Whipping and branding are abolished, 
as legal punishments, and a new punishment is 
introduced, entitled " hard labor for the county." 
This " hard labor for the county " is put under the 
control of the court of county commissioners, 
who are authorized to employ a superintendent 
of the convicts, to make regulations for their 
government and labor, to put them to work on 
the public roads, bridges, &c., or to hire them out 
to railroad companies or private individuals. 

Second. For all offences which were heretofore 
ptinishable by fine, or by fine and imprisonment, 
either in the county jail or in the penitentiary, 
the jury may still impose a fine; to which the 
court, m its discretion, may superadd imprison- 
ment or hard labor, within specified limits in 
each case. 

.Third. The dividing line between grand and 

Setit larceny, is raised from twenty to one hun- 
red dollars ; grand larceny being made a felony, 
that is, it may be punished by imprisonment m 
the penitentiary ; while petit larceny is only a 
misdemeanor, punishable by fine, or by fine and 
iinprisonment in the county jail. 

J^ourth. A county court is established for the 
trial of misdemeanoi's. 
Fifth, Justices of the peace have jurisdiction 


of a few minor offences, such as vagran^^, Im 
ceny of less than ten dollars, and assai4i 
affrays, <fec., in which no weapon is used, 
proceedings before them conform substanti 
to proceedings before the county court. 

Ihe new code makes no distinction on accot 
of color, only marriages between white pei 
and negroes are prohibited. It went into 
June 1, 1866. 

The Governor vetoed three bills referring ^ 
persons of color. See page — . 

SOUTH CABOLINA. 

An Act Preliminary to the Legislation ii 
by the Emancipation of Slaves, October 
1865. 

Section 3 provides that all free negroes, mi 
lattoes, and mestizoes, all freedwomen, and i 
descendants through either sex of any of tta 
persons, shall be known as persons of color, e 
cept that every such descendant who may hai 
of Caucasian blood seven eighths, or more, shi 
be deemed a white person. 

Sec. 4 provides that the statutes and reenl 
tions concerning slaves are now inapplicable 
persons of color ; and although such person^ a 
not entitled to social or political equality wit 
white persons, they shall have the right to 
quire, own, and dispose of property, to m: 
contracts, to enk)y the fruits of their labor, 
sue and be sued7and to receive protection unc 
the law in their persons and property. 

Sec. 5 provides that all rights and remedial 
respecting persons or property, and all dutiei' 
ana liabilities under laws, civil and criminali 
which apply to white persons, are extended ti 
persons of color, subject to the modificatioM 
made by this act and the other acts hereinbefoit 
mentioned. 

An Act to Amend the Criminal Law, DeeemM 

19, 1865. 

Section 1 provides that either of the crimei' 
specified in this first section shall be felony, with:- 
out benefit of clergy, to wit: For a person of 
color to commit any wilful homicide, unless i^ 
self-defence; for a person of color to commit aa 
assault upon a white woman, with manifest iioi-. 
tent to ravish her ; for a person of color to have 
sexual intercourse with a white woman by per-j 
sonating her husband ; for any person to raissi 
an insurrection or rebellion in this State; foN 
any person to furnish arms or ammunition to j 
other persons who are in a state of actual in- 
surrection or rebellion, or permit thepa to re- j 
sort to his house for advancement of th^^ 
evil purpose; for any person to administer, or-, 
cause to oe take by any other person, any poi- 
son, chloroform, soporific, or other destructive j 
thing, or to shoot at, stab, cut, or wound any ^ 
other person, or by any means whatsoever to.^ 
cause bodily injury to any other person, where* ^ 
by, in any of these cases, a bodily injury daa-; 
gerous to the life of any other person is caused, i 
with intent, in any of these cases, to commit the i 
crime of murder, or the crime of rape, or thAj 
crime of robbery, burglary, or larceny; for anyj 
person who had been transported under sen- J 
tence to return to this State within the period j 
of prohibition contained in the sentence; or for j 
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p]p€onBon to steal a horse or mule, or cotton 
Rkod in a bale ready for market. 
toj. 10 provides that a person of color who 
in the employment of a master engaged in 
sbandry shall not have the right to sell any 
r-n, rice, peas, wheat, or other grain, any flour, 
itton, fodder, hay, bacon, fresh meat of any 
hskd, poultry of any kind, animal of any kind, 
f: any other product of a farm, without having 
Hritten evidence from such master, or some per- 
vn authorized by him, or from the district judge 
^^. a magistrate, that he has the right to sell sucn 
duct; and if any person shall, directly or 
* ectly, purchase anysuch product from such 
m of color without such written evidence, 
pnrchaser and seller shall each be guilty of 
Liaisdeijaeanor. 

SBbcj. 11 provides that it shall be a misde- 
^ftQor for any person not authorized to write 
give to a person of color a writing which pro- 
as to show evidence of the right of that per- 
of color to sell any product of a farm which, 
the section last preceding, he is forbidden to 
without written evidence ; and any person 
icted of this misdemeanor shall be liable to 
same extent as the purchaser in the section 
receding is made liable ; and it s^all be a 
emeanor for a person of color to exhibit as 
iiWdence of his rignt to sell any product a wri- 
fog which he knows to be false or counterfeited, 
fr to have been written or given by any person 
kot authorized. 

Seo. 13 states that persons of color consti- 
Qte no part of the militia of the State, and no 
He of them shall, vithout permission in writing 
rom the district judge or magistrate, be allowed 
> keep a fire-arm, sword„ or other military 
weapon, except that one of them, who is the 
wner of a farm, may keep a shot-gun or rifle, 
ach as is ordinarily used in hlinting, but not a 
istol, musket, or other fire-arm or weapon 
appropriate for purposes of war. The district 
oage*or a magistrate may give an order, under 
ithich any weapon unlawfully kept m&j be 
t«ized and, sold, the proceeds of sale to go into 
kthe district court fund. The possession of a 
Weapon in violation of this act shall be a misde- 
meanor which shall be tried before a district 
court or a magistrate, and in case of conviction, 
piball be punished by a fine equal to twice the 
y»\w .of the weapon so unlawfully kept, and if 
j4hat be not immediately paid, by corporeal pun- 
jiBhment. 

Sea 14 provides that it shall not be lawful 
lor a person of color to be the owner, in whole 
W in part, of any distillery where spirituous 

Buors of any kind are made, or of any estab- 
bment where spirituous liquors of any kind 
iw sold by retail ; nor for a person of color to 
be engaged in distilling any spirituous liquors, 
dr in retailing the same in a shop or elsewhere. 
A person of color who shall do anything con- 
paxy to the prohibitions herein contained shall 
ibe gnilty of a misdemeanor, and, upon convic- 
tion, may be punished by fine or corporeal 
l^nishment and hard labor, as to the district 
[ibtoe or magistrate before whom he may be 
Hed shall seem meet. 

Seo. 22 provides that no person of color shall 
Higcate into and xeeide in this State, unless, 


within twenty days after his arrival within th« 
same, he shall enter into a bond, with two free- 
holders as sureties, to be approved by the judge 
of the district court or a magistrate, in a pen- 
alty of one thousand dollars, conditioned for 
his good behavior, and for his support, if he 
should become unable to support himself. 

Sec. 24 provides that when several persons of 
color are convicted of one capital offence, the 
jury which tries them may recommend one or 
more to mercy, for reasons which, in their opin* 
ion, mitigate the guilt ; the district judge snaU 
report the case, with his opinion, and the Gov- 
ernor shall do in the matter as seems to him 
meet. The same may be done when one only it 
convicted of capital offence. Before sentence of 
death shall be executed in any case, time fox 
application to the Governor shall be allowed. 

iSec. ^7 provides that whenever, under any 
law, sentence imposing a fine is passed, if the 
fine and costs be not immediately paid, there 
shall be detention of the convict, and substitu^ 
tion of other punishment. If the offence should 
not involve the crimen falsi, and be infamoue, 
the substitution shall be, in the case of a white 
person, imprisonment for a time proportioned 
to the fine, at the rate of one day for each 
dollar ; and in the case of a person of color, en- 
forced labor, without unnecessary pain or 
restraint, for a time proportioned to the fine, sA 
the rate of one day lor each dollar. But if the 
offence should be infamous, there shall be sub- 
stituted for a fine, for imprisonment, or for both, 
bard labor, corporeal punishment, solitary con- 
finement, and confinement in tread-mill or 
stocks, one or more, at the discretion of the 
judge of the superior court, the district judge, 
or the magistrate, who pronounces the sentence. 
In this act, and in respect to all crimes and 
misdemeanors, the term servants shall be un- 
derstood to embrace an apprentice as well as ft 
servant under contract. 

Sec. 29 provides that, upon view of a misde- 
meanor committed by a person of color, or by 
a white person toward a person of color, a mag- 
istrate may arrest the offender, and, according 
to the nature of the case, punish the offender 
summarily, or bind him in recognizance witli 
sufficient sureties to appear at the next monthly 
sitting of the district court, or commit him fot 
trial before the district court. 

Sec. 30 provides that, upon view of a misd»> 
meanor committed by a person of color, any 
person present may arrest the offender and take 
dim before a magistrate, to be dealt with as the 
case may require. In case of a misdemeanor 
committed by a white person toward a person 
of color, any person may complain to a magig- 
trate, who shall cause the offender to be a»> 
ressted, and, according to the nature of the case, 
to be brought before himself, or be taken to 
trial in the district court. 

An Act to establish District Courts, Deeemlier 

19, 1865. 

Courts are established to have " exclusive jth 
risdiotion, subject to appeal, of all civil cansei 
where one or both the parties are persons of colnL 
and of all criminal cases wherein the accnseq 
is a person of color, and also of all cases of 
misdemeanors affecting the person or proper^ 
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of a person of color, and of all cases of bas- 
tardy, and of all cases of vagrancy, not tried 
before a magistrate." 

An indictment against a white person for 
tbe homicide of a person of color shall be tried 
in the superior court of law, and so shall other 
indictments in which a white person is accused 
af a capital felony affecting the person or prop- 
erty of a person of color. 

In every case, civil and criminal, in which a 
person of color is a party, or which affects the 
person or property of a person of color, per- 
sons of color shall be competent witnesses. 
The accused, in such a criminal case, and the 
parties in every such civil case, may be wit- 
nesses, and so may every other person who is a 
competent witness; and 'n every such case, 
either party may offer testimony as to his own 
character, or that of his adversary or of the 
prosecutor, or of the third person mentioned in 
an indictment. 

- December 21 — " An act to establish and reau- 
late the domestic relations of persons of color, 
and to amend the law in relation to pavpers and 
vagrancy,*' establishes the relation of nusband 
and wife, declares those now living as such to 
be husband and wife, and provides that persons 
of color desirous hereafter to marry shall have 
tbe contract duly solemnized. A parent may 
bind his child over two yea^a of age as an ap- 
prentice to serve till 21 if a male, 18 if a fe- 
male. All persons of color who make contracts 
for service or labor shall be known as servants, 
smd those with whom they contract as masters. 

•*' Colored children between 18 and 21, who 
have neither father nor mother living in the dis- 
trict in which they are found, or whose parents 
are paupers, or unable to afford them a com- 
fortable maintenance, or whose parents are not 
teaching them habits of industry and honesty, 
or are persons of notoriously bad character, or 
are vagrants, or have been convicted of infamous 
offences, and colored children, in all cases where 
they are in danger of moral contamination, may 
be Dound as apprentices by the district judge oV 
one of the magistrates for the aforesaid term." 

It *• provides that no person of color shall 
pursue or practice the art, trade, or business of 
an artisan, mechanic, or shopkeeper, or any 
other trade, employment, or business, (besides 
that of husbandry, or that of a servant under 
a contract for service or labor,) on his own ac- 
connt and for his own benefit, or in partnership 
with a white person, or as agent or servant of 
.any person, until he shall have obtained a li- 
cense therefor from the judge of the district 
court, which license shall be good for one year 
only. This license the judge may grant upon 
petition of the applicant, and. upon being sat- 
isfied of his skill and fitness, and of his good 
moral character, and upon payment by the ap- 
plicant to the clerk of the district court of one 
nundred dollars if a shopkeeper or pedlar, to be 
paid annually, and ten dollars if a mechanic, 
artisan, or to engage in any other trade, also to 
be paid annually : JProvided, however. That upon 
complaint being made and proved to the district 
judge of an abuse of such license, he shall re- 
yoke the same : And provided, also. That no 
person of color shall practice any mechanical 


art or trade unless he shows that he has served i 
apprenticeship in such trade or art, or is 
practicing such trade or art." 

Former slaves, now helpless, who were on 
farm Nov. 10, 1865 and six months previoussl' 
not be evicted by the owner from the house 
cupied by them before January 1, 1867. 

It " provides that if the district court fp 
after payment of the sums with which il 
charged, on account of the salary of the judj 
of the district court, superintendent of convic 
jurors, and other expenses of the court and 
convicts, shall be insufficient to support indigc 
persons of color, who may be proper charges < 
the public, the board aforesaid shall havepo\ 
to impose for that purpose, whenever it may 
required, a tax of one dollar on each male 
son of color between the ages of eighteen 
fifty years, and fifty cents on each unmai 
female person of color between the ages 
eighteen and forty-five, to be collected in ea 
precinct by a magistrate thereof : Provided, Tl 
the said imposition of a tax shall be approvi 
in writing oy the judge of the' district coi 
and that his approval shall appear in the joi 
nals of that court." 

Order of Oeneral Sickles, disregarding the C( 
January 17, 1866. 

1866, January 17 — Major General Sickles il 
sued this order : 

Headq'es Dep't of South CAKOLnri,' 

January 17, 1866. 
[G. 0., No. 1.]— I. To the end that civil righti 
and immunities may be enjoyed ; that kindly r»« 
lations among the inhabitants of the State raxf 
be established; that. the rights and duties of tilt 
employer and the free laborer respectively ma?' 
be denned; that the soil may be cultivated ana: 
the system of free' labor undertaken ; that the 
owners of estates may be secure in the possessioQi 
of their lands and tenements ; that persons able 
and willing to work may have employment;; 
that idleness and vagrancy may be discounte- 
nanced, and encouragement given to industiyl 
and thrift ; and that humane provision may bo( 
made for the a^ed, infirm and destitute, the fol- 
lowing regulations are established for the gov- 
ernment of all c(3ncerned in this department 

II. All laws shall be applicable alike to aQ 
the inhabitants. No person shall be held in- 
competent to sue, make complaint, or to testify, 
because of color or caste. 

III. All the employments of husbandry or 
the useful arts, and all lawful trades or callings, 
may be followed by all persons, irrespective of 
color or caste ; nor shall any freedman be obliged 
to pay any tax or an3r fee' for a license, nor be 
amenable to any municipal or parish ordinance^ 
not imposed upon all other persons. 

IV. The lawful industry of all persons whe j 
live under the protection of the United States^^ 
and owe obedience to its laws, being useful to ] 
the individual, and essential to the welfare of i 
society, no person will be restrained from seek- -I 
ing employment when not bound by voluntary | 
agreement, por hindered from traveling from \ 
place to place, on lawful business. All combi- =1 
nations or agreements which are intended to 
hinder, or may so operate as to hinder, in anj -^ 
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iy, the employmentof labor— or to limit com- 

tion for labor — or to compel labor to be 

iluntarily performed in certain places or for 

in persons ; as well as all combinations or 

iments to prevent tbe sale or hire of lands 

tenements, are declared to be misdemeanors; 

d any person c^ persons convicted thereof 

lall be punished by nne not exceeding $500, or 

imprisonment, not to exceed six months, or 

botn such fine and imprisonment. 

Y. Agreements for labor or personal service of 

ly kind, or for the use and occupation of lands 

la tenements, or for any other lawful purpose, 

-ween freedmen and other persons, when fairly 

~e, will be immediately enforced against 

ithep party violating the same. 

VI. Freed persons, unable to labor, by reason 
age or infirmity, and orphan children of 

lender years, shall have allotted to them by 
ywners suitable Quarters on the premises where 
Siey have been heretofore domiciled as slaves, 
fentil adequate provision, approved by the gene- 
^ commanding, be made for them by the State 
vr local authorities, or otherwise ; and they shall 
(iot be removed from the premises, unless for 
ilBordorly behavior, misdemeanor, or other of- 
EisDce committed by the head of a family or a 
member thereof. 

VII. Able-bodied freedmen, when they leave 
Che premises in which they may be domiciled, 
■hall take with them and provide for such of 
liheir relatives as by ,the laws of South Caro- 
lina all citizens are obliged to maintain. 

VIII. When a freed person, domiciled on a* 
ypliDtatioa, refuses to work there, after having 
Frcen offered employment by the owner or lessee, 

fair terms, approved by the agent of the 

eedmen's Bureau, such freedman or woman 

lall remove from the premises within ten days 

such offer and due notice to remove by 

le owner or occupant. 

IX. When able-bodied freed persons are do- 
iciled on premises where they have been here- 
fore hela as slaves, and are not employed 
ereon or elsewhere, they shtU be permitted to 
tmain, on showing to the satisfaction of the 

l^mmanding officer of the post that thejr have 
hade diligent and proper efforts to obtain em- 
bWment. 

I A. Freed persons occupying premises without 
ithe authority of the United States, or the f)er- 
|KUB8ion of the owner, and who have not been 
heretofore held there as slaves, may be removed 
■by the commanding -officer of the post, on the 
Complaint of the owner, and proof of the refusal 
^f said freed persons to remove after ten days' 
llotice. 

XI. Any person employed or domiciled on a 
j^ntation or elsewhere, who may be rightfully 
MiBmissed by the terms of agreement, or expelled 
' f misbehavior, shall leave the premises, and 

1 not return without the consent of the owner 
tenant thereof. 

XII. Commanding officers of districts will es- 
kblish within their commands respectively suit- 
ie regulations for hiring out to labor, for a 

iod not to exceed one year, all vagrants who 
inotbe advantageously employed on roads, 
cations and other public works. The pro- 
of auch labor shall be paid over to the as- 


sistant commissioner of the Freedmen's Bureau, 
to provide for asedand infirm refugees, indigent 
freed people ana orphan children. 

XIII. The vagrant laws of the State of Soatlt 
Carolina, applicable to free white persons, will 
be recognized as the only vagrant laws applica- 
ble to the freedmen; nevertheless, sucn laws 
shall not be considered applicable to persons 
who are without employment, if they shall prove 
that they have been unable to obtain employ- 
ment, after diligent efforts to do so. 

XIV. It shall be the duty of officers command- 
ing posts to see that issues of rations to freed- 
men are confined to destitute persons who art 
unable to work because of infirmities arisimj 
from old age or chronic diseases, orphan chit 
dren too young to work, and refugee freedmen 
returning to their homes with the sanction ol 
the proper authorities; and in ordering their 
issues, commanding officers will be careful not to 
encourage idleness or vagrancy. District com* 
mander%will make consolidated reports of these 
issues tri-monthly. 

XV. The proper authorities of the State in 
the several municipalities and districts shall pro- 
ceed to make suitaole provision for their poor, 
without distinction of color ; in default of which 
the general commanding Will levy an equitable 
tax on persons and property sufficient for the 
support of the poor. 

aVI. The constitutional rights of all loyal 
and well-disposed inhabitants to bear arms will 
not be infringed ; nevertheless this shall not be 
construed to sanction the unlawful practice of 
carrying concealed weapons, nor to authoriae 
any person to enter. with arras on the premises 
of another against his consent. No one sha|l 
bear arms who has borne arms against the Uni- 
ted States, unless he shall have taken the am- 
nesty oath prescribed in the proclamation of the 
President of the United States, dated May 20, 
1865, or the oath of allegiance, prescribed in the 
proclamation of the President, dated December 
8, 1863, within the time prescribed therein. 
And no disorderly person, vagrant, or disturber 
of the peace, shall be allowed to bear arms. 

XVII. To secure the same equal justice and 
personal liberty to the freedmen as to other in- 
nabitants, no penalties or punishments different 
from those to which aH persons are amenable 
shall be imposed on freed people ; and aUttrimes 
and offences which are pronibited under ^^ting 
laws shall be understood as prohibited m the 
case of freedmen ; and if committed by a freed- 
man, shall, upon conviction, be punished in the 
same manner as if committed by a white man. 

XVIII. Corporeal punishment shall not be in- 
flicted upon any person other than a minor, and 
then only by the parent, guardian, teacher, or 
one to whom said minor is lawfully bound by 
indenture of apprenticeship. 

XIX. Persons whose conduct tends to a breach 
of the peace may be required to give security 
for their good behavior, and in default therepj 
shall be hekl in custody. 

XX. All injuries to the person or property 
committed by or upon freed persons shall be 
punished in the manner provided by the laws 
of South Carolina for like injuries to the pei- 
sons or property of citizens thereof. If no pr/^ 
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vision be made by the laws oi the State, then 
the panishment for such offences shall be accord- 
ing to the course of common law ; and in the 
oase of any injury to the person or property, 
liot prohibited by. the common law, or tor which 
i&e punishment shall not be appropriate, such 
sentence shall be imposed as, in the discretion 
laf the court before wnich the trial is had, shall 
he deemed proper, subject to the approval of the 
. e$beral commanding. 

XXI. AH arrests for whatever cause will be 
^reported tri-mohthly, with the proceedings 
thereupon, through the prescribed channel, to 
(ho general commanding. 

XXII. Commanding officers of districts, sub- 
ilistricts, and posts, within their commands re- 
spectively, in the absence of the duly- appointed 
Agent, will perform any duty appertaining to 
the ordinary agents of the Bureau of Refugees, 

.Preedmen, and Abandoned Lands, carefully ob- 
•erving for their guidance all orders published 
•Jby the commissioner or assistant comi^issioner, 
or other competent authority. 
t XXIII. District commanders will enforce 
these regulations by suitable instructions to 
, tab-district and post commanders, taking care 
ftkat justice be done, that fair dealing between 
• Ann and man be observed, and that no unneces- 
'.sary hardship, and no cruel or unusual punish- 
ments be imposed upon any one. 
' By command of D, E. Sickles, Major Gen- 

Official; W. L. M. Buegeb, 

Aaaistant Adjutant General, 

riOBIDA. 

'IlA Act t6 Establish and Organize a Caanty 
Criminal Court, January ll, 1866. 

Sec. 1 gives the court jurisdiction in cases of 
assault, afisault and battery, assault with intent 
'to kill, riot, affray, larceny, robbery, arson, burg- 
.lary, malicious mischief, vagrancy, and all mis- 
'demeanors, and all offences against religion, ehas- 
!tity, morality, and decency : Provided, That the 
punishment of the same does not affect the life 
fpf the offender. The Governor to appoint the 
judge. In the j>roceeding3, " no presentment, in- 
dictment, or written pleadinss, shall be required." 
^here a fine is imposed, and not paid, the party 
may j^ put to such labor as the county commis- 
JsToneflmay direct, the compensation for which to 
JO inpayment of the fine and cost of prosecu- 
lon ; ''or the said county commissioner^ may 
lire out, at public outcry, the said party 
Id any person who will take him or her for the 
I shortest time, and pay the fine, forfeiture, and 
(penalty imposed, and cost of prosecution/' 

An Act to Extend to all the Inhabitants of the 
State the Bsnefit of Courts tff Justiee, and the 
Processes tnereof^ January U, 1866. 

Bec. 1 provides ttiat the judicial tribunals of 
tills State, with the processes thereof, shall be 
-^cessible to all the inhabitants of the State, 
without distinction of color, for the prosecution 
"and defence of all the rights of pet^on and prop* 
"terty, subject only to the r6strictions contained in 
'the. constitution of the State. 

Beo. 2 provides that all laWs heretofore passed, 
' HHth reference to slaves, fi*ee negtocfs, and mur 


lattoes, except the act to prevent their misri 
into the State, and the act prohibiting th|( 
of fire-arms and ammunition to them, be, i 
the same are hereby, repealed ; and all thecrii 
nal laws of this State applicable to white |[ 
sons now in force, and not in conflict with^j 
modified by, the legislation t)f the present sessifli 
of the General Assembly, shall be deemed 
held to apply equally to all the inhabitatitij 
the same without distinction of color. 

An act to Establish and Enforce the JKt 
Helationbetti^een Persons of Color, Januarjj 
.1866. 

Seo. 1 reauires all the colored inhabit 
claimine to be living together in the relatioaj 
husbana and wife, and who have not been j< " 
as such agreeably to the laws, and who bI 
mutually desire to continue in that relat' 
within nine months from the passage of thisi 
to appear before some person legally authoi' 
to perform the marriage ceremony, and be re 
larly joined in the holy bonds of niatrimonyT] 

Sec. 2 provides that the issue of such pik 
cohabitation shall be legitimated by the act 
marriage so regularly contracted as afores 
and be thenceforth entitled to all the rights 
privileges of a legitimate offspring. 

Seo. 5 provides that after the expiratioi 
the time limited in the first section, all lawsi 
plicable to or regulating the manrriagi^ reli 
between white persons shall deemed to apj" 
the same relation between the colored popi 
of the State. 

An Act in Addition to An Act ooncemingi 
riage Lioenses. January 12, 18M. 

Sec. 1 provides that if any white female 
ident shall hereafter attempt to intermarry, i 
shall live in a state of adultery or fornicatiii 
With any negro, mulatto, ot other person 
color, she shall be deemed to be guilty of a 
demeanor, and upon conviction shall be 
in a sum not exceeding one thousand dollars, i 
be confined in the public jail not exceed'^ 
three months, or both, at the discretion of 
jury; and shall, moreover, be disqualified 
testify as a witness against any white person. 

Sec. 2 provides that if any negro, mulatto, 
other person of color, shall hereafter live in! 
state of adultery or fornication with any wl' 
female resident within the limits of this St 
he shall be deemed to be guilty of a misdemeanc 
and upon conviction snail be fined Iq a sn 
not exceeding one thousand dollars, or bd mal 
to stand in the pillory for one hour and be whM 
ped not exceeding thirty-nine stripes, ar lx>tl 
at the discretion of the jury. 

Sec. 3 provider that every person who sfasl 
have one eighth or more of negro blood shall I 
deemed and held to be a person of color. 

Sfic. 4 provides that in existing cases, ui 
petition to the circuit judge, parties com 
within the provisions of this act and liable 
be punished under the same, may by order 
judgment of said judge be relieved from 
penalties thereof, when in his opinion jui 
and equity shall so require. 

Seo. 5 provides that in all cases where 
riages have heretofore been contractsd' 1 
solemnized between white persons and pMMi^ 
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Wdoi, and whera the partieB have continued to 
Etc as lUitQ and nifu, the Kaid mariiageB are 
Ki'kbv legalized, and ueitber of the parties 
Uull be subject 10 the provisions of thia or of 
|zi7 other act. 

AnAottoBequlretheCMldrenofSMtttnte Ser- 
wni W Fro*ida for the Support of Mid f er- 
* MU,3aiinu7U,lB86. 

Sec. 1 reqairea the children of natural parents 
'who are anable to supfiort themeelfes t<i make 
toovisioQ for their support. In case of neglect, 
Bud proof before a justice of the peace or judge, 
uat ofBcer stiaU make no order of aeseeameut 
fn the children for the necesnarjr amount, which 
Kder shall carry with it the right of enforce- 
Bentbf execution, and shall have the force of a 
mit of garnishment on the wages of such 
diildren. 
Aa Aet to Pnaiib Togrftati and Vagabondi, 

JwvUT 18. 1866. 
' 8m. 1. De&nas as a vagrant " every able- 
'Iwlied person why has no visible means of liv- 
ing and shall not he employed at some labor to 
npport himself orhereelf, orshall be leading an 
idle, immoral, or profligate coarse of life ;" and 
'may be arrested by any justice of the peace or 
' jndge of the county criminal court and be bound 
"in sufficient surety" for good behavior and 
' ■ industry for one year. Upon refoaing 


tenced to labor . . , . 
twelve monthn, by whipping not exceeding 
thirty-nine stripes, or being put in t>,e piliory. 
If sentenced to labor, the "sheriff or other officer 
of said court ahall bire out sucb person for the 
term to which be or she shall be sentenced, not 
exceeding twelve months aforesaid, and the 
proceeds of such hirino shall be paid into the 
oonnty treasury." All vagranls going armed 
may be disarmed by the sheriff, constable, or 
police officer. 

An Aet In Relation to Gontraeti of Fenoni of 
Color, Jannarr 1ft, UAS. 

Bec. 1 ■provides that all contracts with per- 
■OUB of color shall be made in writing and 
fnlly explained lo them before two credible wit- 
nesses,^ which contract shall be in duplicate, one 
copy to be retained by the employer and the 
other filed with some judicial officer of the State 
and county in which the parties may be residing 
•t the date of the contract, with the affidavit or 
ono or both witne.-ises, setting forth that the 
tanfis and effect of such contract were fully ex- 
plained to the colored person, and that he, she, 
or they had voluntarily entered into and signed 
Uie contract and no contract shall be of any 
Tftlidity against any person of color unless so 
execated anil filed : Provided, That contracts for 
•ervice or labor nmy be mode for less time thou 
thirty days by parol. 

Sec. 2 Provides, that whereas is is essential 
to the welfare and prosperity of the entire popn- 
iMtdon of the State that the ^ricnltural interest 
bA anstained and placed apon a permanent bajiis, 
at is provided that when any parson of color 
.fball enter int« a contract as aforesaid, to serve 
■$B ft li^rar for A jw, or any other specified , 


IS of his 


any farm or plautation in this State, if 
refuse or neglect to perform the stipa- 
>n tract by wilful disobedience of 
impudence or disrespect to bis 
employer, or his authorized agent, failure or 
relusal to perform the worlt assigned to him, 
idlbiie^s, or abandonment of the premises or the 
employment of the party with whom ibe con- 
tract was made, he or she shall be liable, upon 
tlie complaint of his employer or his agent, 
iu^dij kinder oath before any justice of the pea<^ 
of tlic county, to be arrested and tried before 
tlia criminal court of the county, and upon con- 
vi[:ti(iu shall be subject to all the pains and 
penalties prescribed for the nunisbraent of Yit- 
grancy : Provided, That it shall be optional with 
Uie employer to require that such laborer be 
remanded to his service, instead of being snb- 
jecleii to the punishment aforesaid : Prtmided, 
farllicr. That if it shall on such trial appear 
that the complaint made is not well founded, 
llie court shall dismiss such complaint, and give 
juilgrnantin favor of such laborer against the 
employer, for such sum as may appear to bo 
duE under the contract, and for such damage* 
us may be assessed hy the jury. 

Sec. 3 provides that when any emplov* as 
aforesaid shall be in the occupancy of any haiiso 
or room on the premises ot the employer b^ 
virtue ot his contract to labor, and ha shall m 
adjudged to have violated his contract; or wheo 
any employ^ as aforesaid shall attempt to hold 
po-^!rr;?pion of snch house or room beyond tiio 
term oi his contract, against the consent of the 
shall be the duty of the judaa 


the n 


?the 


is writ to the sheriff of the court, ooni- 
mnniiing him forthwith to eject the said wn- 
plojf andtopQt theemployerinto fullnos! 


,Si;c. 4 provides that if any person employing 
10 services or labor of another, under contract 


n of the term, unless for sufficient 
ir unless such right is reserved hy the 


It thereof before ttie judge o 
t, who eball at an early day, 
;e to the other party, - - - - ■ 


the 


the amount that may be proTod 

io be due under the contract, may give sno^ 
lanms^iis Bs they in their discretion may deemto 
■id rikjht and proper, and the judgment theraon 
^bairbe a first lien on the crops of all kinds ip 
;h<j ijLiltivation of which snch labor may haye 
aeiiii employed : Pramdtd, That either pa^V 
Oisll be entitled to an appeal to the circuit conrt, 
1.3 in civ'e of appeal from justices of the paoce.' 


employs to quit the service of another to irhiqk 
he was bonnd by contract, before the expiratiM 
of the term of ieivicsatipiilatedinstudeoiitn|<^ 
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ha ehall lie gniltr' of a misdemeanor, and upon 
eonvictionshall'befinediiiaflnm noteiceeding 
«nB thousand dollars, or eball stand in the pillo- 
ry not more than three hours, or be whipped 
not more than thirty-nine atripaa on the bare 
back, at the discretion of tha jnrT- 

8eo. 6 applies tha proviaiona of thia act to all 
Bontracts between emploj'eta and employla 7B- 
lating to the Inmber, rafting, or milling bosiness, 
and to all other contracts with persona of color 
lo do labor and to perform aervioe. 
An Act preierlbing additional Fenaltiei tai the 
Commisaion of Offsnoea agsinit the State, and 
toi other porpoiBt, Jsunar; IS, 1SS6. 
Seo. 1 provides that whenever in the criminal 
laws of this State, heretofore enacted, the pun- 
iahment of the offence ia limitBd to fine and ini- 
prieonment, or to fine or imprisonment, there 
ahali be anpara^ded, as an alternative, the pun- 
iBbment of standiag in the pillory for an hour, 
OT whipping not eicaeding thirty- nine stripes on 
the bare back, or both, at the discretion of the 


Seo. 3 makes a felony, pnniabable with 
death, the eicjting, or attempting to excite, by 
writing, apeakin;;, or by other means, an insur- 
rection or sedition amongst any portion or class 
of the population. 

8^0. 12 makes it unlawful for any negro, 
mnlatto, or peraon of call 


kind, uuless by license of the county judge of 
probate, under a penalty of forfeiting thera to the 
informer.andof standing ia the pilloTjr one hour, 
or be whipped not eioeeding thirty-nine stripes, 
or both, at the discretion of the jury. 

Seo. H forbids colored and white persons 
reepectivelj from intruding upon each other's 
public assemblies, religious or other, or public 
vehicle set apart for their ezclnsive use, uuder 
paniahment of pillory or stripes, or both. 

"~x 15 provides that peiaont ' — ' ■'■ 


log (1.000 aod imprison me at not eicaedinc six 
months, or be pilloried for one hour, and be 
whipped noteiceeding thirty -nine stripes, at the 
discretion of the jury — the penalties to be three- 
fold upon persons who accepted offices in such 


Seo, 


sent, under penalty of a line of $1,000. or im- 
prisonment not exceeding six months, or the 
;piUor7 for one hour, and being whipped not 
'eiceeding thirty-nine stripes. So, it a person 
takes, rides, or uses any horse, mule, ass, or ox. 
without the consent of the owner, whether the 
person so using is in the employ of the owner or 
not: so, by Sec. 17. if a person shall move 
into any tenant house or other building without 
leave or the person in charge, or illegally take 
possession of any church or school-house, educa' 
tjonal or charitable building, or cut down trees 
exceeding $1 in value, with a view to convert 
the same to his own use. Burglary is punisha- 
ble with death, ot fine of $1,000 and impriaon- 
ment not exceeding six months, or standing in 
the pillory one honr, and being whipped not 


exceeding thirty-nine stripes. An assault Q] 
a white female, with intent to commit a rape 
being accessory thereto, is punishable withdA 
An Aet FreioTiblng additional Penalties for 
Commiiiion of Offenies against the State, Ii 
-nary Ifi, 1S6B. 

Sec 12 provides ihat it shall not be lawful 
any negro, mulatto, or other person of color, 
own, use, or keep in bis possession or under 
control any bowie-knife, dirk, sword, fire-an 
or ammunition of any kind, unless he first i 
tain a license to do so from the judge of p 
bate of the count? in which he may Tie a n 
dent for tho time being ; and the said judge 
probate is hereby authorized to issue licei 
upon the recommendation of two respects 
citizens of the county, certifying to the pes 
ful and orderly character of the applicant ; ! 
any negro, mulatto, or other person of color 
offending, shall be deemed to be guilty of a d 
demeanor, and upon conviction shall forleil 
the use of the informer all snch fire-arms i 
ammunition, and in addition thereto, shall 
sentenced to stand in the pillory for one h<: 
or be whipped, not exceeding tbirty-ninestri] 
or both, at the discretion of iha jury. 

Seo. 14 provides that if any negro, mnla 
or other person ot color, shall intrude him 
inte any religious or other public aesembl] 
white persons, or into any railroad car or ot 
public vehicle set apart tor the exclusive atoi 
modation of white people, he sbalt be deen 
to he guilty of a miademeanor, and upon c 
viction shall be sentenced te stand in the ] 
lory for one honr, or be whipped, not exceed 
thirty-nine stripes, or both, at the discretiOL 
the jury ; nor saallit be lawful for any white [ 
son te intrude himself inte any religious 
other public assembly of colored persons, 
into any railroad car or other public vehii 
set apart for theexclusiveaccommodationof [ 
sons of color, under the same penalties. 
An Act to Balte » Berenne for the Btati 
Florida, Jannarj 16,1866- 

Seotiob 1 imposes a yearly capitation tax 
three dollars upon every male inhabitant 
tween twenty-one and fifty-&ve, except paui' 
and insane or idiotic persons. In default 
payment the tax collector is hereby authori 
and required te seize the body of the sard de! 
queut and hire him out, after five days' pul 
notice, before thedoorof the public court-hoi 
te any person who will pay tho said tax and 
costs incident te the proceedincs growing on 
said arrest, and takehim into his service for 
shortest period of time : Provided, Tliat if s 
delinquent be in the employment of another 
said employer may pay the tax and costs, i 
the eaid payment shall be good as a ere 
against the amount that may be due by tha e 
ployer as wages to the said delinquent. 
An Aet Conaeming Sehools tor Freedmen, Ji 
nary 16, 1866. 

Provision is made for schools for freedmei 
supported by a tax of one dollar upon alt m 
persons of color betwenn twenty-one and fif 
nve, and a tuition fee to be collected from ei 
pupil — tha schools to be in charge of a super 
tendeatandssBistantj; no person to teach wi 
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rft certificate ; and the^ee, five dollars, to go to 

■diool fund for freedmen, and the certificate 

Ifor one year, subject to be cancelled by the 

^ rintendent for incompetency, immoraliiy or 

ler fiafficient cause. The superintendent " to 

^ ablish schools for freedmen when the number 

[children of persons of color in any county or 

' mtiee will warrant the same : Provided, The 

ids provided for shall be sufficient to meet the 

jnses thereof." 

' another act, the interest from the school 
of the State is applied to the education of 
jUgent white children. 

I Aot eonoerning TeBtimonji January 16, 1866. 

noN 3 provides that this act shall not be 

led to authorize the testimony of colored 

>n8 to be taken by depositions in writing or 

m written interrogatories, otherwise than in 

ih. manner as will enable the court or jury to 

' ;e of the credibility of the witness. 

VIBOIiriA. 

These are some of the provisions in the re- 
itly-enacted laws of Virginia respecting col- 
h1 persons: 
That no contraol; between a white person and 

■eolored person, for the labor or service of the 

Iter for a longer period than two months, shall 
binding on such colored person, unless the 

►ntract be in writing, signed bv such white per- 
tou or his agent and by such colored person, and 
^xily acknowledged before a justice or notary 
Public, or clerk of the county or corporation 
onrt, or overseer of the poor, or two or more 
redibl6 witnesses, in the county or corporation 
ourt in which the white person may reside, or 
a which the labor or service it to be performed. 
Ind it shall be the duty of the justice, notary, 
tlerk or overseer of the poor, or the witnesses, 
4> read and explain the contrs^ct to the colored 
person, before taking his acknowledgment there- 
of, and to state that this has been done in the 
certificate of acknowledgment of the contract. 

J*{ 6. The writing by which any minor is 
botind an apprentice, shall jspecify his age, and 
what art, trade, or business he is to be taught. 
The master, whether it is expressly provided 
therein or not, shall be bound to teach him the 
'lame, and shall also be bound to teach him read- 
ing, writing, and common arithmetic, including 
the rule of three." 

The marital relation between colored persons 
ia regulated by law. The colored person must 
procure a license the same as the whites, and 
parsons celebrating a marriage are obliged to re- 
port it to the county clerks, and whether white 
or colored. 

.Where colored persons, before the passage of 
thiis act, shall have undertaken and asreed to 
occupy the relation to each other of husband 
And wife, and shall be cohabiting together as 
iQoh at the time of its passage, whether the rites of 
marriage shall have been celebrated between them 
or not, they shall be deemed husband and wife, 
fcnd be entitled to the rights and privileges, and 
nbject to the duties and obligations, of that re- 
^tion in liko manner as if they had been dul}- 
named, and all their children shall be deemed 
egitimate, whether born before or after the pass- 


age of this act. And when the parties have 
ceased to cohabit before the paasage of this act, 
in consequence of the death of the woman, or 
from any other cause, all the children of the 
woman, recognized by the' man to be his, shall 
be deemed legitimate. 

. Bigamy, too, is punished in the case of the 
negro as of the white person, and also inter- 
marriage within the prohibited degrees. And 
all persons officiating in the rites of marriage 
without due authority of law are punished by fine 
and imprisonment. 

Under the old code these provisions applied 
only to white persons. 

j&e it enacted, That every person having one 
fourth or more of negro blood shall be deemed 
a colored person, and every person not a colored 
person having one fourth or more of Indian 
blood shall be deemed an Indian. 

2. All laws in respect to crimes and punish- 
ments, and in respect to criminal proceedings, 
applicable to white persons, shall apply in liKe 
manner to colored persons and to Indians, unless 
when it is otherwise specially provided. 

3. The following acts and parts of acts are 
hereby repealed, namely : All acts and parts of 
acts relating to slaves and slavery ; chapter one 
hundred and seven of the code of eighteen hun- 
dred and sixty, relating to free negroes ; chapter 
two hundred of said code relating to offences by 
negroes; chapter two hundred and twelve of 
said code, relating to proceedings against ne- 
groes; chapter ninety-eight of said code, relat- 
ing to patrols; sections twenty-five to forty- 
seven, both inclusive, of chapter one hundred 
ninety-two of said code ; sections twenty-six to 
thirty, both inclusive, and sections thirty-three 
to thirty -seven, both inclusive, of chapter one 
hundred and ninety-eight of said code ; the fifth 
paragraph, as enumerated in section two of chap- 
ter two nundred and three, of said code ; all acts 
and parts of acts imposing on negroes the pen- 
alty of stripes, where the same penalty is not 
imposed on white persons ; and all other acts 
and parts of acts inconsistent with this act are 
hereoy repealed. 

January 24 — General Terry issued this order : 

The Virginia Vagrant Act— General Terry orden 
its Non-Enforcement. 

general obdebs — no 4. 

Headquabtebs, Depaetment of Va., 
BiGUMOND, January 24, 1866. 
By a statute passed at the present session of 
the Legislature of Vircinia, entitled " A bill 
providing for the punishment of vagrants," it 
IS enacted, among other things, that any jus- 
tice of the peace, upon the complaint of any ons 
of certain officers therein named, may issue his 
warrant for the apprehension of any person al- 
leged to be a vagrant and cause such person to 
be apprehended and brought before him; and 
that II upon due examination said justice of the 
peace shall find that such person is a vagrant 
within the definition of vagrancy contained in 
said statute, he shall issue his warrant, directing 
such person to be employed for a term not ex- 
ceeding three months, and by any constable oi 
the county wherein the proccediugs are had be 
hired out for the best wages which can be {ffo^ 
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cared, his wa^es to he applied to the support of 
hitaself and his family. The said statute further 
provides, that in case any vagrant so hired 
^all, during his term of sorvice, run away from 
nis employer without sufficient cause, he shall 
be apprehended on the warrant of a justice of 
the peace and returned to the custody of his 
-emplover, who shall then have, free from any 
other hire, the services of such vagrant for one 
month in addition to the original terms of hiring, 
and that the employer shall then have power, 
if authorized by a justice of the peace, to work 
such vagrant with ball and chain. The. said 
statute specifies the persons who shall be con- 
sidered vagrants and liable to the penalties im- 
posed by it. Among those declared to be 
vagrants are all persons who, not having the 
wherewith to support their families, live idlv 
and without employment, and refuse to work 
for the usual and common wages given to other 
laborers in the like work in the place where 
they are. 

In many counties of this State meetings of 
employers have been held, and unjust and 
wrongful combinations have been entered into 
for the purpose of depressing the wages of the 
freedmen below the real vsSue of their labor, 
far below the prices formerly paid to masters 
£6r labor performed by their slaves. By reason 
of these combinations w^iges utterly inadequate 
to the support of themselves and families have, 
in many places, become the usual and common 
wages of the freedmen. The eiOfeot of the statute 
in Question will be, therefore, to compel the 
freeamen, under penalty of punishment as 
criminals, to accept and labor for the wages es- 
tablished by these combinations of employers. 
It places them wholly in the power of tneir em- 
ployers, and it is easy to foresee that, even 
where no such combination now exists, the 
temptation to form them offered by the statute 
will be too strong to be resisted, and that such 
inadequate wages will become the common and 
usual wages throughout the State. The ulti- 
mate effect of the statute will be to reduce the 
freedmen to a condition of servitude worse than 
that from which they have been emancipated — 
a condition which will be slavery in all but its 
name. 

It is therefore ordered that no magistrate, 
civil officer or other person shall in any way or 
.manner apply or attempt to apply the provis- 
ions of said statute to any colored person in 
this department. 

By command of Major General A. H. Tebbt, 
Ed. W. Smith, Atsistant Adjutant Oencral, 

January 26 — President Johnson Tefused to 
Interfere with this order. The Legislature took 
'^0 further action on the question. 

February 28 — This bill passed in relation to 
'the testimony of colored persons : 
' Be it enacted. That colored persons and Indi- 
ans shall, if otherwise competent, and subject 
to the rules applicable to other persons, be 
fiidmitted at witbesses iti the following cases : 

1. In all civil cases and proceedings at law or 

.in equity, in which a colorea person or an Indian 

h a party, or may be directly benefited or in- 

)\ma. by the result. 

• ~ 2. In all criminal proceedings in which a 


colored person or an Indian is a party, ( 
arise out of an injury done, atiein 
threatened to the person, property, or 
a colored person or Indian, or in wl 
alleged in the presentment, informatio 
dictments, or in which the court is of 
from the other evidence that there is ■ 
cause to believe that the offence was co 
b^ a white person in conjunction or coo 
with a colored person or Indian. 

3. The testimony of colored persons 
all cases and proceedings, both at la' 
equity, be given ore tenua, and not by de 
and in suits in equity, and in all other 
which the deposition of the witness wc 
ularly be part of the record, the cou 
if desired by any party, or if deemed p 
itself, certify the facts proved by such \s 
or the evidence given fay him as far as 
by the court, as the one or the other 
proper under the rules of law applicab 
case, and such certificate shall he m: 
of the record. 

March 4 — The Legislature adjourned 

TENNESSEE. 

1866, January 25— This bi>l became 

That persons of African and Indiar 
are hereby declared to be competent 
in all the courts of this State, in as full i 
as such persons are by an act of Codci 
petent witnesses in all the courts of tli 
States, and all laws and parts of la^;\ 
State excluding such persons from cor 
are hereby repealed: Provided, howei 
this act snail nojb be so construed a 
colored persons the right to vote, hold 
sit on juries in this State ; and that thi 
ion is inserted by virtue of the provisi. 
9th section of the amended constitutior 
February 22, 1865. 

May 26 — ^This bill became a law : 
An act to define the term " persons o 

and to declare the rights oi such pe 

Sec. 1. That all negroes, mulattoes,n 
and their descendants, having any Afric 
in their veins, shall be known in this 
" persons of color." 

Seo. 2. That persons of color shall 
right to make and enforce contracts, tc 
be sued, to be parties and give evident 
herit, and to have full and equal benef 
laws and proceedings for the security o 
and estate, and shaU not be subject to a 
or different punishment, pains, or per 
the commission of any act or offence tl 
as are prescribed for white persons cox 
like sicts or offences. 

Seo. 3. That all persons of color, bei: 
deaf and dumb, lunatics, paupers, or 
tioes, shall have the full and perfect bei 
application of all laws regulating and p 
for white persons, being blind, or deaf ai 
or lunatics or paupers, or either (in asy 
their benefit) and apprentices. 

Seo. 4. That all acts or parts of acts 
inconsistent herewith, are hereby repeal 
vided. That nothing in this act shall b* 
strued as to admit persons of color to 
a jury : And proviaed further, That th< 
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I. of this act shall not be so construed as to 

ire the education of colored and white chil- 

in the same school. 

SaBO, 5. That all free persons of color who 

living together as husband and wife in this 

while in a state of slavery are herebv de- 

to be man and wife, and their children 

{itimately entitled to an inheritance in any 

)perty heretofore acquired, or that may here- 

or be acquired, by said parents, to as full an 

tent as the children of wnite citizens are now 

ktitled by the existing laws of this State. 

May 2G-— All the freedmen's courts in Tennes- 

were abolished by the assistant commander, 

te law of the State making colored persons 

)tent witnesses in all civil courts^ 


TEXAS. 

A colored man is permitted by the new con- 
itilution to testifv orally where any one of his 
Exace is a party, allows him to hold property, and 
to sue and be sned. 


LOUISIANA. 

1865, December . — "An aot to provide for 
and regulate labor contracts for agricultural pur- 
^ snits" requires all such laborers to make labor 
^ ootUraotfi for the next year within the first ten 
jT dftysof January — the contracts to be in writing, 
. to be with heads of families, to embrace the labor 
^ of all the members, and be binding on all minors 
iheoroof. Each laborer, after choosing his em- 
f ployer, " shall not be allowed to leave his place 
li of employment until the fulfillment of his con- 
k 4raet» unless by consent of his employer, .or on 
1^ ftccoont of harsh treatment, or breach of con- 
:.'iract on the part of employer; and if they do so 
leave, without cause or permission, they shall 
Ibxfeit all wages earned to the timo of abandon- 
ment." Wages due shall be a lien upon the 
crops; and one half shall be paid at periods 
^;reed by the parties, " but it shall be lawful for 
i£e employer to retain the oth«r moiety until 
the completion of the contract." Employers 
iailing to comply, are to be fined douole the 
amount due to laborer. These are the eighth 
•nd ninth sections in full : 

Sxc. 8. That in case of sickness of the laborer, 
wages for the time lost shall be deducted, and 
where the sickness is feigned for purposes of idle- 
ness, and also on refusal to work according to 
contract, double the amount of wages shall be 
deducted for the time lost, and also wnere rations 
have been furnished ; and should the refusal to 
work be continued beyond three days, the of- 
fender sbalU be reported to a justice of the peace, 
and shall be forced to labor on roads, levees, and 
other public works, without pay, until Uie of- 
leader consents to return to his labor. 

Sec. 9. That, when in health, the laborer shall 
work ten hours during the day in summer, and 
■nine hours during the day in winter, unless 
otherwise stipulated in the labor contract ; he 
'Shall obey all proper orders of his employer or 
hie agent; take proper care of his work mules, 
ihorses, oxen, stock ; also of all agricultural in- 
'pleoaents ; and employers shall have the right to 
•make a reasonable deduction from the laborer's 
wages for inj oriels d»ne to animals or agricultu- 
;raliimplements Qommiited to his oaTe,:orfor'bad 


or negligent work. Bad work shall not be al- 
lowed. Failing to obey reasonable orders, neg- 
lect of duty, and leaving home without permis- 
sion, will be deemed disobedience; impudence, 
swearing, or indecent language to or in the pres- 
ence of the employer, hm family or agent, or 
quarrelling and fighting with one another, shall 
be deemed disobedience. For any disobedience 
a fine of one dollar shall be imposed on the of- 
fender. For all lost time from work hours, un- 
less in case of sickness, the laborer shall be fined 
twenty-five cents per hour. For all absence from 
home without leave the laborer will be fined at 
the rate of two dollars per day. Laborers will 
not be required to labor on the Sabbath except 
to take the necessary care of stock and other 
property on plantations and do the necessary 
cooking and household duties, unless by special 
contract. For all thefts of the laborer from the 
employer of agricultural products, hogs, sheep, 
poultry or any other property of the employer, 
or wilful destruction of property or injury, the 
laborer shall pay the employer double the 
amount of the value of the property stolen, des- 
troyed or injured, one half to be paid to the em- 
ployer and the other half to be placed in the 
general fund provided for in this section. No 
live stock shall be allowed to laborers without 
the permission of the employer. Laborers shall 
not receive visitors during work hours. All diffi- 
culties arising between the employers and labor- 
eiis, under this section, shall be settled, and all 
fines be imposed, by the former; if not satisfac- 
tory to the laborers, an appeal may be had to 
the nearest justice of the peace and two free- 
holders, citizens, one of said citizens to be se- 
lected by the employer and the other by the 
laborer; and all nnes imposed and collected un- 
der this section shall be deducted from the wages 
due, and shall be placed in a common fund, to 
be divided among the other laborers employed 
on the plantation at the time when their full 
wages fall due, except as provided for above. 
December 21 — This bill became a law : 
Seo. 1. That any one who shall persuade or 
entice away, feed, harbor, or secrete any person 
who leaves his or her employer, with wnom she 
or he has contracted, or is assigned to live, or 
any apprentice wjho is bound as an apprentice, 
without the permission of his or her employer, 
said person or persons so ofi^ending shall be lia- 
ble for damages to the employer, and also, upon 
conviction thereof, shall be subject to pay a fine 
of not more than five hundred dollars, nor less 
than ten dollars, or imprisonment in the parish 
jail for not more than twelve months nor less 
than ten days, or both, at the discretion of the 
court. 

Seo. 2. That it «hall be duty of the judges oi 
this State to giy>e this act especially in charee oi 
the grand juries bt each jury term of Sieir 
respective courts. 

A new Tftgr^nt act is thus condensed in the 
New Orleans i^U'ayune: 

It adopts ihe same definition of vagrancy as 
in the act cH 1855, and provides that any person 
ciiai^ged With vagrancy shall be arrested on the 
warrant of any judge or justice of the peace ; 
and if said judge or justice of Uie peace ehall be 
satisfied by the conraBsion of the offender, olr by 
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competent testimony, that he is a vagrant within 
this said description, he shall make a certificate 
of the same, which shall be filed with the clerk 
of the court of the parish and in the city of 
New Orleans. The certificate shall be filed in 
the oflfices of the recorders, and the said justice 
or other officer shall require the party accused 
to enter into bond, payable to the Governor of 
Louisiana, or his successors in office, in such 
sums as said justice of the peace or other officer 
shall prescribe, with security, to be approved by 
said officer, for his good behavior and future 
industry for tlie period of one year ; and upon 
his failing or refusing to give such bond and se- 
curity, the justice or other officer shall issue his 
warrant to the sheriff or other officer, directing 
him to detain and to hire out such vagrant for 
a period not exceeding twelve months, or to 


cause him to labor on the public works, 
and levees, under such regulations as shall I 
made by the municipal authorities: Prox ' 
That if the accused be a person who has 
doned his employer before his contract expo 
the preference shall be given to such emplc 
of hiring the swcused: And provided Jut' 
That in the city of New Orleans the ac 
may be committed to the work-house for a 
not exceeding six months, there to be kept I 
hard labor on the public works, roads, or lev« 
The proceeds of hire in the cases herein provid 
for to be paid into the parish treasury for 
benefit of paupers: Ana provided further, 
the persons hiring such vagrant shall be 
pelled to furnish such clothing, food, and i 
cal attention ^a they may furnish their ot 
laborers. 
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PRESIDENT JOHNSON'S INTERVIEWS AND SPEECHES. 


1865, April 15 — Andrew Johnson qualified as 
President, Chief Justice Chase administering the 
oath of office. 

BemarkB at an Interview with Citizens of Indi- 
ana. 

1865, April 21 — A delegation was introduced 
by Governor 0. P. Morton, to whose address 
President Johnson responded, stating that he did. 
not desire to make any expression of his future 
policy more than he baa already made, and 
adding : 

But in entering upon the discharge of the 
duties devolving upon me by the sad occurrence 
of the assassination of the Chief Magistrate of 
the nation, and as you are aware, in surround- 
ing circumstances which are peculiarly embar- 
rassing and responsible, I doubt whether you 
are aware how much I appreciate encourage- 
ment and countenance from my fellow- citizens 
of Indiana. The most courageous individual, 
the most determined will, might justly shrink 
from entering upon the discharge of that which 
lies before me; but were I a coward, or timid, 
to receive the countenance and encouragement 
I have from you, and from various other parts 
of the country, would make me a courageous 
and determined man. I mean in the proper 
sense of the term, for there is as much in moral 
courage and the firm, calm discharge of duty, as 
in physical courage. But, in entering upon the 
duties imposed upon me bv this calamity, I re- 
quire not only courage, but determined will, 
and I assure you that on this occasion your en- 
couragement IS peculiarly acceptable to me. In 
reference to what my administration will be, 
while I occupy my present position, I must 
refer you to the past. You may look back to it 
as evidence of what my course wiU be; and, in 


reference to this diabolical and fiendish rebellioi 
sprung upon the country, all I have to do is to 
ask you to also go back and take my course Ia 
the past, and from that determine what my fa- 
ture will be. Mine has been but one straight- 
forward and unswerving course, and I see no 
reason now why I should depart from it. 

As to making a declaration, or manifesto, or 
messajge, or what you may please to call it, mjj 
past is a better foreshadlowing of my futnio] 
course than any statement on paper that might 
be made. Who, four years ago, looking down 
the stream of time, could have delineated thai 
which has transpired since thei^? Had any one 
done so, and presented it, he would have been 
looked upon as insane, or it would have been 
thought a fable — fabulous as the stories of the 
Arabian Nights, as the wonders of the lamp of 
Aladdin, and would have been about as readily 
believed. 

If we knew so little four years ago of what 
has passed since then, we know as little what 
events will arise in the next four years ; but as 
these events arise I shall be controlled in the 
disposition of them by those rules and principles 
by which I have been guided heretofore. Had 
it not been for extraordinary efforts, in part 
owing to. the machinery of the State, you would 
have nad rebellion as rampant in Indiana as we 
had it in Tennessee. Treason is none the less 
treason whether it be in a free State or in a slave 
State; but if there could be any difference in 
such a crime, he wbp commits treason in a free 
State is a greater traitor than he who commits 
it iu a slave State. There might be some little 
excuse in a man based on his possession of the 

Eeculiar property, but the traitor in a free State 
as no excuse, but simply to be a traitor. 
• Bo not, however, understand me to mean by 


PESSIDBNTIAL INTESTIBWS AND SPEBCHES. 


45' 


I 


, any man should be exonerated from 
.Ities and punishments of the crime of 
The time nas arrived when the Ameri- 
)le should understand what crime is, 
i it should punished, and its penalties 
and inflicted. We say in our statutes 
ts that burglary is a crime, that murder 
e, that arson is a crime, and that trea- 
crime; and the Constitution of United 
nd the laws of the United States, say' 
son shall consist in levying war against 
d giving their enemies aid and comfort, 
ust remarked that burglary is a crime 
its penalties, that murder is a crime and 
•enalties, and so on through the long 
5 of crime. 

istrate by a sad event, which is 'before 
s of all, and which has draped this land 
ling. Who is there here who would 
e assassin who has stricken from our 
2 beloved and revered by all, and passed 
n time to eternity, to that bourne 
10 traveler returns, who, I repeat, who, 
uld say that the assassin, if taken, 
ot suflfer the penalties of his crime? 
^ou take the life of one individual for 
er of another, atid believe that his 
should be confiscated, what should be 
h one who is trying to assassinate this 
What should be done with him or 
10 have attempted the life of a nation 
i of thirty millions of people? 
ere living at a time when the public 
d almost become oblivious of what trea- 
The time has arrived, my countrymen, 
e American people should be educated 
;ht what is crime, and that treason is a 
id the highest crime known to the law 
Constitution. Yes, treason against a 
•eason against all the States, treason 
,he Government of the United States, is 
est crime that can be committed, and 
^aged in it should suffer all its penalties, 
w it is very easy to get up sympathy 
iiment where human blood is about to . 
easy to acquire a reputation for leni- 
l kindness, but sometimes its effects and 
operations produce misery and woe to 
of mankind. Sometimes an individual 
le law has overtaken, and on whom its 
5 are about to be imposed, will appeal 
,d with the Executive for the exercise of 
;•. But before its exercise he ought to 
I what is mercy and what is not mercy, 
ery important question, and one which 
the consideration of those who moralize 
me and the morals of a nation, whether 
cases action should not be suspended 
i transferred to Him who controls all. 
: innocence has been invaded, if wrong 
I done, the Controller and Giver of all 
le of whose attributes is mercy, will set 

lot promulging anything that I have not 
re said to say that traitors must be made 
ihat treason must be made odious, that 
must be punished and impoverished, 
must not only be punished, but their 
ower must be destroyed. If not, they 
maintain an ascendency, and may again 


become numerous and powerful; for, in the 
words of a former Senator of the United States, 
•• When traitors become numerous enough, trea- 
son becomes respectable." And I say that, after 
making treason odious, every Union man and 
the Government should be remunerateld out of 
the pockets of those who have inflicted this great 
sufifering upon the country. But do not under- 
stand me. as saying this in a. spirit of anger, for, 
if I undersland my own heart, the reverse is the 
case ; and, while I say that the penalties of the 
law, in a stern and inflexible manner, should be 
executed upon conscious, intelligent, and influ- 
ential traitors — the leaders, who have deceived 
thousands upon thousands of laboring men who 
have been drawn into this rebellion — and while 
I say, as to the leaders, punishment, I also say 
leniency, conciliation, and amnesty to the thou- 
sands whom they have misled and deceived ; and 
in reference to this, as I remarked, I might have 
adopted your speech as my own. 

As my honorable friend knows, I long since 
took the ground that this Government was sent 
upon a great mission among the nations of the 
earth ; tnat it had a great work to perform, and 
that in starting it was started in perpetuity. 
Look back for one single moment to the Articles 
of Confederation, and then come down to 1787, 
when the Constitution was formed — what do you 
find ? That we, " the people of the United States, 
in order to form a more perfect government," &c. 
Provision is made for the admission of new States, 
to* be added to old ones embraced within the 
Union. Now, turn to the Constitution : we find 
that amendments may be made, by a recom- 
mendation of two thirds of the memfiers of Con- 
fress, if ratified by three fourths of the States, 
rovision is made for the aximission of new 
States ; no provision is made for the secession of 
old ones. 

The instrument was made to be good in per- 
petuity, and you can take hold of it, not to break 
up the Government, but to go on perfecting it 
more and more as it runs down the stream of 
time. 

We find the Government composed of integral 
parts. An individual is an integer, and a num- 
oer of individuals form a State ; and a State it- 
self is an integer, and the various States form 
the Union, which is itself an integer — they all 
making up the Government of the United States. 
Now we come to the point of my argument, so 
far as concerns the perpetuity of the Govern- 
ment. We have seen that the Government is 
composed of parts, ^ch essential to the whole, 
and the whole essential to each part. Now, if 
an individual (part of a State) declare war 
again«t the whole, in violation of the Constitu- 
tion, he, as a citizen, has violated the law, and 
is responsible for the act as an individual. 
There may be more than one individual, it may 
go on till they become parts of Stadbes. Some- 
time the rebellion may go on increasing in num- 
bers till the State machinery is overturned, and 
the country becomes like a man th^t is paralyzed 
on one side. But we find in the Constitution 
a grejit panacea provided. It provides that the 
United States (that is, the great integer) shall 
guarantee to each State (the integers composins 
the whole) in this Union a republican form <» 
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government. Yes, if rebellion had been ram- 
pant, and set aside the machinery of a State for 
a time, there stands the great law to remove the 
paralysis and revitalize it, and put it on its feet 
again. When we come to understand our sys- 
tem of government, though it be complex, we 
see how beautifully one part moves in harmony 
with another ; then we see our Government is 
to be a perpetuity, there being no provision for 
pulling it down, the Union being its vitalizing 
pawer, imparting life to the whole of the States 
that move around it like planets round the sun, 
receiving thence light ana heat and motion. 

Upon this idea of destroying States, my posi- 
tion has been heretofore well Known, and i see 
no cause to change it now, and I am glad to 
hear its reiteration on the present occasion. 
Some are satisfied with the idea that States are 
to be lost in territorial and other divisions ; are 
to lose their character as States. But their life 
breath has been only suspended, and iH.s a high 
constitutional obligation we have t. decureeach 
of these States in the possession and enjoyment 
of a republican form of government. A State 
may be in the Government with a peculiar insti- 
tution, and by the operation of rebellion lose 
that feature ; but it was a State when it went 
into rebellion, and when it comes out without 
the institution it is still a state. 

I hold it as a solemn obligation in any one of 
these States where the rebel armies have been 
beaten back or expelled — I care not how small 
the number of Union men, if enough to man th6 
ship of State, I hold it, I say, a high duty to 
protect and secure to them a republican form of 
government. This is no new opinion. 'It is ex- 
pressed in conformity with my understanding of 
the genius and theory of our Government. Then 
in adjusting and patting the Government upon 
its legs again, I think the progress of this work 
must pass into the hands of its friends. If a State 
is to oe nursed until it again gets strength, it 
must be nursed by its friends, not smothered by 
its enemies.* 

*0n tbis and other points, President Johnson declared 
himself in his Nashville (speech of June 9, 1864, from which 
these extracts are taken : 

The question is, whether man is capable of 
self-government? I hold with Jefferson that 
government was made for the convenience of 
man, and not man for government. The laws 
and constitutions were designed as instrtiments 
to promote his welfare. And hence, from this 
principle, I conclude that governments can and 
ought to be changed and amended to conform 
to the wants, to the requirements and progress 
of the people, and the enlightened spirit of the 
age. Now, if any of your secessionists have^ost 
faith in men's capability for self-government, 
and feel unfit for the exercise of this great right, 
go straight to rebeldom, take Jeff. Davis, Beau- 
regard, and ©ragg for your masters, and put 
their collars on your necks. 

And let me say that now is the time to secure 
these fundamental principles, while the land is 
rent with anarchy and upheaves with the throes 
of a mighty revolution. While society is in 
tbis disordered state, and we are seeking security, 
let us fix the foundation of the Government on 
pnncipies of eternal justice which will endure 


Now, permit me to remark, that while I ] 
opposed aissolution and disintegration on th( 

- I ' — 

for all time. There is an element in our b 
who are for perpetuating the institutioi 
slavery. Let me say to you, Tennesseeana 
men from the Northern States, that slave 
dead. It was not murdered by me. I told 
long ago what the result would be if yoi 
deavored to go out of the Union to save sla^ 
and that the result would be bloodshed, ra 
devastated fields, plundered villages and c 
and, therefore, I urged you to remain ir 
Union. In trying to save slavery, you kil 
and lost your own freedom. Your slave 
dead, but I did not murder it. As Macbetl 
to Banquo's bloody ghost : 

" ' Never shake thy gory locks at me ; 
Thou canst not say I did it.'" 

Slavery is dead, and you must pardon 
I do not mourn over its dead body ; yoi 
bury it out of sight. In restoring the ^i 
leave out that disturbing and dangerous elei 
and use only those parts of the mach; 
which will move in harmony. 

But in calling a convention to restore 
State, who shall restore and re-establisl 
Shall the man who gave his influence an 
means to destroy the Government? Is 
participate in the great work of reorganiza 
Shall he who brought this misery upor 
State be permitted to control its destinies 
this be so, then all this precious blood o 
brave soldiers and oflScers so freely poure 
will have been wantonly spilled. All the 
ous victories won by our noble armies w: 
for nought, and all the battle-fields which 
been sown with dead heroes during the i 
lion will have been made memorable in v? 

Why all this carnage and devastation 
was that treason might be put down and tr; 
punished. Therefore I say that traitors s 
take a back seat in the work of restoratioi 
there be but five thousand men in Teni 
loyal to the Constitution, loyal to freedom, 
to justice, these true and faithful men s' 
control the work of reorganization and ref( 
tion absolutely. I say that the traitoi 
ceased to be a citizen, and in joining the : 
lion has become a public enemy. lie for 
his right to vote with loyal men when 1 
nounced his citizenship and sought to de 
our Government. We say to the most li 
and industrious foreigner who comes from 
land or Germany to dwell among us, and t 
to the wealth of the country, " Before yo 
be a citizen you must stay here for five y 
If We are so cautious about foreigners, win 
untarily renounce their homes to live wil 
what should we say to the traitor, who, altl 
born and reared among us, has raised a pj 
dal hand against the Government which a 
protected him ? My judgment is that he s 
be subjected to a severe ordeal before he 
stored to citizenship. A fellow who take 
oath merely to save his property, and deni 
validity of the oath, is a perjured man, an 
to be trusted. Before these repenting rebe 
be trusted, let them bring forth the Iruits 
pentance. He who helped to make all 
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. ton tbe other I am equally opposed to coa- 
ition, or the ceutTBliiation of power in the 
( of a few. Sic. all this has been extorted 
uaby Ibe remarks yoa have oETered, and 
Kve already remaikea, I might have adopted 
speech an ray own. I have detained 7011 
It than I expected, bnt Qovemor Mortoa ii 
meible for tbat. 

BWcelyknow how to exprese my feeling 

of the kindness yon have m '' ' 

lie occasion. Perhaps I oaght not to add 

; I am about I0 say, but human nature i? 

in nature. Indiana first named me for the 

Pr«*idency, though it was oaaolicited by 

Indeed, there is not a man can say thaJ„J 

»pproacbed him on 'the subject. Sly eyes 

I turned to my own State. If I eonld restore 

Ihe measure of my aiubitiou was complete. 

Ink the State of ludiaua for the conCdenct' 

Iregard she manifested toward me, which ha^ 

■ted in what is now before me, placing me in 

position I now occupy. 

n coDclusion, I will repettt that the yigor of 

yoath has been spent in advocating thoBp 

It principles at theloundatiou of ourUovern- 

it, and, therefore, I have been by miny de- 

Dc«d as a demagogue, I striving to please the 




ighert 


that when I pleased them, 1 was pretty nearly 
right, and being in the right. I didn't care who 
assailed me. but I was going to say I have al- 
ways advocated the pricciple, that government 
was made for man — not mitn for goverment ; even 
OS the good Book says that the Sabbath was mado 
for man — not man lor the Sabbath, 

So far as in me lies, those principles shall b« 
carried out; and, iu conclusion, I tenderyoamy 
profound and sincere thanks for your respect 
and support in the performance of the arduoot 
duties Qow devolving upon me. 

To ^igtnia BefngeM. 

April 24, 1865— A large number of Soatbem 
refugees had an interview, Hon, John C. Under- 
wood making an address; to which the Freai> 


jplied: 
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lardly necessary 
to say that my sympatliiea and impulses in con- 
nection with this nelariouB rebellion beat in uni- 
son with yours. Those who have passed through 
this bitter ordeal, and who partiuipated in it to 
a great extent, are more competent, as I think, 
^to judge and determine the true policy which 

I should DO pursued. [Applause] 

owe and orphans, who draped the streets of I have but little to say on this question in r«- 
livillainraourniDg, should suffer for his great spouse to what has been said. It enunciates and 
ae. The work is in our own hands. We can | expresses my own feelings to the fullest extent, 
troy this rebellion. 'With Qrant thundering and in math better language than I can at the 
the Potomac before Eichmond, and aherman I present moment summon to my aid, 
I Thomas on their march toward Atlanta, the Tlie most that I can say is, that enteringnpon 
■ will ere long be ours. Will any madly per- the duties that hove devolved upon me under 
in rebellion? Suppose that an equal num- I circumstances that are perilous and responsible, 
be slain in every battle, it is plain that the snd being thrown into the position I now occupy 
.: _r .L, -^tedly, in consequence of the sad 6' — ' 


n of thi 
els. Ah! these rebel leaders have a strong, 
wnal reason for holding out to save their 
fa from the halter; and these leaders must 
1 the power of the GovernroentI Treason 
Bt be made odious, and traitors must be pun- 
ed and impoverished. Their great planta- 
DS must be seized, and divided into small 
Di, end Bold to honest, industrious men. The 
ffor protecting the lands and negroes of tliese 
iors of the rebellion is past. It is high time 
las. I have been most deeply pained at some 
9gB which have come under my observation, 
get men in command who, under the inllu- 
e of flattery, fawning, and caressing, grant 
t«ction to the rich traitor, while the poor 
OQ man stands out in the cold, often unable 
1^ • receipt or a voucher for his losses, 
es of "That's so!" from all parts of the 
»d.l The traitor can get lucrative contracts. 
le the loyal man is pushed a^ide, nnable to 
linarecognitionof his just stripes and shoal- 
■Btraps. I want them all to hear what I say, 
ave been on a gridiron for two years at the 
it of these abuses. I blame not the Qovern- 
it for these things, which are the work of 
ik or faithless subordinates. Wrongs will be 
imitted under every form of government and 

3 administration. For myself, I mean to 
by the Government till the flag of Uie 
ion sTiall wave over every city, town, hill- 
, and eroes-roads, in ita full power and ma- 


which has taken place — 
in view of all that is before me. and the circom- 
litances that surround me, I cannot but feel that 
your encouragiement and kindness are peculiarly 
iiccep table and appropriate. 

I do not think you have been familiar with 
my course, if you who are from the South deem it 
necessary for me to raalte any professions as to 
the future on this occasion, or to express what 
my course will be upon ijnestioQs that may arise. 
If my past life is no indication of what my 
I'uture will he. my professions were both worth- 
less and empty; and in returning you my sin- 
cere thanks for this encouragement and sympa- 
ihy, I can only reiterate what I have said before,' 
imd, in part, what has just been read. 

As far as clemency and mercy are concerned, 
iind the proper exercise of the pardoning power, 
t think 1 understand the nature and character 
of the latter. In the exercise of clemency and 
mercy, that pardoning power should be exer- 
cised with caution. Ido not give utterance to 
my opinions on this point In any spirit of re- 
venge or unkind feelings. Mercy and clemency 
have been pretty largo ingredients in my com- 
jinund. Having been the executive of a State, 
iind thereby placed in a position in which it wal 
necessary to exercise clemency and mercy, I have 
lieen charged with going too far, being too leni- 
irnt; and I have become satisfied that merey 
without justice is a crime, and that when mercy 
and clemency are exercised by the ezecntiTS it 
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should always be done in view of justice, and in 
that manner alone is properly exercised that 
great prerogative. 

' The time has come, as you who have had to 
drink this bitter cup are fully aware, when the 
American people should be made to understand 
the true nature of crime. Of crime, generally, 
our people have a high understanding, as well as 
of the necessity for its punishment; but in the 
catalogue of crimes there is one — and that the 
highest known to the law arfd the Constitution — 
of which, since the days of Jefferson and Aaron 
Burr, they have become oblivious ; that is trea- 
son. Indeed, one who has become distinguished 
in treason and in this rebellion said, that "when 
traitors become numerous enough, treason be- 
comes respectable," and to become a traitor was 
to constitute a portion of the aristocracy of the 
country. 

God protect the people against such an aris- 
tocracy. 

Yes, the time has come when the people should 
be taught to understand the length and breath, 
the depth and height of treason. An individual 
occupying the highest position among us was 
lifted to that position by the free offering of the 
American people — the highest position on the 
habitable globe. This man we have seen, revered, 
and loved ; one who, if he erred at all, erred ever 
01^ the side of clemency and mercy ; that man we 
have seen treason strike through a fitting instru- 
ment ; and we have beheld him fall like a bright 
star falling from its sphere. 

Now, there is none but would say, if the ques- 
tion came up, what should be done with the in- 
dividual who assassinated the chief magistrate 
of a nation — ^he is but a man, one man after all ; 
but if asked what should be done with the assas- 
sin, what should be the penalty, the forfeit ex- 
acted, I know what response dwells in every 
bosom. It is, that he should pay the forfeit with 
his life. And hence we see tnat these are times 
when mercy and clemency without justice become 
a crime. The one should temper the other and 
bring about the proper mean. And if we would 
say this when the case was the simple murder of 
one man by his fellow man, what should we say 
when asked what shall be done with him, or 
them, or those who have raised impious hands to 
take away the life of a nation composed of thirty 
millions of people? What would be the reply to 
that question ? But while in mercy we remem- 
ber justice, in the language that has been utter 3d, 
I say justice toward the leaders, the conscious 
leaders; but I also say amnesty, conciliation, 
clemency, and mercy to the thousands of our 
countrymen who you and I know have been 
deceived or driven into this infernal rebellion. 

And so I return to where I started from, and 
again repeat, that it is time our people were 
taught to know that treason is a crime — not a 
mere political difference, not a mere contest be- 
tween two parties, in which one succeeded, and 
the other has simply failed. They must know it 
is treason, for if they had succeeded, the life of 
the nation would have been reft from it, the 
Union would have been destroyed. 

Surely the Constitution sufficiently defines 
treason. It consists in levying war against the 
United States, and in giving their enemies aid 


and comfort. With this definition it reqt 
exercise of no great acumen to ascerta 
are traitors. It requires no great percej 
tell us who have levied war against the 
States, nor does it require any great str 
reasoning to ascertain who has given ai( 
enemies of the United States. And wl 
Government of the United States does ai 
who are the conscious and intelligent t 
the penalty and the forfeit should be pai« 

I know how to appreciate the condi 
being driven from one's home. I can 
thize with him whose all has been tak( 
him ; with him who has been denied th 
that gave his children birth ; but let us, 
in Ihe restoration of true goverument, j 
temperately and dispassionately, and ho 
pray that the time will come, as I believe 
we all can return and remain at our bom 
treason and traitors be driven from oui 
[applause;] when again law and ordei 
reign, and the banner of our country 
furled over every inch of territory wit! 
.area of the United States. 

In conclusion, let me thank you moi 
foundly for this encouragement and mar 
tipn of your regard and respect, and assu 
that I can give no greater assurance reg 
the settlement of this question than that 1 
to discharge my duty, and in that way 
shall in the earliest possible hour brin| 
peace to our distracted country, and ho 
time is not far distant when our people c 
return to their homes and firesides, and ] 
their various avocations. 


Interview with George L. Steams. 

Washington, D. C, Oct. 3,1865, 11 J, 

I have just returned from an interview 
President Johnson, in which he talked : 
hour on the process of reconstruction ol 
States. His manner was as cordial, ai 
conversation as free as in 1863, when I m( 
daily in Nashville. 

His countenance is healthier, even m< 
than when I first knew him. 

I remarked that the people of the 
were anxious that the process of reconstr 
should be thorough, and they wished to si 
him in the arduous work, but their ideas 
confused by the conflicting reports cons 
circulated, and especially by the present pc 
of the Democratic party. It is industr 
circulated in the Democratic clubs that h 
goin^ over to them. He laughingly n 
" Major, have you never known a man w 
many years had differed from your viev 
cause you were in advance of him, claim 
as his own when he came up to your i 
point?" 

I replied, "I have, often." He said, 
have I, ' and went on : " The Democratic 
finds its old position untenable, and is c( 
to ours ; if it has come up to our position, 
glad of it. You and I need no preparati( 
this conversation ; we can talk freely or 
subject, for the thoughts are familiar to uj 
can be perfectly frank with each other." 
then commencea with saying that the Slat 
in the Union, which is whole and indivisib 
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ndividuala tried to carry them out, but did 
HpQcceed, as a man may try to cutT bis tbroat 
jTw prevented by the bystanders ; and you 
toot 8ay^ he cut his throat because he tried to 

individnals may commit treason and be pun- 
^dj and a large number of individuals may 

r~ titute a rebellion, and bo punished as trai- 
Somo States tried to get out of the Union, 
we opposed it honestly, because we believed 
be wrong; and we have succeeded in put- 
down the rebellion. The power of those 
his who made the attempt has been crushed, 
now w*e want to reconstruct the State gov- 
lents, and have the power to do it. The 
J institutions are prostrated, laid out on the 
m(l and they must be taken up and adapted 
'lb progress of events; this cannot be done 
moment. We are making very rapid prog- 
-Bo rapid I sometimes cannot realize it. It 
irs like a dream. 

'^e must not be in too much of a hurry ; it 
itter to let them reconstruct themselves than 
>rce them to it ; for if they go wrong the 
[er is in our hands, and we can check them 
«ny stage, to the end, and oblige them to 
Pect their errors ; we must be patient with 
I did not 'fexpect to keep out all who 
excluded from the amnesty, or even a 
go number of them ; but I intended they- 
>xQd sue for pardon, and so realize the enor- 
ty of the crime they had committed. 
You could not have broached the subject of 
oal fiuffrago at the North seven years ago, 
d we must remember that the changes of the 
nth have been more rapid, and they have 
3n obliged to accept more unpalatable truth 
an the North has ; we must give them time to 
jest a part, for we cannot expect such large 
[airs will bo comprehended and digested at 
loe. We must give them time to understand 
jeir new position. 

;I have nothing to conceal in these matters, and 
fcve no desire or willingness to take indirect 
larses to obtain what we want. 
Our Government is a grand and lofty struc- 
fre ; in searching for its foundation we find it 
" ts on the broad basis of popular rights. The 
ctive franchise is not a natural ri^ht, but a 
itical right. I am opposed to giving the 
ites too much power, and also to a great con- 
lidation of power in the central go^. ernment. 
If I interfered with the vote in the rebel 
;, to dictate that no negro shall vote, I 
jht do the same for my own purposes in 
fennsylvania. Our only safety lies in allowing 
Ich State to control the right of voting by its 
tn ]aws, and wo have the power to control the 
Ael States if they go wrong. If they rebel we 
fcve the army, and can control them by it, and, 
necessary, by legislation also. If the General 
Jyjrnment controls the right to vote in the 
ates, it may establish such rules as will re- 
rict the vote to a small number of persons, and 
QS create a central despotism. 
My position here is different from what it 
)uld be if I was in Tennessee. 
There I should try to introduce negro suffrage 
adaally; first those who had served in the 
my ; those who could^iead and write ; and per- 


haps a property qualification for others, say $200 
or $2oO. 

It would not do to let the negro have univer- 
sal suffrage now ; it would breed a war of races. 

There was a time in the Southern States when 
the slaves of large owners looked down upon 
non-slaveowners because tbcy did not own slaves; 
the larger the number of slaves the masters 
owned tne prouder they were, and this has pro- 
duced hostility- between the mass of the whites 
and the negroes. The outrages are mostly from 
non-slaveholding whites against the negro, and 
from the negro ■ upon the non-slaveiiolding 
whites. 

The negro will vote with the late master, whom 
he docs not hate, ratlier than with the non- 
slaveholding white, whom he does hate. Uni- 
versal suffrage would create another war, not 
against us, but a war of races. 

Another thing: This Government is the freest 
and best on earth, and I feel sure is destined to 
last ; but to secure this we must elevate and pu- 
rify the ballot. I for many years contended at 
tl^e South that slavery was a political weakness ; 
but others said it was political strength ; they 
thought we gained three-fifths representation by 
it ; 1 contended that we lost two-fifths. 

If we had no slaves we should have had twelve 
Representatives more, according to the then ra- 
tio of representation. Congress apportions rep- 
resentation by States, not districts, and the State 
apportions by districts. 

Many years ago I moved in the Legislature 
that the apportionment of Representatives to 
Congress in Tennessee should be by qualified 
voters. 

The apportionment is now fixed until 1872; 
before that iimo we might change the basis of 
representation from populatiot to qualified 
voters, North as well as South, and, in due course 
of time, the States, without regard to color, 
might extend the elective franchise to all who 
possessed certain mental, moral, or such other 
qualifications as might be determined by an en- 
lightened public judgment. 

Boston, October 18, 1865. 
The above report was returned to me by 
President Johnson with the following endorse- 
ment. Geoege L. Steaens. 

I have read the within communication and 
find it substantially correct. 
I have made some verbal alterations. 

A. J. 

Address to the Colored Soldiers. 

October 10, 1865 — The first colored regiment 
of District of Columbia troops, recently returned 
from the South, marched to the Executive Man- 
sion, and were addressed by the President, as 
follows : 

My Feiends: My object in presenting my- 
self before you on this occasion is simply to 
thank you, members of one of the colored regi- 
ments which have been in the service of the 
country to sustain and carry its banner and its 
laws triumphantly in every part of this broad 
land. I appear before you on the present oc- 
casion merely to tender you my thanks for the 
compliment you have paid me on your return 
home, to again be associated with your friends 
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and your relations, and those you hold most 
sacred and dear. I have but little to say. It 
being unusual in this Government and in most 
of the other governments to have colored troops 
engaged in their cause, you have gone forth as 
events have shown, and served with patience 
and endurance in the cause of your country. 
This is your country as well as anybody else's 
country. This is the country in which you ex- 

§ect to live, and in which you should expect to 
something by your example in civil life, as 
you have done in the field. This country is 
founded upon the principle of equality ; and at 
the same time the standard by whicn persons 
are to be estimated is according to their merit 
and their worth. And you observe, no doubt, 
that for him who does his duty faithfully and 
honestly, there is always a just public judgment 
that will appreciate and measure out to him his 
proper reward. 

I know that there is much well calculated in 
this Government, and since the late rebellion 
commenced, to excite the white against the 
black, and the black against the white man. 
These are things that you should all understand, 
and at the same time prepare yourselves for 
what is before- you. Upon the return of peace 
and the surrender of the enemies of the country, 
it should be the duty of every patriot and every 
one who calls himself a Christian to remember 
that with a termination of the war his resent- 
ments should cease — that angry feelings shoiild 
subside, and that every man should become calm 
and tranquil, and be prepared for what is before 
him. 

This is another part of your mission. You 
have been engjiged in the effort to sustain your 
country in the past, but the future is more im- 

gortant to yoi» than the period in which you 
ave just been engaged. One great question 
has been settled in this Government, and thatiis 
the question of slavery. The institution of 
slavery made war upon the United States, and 
the United States has lifted its strong arms in 
vindication of the Government and of free gov- 
ernment, and in lifting the arm and appealing 
to the God of battles, it was decided that the 
institution of slavery must go down. This has 
been done, and the Goddess of Liberty, in bear- 
ing witness over many of our battle-fields since 
the struggle commenced, has made her loftiest 
flight and proclaimed that true liberty has been 
established upon a more permanent and endur- 
ing basis than heretofore. But this is not all; 
and as you have paid me the compliment to call 
upon me, I shall take the privilege of saying 
one or two words as I am before you. 

Now, wh%n the sword is returned to its scab- 
bard, when your arms are reversed, and when 
the olive-branch of peace is extended, resent- 
ment and revenge should subside. Then what 
is to follow ? You do understand, no doubt — 
and if you do hot you cannot understand too 
soon — that simple liberty does not mean the 
privilege of going into the battle-field, or into 
the service of the country as a soldier. It means 
other things as well ; and now when ybu have 
laid down your arms there are other objects of 
equal importance before you — now that the Gov- 
ernment has triumphantly passed through this 


mighty rebellion, after the most gigantic b 
the world ever saw. 

The problem is before you, and it is bes* 
you should understand it, and I therefore i 
simply and plainly. Will you now, whei 
have retirea from the army of the United 1 
and taken the position of the citizen — whe: 
have returned to the avocations of peace- 
you give evidence to the world that yo 
capable and competent to govern yourse 
This is what you will have to do. 

Liberty is 'not a mere idea, a mere va; 
when you come to examine this q^uestion c 
erty you should not be mistaken m ar mere 
for the reality. It does not consist in idl 
Liberty does not consist in being worl 
Liberty does not consist in doing in all t 
as we please ; and there can be no liberty 
out law. In a government of freedom an« 
erty there must oe law, and there must be 
dience and submission to the law, without r 
to color. Liberty — and may I not call yo 
countrymen? — ^liberty consists in the gl( 
privileges of freedom— consists in the gl 
privileges of worth — of pursuing the ord 
avocations of peace with energy, with indi 
and with economy ; and that being don 
those who have been industrious and econc 
are permitted" to appropriate and enjpy th( 
dupts of their own labor. This is one < 
great blessings of freedom ; and hence we 
ask the question and answer it by stating 
liberty means freedom to work and enjo 
products of your own labor. 

You will soon be mustered out of the i 
It is for you to establish- the great fact tha 
>ire fit and qualified to be free. Hence, frc 
is not a mere idea, but it is something th( 
ists in fact. Freedom is not simply the prii 
to live in idleness. Liberty does not mean s: 
to resort to the low saloons and othei* plac 
disreputable character. Freedom and liber 
not mean that the people ought to live in '. 
tiousness, but liberty means simply to be i 
trious and to be virtuous, to be upright i 
our dealings and relations with men ; ai 
those now before me, members of the last 
ment of colored volunteers from the Distr 
Columbia, and the capital of the United S 
I have to say, that a great deal depends 
yourselves ; you must give evidence that y 
competent for the rights that the goveri 
has guaranteed to ybu. 

Hence, each and all of you must be mea 
according to his merit. If one man is 
meritorious than the other, they cann< 
equals, and he is- the most exalted that 
most meritorious, without regard to ^olor 
the idea of having a law passed in the mc 
that will make a white man black before 
and a black man a white man before day 
surd. That is not the standard ; it is you 
conduct ; it is your own merit ; it is the < 
opment of your own talents and of your 
lectual and moral qualities. 

Let this, then, be your course ; adopt sy 
of morality;- abstain from all licentious 
and let me say one thing here, for I am 
to talk plainly. I have lived in a Sou 
State all my life, and know what has too 
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felti tho case. There is one thing yon should 
higher and more supreme than almost all 
, and that is tho solemn contract with all 
t penalties in the association of married life, 
and women should abstain from those qual- 
and habits that too frequently follow a war. 
loate among your children and among your 
iates, notwithstanding you are just back 
the army of the United States, that virtue, 
merit, that intelligence are tho standards to 
^^ observed, and those which you are deter- 
ged to maintain during your future lives. He 
' is meritorious and virtuous, intellectual and 
informed, must stand highest, without re- 
to color. It is the very basis upon which 
kven itself rests— each individual takes his 
in the sublimer and more exalted regions 
iroportion to his merits and his virtue. 
*ien I shall say to you on this occasion, in 
iming to your homes and firesides, after feel- 
conscious and proud of having faithfully 
your duty, return with the determination 
you will perform your duty in the future 
'you have performed it in the past. Abstain 
all those bickerings and jealousies and re- 
igefal feelings which too often spring up be- 
len different races. 
rThere is a great problem before us, and I may 
> well allude to it here in this connection, and 
Bi iSj whether this race can bo incorporated 
id mixed with the people of the United States 
-to be made a harmonious and permanent ingro- 
.«nt in the population. This is a problem not 
dt settled, but we are in the right line to do so. 
la very raised its head against the Government, 
3d the Government raised its strong arm and 
arack it to the ground ; hence, that part of the 
^blem is settled. The institution of slavery 
K overthrown. But another part remains to be 
Uved, and that is, can four millions of people, 
bared as they have been, with all their preju- 
of the whites — can they take their places 
the community, and be made to work liarmoni- 
ily and congruously in our system ? This is 
problem to bo considered. Are the digestive 
►wers of the American Government sufficient 
receive this element in a new shai)e, and digest 
ftnd make it work liealthfuUy upon tho system 
•t has incorporated it ? 
This is the question to be determined. Let 
imake the experiment, and make it in good 
ith. If that cannot be done, tliere is anoUier 
iblem that is before us. If we have to be- 
e a separate and distinct people (although I 
t that the system can bo made to work 
noniously, and that the great problem will 
settled without going an^ further) — if it 
riionld be so that the two races cannot agree and 
Jve in peace and prosperity, and tho laws of 
nrovidence require that they should be sepa- 
rated — ^in that event, looking to tlio far distant 
^itore, and trusting in God that it may never 
Some — if it should come, Providence, that works 
toyeteriously, but unerringly and certainly, will 
)oint out the way, and the mode, and the man- 
tor by which these people are to be separated, 
tod tney are to be taken to their land of inherit- 
inoe and promise, for such a one is before them^ 
Bence we are making the experiment. 
Hence, let me again impresfli, upon yon the 


importance of controlling your passions,'dovelop- 
ing your intellect, andot applying your physical 
powers to the industrial interests of the country ; 
and that is the true process by which this ques- 
tion can bj settled. Be patient, persevering, 
and forbearme, and you will help to solve this 
problem. Make for yourselves a reputation in 
this cause, as you have won for yourselves a 
reputation in the cause in which you have been 
engaged. In speaking to the members of this 
regiment, I w^ant them to understand that, so 
far as I am concerned, I do not assume or pre- 
tend that I am stronger than the laws or course 
of nature, or that I am wiser than Providence 
itself. It is our duty to try and discover what 
these great laws arewliich are the foundation of 
all things, and, having discovered what they 
are, conform our action and conduct to them and 
to the will of God, who ruleth all things. He 
holds the destinies of nations in the palm of 
his hand, and He will solve the questions and 
rescue these people from the difficulties that 
have so long surrounded them. Then let us be 
patient, industrious, and persevering. Let us 
develop our intellectual and moral worth. 

I trust what I have said may be understood 
and appreciated. Go to your homes and lead 
peacetul, prosperous, and happy lives, in peace 
with all men. Give utterance to no word that 
would cause dissensions, but do that which will 
be creditable to yoursclvos and to your country. 
To the officers who have led and so nobly com- 
manded you in the field I also return my thanks, 
for the compliment you and they have conferred 
unon me. 

Interview with Senator Dixon, of Conneotioat. 

January 28, 1866 — Tho following is the sub- 
stance of the conversation, as telegraphed that 
night over the country : 

The President said he doubted the propriety 
at this time of making further amendments to 
the Constitution. One great amendment had 
already been made, by which slavery had for- 
ever been abolished within the limits of the 
United States, and a national guarantee thus 
given that the institution should nover exist in 
the land. ■ Propositions to amend the Constitu- 
tion wore becoming as numerous as preambles 
and resolutions at town meetings called to con- 
sider the most ordinary questions connected with 
the administration of local affairs. All this, in 
his opinion, had a tendency to diminish the dig- 
nity and prestige attached to the Constitution 
of the country, and to lesson the respect and 
confidence of the people in their great charter 
of freedom. If, however, amendments are to 
be made to the Constitution, changing; the basis 
of representation and taxation, (and he did not 
deem them at all necessary at the present time,) 
he knew of none better than a simple proposi- 
tion, embraced in a few lines, making in each 
State the number of qualified voters the basis 
of representation, and the value of property the 
basis of direct taxation. Such a proposition 
could be embraced in the following terms : 

"Representatives shall be apportioned among 
the several States which may be included within 
this Union according to the number of qualified 
voters in each State. 
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" Direct taxes shall be apportioned among the 
several States which may be included within 
this Union according to the value of all taxable 
property in each State." 

An amendment of this kind wo^ld, in his 
opinion, place the basis of representation and 
direct taxation upon correct principles. The 
qualified voters were, for the most part, men 
who were subject to diaft and enlistment when 
it was necessary to repel invasion, suppress re- 
bellion, and quell domestic violence and insur- 
rection. They risk their lives,, shed their blood 
and peril their all to uphold the Government, 
and give protection, security, and value to 
property. ' It seemed but just that property 
should compensate for the benefits thus conferred, 
by defraying the expenses incident to its pro- 
tection and enjoyment. 

Such an amendment, the President also sug- 
gested, would remove from Congress all issues 
in reference to the political equality of tlie races. 
It would leave the States to determine absolute- 
ly the qualifications of their own voters with 
regard to color ; and thus the number of Repre- 
sentatives to which they would be entitled in 
' Congress would depend upon the number upon 
whom they conferred the right of suffrage. 

The President, in this connection, expressed 
the oj)inion that the agitation of the negro 
franchise question in the District of Columbia 
at this time was the mere entoring-wedge to the 
agitation of the question throughout the States, 
and was ill-timed, uncalled-for, and calculated 
to do great harm. He believed that it would 
engender enmity, contention, and strife between 
the two races, and lead to a war between them, 
which would result in great injury to both, and 
the certain extermination of tlie negro popula- 
tion. Precedence, he thought, should be given 
to more important and urgent matters, legisla- 
tion upon which was essential to the restoration 
,of the Union, the peace of the country, and the 
prosperity of the people. 

Interview with a Colored Delegation respecting 

Suffrage. 

February 7, 1866 — The delegation of colored 
representatives from different States of the 
country^ now in Washington, to urge the inter- 
ests of the colored people befote the Govern- 
ment, had an interview with the President. 

The President shook hands kindly with each 
member of the delegation. 

ADDRESS OF GEOEGE T, DOWNING. 

Mr. Geoege T. Downing then addressed the 
President as follows : 

We present ourselves to your Excellency, to 
make known with pleasure the respect which 
we arc glad to cherish for you — a respect which 
is your due, as our Chief Magistrate. It is our 
desire for you to know that we come feeling 
^that wo are friends meeting a friend. We 
should, however, have manifested our friend- 
ship by not coming to further tax your already 
much burdened and valuable time; but we 
have another object in calling. We are in a 
passage to equality before the law. God liath 
made it by opening a Red Sea. We would have 
your assistance through the same. We como to 


you in the name of the colored people o: 
United States. We are delegated to com 
some who have unjustly worn iron manacl 
their bodies — by some whose minds have' 
manacled by class legislation in States c 
free. The colored people of the States of 
nois, Wisconsin, Alabama, Mississippi, Flc 
South Carolina, North Carolina, Virginia, 1^ 
land, Pennsylvania, New York, New Enj 
States, and District of Columbia hare spec 
delegated us to come. 

Our coming is a marked circumstance, n< 
determined hope that we are not satisfied 
an amendment prohibiting slavery, but th{ 
wish it enforced with appropriate legisk 
This is our desire. We ask for it intelligc 
with the knowledge and conviction tha 
fathers of the Revolution intended freedoi 
every American ; that they should be prot 
in their rights as citizens, and be equal befo: 
law. We are Americans, native born Anieri 
We are citizens ; we are glad to have it k 
to the world that you bear no doubtfu 
cord on this point. On this fact, and witl 
fidence in the triumph of justice, we bas( 
hope. We see no recognition of color oi 
in the organic law of the land. It kno^ 

Erivileged class, and therefore we cheris! 
ope that we may be fully enfranchisec 
only here in this District, but throughoi 
land. We respectfully submit that renc 
anything less than this will be rendering 
less than our just due ; that granting any 
less than our full rights will oe a disrega 
our just rights and of due respect for our fee 
If the p<^wers that be do so it will be used 
license, as it were, or an apology, for any 
munity, or for individuals thus dispose 
outrage our rights and feelings. It nas 
shown in the present war that the Goverr 
may justly reach its strong arm into States 
demand from them, from those who owe it 
giance, their assistance and support. May 
reach out a like arm to secure and prote 
subjects upon who it has a claim ? 

ADDEESS op feed. DOUGLASS. 

Following upon Mr. Downing, Mr. 
Douglass advanced and addressed the Pres 
saying: 

Mr. President, we are not here to enli 
yoo, sir, as to your duties as the Chief ^ 
trate of this Republic, but to shyw our re 
and to present in brief the claims of our r; 
your favorable consideration. In the or 
Divine Providence you are placed in a po 
where you have The power to save or destr 
to bless or blast us — I mean our whole 
Your noble and humane predecessor plac 
our hands the sword to assist in saving tl 
tion, and we do liope that you, his able s 
sor, will favorably regard the placing i 
hands the ballot with which to save ours 

We shall submit no argument on that 
The fact that we are the subjects of Govern 
and subject to taxation, subject to volunt 
the service of the country, subject to 
drafted,, subject to bear the burdens of tlie 
makes it not improper that we should a 
I share in the privileges of this condition. 
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76 no speech to make on this occasion. 
Y submit these observations as a limited 
ion of the views and feelings of the dele- 
with which I have come. 

EESPOirSE OF THE PBESIDENT. 

jply to some of your inquiries, not to 

speech about this thing, for it is always 

tain plainly and distinctly about such 
I, I will say that if I have not given evi- 
n my course that I am a friend of hn- 
, and to that portion of it which consti- 
be colored population,' I can give no 
e here. Everything that I hate had, 

regards life and property, has been per- 

that cause, and I feel and think that I" 
and — not to be egotistic — what should 
rue direction of this question, and what 
>f policy wopld result in the melioration 
mate elevation, not only of the colored, 
le great mass of the people of the United 

I say that if I have not given eridence 
im a friend of humanity, and especially 
id of the colored man, in my past con- 
lere is nothing that I can now do that 

I repeat, all that I possessed, life, lib- 
id property, have been put up in con- 
with that question, when I had every 
lent held out to take the other course, 
'ting which I would have accomplished 

all that the most ambitious might have 
If I know myself, and the feelings of 
I heart, they have been for the colored 
[ have owned slaves and bought slaves, 
ever sold one. I might say, however, 
ictically, so far as my connection with 
as ^one, I have been their slave instead 

being mine. Some have even followed 
, while others are occupying and enjoy- 

property with my consent. For tne 

race my means, my time, my all has 
rilled ; and now at this late day, after 
evidence that is tangible, that is practi- 
m free to say to you that I do not like 
•raigned by- some who can get up hand- 
rounded periods and deal in rhetoric; 
c about abstract ideas of liberty, who 
erilled life, liberty, or property. This 

theoretical, hollow, ud practical friend- 
ounts to but very little. While I say 
m a friend of the colored man, I do not 

adopt a policy that I believe will end 
test between the races, which if persisted 
•esult in the extermination of one or the 
God forbid that I should be engaged in 
7ork! 

it is always best to talk about things 
lly and in a common sense way. Yes, 
aid, and I repeat here, that if the colored 
the United States could find no other 
>r any Moses that would be more able 
lient than myself, I would be his Moses 

him from bondage to ^freedom ; that I 
lass him from a land where he had lived 
ry to a land (if it were in our reach) of 
, Yes, I would be willing to pass with 
3ugh the Red sea to the Land of Promise, 
land of liberty ; but I am not willing, 
>ither circumstance, to adopt a policy 

believe will only result in the sacrifice 


of his life and the shedding of his blood. I 
think I know what I say. I feel what I say: 
and I feel well assured that if the policy urged 
by some be persisted in, it will result in f^reat 
injury to the white as well as to the colored man. 
There is a great deal of talk about the sword in 
one hand accomplishing an end, and the ballot 
accomplishing another at the ballot-box. 

These things all do very well, and sometimes 
have forcible application. We talk about jus- 
tice ; we talk about right ; we say that the wnite 
man has been in the wrong in keeping the black 
man in slavery as long as he has. That is all 
true. Again, we talk about the Declaration of 
Indepenaence and equality before the law. You 
understand all that, and know how to appreciate 
it. But, now, let us-look each other in the face ; 
let us go to the great mass of colored men 
throughout the slave States; let us take the 
condition in which they are at the present time — 
and it is bad enough, we all know — and suppose, 
by some magic touch you could say to every 
one, " you shall vote to-morrow ;" how much 
would that ameliorate their condition at this 
time?. 

Now, let us get closer up to this subject, and 
talk about it. [The President here approached 
very near to Mr. Douglass.] What relation has 
the colored man and the white man heretofore 
occupied in the South ? I opposed slavery upon 
two grounds. First, it was a great mbnoj)oly, 
enabling those who controlled and owned it to 
constitute an aristocracy, enabling the few to 
derive ereat profits and rule the many with an 
iron rod, as it were. And this is one great ob- < 
jection to it in a government, it being a mono- 
poly. I was opposed to it secondly upon the 
abstract principle of slavery. Hence, in getting 
clear of a monopoly, we are getting clear of 
slavery at the same time. So you see there were 
two right ends accomplished in the accomplish- 
ment of the one. 

Mr. Douglass. Mr. President, do you wish — 

The Peesidbnt. I am not quite through yet. 

Slavery has been abolished, A great national 
guarantee has been given, one that cannot be 
revoked. I was getting at the relation that sub- 
sisted between the white man and the colored 
men. A very small proportion of white per- 
sons com|)ared with the whole number of such 
owned the colored people of the South. I might 
instance the State of Tennessee in illustration. 
There were there twenty-seven non-slaveholders 
to one slaveholder, and yet the slave power con- 
trolled the State. Let us talk about this matter 
as it is. Although the colored man was in slavery 
there, -and owned as property in the sense and in 
the language of that locality and of that com- 
munity, yet, in comparing his condition and his 
position there with the non-slaveholder, he usu- 
ally estimated his importance just in proportion 
to the number of slaves that "his master owned 
with the non-slaveholder. 

Have you ever lived upon a plantation ? 

Mr. Douglass. I have, your excellency. 

The President. When you would look over 
and see a man who had a large family, strug- 
gling hard upon a poor piece of land, you thought 
a great deal less of him than you did of your 
own master's negro, didn't you? 
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Mr. Douglass. Not I! 

The Peesident. Well, I know such was the 
case with a large number of you in those sec- 
tions. Where such is the case we know there is 
an -enmity, we know there is a hate. The poor 
white man, on the other hand, was opposed to 
the slave and his master ; for the colored man 
and his master combined kept him in slavery, 
by depriving him of a fair participation in the 
labor and productions of the rich land of the 
country. 

Don t you know that a colored man, in going 
^ to hunt a master ( as they call it) for the next 

* year, preferred hiring to a man who owned slaves 
rather than to a man who did not? I know the 
fact, at all events. They did not consider it quite 
as respectable to hire to a man who did not own 
negroes as to one who did. 

Mr. Douglass. Because he wouldn't be treated 
as well. 
The Pbesident. Then that is another >rgu- 

* ment in favor of what I am going to say. It 
shows that the colored man appreciated the slave 
o\^r more highly than he aid the man who 
didn't own slaves, flence the enmity between 
the colored man and the non-slaveholders. The 
white man was permitted to vote before — gov- 
ernment was derived from him. He is a part 
and parcel of the political machinery. 

Now, by the rebellion or revolution — and when 
you come back to the objects of this war, you 
find that the abolition of slavery was not one of 
the objects; Congress and the President himself 
declared that it was waged on our part in order 
to suppress the rebellion — ^the abolition of sla- 
very nas come as an incident to the suppression 
of a great rebellion — as an incident, and as an 
incident we should give it the proper direction. 

The colored man went into this rebellion a 
slav^; by the operation of the rebellion he came 
out a freedman — equal to a freeman in any 
other portion of the country. Then there is a 
great deal done for him on this point. The non- 
Saveholder who was forced into the rebellion, 
who was as loyal as those that lived beyond the 
limits of the State, but was carried into it, lost 
his property, and in a number of instances the 
lives of such were sacrificed, and he who has 
survived has come out of it with nothing gained, 
but a great deal lost. 

Now, upon the principle of justice, should 
they be .placed in a condition different from 
■ what they welre before? On the one hand, one 
has gainea a great deal ; on the other hand, one 
has lost a great deal, and, in a political point of 
view, scarcely stands where he did before. 

Now, we are talking about where we are going 
to begin. We have got at the hate that existed 
between the two races. The query comes up, 
whether these two races, situated as they were 
before, without preparation, without fame for 
passion and excitement to be appeased, and with- 
out time for the slightest improvement, whether 
the one should be turned loose upon the other, 
and be thrown together at the ballot-box with 
this enmity and hate existing between them. 
The query comes up right there, whether we 
don't commence a war of races. I think I un- 
derstand this thing, and especially is this the case 
when you force it upon a people witiioat their 
consent. 


You have spoken about government, 
is power derived from ? We say it is 
from the people. Let us take it so, and 
the District of Columbia by way of illu 
Suppose, for instance, here, in this politi 
munity, which, to a certain extent, mi 
governmelit, must have laws, and puttir 
upon the broadest basis you can put 
into consideration the relation whith tl 
has heretofore borne to the colored ra 
proper to force upon this community, 
their consent, the elective franchise, 
regard to color, making it universal ? 

Now, where do you begin ? Governm 
have a controlling power — must have 
ment. For instance, suppose Congresf 
pass a law authorizing an election to be 
which all over twenty-one years of age, 
regard to color, should be allowed to v 
a majority should decide at such elect 
the elective franchise should not bo ur 
what would you do about it ? Who w( 
tie it ? Do you deny that first great pri 
the right of the people to govern thei 
Will you resort to an arbitrary power, 
a majority of the people shall receive a 
things they are opposed to ? 

Mr. Douglass. That was said before 

The Peesident. I am now talking 
principle ; not what somebody else said. 

Mr. DowunrG. Apply what . you ha 
Mr. President, to South Carolina, for i 
where a majority of the inhabitants are 

The Peesident. Suppose you go t 
Carolina; suppose you go to Ohio. Tha 
change the principle at all. The query i 
I have referred still comes up when 
ment is undergoing a fundamental chang 
ernment commenced- upon this principle 
existed Upon it ; and you propose now 1 
porate into it an element that didn't i 
fore. I say the query comes up in und< 
this thing whether we have a right to 
change in regard to the elective fran 
Ohio, for instance: whether we shall nc 
people in that State decide the matter f( 
selves. 

Each community is better prepared i 
mine the depositary of its political po^ 
anybody else, and' it is for the Legisla 
the people of Ohio to say who shall v 
not for the Congress of the United St 
might go down here to the ballot-Box to 
ana vote directly for universal suffrage 
a great majority of the people said no, 
consider \t would be tyrannical in me to 
to force such upon them without their - 
is a fundamental tenet in my creed that 
of the people must be obeyed. Is th< 
thing wrong or unfair in that ? 

Mr. Douglass (smilin^.J A great de: 
wrong, Mr. President, witn all respect. 

The Peesident. It is the people of tl 
that must for themselves determine thi 
I do not want to be engaged in a work 
commence a war of races. I want to b 
work of preparation, and the States, or 
pie in each community, if a man demea 
self well, and shows evidence that this n 
of afiairs will operate, will protect him i 
rights, and give him every possible ,ad 
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ley become reconciled socially and politi- 
this state of things. Then will this new 
: things work harmoniously ; but forced 
e people before thev are prepared for it, 
>e resisted, and work inharmoniously. I 
eviction that driving this matter upon 
pie, upon the community, will result in 
ry of Doth races, and the ruin of one or 
ir. God knows I have no desire but the 
the whole human race. I would it were 
all you advocate could be done in the 
Qg of an eye ; but it is not in the nature 
;s, and I do not assume or pretend to be 
lan Providence, or stronger than the laws 
:e. 

s now seek to discover the laws govern- 
tli\ng. There is a great law controlling 
13 endeavor to find out what that law i?, 
form our actions to it. All the details 
3n properly adjust themselves and work 
1 in the end, 

E:nows that anything I can do I will do. 
mighty process by which the great end 
) reached, anything I can do to elevate 
es,- to soften and ameliorate their condi- 
7ill do, and to be able to do so is the ein- 
.ire of my heart. • 

glad to have met you, and thank you 
compliment "you have paid me. 
Douglass. I have to return to you our 
Mr. President, for so kindly ^rantiog us 
erview. We did not come here expect- 
wffue this question with your excellency, 
iply to state what were our views- and 
in the premises. If we were disposed to 
be question, and you would grant us per- 
, of course we would endeavor to contro- 
ne of the positions you have assumed. 
)owNiNG. Mr. Douglass, I take it that 
sident, by his kind expressions and his 
.11 treatment of the subject, must have 
Dlated some reply to the views which- he 
anced, and in which we certainly do^not 
and I say this with due respect. 
President. I thought you expected me 
ate to some extent' what my views were 
subjects touched upon in your statement. 
Downing. We are ve*Vy happy, indeed, 
i heard them. 

Douglass. If the President will allow 
ould like to say one or two words in 
You enfranchise your enemies and dis- 
?e your friends. 

President. All I have done is simply 
;ate what my views are, as I supposed 
pected me to, from your address. 
Douglass. My own impression is that 
y thing that your excellency would avoid 
louthern States can only be avoided by 
y measure that we propose, and I would 
3 my brother delegates that because I 
e the President has taken strong grounds 
r of a given policy, and distrusting my 
ility to remove anv of those impressions 
he.h^B expressed, I thought we nad bet- 
l the interview with the expression of 
^Addressing the President.) But if 
ccellency will be pleased to hear, I would 
say a word or two in regard to that one 
of the enfranchisement of the blacks as 


a means of preventing the very thing which 
your excellency seems to apprehend — that is a 
conflict of races. 

The President. I repeat, I merely wanted 
to indicate my views in reply to your address, 
and not to enter into any general controversy, 
as I could not w^ll do so under the circum- 
stances. 

Your statement was a very frank one, and I 
thought it was due to you to meet it in the same 
spirit. 

Mr. Douglass. Thank you, sir. 

The President. I think you will find, so far 
as the South is concerned, that if you will all in- ^ 
culcate there the idea in connection with the one * 
you urge, that the colored people can live and 
advance in civilization to better advantage else- 
where than crowded right down there in the 
South, it would be better for them. 

Mr. Douglass. But the masters have the 
making of the laws, and we cannot get away 
from the plantation. 

The President. What prevents you ? 

Mr. Douglass. ^ We have not the single right 
of locomotion through the Southern States now. 

The President, why not ; the government 
furnishes you with every facility. 

Mr. Douglass. There are six days in the year 
that the negro is free in the South now, and his 
master then decides for him where he shall go, - 
where he shall work, how much he shall work — 
in fact, he is- divested of all political power. He 
is absolutely in the hands of those men. 

The Presid*ent. If the master now controls 
him or his action, would he not* control him in 
his vote ? 

Mr. Douglass. Let the negro once understand 
that he has an organic right to vote, and he will 
raise up a party in the Southern States among 
the poor, who will rally with him. There is 
this conflict that you speak of between the " 
wealthy slaveholder and tne poor man. 

The President. You touch right upon the 
ppint there. There is this conflictj^nd hence I 
suggest emigration. If he cannot get employ- 
ment in the South, he has it in his power to go 
where he can get it. 

In parting, the President said that they were 
both aesirous of accomplishing the same ends, 
but proposed to do so by following different 
roads. 

. Mr. Douglass, on turning to leave, remarked 
to his fellow delegates: "The President sends 
us to the people, and we go to the people." 

The President. Yes, sir ; I have great faith 
in the people. I believe they will do what is 
right. 

Beply of the Colored Delegation to the Presi- 
dent' 

To the Editor of the Chronicle : 

Will you do us the favor to insert in your 
columns the following reply of the colored dele- 
gation to the President of the United States ? 

Geo. T. Downing, 
In behalf of the Delegation, 

Mr. President : In consideration of a deli- 
cate sense of propriety, as well as your own re- 
peated intimations of indisposition to discuss or 
to listen to a reply to the views and opiniona 
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you were pleased to express to ns in your elabo- 
rate speech to-da^, the undersigned would re- 
spectfully take this method of replying thereto. 
Believing as we do that the views and opinions 
you expressed in that address are entirely un- 
sound and prejudicial to the highest interests of 
our race as well as our country at large, we 
cannot do other than expose the same, and, as 
far as may be in our power, arrest their dan- 
gerous influence. It is not necessary at this 
time to call attention to more than two or three 
features of your remarkable address : 

1. The first point to which we feel especially 
•bound to take exception is your attempt to 

found a policy opposed to our enfranchisement, 
upon the alleged ground of an existing hostility 
on the part of the forirer slaves toward the poor 
white people of the South. We admit the ex- 
istence of this hostility, and hold that it is en- 
tirely reciprocal. But you obviously commit an 
error by drawing an argument from an incident 
of a state of slavery, and making it a basis for 
a policy adapted to a state of freedom. The 
hostility between the whites and blacks of the 
South is easily explained. It has its root and 
sap in the relation of slavery, and was incited 
on both sides by the cunning of the slave mas- 
ters. Those masters secured their ascendency 
over both the poor whites and the blacks by 
putting enmity oetween them. 

They divided both to conquer each. There 
was no earthly reason why the blacks should 
not hate and aread the poor whites when in a 
state of slavery,. for it was from this class that 
their masters received their slave-catchers, slave- 
drivers, and overseers. They were the men 
called in upon all occasions by the masters when 
any fiendish outrage was to be committed upon 
the slave. Now, sir, you cannot but perceive 
that, the cause of this hatred removed, tne effect 
must be Removed also. Slavery is abolished. 
The cause of antagonism is removed, and you 
must see that it is altogether illogical (and "put- 
ting now wine into old bottles," "mending ne^ 
garments with ©Id cloth ") to legislate from slave- 
holding and slave-driving premises for a people 
whom you have repeatedly declared your pur- 
pose to maintain in freedom. 

2. Besides, even if it were true, as you allege, 
that the hostility of the blacks toward the poor 
whites must necessarily project itself into a 
state of freedom, and that this enmity between 

/ the two races is even more intense in a state of 
freedom than in a state of slavery, in the name 
of Heaven, we reverently ask, how can you, in 
•view of your professed desire to promote the 
welfare of the olack man, deprive him of all 
means of defence, and clothe him whom you 
regard as his enemy in the panoply of political 
-power ? Can it be that you would recommend 
a policy wliich would arm .tlie strong and cast 
down the defenceless ? Can you, by any possi- 
bility of reasoning, regard this as just, fair, or 
wise ? Experience proves that those are often- 
est abused who can be abused with the greatest 
impunity. Men are whiipped oftenest who are 
whipped easiest. Peace betwen races is not to 
be secured by degrading one race and exalting 
another, by giving power to one race and with- 
holding it from another ; bat by maintaining a 


stajie of equal justice between all classes, 
pure, then peaceable. 

3. On the colonization theory you were 
to broach, very much could be said. It 
possible to suppose, in view of the useful 
the black man in time of peace as a lab 
the South, and in time of war as a sol 
the North, and the growing respect for his 
among the people, and his increasing ; 
tion to a high state of civilization in t 
native land, there can ever come a tim( 
he can be removed from this country wii 
terrible shock to its prosperity and peac' 
sides, the worst enemy of the nation co 
cast upon its fair name a greater infan 
to suppose that negroes could be tolerated 
them in a state of the most degrading 
and oppression, and must be cast away, 
into exile, for no- other cause than havii 
freed from their chains. 

Geoeoe T. Down 
John Jones, 
William Whipp: 
Feederick Doug 
Lewis H. Dougi 
^ and 

Washington, February 7, 1866. 

Bemarks at aa. Interview with the Con 
of tlier\Legi8latiire of Virginia. 

February 10, 1866 — A committee of t 
ate and House of Delegates of Virginia 
upon the President, for the purpose of y 
ing him with resolutions adopted by the < 
Assembly of Virginia. After some rem 
Mr. John B. Baldwin, chairman of the 
tion, the President responded : 

In reply, gi^itlemen, to the resolutic 
have just presented to me, and the cl 
forcible and concise remarks which yc 
made in explanation of the position of V 
I sBall not attempt to make a formal spe 
simply to enter into a plain conversatio 
gard to the condition of things in w] 
stand. 

As a premise to what I may say, pei 
first to tender you my thanks for this v: 
nekt to express the gratification I feel i 
ing so many intelligent, responsible, and 
able men of Virginia, bearing to me tb 
ments which have been expressed in the 
tions of your Legislature and the rem; 
companying them. 

They are, so far as they refer to the C 
tion of the country, the sentiments { 
principles embraced in the charter of t 
ernment. The preservation of the Un 
been, from my entrance into public lift 
my cardinal tenets. At the very incip 
this rebellion I set my face against the 
tion of the Union of the States. I do U' 
this allusion for the purpose of bringing 
thing which has transpired which ma; 
garded as of an unkind or unpleasant cli 
but I believed then, as I believe now 
you have most unmistakably indicated, 
security and the protection of the righl 
the people were to be found in the Unio 
we were certainly safer in the Union 1 
were out of it. 
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UTJpon this conviction I based my opposition 
, the efiforts which were made to destroy the 
on. I have continned those efforts, notwith- 
ding the perils through which I have passed, 
you are not unaware that the trial has been 
levere one. When opposition ta the Govern- 
it came from one section of the country, and 
^t the section in which my life had been passed, 
id "with which my interests were identified, I 
", as I stand now, contending for the Union, 
asseverating that the best and surest way 
obtain our rights and to protect our intereste 
i» remain in the Union, under the protec- 
the Constitution. 

ordeal through which we have passed 
be last four or five years demonstrates 
nclusively that that opposition was 
and to-day, after the experiment has 
m made and has failed ; after the domonstra- 
n has been most conclusively afforded that 
D^nion cannot be dissolved, that it was not 
gned to be dissolved, it is extremely gratify- 
ig to me to meet gentlemen as intelligent and 
responsible as yourselves, who are willing 
d anxious to accept and do accept the terms 
id down in the Constitution and in obedience 
the laws made in pursuance thereof. 
We were at one period separated ; the sepa- 
ration was to me painful in the extreme ; but now, 
^fter having gone throtgh a struggle in which 
the powers ofthe Government have been tried, 
^hen we have swung around to a point at 
"^hich we meet to agree and are willing to unite 
oar efforts for the preservation of the Govern- 
anent, which I believe is the best in the world, 
Sfc is exceedingly gratifying to me to meet j^ou 
io-day, standing upon common ground, rallying 
•juroand tho Consticution and the Union of these 
States, the preservation of which, as I conscien- 
tiously and honestly believe, will result in the 
'promotion and the advancement of this people. 
I I repeat, I am gratified to meet you to-aay, 
pressing tbe principles and announcing the 
lantiments to which you have given utterance, 
and I trust that the occasion will long be re- 
Bwmbered. I have no doubt that your inten- 
tion i8-»te carry out and comply with every 
Bngle principle laM down in the resolutions you 
have submitted. 1 know thatsomo are distrust- 
fal; but I am of those who have confidence 
in'tiie judgment, in the integrity, in the intel- 
ligence, in the virtue of the great mass of the 
American people ; and having such confidence, 
I am willing to trust them, and I thank God 
I tint we have not yet reached that point where 
I We have lost all confidence in each other. 
I The spirit of the Government can only be 
preserved, we can only become prosperous and 
I great as a people, by mutual forbearance and 
1 confidence. Upon that faith and confidence 
llone can the Government be successfully car- 
ried on. 

On the cardinal principle of representation to 
which you refer I will make a single remark. 
That principle is inherent ; it constitutes one of 
the fundamental elements of this Government. 
The representatives of the States and of the 
people should have the qualifications prescribed 
Dy the Constitution of the United States, and 
.iho96 qualifications most unquestionably imply 


loyalty. He who comes as a representative, • 
having the qualifications prescribed by the Con- 
stitution to fit him to taKe a seat in either of 
the deliberative bodies which constitute the na- 
tional legislature, must necessarily, according 
to the inlcadmont of the Constitution, be a loyal 
man, willing to abide by and devoted to the 
Union and the Constitution of the States. He 
cannot be for the Constitution, he cannot be for j 
the Union, he cannot acknowledge obedience to 
all the laws, unless he is loyal. When the peo- 
ple send such men in good faith, they are enti- 
ted to representation through them. 

In going into the recent rebellion or insurrec- 
tion against the Government of the United 
States we erred ; and in returning and resum- 
ing our relations with the Federal Government, 
I am free to say that all the responsible positions 
and places ought to be confined distinctly and 
clearly to men who are loyal. If there were 
only five thousand loyal men in a State, or a 
less number, but sufficient to take charge of the 
political machinery of the State, those five thou- 
sand men, or the lesser number, are entitled to 
it, if all tho rest should be otherwise inclined. 
I look upon it as being fundamental that the 
exercise of political power should be confined to 
loyal men ; and I regard that as implied in the 
doctrines laid down in these resolutions and in 
tho eloquent address by which they have been 
accompanied. I may say, furthermore, that af- 
ter having passed througli the great struggle in 
which we nave been engaged, we should be 
placed upon much more acceptable ground in re- 
suming all our relations to tne General Govern- 
ment if we presented men unmistakably and \ 
unquestionably loyal to fill the places of power. 
This being done, I feel that the day is not far 
distant — i speak confidingly in reference to the 
great mass of the American people — when they 
will determine that this Union shall be made 
whole, and the great right of representation in 
the councils of the nation bo acknowledged. 

Gentlemen, that is a fundamental principle. 
" No taxation without representation * was one 
of the principles which carried us through the * 
Revolution. This great principle will hold good 
yet ; and if we but perform our duty, if we but 
comply with the spirit of the resolutions pre- 
sented to me to-day, the American people will 
maintain and sustain the great doctrines upon 
which the Government was inaugurated. It can 
be done, and it will be done ; and I think that 
if the effort be fairly and fully made, with for- 
bearance and with prudence, and with discretion 
and wisdom, the end is not very far distant. 

■ It seems to me apparent that from every con- 
sideration the best policy which could be aaopted 
at present would be a restoration of these States 
and of .the Government upon correct principles* 
We have some foreign difficulties, but the moment 
it can be announced that the Union of the States 
is again complete, that we have resumed our 
career of prosperity and greatness, at that very 
instant, almost, all our foreign difficulties will be 
settled ; for there is no power upon the earth 
which will care to have a controversy or a rup- 
ture with the Government of the United States 
under such circumstances. 

If these States be fully restored, the area for 
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the circulation of the national currency, which 
is thought by some to be inflated to a very great 
extent, wiir be enlarged, the number of persons 
through whose hands it is to pass will be in- 
creased, the quantity of commerce in which it is 
to be employed as a medium of exchange will be 
enlarged ; and then it will begin to approximate 
what we all desire, a specie standard. If all the 
States were restored- — if peace and order reigned 
throughout the land, ana all the industrial pur- 
suits — all the avocations of peace — were again 
resumed, the day would not be very far distant 
when we could put into the commerce of the 
world $250,000,000 or $300,000,000 worth of 
cotton and tobacco, and the various products of 
the Southern States, which would constitute, in 
part, a basis of this currency. 

Then, instead of the cone being inverted, we 
should reverse the position, and put the base at 
the bottom, as it ought to be ; and the currency 
of the country will rest on a sound and enduring 
basis ; and surely that is a result which is cal- 
cijlated to promote the interests not only of one 
section, but of the whole country, from one ex- 
tremity to the other. Indeed, I look upon the 
restoration of these States as being indispensable 
to all our greatness. 

Gentlemen, I know nothing further that I 
could say in the expression of my feelings on 
this occasion — and they are not affected — more 
than to add, that I shall continue in the same 
line of policy which I have pursued from the 
commencement of the rebellion to the present 
period. My efforts have been to preserve the 
Union of the States. I never, for a single mo- 
ment, entertained the opinion that a State could 
withdraw from the Union of its own will. That 
attempt was made. It has failed. I continue 
to pursue the same line of policy which has been 
my constant guide. I was against dissolution. 
Dissolution was attempted ; it has failed ; and 
now I cannot take the position that a State which 
attempted to secede is out of the Union, when I 
contended all the time that it could not go out, 
and that it never has been out. I cannot be 
forced into that position. Hence, when the 
States and their people shall have complied with 
the requirements of the Government, I shall be 
in favor of their resuming their former relations 
to this Government in all respects. 

I do no* intend to say anything personal, but 
you know as well as I do tnat at the beginning, 
and indeed before the beginning, of the recent 
gigantic struggle between the different sections 
of the country, there were extreme men South 
and there were extreme men North. I might 
make use of a homely figure — which is sometimes 
as good as any other, even in the illustrations 
of great and important questions — and say that 
it has been hammer at one end of the line and 
anvil at the other ; and this great Government, 
the best the world ever saw, was kept upon the 
anvil and hammered before the rebellion, and it 
has been hammered since the rebellion ; and 
there seems to be a disposition to continue the 
hammering until the Government shall be de- 
etaroyed. u have opposed that system always, 
and I oppose it now. 

The Government, in the assertion of its powers 
and in the maintenance of the principles of the 


constitution, has taken hold of one extreme, 
with the strong arm of physical power has 
down the rebellion. Now, as we swing ar 
the circle of the Union, with a fixed and 
terable determination to stand by it, if we 
the counterpart or the duplicate of the 
spirit that played to this feeling and these 
sons in the South, ■ this other extreme, wl 
stands in the way must get out of it, and 
Government must stand unshaken and unm< 
on its basis. The Government must be 
served. 

I will only say, in conclusion, that I 
the people of this country, in good faith ani 
fullness of their hearts, will, upon the p * 
which you have enunciated here to-da; 
maintenance of the Constitution and thi 
vation of the Union, lay aside every oth 
ing for the good of our common country, 
with uplifted faces to heaven swear that 
gods and our altars and all shall sink in thedi 
together rather than that this glorious Unii 
shall not be preserved. 

I am giatined to find the loyal sentiment 
the country developing and manifesting itself i 
these expressions; ana now that the attempt ' 
destroy the government has failed at one end 
the line, I trust we shall go on determined 
preserve the Union in its original purity agaiuri 
all opposers. 

I tnank you, gentlemen, for the complimeul 
you have paid me, and I respond most cordialh 
to what has been said in your' resolutions ain 
address, and I trust in God that the time will 
soon come when we can meet under more favor- 
able auspices than we do now. 

Speech of the 22d February, 1866. 

[Rqaort of Naiional Intelligencer.'] 

After returning his thanks to the commits 
which had waited upon him and presented bin 
with the resolutions which had been adopted, 
the President said: The resolutions, as I undef* 
stand them, are complimentary of the poli(nf 
which has been adopted and pursued by the Ai 
ministration since it came into power. I aa 
free to say to you on this occasion that it is ei- 
tremely gratifying to me to know that so largi 
aTportion of our fellow-citizens* indorse the policy 
which has been adopted and which is intended 
to be carried out. 

This policy has been one which was intended 
to restore "the glorious Union — to bring thosi 
great States, now the subject of controversy, te 
uieir original relations to the Government of thi 
United States. And this seems to be a day pe- 
culiarly appropriate for such a manifestation ai 
this — theaay tnat gave birth to him who founded 
the Government— -that gave birth to the Father 
of our Country — ^that gave birth to him who 
stood at the pojrtal when all these States ent^ed 
into this glorious Confederacy. I say that the 
day is peculiarly appropriate to the indorse- 
ment of measures for the restoration of the Union 
that was founded by the Father of his Country. 
Washington, whose name this city bears, is em- 
balmed m the hearts of all who love their Go^ 
ernment. [A voice, "So is Andy Johnson."] 
Washington, in the language of nis eulogists, 
was first in peace, first in war, and first in tbt 
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liearts of his countrymen. No people can claim 
him — no nation can appropriate him. His emi- 
.jience is acknowledged throughout the civilized 
"world by all those who love free government. 
X have had the pleasure of a visit from the asso- 
ciation which has been directing its efforts to- 
'■wards the completion of a monument erected to 
lads name. I was prepared to meet them and 
^ve them my humble influence and countenance 
in aid of the work. Let the monument be 
erected to him who founded the Government, 
mad that almost within the throw of a stone 
£rom the spot from which I now address you. 
Xet it be completed. Let the pledges which all 
these States and corporations and associations 
have put in that monument be preserved as an 
earnest of our faith in and love»of this Union, 
and let the monument be completed. And in 
connection with Washington, in speaking of the 
pledges that have been placed in that monu- 
ment, let me refer to one from my own State^ — 
God bless her! — which has struggled for the 
, preservation of this Union in the field and in the 
councils of the nation. Let me repeat, that she 
is now struggling in consequence of an innova- 
tion that has taken place in regard to her rela- 
tion with the Federal Government growing out 
of the rebellion — she is now strugglmg to renew 
her relations with this Government and take the 
stand which she has occupied since 1796. Let 
me repeat the sentiment which that State in- 
scribed upon her stone that is deposited within 
the monument of freedom and in commemoration 
of Washington ; she is strugglmg to stand by 
the sentiment inscribed on tnat stone, and she 
is now willing to maintain that sentiment. And 
what is the sentiment?. It is the sentiment 
which was enunciated by the immortal and the 
illustrious Jackson — "The Federal Union, it 
must be preserved." 

Were it possible for that old man, who in 
statue is befor? me and in portrait behind me, 
to be called forth — ^were it possible to communi- 
cate with the illustrious dead, and he could be 
informed of the progress in the work of faction, 
and rebellion, and treason — that old man would 
turn over in his coffin, he would rise, shake off 
the habiliments of the tomb, and again extend 
that long arm and finger and reiterate the senti- 
■ ment beiore enunciated, •' the Federal Union, it 
must be preserved." But we witness what has 
transpired ^ince his day. We remember what 
he said in 1833. When treason and treachery 
and infidelity to the Government and the Con- 
Btitution of the United States stalked forth, it 
•was his power and influence that went forth 
and crushed it in its incipiency. It was then 
stopped. But it was only stopped for a time, 
and the spirit continued. There were men dis- 
affected towards the Government in both the 
North and South. There were peculiar institu- 
tions in the country to which some were adverse 
and others attached. We find that one portion 
of our countrymen advocated an institution in 
the South which others opposed in the North. 
This resulted in two extremes. That in the 
South reached a point at which the people there 
were disposed to dissolve the Government of the 
United States, and they sought to preserve their 
peculiar institutions. (What I say on this oc- 


casion I want to be underdtood.) There was a 
portion of our countrymen opposed to this, and 
they went to that extreme that they were will- 
ing to break up the Government to destroy this 
peculiar institution of the South. 

I assume nothing here to-day but the citizen — 
one of you — who has been pleading for his 
country and the preservation of the Constitu- 
tion. Thes» two parties have been arrayed 
against each other, and I stand before you as I 
did in the Senate of the United States in 1860. 
I denounced there those who wanted to disrupt 
tjhe Government, and I portrayed their true 
cnaracter. I told them that those who were en- 
gaged in the effort to break up the Government 
were traitors. I have not ceased to repeat that, 
and, as far as endeavor could accomplish it, to 
carry out the sentiment. I remarked, though, 
that there were two parties. One would des- 
troy the Government to preserve slavery ; the 
other would break up the Government to- des- 
troy slavery. The objects to be accomplished 
were different, it is true, so far as slavery was 
concerned ; but they agreed in one thing — the 
destruction of the Government, precisely what 
I was always opposed to ; and whether the dis- 
unionistscame n:om the South or from the North, 
I stand now where I did then, vindicating the 
IJnion of these States and the Constitution ol 
our country. The rebellion manifested itself in 
the South. I stood by the Government. I said 
I was for the Union with slavery. I said I was 
for the Union without slavery. In either alter- 
native I was for the Government and the Con- 
stitution. The Government has stretched forth 
its strong arm, and with its physical power it 
has put dowil treason in the field. That is, the 
section of country that arrayed itself against 
the Government has been conquered by the force 
of ifhe Government itself. Now, what had w€ 
said to those people? We said: "No compro- 
mise ; we can settle this question with the South 
in eight and forty hours. 

I have said it again and again, and T repeat 
it now, " disband your armies, acknowledge the 
supremacy of the Constitution of the United 
States, give obedience to the law, and the whole 
question is settled." 

What has been done since? Their anniei 
have been disbanded. They come now to meet 
us in a spirit of magnanimity and say,* " W€ 
were mistaken ; we made the effort to carnr out 
the doctrine of secession and dissolve this l/nion, 
and having traced this thing to its logical and 
physical results, we now ^.cknowledge the flag oi 
our country, and promise obedience to the in- 
stitution and the supremacy of the law." 

I say, then, when you comply with the Con- 
stitution, when you yield to tne law, when you 
acknowledge allegiance to the Government — I 
say let the door of the Union be opened, and 
the relation be restored to those that had erred 
and had strayed from the fold of our fathers. 

Who has suffered more than I have ? I ask 
the question. I shall not recount tiie wrongs 
and the snfferings inflicted upon me. It is not 
the course to deal with a whole people in a 
spirit of revenge. I know there nas been a 
great deal said about the exercise of the pardon 
power, as regards the Exeoutive ; and uiere is 


60 


POLITICAL MANUAL. 


no one who has labored harder than I to have 
the principals, the intelligent and conscious 
offenders, brought to justice and have the prin- 
ciple vindicated that •' treason is a crime." 

But, while conscious and intelligent traitors 
we to be punished, should whole communities 
and States be made to submit to the penary of 
death ? I have quite as much asperity, and per- 
haps as much resentment, as a man ought to have; 
but we must reason regarding man as he is, and 
must conform our action and our conduct to the 
example of Him who founded our holy reli- 
gion, f 

I came into power under the Constitution of 
the country, and with the approbation of the peo- 
ple, and what did I find ? ifound eight millions 
of people who were convicted, condemned under 
the law, and the penalty was death ; and, through 
revenge and resentment, were they all to be an- 
nihilated? Oh! may I not exclaim, how differ- 
ent would this be from the example set by the 
Founder of our holy religion, whos^ divine arch 
rests its extremities on the horizon while its span 
embraces the universe ! Yes, He that founded 
this great scheme came into the world and saw 
men condemned under the law, and the sentence 
was death. What was his example? Instead 
of putting the world or a nation to death, He 
went forth on the cross and testified with His 
wounds that He would die and Jet the world 
live. Let them repent ; let them acknowledge 
their rashness ; let them become loyal, and let 
them be supporters of our glorious strip* and 
stars, and the Constitution of our country. I 
say let the leaders, the conscious, intelligent trai- 
tors, meet the penalties of the la^^f. But as for 
the great mass, who have been forced into the 
rebellion — misled in other instances — ^let there be 
clemency and kindness, and a trust and a confi- 
dence in them. But, my countrymen, after hav- 
ing passed through this rebellion, and having 
given as much evidence of enmity to it as some 
who croak a great deal about the matter — 
when I look back over the battle-field and 
see many of those brave men in whose com- 
.pany I was, in localities of the rebellion where 
the contest was most difficult and doubtful, and 
who yet were patient ; when I look back over 
these fields, and where the smoke has scarcely 
passed away ; where the blood that has been 
shed has scarcely been absorbed — before their 
bodies have passed through the stagfes of decom- 

Sosition — what do I find? The rebellion is put 
own by the strong arm of the Government in 
the field. But is this the only way in which we 
<»n have rebellions ? This was a struggle against 
a change and a revolution of the Government, 
and before we fully get from the battle-fields — 
when our brave men have scarcely returned to 
their homes and renewed the ties of affection 
and love to their wives and their children — ^we 
are now almost inaugurated into another re- 
bellion. 

One rebelliom was the effort of States to se- 
cede, and the war on the part of the Government 
was to prevent them from accomplishing that, 
and thereby changing the character of our Qoy- 
ernment and weaken ms its power. "When the 
Government has succeeded, there is an attempt 
now to concentrate all power in the hands of a 
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few at the federal head, and thereby bring ! 
a consolidation of the Republic, which iseanj 
objectionable with its dissolution. We nn< 
power assumed and attempted to biB exercised 
a most extraordinary character. We see m 
that governments can be revolutionized withj 
going into the battle-field ; and sometimes 
revolutions most distressing to a people are 
fected without the shedding of blood. That 
the substance of your GovernmeTi t may be 
away, while there is held out to you the foi 
and the shadow. And now, what are the 
tempts, and what is being proposed ? We 
that by an irresponsible central directory nei 
all the powers of Congress are assumed, with* 
even consulting the legislative and execu^ 
departments of the Government. By aresolul 
reported by a committee, upon whom and 
whom the legislative power of the Govemmi 
has been lodged, that great principle in thef 
stitution which authorizes and empowers 
legislative department, the Senate and House 
Representatives, to be the judges of electioi 
returns, and qualifications of its own membei 
has been virtually taken away from the ' 
respective branches of the national legislai 
and conferred upon a committee, who must re 
before the body can act on the question of 
admission of members to their seats. By 
rule they assume a State is out of the tJni< 
and to have its practical relations restored 
that rule, before the House can judge of tlij 
c^ualifications of its own members. What posi- 
tion is that ? You have been struggling for fow 
years to put down- a rebellion. You contended 
at the beginningpf that struggle that a State had 
not a right to gotrat. You said it had neither 
the right nor the:power, and it has been settled 
that tne States had neither ^the right north* 
power to go out of the Union. And when yoQ 
determine by the executive, by tiae military, and 
by the public judgment, that these States cannot 
have any right to go out, this committee tumi 
around and assumes that they are out, and thtt ' 
they shall not come in. 

I am free to say to you, as your Executive, 
that I am not prepared to take any such position. 
I said in the Senate, in the very inception of* 
this rebellion, that the States had no right to. 
secede. That question has been settled. ThuB 
determined, I cannot turn round aj^d give the 
lie direct to all that I profess to have done during 
the last four years. 1 say that when the Statei 
that attempted to secede comply with the Con- 
stitution, and give sufficient eviaence of loyalty, 
I shall extend to them the right hand of fellow- 
ship, and let peace and union be restored. I am 
opposed to the Davises, the Toombses, the Slidells, 
and the long list of such. But when Iperceive, 
on the other hand, men — [A voice, " Call them 
off"]— I care not by what name you call them— 
still opposed to the Union, I am free to say to 
you that I am still with the people. I am still 
for the preservation of these States, for the 
preservation of this Union, and in favor of this 
great Government accomplishing its destiny. 

[Here the President was called upon to give 
the names of three of the membdrs of Congreee 
to whom he had alluded as being opposed to tiie 
Union.] 
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gentloman calls for three names. I am 
g to my friends and fellow-citizens here, 
se I should name to you those whom I 
.pon OiS beine opposed to the fundamental 
pies of this Government, and as now labor- 
destroy them. I say Thaddeus Stevens, 
nnsylvania; I say. Charles Sumner, of 
chusetts ; I say Wendell Phillips, of Mas- 
letts. [A voice, " Forney !"] 
) not waste my fire on dead ducks. I stand 
) country, and though my enemies may 
:e, slander, and vituperate, I may say, that 
) force. 

iddition to this, I do not intend to be gov- 
by real or pretended friends, nor do i in- 
D be bullied by my enemies. An honest 
tion is my sustenance, the Constitution my 
I know, my countrymen, that it has been 
ated— nay, said directly, in high places — 
such a usurpation of power had been ex- 
[ t\vo hundred years ago, in particular 
, it would have cost an individual his head, 
usurpation has Andrew Johnson been 
of? [Cries of " None."] My only usur- 
has been committed by standing between 
jople and the encroacnments of power, 
ecaase I dared say in a conversation with 
v/-citizen and a Senator too, that I thought 
iments to the constitution ought not to be 
juent, lest the instrument lose all its sanc- 
id dignity, and be wholly lost sight of in 
t time, and because I happened to say in 
rsation that I thought that such and such 
lendment was all that ought to be adopted, 
said that I had suggested such a usurpa- 
f power as would have cost a king his head 
ertain period ! In connection with this 
t, one has exclaimed that we are in- the 
t of earthquakes and he trembled." Yes, 
is an earth(][uake approaching, there is a 
iswell coming, of popular judgment and 
ation. The American people will speak, 
r their instinct, if in no other way, tnow 
re their friends, when and whore and in 
rer position I stand — and I have occupied 
positions in the government, going through 
•ranches of the legislature. Some gen- 
i here behind me saysj " And was a tailor." 
;hat don't affect me in the least. When 
a tailor I always made a close fit, and was 
J punctual to my customers, and did good 

'oice. No patchwork.] 

President. No, I did not want any 
7ork. But we pass by this digression, 
itions have been thrown out — and when 
jles are involved and the existence of my 
y imperiled, I will, as on former occa- 
Bpeak what I think. Yes ! Cost him his 

Usurpation 1 When and where have I 
;uilty of this ? Where is the man in all 
jitions I have occupied, from that of alder- 
D the Vice Presidency, who can say that 
w Johnson ever made a pledge that he did 
ieem, or ever made a promise that he vio- 
or that he acted with lalsity to the people! 
y may talk about beheading ; but when I 
headed I want the American people to be 
itness. I do not want by inuendoes of 
Ikect charaoter in high places to have one 


say to a man who has assassination broiling in 
his heart, "there is a fit subject," and also ex- 
claim that the "presidential obstacle" must be 
got out of the way, when possibly the intention 
was to institute assassination. Are those who 
want to destroy our institutions and change the 
character qi the Government not satisfied with 
the blood that has been shed ? Are they not 
satisfied with one martyr ? Does not the blood 
of Lincoln appease the vengeance and wrath of 
the opponents of this Government? Is their 
thirst still unslaked ? Do they want more blood ? 
Have they not honor and courage enough to 
effect the removal of the presidential obstacle 
otherwise than through the hands of the assas- 
sin ? I am not afraid of assassins; but if it 
must be, I would wish to be encountered where 
one brave man can oppose another. I hold him 
in dread only who strikes cowardly. But if 
they have courage enough to strike like men, 
(I know they are willing to wound, but they 
are afraid to strike ;) if my blood is to be shed 
because I vindicate the Union and the preserva- 
tion of this Government in its original purity 
and character, let it be so; but when it is done, 
let an altar of the Union be erected, and then, 
if necessary, lay me upon it, and the blood that 
now warms and animates my frame shall be • 
poured out in a last libation as a tribute to the 
Union ; and let the opponents of this Govern- 
ment remember that when it is poured out the 
blood of the martyr will be the seed of the 
church. The Union will grow. It will continue 
to increase in strength and power, though it 
may be cemented and cleansed with blood. 

I have talked longer, my countrymen, than 
lintejided. With many acknowledgments for 
the honor you have done me, I will say one 
word in reference to the amendments to the 
Constitution of the United States. Shortly 
after I reached Washington, for the purpose of 
being inaugurated Vice President, I had a 
conversation with Mr. Lincoln. Wo were 
talking about the condition of affairs, and in 
reference to matters in my own State. I said 
we had called a convention and demanded a 
constitution abolishing slavery in the State, 
which provision was not contained in the Presi- 
dent's proclamation. This met with his appro- 
bation, and he gave me encouragement. In 
talking upon the subject of amendments to the 
Constitution, he said, " when the amendment 
to the Constitution now proposed is adopted by 
three-fourths of the States, I shall be pretty 
nearly or quite done as regards forming amend- 
ments to the Constitution if there should 
be one other adopted." I asked what that 
other amendment suggested was, and he replied, 
" I have labored to preserve this Union. I have 
toiled four years. I have been subjected to 
calumny and misrepresentation, and my great 
and sole desire has been to preserve these States 
intact under the Constitution, as they were be- 
fore ; and there should be an amendment to the 
Constitution which would compel the States to 
send their Senators and Representatives to the 
Congress of the United States." He saw, as 
part of the doctrine of secession, that the States 
could, if they were prepared, withdraw their 
Senators and Bepresentatives ; and he wished to 
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remedy this evil by the adoption of the amend- 
ment suggested. Even that portion of the Con- 
stitution which differs from other organic law says 
that no State shall be deprived of its represen- 
tation. We now find the position taken that 
States shall not be recognized; that we will 
impose taxation; and where taxes are to be 
imposed the Representatives elect from thence 
are met at the door, and told: "No; you must 
pay taxes, but you cannot participate in a Gov- 
ernment which is to affect you for all time." Is 
this just? [Voices— ;• No ! No!"] We see, 
then, where we are going. I repeat, that I am 
for the Union. I am for preserving all the 
States. They may have erred, but let us admit 
those into the^ counsels of the nation who are 
unmistakably loyal. Let the man who acknowl- 
edges allegiance to the Government, and swears 
to support the Constitution, (he cannot do this 
in good faith unless he is loyal ; no amj)lification 
of the oath can make any aifference ; it is mere 
detail, which I care nothing about;) let him be 
unquestionably loyal to the Constitution of the 
United States and its Government, and willing 
to sup{)ort it in its peril, and I am willing to 
trust nim. I know that some do not attach so 
much importance to the principle as I do. One 
.principle that carried us through the revolution 
was, that there should be no taxation with- 
out representation. I hold that that principle, 
which was laid down by our fathers for the 
country's good then, is important to its ^ood 
now. If it was worth battling for then, it is 
worth battling for now. It is fundamental, and 
•hould be preserved so long as our Government 
lasts. I know it was said by some during the 
rebellion that the Constitution had been rolled 
up as a piece of parchment, and should be put 
away, and that m time of rebellion there was 
no constitution. But it is now unfolding; it 
must now be read and adjusted and understood 
by the American people. 

I come here to-day to vindicate, in so far as I 
can in these remarks, the Constitution ; to save 
it, as I believe ; for it does.seem that encroach- 
ment after encroachment is to be pressed ; and as 
I resist encroachments on the Government, I 
stand to-day prepared to resist encroachments on 
the Constitution, and thereby preserve the 
Government. It is now peace, and let us have 
peace. Let us enforce the Constitution. Let us 
live under and by its provisions. Let it be 
published in blazoned characters, as though it 
were in the heavens, so that all may read and 
all may understand it. Let us consult that in- 
strument, and, understanding its principles, let 
us apply them. I tell the opponents of this 
Government, and I care not from what quarter 
they come — East or West, North or South — '• you 
that are engaged in the work of breaking up 
this Government are mistaken. The Constitu- 
tion and the principles of free government are 
deeply rooted in the American heart." All the 
powers combined, I care not of what character 
they are, cannot destroy the image of freedom. 
They may succeed for a time, but their attempts 
will be futile. They may as well attempt to 
lock up the winds or chain the waves. Yes, 
they may as well attempt to repeal it, (as it 
would seem the Constitution can be,) by a con- 


current resolution ; but when it is submitted 
the popular judgment, they will find it just 
well to introauce a resolution repealing the ' 
of gravitation ; and the idea of preventing 
restoration of the Union is as about' as feae 
as resistance to the great law of gravity ,wl 
binds all to a common centre. This gi^eafc 
of gravitation will bring back those States 
harmony and their relations to the Federal 
ernment, and all machinations North and ' 
cannot prevent it. All that is wanting is 
until the American people can understand 
is going on, and be ready to accept the 
just as it appears to me. I would to God 
the whole American people could be 
bled here to-day as you are. I could wish 
have an amphitheatre large enough to 
tain the whole thirty millions, that they 
be hefe and witness the great struggle to 
serve the Constitution of our fathers. ' 
could at once see what it is, and how it is, 
what kind of spirit is manifested in the at 
to destroy the great principles of free gov 
ment; and they could understand who is 
them and who is against them, and who was 
ameliorating their condition. Their oppofi 
could be placed before them, and there might! 
a regular contest, and in the first tilt the &» 
mies of the country would be crushed. I hi 
detained you longer than I intended ; bnl 
this struggle I am your instrument. Where 
the man or woman, in private or public life, " 
has not always received my attention and 
time? Sometimes itissaia, "that man Jo 
son is a lucky man." I will tell you what 
stitutes good fortune. Doin^ right and 1 
for the people. The people in some partii 
or other, notwithstanding their sagacity 
judgment, are frequently underrated or xm 
estimated ; but somehow or other the great mi 
of the people will find out who is for them a 
who is against them. You must indulge me 
this allusion, when I say I can lay my hand 
my bosom and say that in all the positions 
which I have been placed — many of them 
trying as any in which mortal man could be 
— so lar, thank God, I have not deserted 
people, nor do I believe they will desert 
What sentiment have I swerved from? 
my calumniators put their finger on it ? 
they dare indicate a discrepancy or a devi» 
from principle ? 

Have you heard them at any time quote Vf 
predecessor, who fell a martyr to his course, tf 
coming in controversy with anything I advo* 
cated ? An inscrutable Providence saw propor 
to remove him to, I trust, a better world thtt 
this, and I came into power. Where is then 
one principle in reference to this restoration thrt 
I have departed from? Then the war is nfll 
simply upon me, but it is upon my predecesaot 
I have tried to do my duty. I know some an 
jealous in view of the White House, and I eaj 
all that flummery has as little influence on m 
as it had heretofore. The conscious satisfaction 
of having performed my duty to my country, 
mv children, and my God, is all the rewaid 
which I shall ask. 

In conclusion of what I have to say, let mi 
ask this vast concourse, this sea of aptankel 
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X) go with me— or I will go with you — 
nd around the Constitution of our country ; 
ain unfolded, and the people are invited 
. and understand it, and to maintain its 
ons. Let us stand by the principles of 
hers, though the heavens fall; and then, 
factions array their transient forces to 
tuperation after vituperation in the most 
it manner, I intend to stand by the Con- 
n as the chief ark of our safety, as the 
um of our civil and religious liberty. 
J us cling to it as the mariner clings to 
i plank when the night and the tempest 
"ound him. 

pt my thanks, gentlemen, for the indul- 
ou have given me in my extemporaneous 
8. Let us go on, forgetting the past and 
; only upon the future, and trusting in 
at can control all that is on high and 
low, and hoping that hereafter our Union 
restored, and that we will have peace on 
nd good will towards man. 


to the Colored People of the District of 
ibia, Celebrating the Third Annivergary 
3ir Emancipation. 

1 19, 1866 — I have nothing more to say 
on this occasion than to thank you for 
npliment you have paid me in presenting 
Ives before me on tnis your day of cele- 
L. I come forward for the purpose of in- 
g my approbation and manifesting my 
lation of the respect thus offered or con- 

mk you for the compliment, and I mean 
say. And I will remark in this connec- 

this vast concourse that the tima will 
tnd that, too, before a great while, when 
)red population of the united States will 
t who have selected them as a hobby and 
nee by which they can be successful in 
ng and maintaining power, and who have 
leir true friends, and wanted them to 
)ate in and enjoy the blessings of freedom, 
time will come when it will be made 
who contributed as much as any other 
nd who, without being considered egotis- 
lay say contributed more, in procuring 
at national guarantee of the abolition of 
• in all the States, by the ratification of 
endment to the Constitution of the United 
—giving a national guarantee that slavery 
10 longer be permitted to exist or be re- 
shed in any State or jurisdiction of the 

States. 

10 w how easy it is to cater to prejudices, 
»w easy it is to excite feelings of prejudice 
ikindness. I care not for that. I have 
Dgaced in this work in which my all has 
leriled. I was not engaged in it as a 


hobby, nor did I ride the colored man for the 
sake of gaining power. What I did was for 
the purpose of establishing the great principles 
of freedom. And, thank God, I feel and know 
it to be' so, that my efforts have contributed as 
much, if not more, in accomplishing this great 
national guarantee, than those oi any other 
living man in the United States. 

It IS very easy for colored men to have pre- 
tended friends, ensconced in high places, and far 
removed from danger, whose eyes have only 
abstractly gazed on freedom; who have never 
exposed their limbs or property, and who never 
contributed a sixpence in furtherance of the 
great cause, while another periled his all, and 
put up everything sacred and dear to man; and 
those whom he raised and who lived with him 
now enjoy his property with his consent, and 
receive his aid and assistance ; yet some who as- 
sume, and others who have done nothing, are 
considered the great defenders and protectors of 
the colored man. 

I repeat, my colored ^friends, here to-day, the 
time will come, and that not far distant, when it 
will bo proved who is practically your best 
friend. 

My friendship, so far as it has gone, has not 
been for place or power, for I had these already. 
It has been a principle with me, and I thank 
God the great ]orincipie has been established, that 
wherever any individual, in the language of a 
distinguish ea orator and statesman, treads Amer- 
ican soil, his Roul swells within him beyond the 
power of chains to bind him, in appreciation of 
the great truth that he stands forth redeemed, 
-regenerated, and disenthralled by the genius of 
universal emancipation ! 

Then let mo mingle with you in celebration 
of the day which commenced your freedom. I 
do it in sincerity and truth, and tirust in God the 
blessings which have been conferred may be en- 
joyed and appreciated by you, and that you may 
give them a proper direction. 

There is something for all to do. You have 
high and solemn duties to perform, and you 
ought to remember that freedom is not a mere 
idea. It fnust be reduced to practical reality. 
Men in being free have to deny themselves many 
things which seem to be embraced in the idea of 
universal freedom. 

It is with you to give evidence to the world 
and the people of the United States, whether 
you are going to appreciate this great boon as it 
should be, and that you are worthy of being 
freemen. Then let me thank you with sincerity 
for the compliment you have paid me by passing 
through here to-day and paying your respects 
to me. I repeat again, the time will come when 
you will know who has been your best friend, 
and who has not been your friend from merce- 
nary considerations. Accept my thanks. 
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The Annual Message, December 4, 1865. 

The following extracts relate to reconstruc- 
tion : 

I found the States suflfering from the effects of 
ft civil war. Eesistance to the General Gov- 
ernment appeared to have exhausted itself. The 
United States had recovered possession of their 
forts and arsenals, and their armies were in 
the occupation of every State which had at- 
tempted to secede. Whether the territory within 
the limits of those States should be held as 
conquered territory, under military authority 
emanating from the President as the head of the 
army, was the first question that presented itself 
for aecision. 

Now, military governments, established for 
an indefinite period, would have offered »o se- 
curity for the early suppression of discontent ; 
would have divided the people into the van- 
quishers and the vanquished ; and would have 
envenomed hatred, rather than have restored 
affection. Once established, no precise limit to 
their continuance was conceivable. They would 
have occasioned an incalculable and exhausting 
expense. Peaceful emigration to and from that 
portion of the country is one of the best means 
that can be thought of for the restoration of 
harmony, and that emigration would have been 
prevented ; for what emigrant from abroad, 
what industrious citizen at home, would place 
himself willingly under military rule? The 
chief persons who have followed i^i the train of 
the army would have been dependents on the 
General Government, or men who expected 
profit from the miseries of their erring rellow- 
citizens. The powers of patronage and rule 
which would have been exercised, under the 
President, over a vast and populous and natu- 
rally wealthy region, are greater than, unless 
under extreme necessity, I should be willing to 
intrust to any one man ; they are such as, for 
myself, I could never, unless on occasions of 
great emergency, consent to exercise. The wil- 
ful use of such powers, if continued through a 
period of years, would have endangered the 
purity of the general administration and the 
liberties of the States which remained loyal. 

Besides, the policy of military rule over a 
conquered territory would have implied that 
the States whose inhabitants may have taken 
part in the rebellion had, by the act of those 
inhabitants, ceased to exist. But the true theory 
ie, that all pretended acts of secession were, 
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from the beginning, null and void. The Si 
cannot commit treason, nor screen the indr 
ual citizens who may have committed tre 
any more than they could make valid treatiea 
engage in lawful commerce with any for 
power. The States attempting to secede pi 
themselves in a condition where their vi' 
was impaired, but not extinguished — their 
tions suspended, but not destroyed. 

But if any State neglects or refuses to perfi 
its offices, there is the more need that the Geiii 
Government should maintain all its authoriJ 
and, as soon as practicable, resume the ex 
of all its functions. On this principle I h 
acted, and have gradually ana quietly, and 
almost imperceptible steps, sought to restore 
rightful energy of the General. Government ; 
of the States. To that end, provisional go^ 
ernors have been appointed for the States, 
ventions called, governors elected, legislai 
assembled, and Senators and Representati^ 
chosen to the Congress of the United States, 
the same time, the courts of the United Stai 
as far as could be done, have been reopened, 
that the laws of the United States may be etj 
forced through their agency. The blockade ' 
been removed and the custom-houses re-estafc-' 
lished in ports of entry, so that the revenue 
the United States may be collected. The P 
Office Department renews its ceaseless activity, 
and the General Government is thereby enablSl 
to communicate prompjily with its officers . 
agents. The courts bring security to pers' 
and property ; the opening of the ports invii 
the restoration of industry and commerce ; 
post office renews the facilities of social in 
course and of business. And is it not happy foi 
us all,,that the restoration of each one of then 
functions of the General Government bringi 
with it a blessing to the States over which thef 
are extended ? is it not a sure promise of hw* 
mony and renewed attachment to the Unioa 
that, after all that has happened, the return d 
the General Government is known only as % 
beneficence? 

I know very well that this policy is attended 
with some risk ; that for its success it requirei 
at least the acquiescence of the States which it 
concerns ; that it implies an invitation to tboei 
States, by renewing their allegiance to the United 
States, to resume their functions as States of thft 
Union. But it is a risk that must be taken ; ia 
the choice of difficulties, it is the smallest risk; 
and to diminish, and, if possible, to remove aQ 
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% I have felt it incumbent on me to assert 
her power of the General Government — 
wer of pardon. As no State can throw a 
e over the crime of treason, the power of 
a is exclusively vested in the executive 
iment of the United States. In exercising 
o^ver, I have taken every precaution to 
:t it with the clearest recognition of the 
g force of the laws of the United States, 
I unqualified acknowledgment of th&great 
3hange of condition in regard to slavery 
has grown out of the war. 
next step which I have taken to restore 
stitutional relations of the States, has been 
itation to them to .participate in the high 
f amending the Constitution. Every pa- 
ust wish for a general amnesty at the 
; epoch consistent with public sdfety . For 
3at end there is a need of a concurrence 
)pinion8, and the spirit of mutual concil- 
All parties in the late terrible conflict 
'ork together in harmony. It is not too 

ask, m the name of tne whole people, 
n the one 8id;e, the plan of restoration 
roceed in conformity with a willingnesg 
the disorders oftthe past into oblivion ; 
at, on the other, the evidence of sincerity 
tature maintenance of the Union shall be 
yond any doubt by the ratification of the 
ed amendment to the Constitution, which 
,68 for the abolition of slavery forever 

1 the limits of our country. So long as the' 
on of this amendment is delayed, so long 
oubt and jealousy and uncertainty pre- 
This is the measure which will efface the 
jmory of the past; this is the measure 
will most certainly call population and 

and security to those parts of the Union 
jed them most. Indeed, it is not too much 
of the States which are now resuming 
laces in the family of the Union to give 
edge of perj^tual loyalty and peace. 
t is done, the past, however much we may 
it, will not be forgotten. The adoption 
amendment reunites us beyond all power 
aption. It heals the wound that is im- 
ly closed ; it removes slavery, the element 
nas 80 long perplexed ana divided the 
y ; it makes of us once more a united 
, renewed and strengthened, bound more 
ver to mutual affection and support, 
amendment to the Constitution being 
d, it would remain for the States, whose 
3 have been so long in abeyance, to re- 
heir places in the two branches of the na- 
legislature, and thereby complete the 
>f restoration. Here it is for you, fellow- 
8 of the Senate, and for you, fellow-citi- 
: the House of Representatives, to judge, 
f you for yourselves, of the elections, re- 
and qualihcations of your own members, 
full assertion of the powers of the Gene- 
vernment requires the holding of circuit 
of the Unitea States within the districts 
their authority has been interrupted. In 
3sent posture of our public affairs, strong 
ons have been urged to holding those 
in any of the States where the rebellion 
i§ted ; and it was ascertained, by inquiry, 
le circuit court of the United States would 
held within the district of Virginia dur- 
5 


ing the autumn or early winter, nor until Con- 
gress should have '* an o|)portunity to consider 
and- act on the whole subject." To your delib- 
erations the restoration of this branch of the 
civil authority of the United States is therefore 
necessarily referred, with the hope that early 
provision will be made for the resumption of all 
its functions. It is manifest that treason, most 
flagrant in character, has been committed. 
Persons who are charged with its commission 
should have fair and impartial trials in the 
highest civil tribunals of the country, in order 
that the Constitution and the laws may be fully 
vindicated; the truth clearly established and 
affirmed that treason is a crime, that traitors 
should be punished and the offence made infa- 
mous ; ana, at the same time, that the question 
be judicially settled, finally and forever, that no 
State of its own will has the ri^ht to renounce 
its place in the Union. 

The relations of the General Government to- 
wards the four millions of inhabitants whom 
the war has called intft freedom liai'e engaged 
my most serious consideration. On the pro- 
priety of attempting to make the freedmen elec- 
tors by the proolaraation of the Executive, I 
took for my counsel the Constitution itself, the 
interpretations of that instrument by its au- 
thors and their contemporaries, and recent legis- 
lation by Congress. When, at the first move- 
ment towards independence, the Congress of the 
United States instructed the several States to 
institute governments of their own, they lefteach 
State to decide for itself the conditions for the 
enjoyment of the elective franchise. During 
the period of the confederacy, there continued 
to exist a very great diversity in the qualifica- 
tions of electors in the several States ; and even 
within a State a distinction of qualification pro- 
vailed with regard to the officers who were to 
be 'chosen. Tne Constitution of the United 
States recognises the diversities when it enjoins 
that, in the choice of members of the House of 
Representatives of the United States, " the elec- 
tors in each State shall have the qualifications 
requisite for electors of the most numerous 
branch of. the State legislature." After the 
formation of the Constitution, it remained, as 
before, the uniform usage for each State to en- 
large the body of its electors, according to its 
own judgment; and, under this system, one 
State after another has proceeded to increase 
the number of its electors, until now universal 
suffrage, or something very near it, is the gene- 
ral rule. So fixed was this reservation of power 
in the habits of the people, and so unquestioned 
has been the interpretation of the Constitfttion, 
that during the civil war the late President never 
harbored the purpose — certainly never avowed 
the purpose — of disregarding^ it ; and in the acts 
of Congress, during that period, nothing can bef 
found which during the continuance of hostili- 
ties, much less after their close, would have sanc- 
tioned any departure by the Executive from a 
policy which has so uniformly obtained. More- 
over, a concession of the elective franchise to 
the freedmen, by act of the President of the 
United States, must have been extended to all 
colored men, wherever found, and so must have 
established a change of suffrage in the Northern, 
Middle, and Western States, not less than in the 
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Sonthorn and Sonth western. Snch an act would 
have created a new class of voters, and wonld 
have heen an assumption ofpower by the Ptesi- 
dent which nothing in the Cfonstitution or laws 
of the United States would have warranted. 

On the other hand, every danger of conflict is 
avoided when the settlement of the question is 
referred to the several States. They can, each 
for itself, decide on the measure, ana whether it 
is to be adopted at once and absolutely, or intro- 
duced gradually and with conditions. In my 
judgment, the freedmcn, if they' show patience 
and manly virtues, will sooner obtain a partici- 
pation in the elective fr-anchise through the 
States than through the General Government, 
even if it had power -to intervene. When the 
tumult of emotions that have been raised by the 
suddenness of the social change shall have sub- 
sided, it may prove that they will receive the 
kindliest usage from some of those on whom 
they have heretofore most closely depended. 

But while I have no doubt that now, after the 
close of the war, it is not competent for the 
General Government to extend the elective fran- 
chise in the several States, it is equally clear 
that ^ood faith requires the security of the freed- 
men in their liberty and in their property, their 
right to labor, and their right to claim tne just 
return of their labor. I cannot too strongly 
urge a dispassionate treatment of this subject, 
whicli should be carefully kept aloF)f from all 
party strife. We must equally avoid hasty as- 
sumptions of any natural impossibility for the 
two races to live side by side, in a state of mu- 
tual benefit and good will. The experiment 
involves us in no inconsistency ; let us, then, go 
on and make» that experiment in pjood faith, and 
not be too easily disheartened. The country is 
in need of labor, and the freedmen are in need 
of employment, culture, and protection. While 
their right of voluntary migration and expatria- 
tion is not to be questioned, I would not advise 
their forced removal and colonization. Let us 
rather encourage them to honorable and useful 
industry, where it may be beneficial to them- 
selves and to the countrjr ; and, instead of hasty 
anticipations of the certainty of failure, let there 
be nothing wanting to the fair trial of the ex- 
periment. The change in their condition is the 
substitution of labor oy contract for the status 
of slavery. The freedman cannot fairly be ac- 
cused of unwillingness to work, so long as a 
doubt remains about his freedom of choice in 
his pursuits, and the certainty of his recovering 
his stipulated wages. In this the interests of 
the eiyployer and the employed coincide. The 
employer desires in his workmen spirit and alac- 
rity, and these can be permanentlv secured in 
no other way. And if tne one ougnt to be able 
to enforce the contract, so ought the other. The 
public interest will be best promoted if the sev- 
eral States will provide adequate protection and 
remedies for the freedmen. Until this is in 
some way accomplished, there is no chance for 
the advantageous use of their labor ; and the 
blame of ill success will not rest on them. 

I know that sincere philanthropy is earnest 
for the immediate realization of its remotest 
aims ; but time is always an element in reform. 
It is one of the greatest acts on record to have 
brought four mulions of people into freedom. 


The career of free indnstry must be fairly 
to them : and then their future prospei 
condition must, after all, rest mainly o: 
selves. If they fail, and so perish awaj 
be careful that the failure shall not be ; 
table to any denial of justice. In all 
lates to the destiny of the freedmen, \ 
not be too anxious to rea^ the future ; m 
cidents which, from a speculative point ( 
micrht raise alarm, will quietly settle thei 
Now that slavery is at an end or near 
the greatness of its evil, in the point of 
public economy, becomes more and more 
ent. Slavery was essentially a mono' 
labor, and as such locked the States ^ 
prevailed against the incoming of free ir 
Where labor was the property of the ca 
the white man was excluded from emph 
or had but the second best chance of nn< 
and the foreign emigrant turned away f 
region where his condition wonld be po 
ous. With the destruction of the mo 
free labor will hasten from all parfc* of tl 
ized world to assist in developing various 
measurable resources which have hi the 
dormant. The eight or nine States nea 
Gulf of Mexico have a soil of exuberant i 
a climate friendly to long life, and can s 
denser population than is found as yet 
part of our country. And the future ii 
: population to them will be mainly fr 
I North, or from the most cultivated nat 
Europe. From the sufferings that have 
ed them during our late struggle, let i 
away to the future, which is sure to b 
for tnem with greater prosperity than h 
before beeii known. The removal of i 
nopoly of slave labor is a pledge that tl 
gions will be peopled by a numerous anc 
prising population, which will vie with 
the Union in compactness, inventive 
wealth, and industry. 

Meeeage on the late Insurrectionary S 

lb the Sniate of the United States : 

In reply to the resolution adopted by t 
ate on the 12th instant, I have the h( 
state that the rebellion waged by a ; 
of the people against the properly -cons 
authorities of the Government of the 
States has been suppressed ; that the 
States are in possession of every Stat-e in 
the insurrection existed ; and that, as 
could be done, the courts of the United 
have been restored, post offices re-estat 
and steps taken to put into effective op 
the revenue laws of the country. 

As the result of the measures institu 
the Executive, with the view of indu 
resumption of the functions of the Statt 
prehended in the inc[uiry of the Sena1 
people in North Carolina, South Carolina 
gia, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, Arl 
and Tennessee, have reorganized their r 
ive State governments, and *' are yieldin 
dience to the laws and Government of th 
ted States" with more willinjgness and j 
promptitude than under the circumstance 
reasonably have been anticipated. Tig 
posed amendment to the Constitution, ] 
mg for the abolition of slavery forever 
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I of the country, has been ratified by 
of those States, with the exception of 
)i, from which no official information 
been received ; and in nearly all of 
isures have been adopted or are now 
to confer upon freedraQn rights and 
( which are essential to their comfort, 
1, and security. In Florida and Texas 
.0 arc making commendable progress 
ng their State governments, and no 
entertained that thoy will at an early 
' in a condition to resume all of their 
relations to the Federal Government. 
at portion of the Union lately in re- 
he aspect of affairs is more promising 
view of all the circumstances, could 
been expected. The people through- 
itire South evince a laudable desire to 
sir aUegianco to the Government, and 
the devastations of war by a prompt 
:ful return to peaceful pursuits. An 
xith is entertained tliat their actions 
)rm to their professions, and that, in 
Iging the supremacy of the Constitu- 
tne laws of the United States, their 
ill be unreservedly given to the Gov- 
.ose leniency they cannot fail to ap- 
and whose fostering care will soon 
3m to a condition of prosperity, 
uo that in some of the States the de- 
y effects of the war are to be seen in 
[ disorders; but these are local in 
, not frequent in occurrence, and are 
sappoaring as the authority of civil law 
ed and sustained. Perplexing ques- 
e naturally to be expected from the 
I sudden change in the relations be- 
two races; but systems are gradually 
g themselves under which the froed- 
receivo the protection to which he is 
itlod, and by means of his labor make 
useful and independent member of 
Qunity in which he has his home, 
the information in my possession, and 
which I have recently derived from 
reliable authority, I am induced to 
le belief that sectional animosity is 
1 rapidly merging itself into ^ a spirit 
ality, and that representation, con- 
;li a properly-adjusted system of tax- 
.1 result in a harmonious restoration 
lations of the States to the national 

ort of Carl Schurz is herewith trans- 
requested by the Senate. No reporta 
. John Covode have been received by 
ent. The attention of the Senate is 
the accompanying report of Lieuten- 
al Grant, who recently made a tour of 
through several of the States whose 
bs participated in the. rebellion. 

Andrew Johnsoit. 

iiQTON, D. C, Decernber 18, 1865. 
I _____ 

panying Beport of Oeneral Grant. 

\.DQUAETEES AeMIES OF THE U. S., . 

'AsniNGTON, D. C, December 18, 1865. 

I reply to your note of the 16th inst., 

; a report from me giving such infor- 

I may be possessed of^ coming within 


the scope of the inquiries made by the Senate 
of the United States in their resolution of the 
12th instant, I have the honor to submit the fol- 
lowing : 

With your approval, and also that of the hon- 
orable Secretary of War, I left Washington city 
on the 27th of last month for the purpose of 
making a tour of inspection through some of the 
Southern States, or States lately in rebellion, 
and to see what changes were necessary to bo 
made in the disposition of the military forces of 
the country ; how these forces could be reducea 
and expenses curtailed, &c.; and to learn, as far 
as possible, the feelings and intentions of the 
citizen's of those States toward the General 
Government. 

The State of Virginia being so accessible to 
Washington city, and information from this 
quarter therefore being reiiily obtained, I has- 
tened through the State without conversing or 
meeting with any of its citizens. In Raleigh, 
North Carolina, 1 spent one day ; in Charleston, 
South Carolina, two days ; Savannah and Au- 
gusta, Georgia, each one day. Both in traveling 
and while stopping, I saw much and conversec 
freely with the citizens of those States, as wel 
as with officers of the army who have been sta- 
tioned among them. The following are the con- 
clusions come to by me : 

I am satisfied that the mass of thinking men 
of the South accept the present situation of af- 
fairs in good faith. The questions which have 
heretofore divided the sentiments of the people 
of the two sections — slavery and States rights, 
or the right of a State to secede from the Union 
— ^they regard as having been settled forever by 
the highest tribunal — arms — that man can resort 
to. I was pleased to learn from the leading men 
whom I met, that they not only accepted the de- 
cision arrived at as final, but, now that the 
smoke of battle has cleared awa;^ and time has 
been given for reflection, that this decision has 
been a fortunate one for the whole country, they 
receiving like benefits from it with those who 
opposed them in the field and in council. 

Four years of war, durine which law was ex- 
ecuted only at the point of the bayonet through- 
out the States in reoellion, have left the people 
possibly in a condition not to yield that ready 
obedience to 'civil authority the American people 
have generally been in the habit of yielding. 
This would render the presence of small garri- 
sons throughout those States necessary untilsuch 
time as labor returns to its proper channels, and 
civil authority is fully established. I did not 
meet any one, either those holding places under 
the Government or citizens of the Southern 
States, who think it practicable to withdraw the 
military from the South at present. The white 
and the black mutually require the protection 
of the General Government. 

There is such universal acquiescence in the au- 
thority of the General Government throughout 
the portions of the country visited by me, that 
the mere presence of a military force, without 
regard to numbers, is sufficient to maintain order. 
The good of the country and economy require 
that the force kept in the interior, where tnere 
are many freedmen, (elsewhere in the Southern 
States than at forts upon the sea-coast no force 
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is necessary,) should all be white troops. The 
^•easons for this are obvious without mentio'hing 
iuany of them. The presence of black troops, 
lately slaves, demoralizes labor both by their ad- 
vice and by furnishing in theu: camps a resort 
lor the freedmen for long distances around. 
"White troops generally excite no opposition, and 
therefore a small number of them caU maintain 
order in a given district. Colored troops must 
be kept in bodies sufficient to defend themselves. 
It is not the thinking men who would use violence 
toward any class of troops sent among them by 
the General Government, but the ignorant in 
some cases might, and the late slave seems, to be 
imbued with uie idea that the property of his 
Jate master should by riglit belong to him, or at 
least should have no protection from the colored 
Boldier. There is danger of collisions being 
brought on by such c^ses. 

My observations lead me to the conclusion 
that the citizens of the Southern States are anx- 
ious to return to self-government within the 
Union as soon as possible; that yrhile recon- 
structing, they want and require protection from 
the Government ; that they are in earnest in 
wishing to do what they think is required by 
the Government, not humiliating to them as 
citizens, and. that if such a course . was pointed 
out they would pursue it in good faith. It is to 
te regretted that there cannot be a greater 
commingling at this time between the citizens of 
the two sections, and particularly of those in- 
trusted with the law-making power. 

I did not give the operations of the Freed- 
men's Bureau that attention I would have done 
if more time had been at my disposal. Conversa- 
tions on the subject, however, with officers con- 
nected with the bureau lead me to think that in 
some of the States its affairs have not been condupt- 
edwith good judgment or economy, and that the 
belief, widely spread among the freedmen of the 
Southern States, that the lands of their former 
owners will, at least in part, be divided among 
them, has come from the agents of this bureau. 
This belief is seriously interfering with the will- 
ingness of the freedmen to make contracts for the 
coming year. In some form the Freedmen's 
Bureau is an absolute necessity until civil law 
is established and enforced, securing to the freed- 
men their rights and full protection. At present, 
however, it is independent of the military es- 
tablishment of the country, and seems to be 
operated by the different agents of the bureau 
according to their individual notions. Every- 
where General Howard, the able head of the 
bureau, made friends by the just and fair instruc- 
tions and advice he gave ; but the complaint in 
South Carolina was, that when he lett things 
went on as before. Many, perhaps the majority, 
of the g-gentfl of the Freedmen's Bureau advise 
the freedmen that by their own industry they 
must expect to live. To this end they endeavor 
to secure employment for them, and to see that 
both contracting parties comply with their en- 
gagements. In some instances, I am sorry to 
say, the freedman's mind does not seem to be 
disabused of the idea that a freedman has the 
right to live without care or provision for the 
future. The effect of the belief in division of 
lands is idleness and accumulation in camps, 


towns, and cities. In such cases I think it 
be found that vice and disease will tend to 
extermination, or great reduction of the col 
race. It cannot be expected that the opi; 
held by men at the South for years can 
changed in a day ; and therefore the fr 
require for a few years net only laws to pro' 
them, but the fostering care oi those who 
give them good counsel, and in whom they 
rely. 

The Freedmen's Bureau, being sepi 
from the military establishment of the couni 
requires all the expense of a separate ©ri 
tion. One does not necessarily know wnati 
other is doing, or what orders they are aci 
under. It seems to me this could be com 
by regarding every officer on duty with 
in the 'Southern States as agents of the F: 
men's Bureau, and then have all orders 
the head of the bureau sent through depar 
commanders. This would create a responsibi 
that would secure uniformity of action thr< 
out all the South ; would insure the orden 
instructions from the head of the bureau 
carried out ; and would relieve from duty 
pay a large number of employ6s of the Gov* 
ment. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 
obedient servant, U. 8. Grast^ 

Lieutenant GenmA. 

His Excellency A. JoHNsoir, 

President of the United State$. 

Veto of tbe Freedmext's Bureau BUI, Eel 

19, 1866. 

To the Senate of the United States : 

I have examined with care the bill wi 
originated in the Senate, ajid has been passed! 
the two Houses of Congress, to amend an 
entitled " An act to establish a Bureau for 
relief of Freedmen and Refugees," and for ot 
purposes. Having, with much regret, come 
the conclusion that it would not be consi 
with the public welfare to give my approval t 
the measure, I return the bill to the Senate ii" 
my objections to its becoming a law. 

I might call to mind, in advance of these 
jections, that there is no immediate necessity 
the proposed measure. The act to establish 
bureau for the relief of freedmen and refuf 
which was approved in the month of 
last, has not yet expired. It was thought siniHJ 
gent and extensive enough for the purpose i" ' 
view in time of war. Before it ceases to hn 
effect, further experience may assist to guide 
to a wise conclusion as to the policy to be adopted' 
in time of peace. ^ ^ 

1 share with Congress the strongest desire to ^ 
secure to the freedmen the full enjoyment d^ 
their freedom and property, and their, entbl' 
independence and equality m making contraoti 
for their labor ; but the bill before me contain 
provisions which, in my opinion, are not war- 
ranted by the Constitution, and are not well 
suited to accomplish the end in view. 

The bill proposes to establish, by authority of 
Congress, military jurisdiction over all parte of 
the United States containing refugees and freed- 
men. It would, by its very i^ture, apply with 
most force to those parts oi the UT>:ted States in 


VBIOES AMD VOTES. 


69 


;he freedmen most abound ; and it ex- 
extends the existing temporary jurisdic- 
the freedmen's bureau, witn greatly 
1 powers, over those States "in which 
nary course of judicial proceedings has 
:errupted by the rebellion." The source 
lich this military jurisdiction is to eraan- 
ne other than the President of the United 
Lcting through the War Department and 
nmissioner of the Freedmen's Bureau. 
rfts to carry out this military jurisdiction 
e selected either from the army or from 
; ; the country is to be divided into dis- 
d sub-districts, and the number of salaried 

be employed may be equal to the num- 
>unties or parishes m all the United States 
reedmen and refugees are to be found, 
abjects over which this military juris- 
s to extend in every part of the United 
nclude protection to "all employes, 
^nd officers of this bureau in the exercise 
uties imposed" upon them by the bill, 
n States it is further to extend over all 
fecting freedmen and refugees discrimin- 
jnst " by local law, custom, or prejudice." 

eleven States, the bill subjects any white 
7ho may be charged with depriving a 
Q of *' any civil rights or immunities be- 
to white persons " to imprisonment or 
both, without, however, defining the 
ights and immunities" which are thus to 
red to the freedmen by military law. 
ilitary jurisdiction also extends to all 
18 that may arise respecting contracts, 
nt who is tnus to exercise the office of a 
judge may be a stranger, entirely igno- 
;he laws of the place, and exposed to the 
f judgment to which all men are liable. 
Tise of power, over which there is no 
ler vision, by so vast a number of agents 
.templated oy the bill,must^by the very 
f man, be attended by acts of caprice, 
, and passion. 

ials, having their origin under this bill, 
i,ke place without the intervention of a 
id without any fixed rules of law or 
;. The rules on which offences are to be 
md determined " by tlie numerous agents 
rules and regulations as the President, 
the War Department, shall prescribe, 
•ious presentment is required, nor any 
?nt charging the commission of a crime 
the lawrt ; but the trial must proceed on 
and specifications. The punishment 
-not what the law declares, but such as 
martial may think proper; and from 
•bitrary tribunals there lies no appeal, 
of error to any of the courts in which 
titution of the United States vests exclu- 
le judicial power of the country. 

1 the territory and the classes of actions 
aces that are made subject to the measure 
Ktensive, the bill itself, should it become 
rill have no limitation in point of time," 

form a part of the permanent legisla- 
bhe country. I cannot reconcile a sys- 
military jurisdiction of this kind with 
'ds of the Constitution, which declare 
person shall be held to answer for a 
>r otherwise infamous crime unless upon 


a presentment or indictment of a grand jury, 
except iu cases arising in the land and naval 
forces, or in the militia when in actual service 
in time of war or public danger;" and that " in 
all criminal prosecutions the accused shall enjoy 
the ri^ht to a speedy and public trial, by an 
impartial jury of the State or district wherein 
the crime shall have been committed." The 
safeguards which the experience and wisdom of 
ages taught our fathers to establish as securities 
for the protection of the innocent, the punish^ 
ment of the guilty, and the ecjual administra- 
tion of justice, are to be set aside, and, for the 
sake of a more vigorous Interposition in behalf 
of justice, we are to take the risks of the many 
acts of injustice that would necessarily follow 
from an almost countless number of* agents, es- 
tablished in every parish or county, in nearly 
a third of the States of the Union, over whose 
decisions there is to be no supervision or control^ 
by the federal 'courts. The power that would 
be thus placed in the hands of the President is 
such as in time of peace certainly ought never 
to be intrusted to any one man. 

If it be asked whether the creation of such a 
tribunal within a State is warranted as a meas- 
ure of war, the question immediately presents 
itself whether we are still engaged in war. Let 
us not unnecessarily disturb the commerce, and 
credit, and industry of the country, by declar- 
ing to the American people and to the world 
that the United States are still in a condition of 
civil war. . At present there is no part of our 
country in which the authority of the. United 
States IS disputed. Offences that may be com- 
mitted by individuals should not work a for- 
feiture of the rights of whole communities. 
The country has retiirned or is returning to a 
state of peace and industry, and the rebellion 
is, in fact, at an end. The measure, therefore, 
seems to be as inconsistent with the actual con- 
dition of the country as it is at variance with 
the Constitution of the United States. 

If, passing from general consideration^, we ex- 
amine the bill in detail, it is open to weighty 
objections. 

In time of war it was eminently proper that 
we should provide for those who were passing 
suddenly from a condition of bondage to a state 
of freedom.* But this bill proposes to make the 

* I have obtuDed from an ofGlcial source the following 
Btatement, not of the numbor of persons relieved, but 
of the number of rations issned by the Freedmen's Bu- 
reau, in each State, from June 1, 1865, to April 1, 1806 — ten 
months: 

Refu^tez. Frealmen. TotdL 

Virginia 4,635 1,676,127 1,680,762 

North Carolina 4,474 902,776 907,450 

South Caroliua and Georgia ^24,974 861,6i')3 886,627 

Alabama 879,353 304,216 1,243.508 

Louisiana 4,330 298,431 300,761 

Texas ; « 166 3,521 3,687 

Mississippi 33,489 308,391 341,880 

Arkansas 1,004,862 716,572 1,720.434 

Kentucky and Tennessee.... 87,180 806,960 394.140 
District of Columbia 3,834 440,626 444,460 


2,047,297 6,876,272 7,923,569 

Total number of rations Issivd to fireedmen for 

ten months. 5,876,272 

Total number of rations issued to refugees 2,047,297 

Total number of rations issued to whites and 
blacks for ten monthSt firom June 1, 1865, to * 

April 1, 1866 7,923,619 
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Freedmen's Bureau, established by the act of 1865, 
aa one of many great and extraordinary military 
measures to suppress a formidable rebellion, a 
permanent branch of the public admkiistration, 
with its powers greatly enlarged. I have no 
reason to suppose, and I do not understand it to 
be alleged, that the act of March, 1865, has proved 
deficient for the purpose for which it was passed, 
although at that time, and for a considerable 
period thereafter, the Government of the United 
States remained unacknowledged in most of the 
States whose inhabitants had been involved in 
ihe rebellion. The institution of slavery, for the 
military destruction of which the Freedmen's 
Bureau was called into existence as an auxiliary, 
has been already effectually and finally abroga- 
ted throughout the whole country by an amend- 
ment of the" Constitution of the United States,- 
and practically its eradication has received the 
assent and concurrence of most of those States in 
which it at any time had an existence. I am 
not,.the;:efore, able to discern in the condition of 
the country anything to justify an apprehension 
that the powers and agencies of the Freedmen's 
Bureau, which wfere effective for the protection 
of freedmen and refugees during the actual* con- 
tinuance of hostilities and of African servitude, 
will now, in a time of peace, and after the abolition 
of slavery, prove inadequate to the same proper 
ends. If I am correct in these views there can 
be no necessity for the enlargement of the pow- 
ers of the bureau for which provision is made in' 
the bill. 

The -third section of the bill authorizes a gen- 
eral and unlimited grant of support to the des- 
titute and suffering refugees ana freedmen, their 
wives and children. Sucjeeding sections make 
provision for the rent or purchase of landed es- 
tates for freedmen, and for the erection for their 
benefit of suitable buildings for asylums and 
schools — the expenses to be defrayed from the 
treasury of the whole people. The Congress of 
the United States has never heretofore thought 
itself empowered to establish asylums beyond 
the limits of the District of Columbia, except for 
the benefit of our disabled soldiers and sailors. 
It has never founded schools for any class of 
our own people ; not even for the orphans of 
those who have fallen in the defence of the 
Union, but has left the care of education to the 
much more competent and efficient control ^of 
the States, of communities, of private associa- 
tions, and of individuals. It has never deemed 
itself authorized to expend the public money for 
the rent or purchase of homes for the thousands, 
not to say millions, of the white race who are 
honestly toiling from day to day for their sub- 
sistence, A system for the support of indigent 
persons in the United States was never contem- 
plated by the authors of the Constitution ; nor 
can any good reason be advanced why, as a per- 
manent establishment, it should be founded for 
one class or color of our people more than an- 
other. Pending the war many refugees and 
freedmen received support from the Government, 
but it was never intfended that they should 
thenceforth be fed, clothed, educated, and shel- 
tered by the United States. The idea on which 
the slaves were assisted to freedom was, that on 
becoming free they wovdd be a self-sostaiuing 


population. Any legislation that sha 
that they are not expected to attain a 
taining condition must have a tendenc 
ous alike to their character and their p 

The appointment of an a^ent for ever 
and parisn will create an immense ]5^ 
and the expense of the numerous ofii 
their clerks, to be appointed by the P 
will be great in the oeginning, with a • 
steadily to increase. The appropriatio 
by the Freedmen's Bureau, as now Ss 
for the year 1866, amount to $11,745 
may be safely estimated that the cost 
curred under the pending bill will requii 
that amount — more than the entire sum £ 
in any one year under the administrati 
second Adams. If the presence- of r 
every parish and county is to be consid 
war measure, opposition, or even re 
mi^ht be provoked; so that, to give 
their jurisaiction, troops would have t 
tioned within reach of every one of tl 
thus a large standing force be renderc 
sary. Large appropriations would, t 
be required to sustain and enforce mil; 
risdiction in every county or parish : 
Potomac to the Rio Grande. The con' 
our fiscal affairs is encouraging; but, in 
sustain the present measure of public co 
it is necessary that we practice, not me 
tomary economy, but, as far as possibl 
retrenchment. 

In addition to the objections alread; 
the fifth section of the bill proposes 
away land from its former owners witl 
legal proceedings being first had, coe 
that provision ot the Constitution which 
that no person shall " be deprived of life 
or property without due process of h 
does not appear that a part of the 
which this'section refers mav not be o 
minors, or persons of unsound mind, or 
who have been faithful to all their ob 
as citizens of the United States. If 
tion of the land is held by such persons, 
competent for any authority to deprive 
it. If, on the other hand, it be found 
property is liable to confiscation, even 
cannot be appropriated to public purpoi 
by due process of law, it shall have 
clared forfeited to the Government. 

There is still further objection to tl: 
grounds seriously affecting the class o] 
to whom it is designed to bring relief, 
tend to keep the mind of the freedn: 
state of uncertain expectation and res 
while to those among whom he lives i 
a source of constant and vague appreh( 

Undoubtedly the freedman should bo f 
but he should be protected by the civil au 
especially by the exercise of all the const 
powers of the courts of the United Stat 
the States. His condition is not so expose 
a^ first be imagined. He is in a porti c 
country where his labor cannot well b 
Competition for his services from plant' 
those who are constructing or repair 
roads, and from capitalists in his vici 
from other States, will enable him to o 
almost his own terms. He also possess 
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ght to change his place of abode ; and if, 
3re, he does not find in one community or 
a mode of life suited to his desires, or 
' remuneration for his labor, he can move 
ther, where that labor is more esteemed 
jtter rewarded. In truth, however, each 
induced, by its own wants and interests, 
D what is necessary and proper to retain 
L its borders*all the labor that is needed 
3 development of its resources. The laws 
.egulate supply and demand will maintain 
force, and the wages of the laborer will 
ulated thereby. There is no danger that 
xceedingly great demand for labor will 
Derate in favor of the laborer, 
ther is sufficient consideration given to the 
r of the freedmen to protect and take care 
nselves. It is no more than j ustice to them 
.eve that as they have received their free- 
st th moderation and forbearance, so they 
stineuish themselves by their industry anS 
ana soon show the world that in a condi- 
f freedom they are self-sustaining, capable 
cting their own employment and th§ir own 
of abode, of insisting for themselves on a 
• remuneration, and of establishing and 
fining their own asylums and schools. It 
lestlv hoped that, instead of wasting away, 
rill, by their own efforts, establish for them- 
a condition of respectability and prosperity, 
srtain that they can attain to that condition 
.hrough their own'merits and exertions, 
this connexion the query presents itself 
ler the system proposed by the bill will not, 
put into complete operation, practically 
er the entire care, support, and control of 
nillions of emancipated slaves to agents, 
jers, or task-masters, who, appointed at 
in^ton, are to be located in every county 
arish throughout the United States contain- 
jedmen and refugees ? Such a system would 
ably tend to a concentration of power in the 
itive, which would enable him, if so disposed, 
trol the action of this numerous class, and 
.em for the attainment of his own political 

mnot but add another very grave objection 
8 bill. The Constitution imperatively de- 
, in connection with taxation, that each 
SHALL have at least one Representative, 
res the rule for the number to which, in 
J times, each State shall be entitled. It 
provides that the Senate of the United 
i SHALL be composed of two Senators from 
State; and adds, with peculiar force, "that 
ite, without its consent, shall be deprived- 
equal suffrage in the Senate." The origi- 
;t was necessarily passed in the absence of 
tates chiefly to be affected, because their 
B were then contumaciously engaged in the 
ion. Now the case is changed, and some, 
st, of those States are attending Congress 
yal representatives, soliciting the aliow- 
)f the constitutional right of representa- 
At the time, however, of the considera- 
.nd the passage of this bill, there was no 
or or Representative in Congress from the 
1 States which are to be mainly affected 
5 provisions. The very fact that reports 
^d are Qia^e. ag^JAst tae good disposition 


of the people of that portion of the country is 
an additional reason why they need, and should 
have. Representatives of their own in Congress, 
to explain their condition, reply to accusations, 
and assist, by their local knowledce, in the per- 
fecting of measures immediately affecting them- 
selves. While the liberty of deliberation would 
then be free, and Congress would have full 
power to decide -according to its judgment, 
there could be no objection urged that the States 
most interested had not been permitted to be 
heard. The principle is firmly fixed in the 
minds of the American people, that there should 
be no taxation without representation. Great 
burdens have now to be borne by all the coun- 
try, and we may best demand that they shall be 
borne without murmur when they are voted by 
a majority of the representatives of all the peo- 
ple. I would not interfere with the unques- 
tionable right of Congress to judge, each house 
for itself, "of the elections, returns, and qualifi- 
cations of its own members." But that author- 
ity cannot be construed as including the right 
to shut out, in time of peace, any State from the 
representation to which it is entitled by the 
Constitution. At present all the people of eleven 
States are excluded — those who were most faith- 
ful during the war not less than others. The 
State of Tennessee, for instance, whose authori- 
ties engaged in rebellion, was restored to all her 
constitutional relations to the Union by the pa- 
triotism and energy of her injured and betrayed 
people. Before the war was brought to a ter- 
mination they had placed themselves in rela- 
tions with the General Government, had estab- 
lished a State government of their own, and/as 
they were not included in the emancipation proc- 
lamation, they, by their own act, had amended 
their constitution so as to abolish slavery within 
the limits of their State. I know no reason why 
the State of Tennessee, for Example, should not 
fully enjoy *' all her constitutional relations to 
the United States." 

The President of the United States stands to- 
wards the country in a somewhat different atti- 
tude from that of any member of Congress. 
Each member of Congress is chosen from a sin- 
gle district or State ; the President is chosen by 
the people of all the States. As eleven States 
are not at this time represented in either branch 
of Congress, it would seem to be his duty, on 
all proper occasions, to present their just claims 
to Congress. There always will be differences 
of opinion in the community, and individuals 
may be guilty of transgressions of the law, but 
these do not constitute valid objections against 
the right of a State to representation. I would 
in nowise interfere with the discretion of Con- 

fress with regard to the qualifications of mem- 
ers ; but I hold it my duty to recommend to 
you, in the interests of peace and in the interests 
of Union, tbe admission of every State to its 
share in public legislation, when, however in- 
subordinate* insurgent, or rebellious its peopje 
may have been, it presents itself not only in an 
attitude of .loyalty and harmony, but in the 
persons of representatives whose loyalty can- 
not be questioned under any Existing constitu- 
tional or legal test. It is plain that an indefinite 
or permanent j^xclusion of* any part of the 
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country from representation mnat be aftt?mied 
b^ a apirit of disquiet and complaint. 'It if an- 
niea and dangerous to pursue a course of meau- 
nrea wbioh will unite a very large section of the 
country againat another section of the country, 
hqweyer much the latter may piepoa derate. 
The course of emigration, the developmijnt of 
industry and business, and natural causi:.;, will 
raise up at the South meu as devoted to ihs 
Uaion as those of any other part of the laud. 
But if they are all eicludad from Congrc?f) ; if, 
in a permanent statute, they are declniL^d not 
to be in full cooatitational relations to tlie 


u feeling and 
Government. Under the political education of 
the American pecple, the idea is inherent and 
aodineradicable, that the conaentoftheraajotity 
of- the whole people is necessary to secure j. 
vrilline acquiescence in legislation. 

Tlie oill under consideration refers to certaiu 
of the States as though they had not "been 
fally restored in all their constitutional rtlatioEis 
to the United States." If they have not, let as 
at once act together to secure that desirikble end 
at the earlieet possible nloment. It is hardly 
"" ' inform Congteaa that, in my 

a depends upon their own action, ]vj.\l- 
already beaQ fully restored, and are to be Jf-'-nic-l 
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Eeasoniog from the 


• In respoiMO to tbig mggeallen, llila action Imik plain hi 
C"BgtMai 

Vhea BeproMBtatlves ihaU bs Admitted from 

Btatet declared in luanrrsotiDn, 

Ih Hoube. 

February 20, 1866— Mr.Stevens, from Iha 
■ Committee on Baco as t ruction, reported this 
concurrent resolutions 

Eeiohtd by thi Souse nf Eapreieiitatm^, 
(the Senate concurring,) That, in order ti close 
iigitation upon a question which seems liktily t<i 
disturb the action of the Government, aa well 
as to quiet the nccertainty which is Egjtiitiu;^ 
the raiuQB of the people of the eleven Wtate-f 
irhichhava b^en declared to he in iusurreutioa, 
no Senator or Representative shall be aduulted 
into either branch of Congress from any (.-f s-aiil 
States until Congress shall have ileclared sucli 
State entitled to such repreecutation. 

Which waa agreed to— yeas 109, naya 40, hb 
follow : 

Te>8— Mnin. AlUmn, Atidaraon, JamM H. AbM :>;, U,ikn, 
Baldwin, Buiki. Baxter, Iiesinnn,BeiiJanilD,Bi<]>-i..ll, Uliig- 


Sawu, DefreH, 




*^S?lT 


Blgby. Eoltnt-B, Hooper, Hotuhk 
ChutEr D. Habb>rd,I)emulIublB 


n, LoDgjeur, Ljnel 
McRoer. Mor— 
yen, O-NoHl, 
«, Pomwoy, P 


n, Woodbiliigo— IW. 


Conatitution itself, and from tbe actnal situ 
of the country, I feel not only entitled, but I 
to assume that, with the federal courts reel 
and those of the several States in the full 
cise of their functions, the rights and inter 
all classes of the people will, with the aidi 
military in cases of resistance to the lai 
essentially protected against nnconstitn 
infringement or violation. 'Should this ( 
tation unhappily fail, which I do not anti< 
than the Eiacutiva is already fully arme< 
the powers conferred by the act of^ March 
establishing the Fteedmon'a Bnrean, and 
after, ae heretofore, he can employ the lai 
naval forces of the country to suppress ins 
tion or to overcome obstructions t<i the Isi 

In accordance with the Gonatitntion I ; 
the bill to the Senate, "in the earueathops 
measure involving questions and intere 
important to the country will not become 
nnlesa, upon deliberate consideration by th 
pie, it shall receive the sanction of an enligt 
publicjudgtnent. Asdhew Jonii 

WiSHISOTON, Fehmary 19, 1866. 

Copy at the Bill Tetosd. 

An Act to amend an act entitled " An i 

eatablieb a Bureau for the relief of Free 

and Refugeea," and for other purposes. 

Bs U enacted, A,c. , That the act to es tab 


Nafj— Mhbtb. Bergtn, Bovvr.Snoktt ChamieTj C 
Lawian, Eidridffe, «nct, GlaiAraiiur, Goodyear, 
Hale, ^oron Saraing, Hogan, Bwiaiknif, Kerr, L 
HatihaU, IkCulIiiugli, NdhfJI. NUOaOo, ItSOtlKm, . 
Raifard, Sxrmfl J. AoiKfali, R^mond, sater, 
Ran, RoDBUu. ^coMtn, SUarcma, Bmith, Taber, 
ISomton. Trimblx, Vaorhxa, Wlmlej-, Wiigkt—Vi. 

February 21 — A motion to reconsidi 
abovo vote having heen entered, Mr. SI 
moved tolay it on thetablo ; which was c 
to— yeas 108, nays 38, as follow : 

Tl.B— W™™. AlllKD, Anilorwn, Delof R. Aible; 




iid.Beader W.Cluki 
lukliog, Cook, Cullom, Dawes, DefrsM, DemiDE. Do 
DrlgB«,Di.iuoiit,Bqkl«j-.EM;]«!ton,Bllol, Parqokr. 
Garflsld, Grliinsll,Grl«iimiarAl.iisrC, Harding, H»it, 
HtiDdwaOD. Higby, Hotniee, Uoopcr, AHhal W. Bi 
Semai Uutibard. Jr, Jobn U. Uabbard, Jamti K. B 
HulUnrd. lngermll, Jeiiske>.JullHn,Eellev.EetDla 
Un. Geoire V. Laimnce, William Lawrence, L<nui,iS 
Lj'ucb, U:intDn, Marvin, McCIurg, Uclndos, UcRde 
- - ■'--ili™l,HorrUL,MoiTla,Mou]lon,0'N«ll,Qnli. 


». Pits, 1 


V1'M\ 


Th*jer,>rancl. Tboma^, Jobn'L. Thomai.Jr, T^w 

a''wMbb™raeTwil'l'la^'B. Wuhbum, Welier^lnl 
WllUuns,Jaiu« F, Wilson, Bt«pbeiiP. Wllaou, Wii 

Nits— Men™. .^nwBo, Birgm. Bojin-, Broola, C 
Dautim, Delano, Dentton, Eldriiige, Finck, Glouh 
Goodyear, Grider, BnlnrtS. Ilnle. Hogai, Ed<oin N. I 
Jama i/.BIamhreii, Em-, lAlhain, JlarthaU, Mea 
VavoU, Xibleae, NiOielmn, Notil, Flielpi, Roifori, 
Bogen, Eoii^V/iaiitaa,^inUdiii,Silgnata,SirBiitt 
Taylor, IWnijfc, Whidej-39. 

March S^The Seit ATE passed the reaolul 
yeaa 29, naya 18, as follow ; 

Yiia— Measra. Anthony, Brown. Chandler, Clar) 
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for the relief of freedmen and refugees, 
'ed March three, eighteen hundred and 
ve, shall continue in force until otherwise 
ed by law, and shall extend to refugees 
sedmen in all parts of the United States ; 
3 President may divide the section of coun- 
Ltaining such refugees and freedmen into 
s, each containing one or more States, 

exceed twelve in number, and, by and 
le advice and consent of the Senate, ap- 
,n assistant commissioner for each of said 
8, who shall give like bond, receive the 
isation, and perform the duties prescribed 

and the act to which this is an amend- 
or said bureau may, in the discretion of 
)sident, be placed under a commissioner 
sistant commissioners, to be detailed from 
ay ; in which event each officer so assigned 
'• shall serve without increase of pay or 
Qces. 

2. That the commissioner, with the ap- 
of the President, and wnen the same 

e necessary for the operations of the bu- 
lay divide each district into a number of 
tricts, not to exceed the number of coun- 
parishes in such district, and shall assign 
i 0ub-district at least »one agent, either a 
, officer of the army, or enlisted man, 
: an officer, shall serve without additional 
isation or allowance, and if a citizen or 
i man, shall receive a lalary of not less 
ve hundred dollars nor more than twelve 
id dollars annually, according to the ser- 
•endered, in full compensation for such 
8 ; and such agent shall, before entering 

duties of his office, take the oath pre- 
. in the first section of the act to which 
an amendment. And the commissioner 
vhen the same shall be necessary, assign 
h assistant commissioner not exceeding 
clerks, and to each of said agents one 
at an annual salary not exceeding one 
nd dollars each, provided suitable clerks 

be detailed from the army. And the 
3nt of the United States, through the War 
,ment and the commissioner, shall extend 
y jurisdiction and protection over all em- 
, agents, and officers of this bureau in the 
\e of the duties imposed or authorized by 
it or the act to which this is additional. 

3. That tke Secretary of War may direct 
ssues of provisions, clothing, fuel, and 
supplies, including medical stores and 
Drtation, and affora such aid, medical or 
ise, as he may deem needful for the im- 
e and temporary shelter and supply of 
te and safifering refagees and freedmen, 
/ives and children, under such rules and 
bions as he may direct: Provided, That 
son shall be deemed "destitute," "suffer- 
r " dependent upon the Government for 
t," within the meaning of this act, who, 
able to find employment, could by proper 
ry and exertion^avoid such destitution, 
ig, or dependence. 

4. That the President is hereby author- 
) reserve from sale, or from settlement, 
the homestead or pre-emption laws, and to 
irt for the use of freedmen and loyal refu- 
aale or female, unoccupied public lands in 


Florida, Mississippi, Alabama, Louisiana, and 
Arkansas, not exceeding in all three millions of 
acres of good land; and the commissioner, under 
the direction of the President, shall cause the 
same from time to time to be allotted and as- 
signed, in parcels not exceeding forty acres each, 
to the loyal refugees and freedmen, who shall be 
protected in the use and enjoyment thereof for 
such term of time and at such annual rent as 
may be agreed on between the commissioner and 
such refugees or freedmen. The rental shall be 
based upon a valuation of the land, to be ascer- 
tained in such manner as the commissioner may, 
under the direction of the President, by regulation 
prescribe. At the end of such term, or sooner, 
if the commissioner shall assent thereto, the 
occupants of any parcels so assigned, their heirs 
and assigns, may pui'chase the land and receive 
a title thereto from the United States in fee, upon 
paying therefor the value of the land ascertained 
as aforesaid. 

Seo. 5. That the occupants of land under 
Major General Sherman's Special field order, 
dated at Savannah, January sixteen, eighteen 
hundred and sixty-five, are hereby confirmed in 
their possession for the period of three years 
from tlie date of said order, and no person shall 
be disturbed in or ousted from saia possession 
during said three years, unless a settlement shall 
be made with said occupant, by the former 
owner, his heirs or assigns, satisfactory to the 
commissioner of the Freedmen's Bureau : JPro- 
vided, That whenever the former owners of lands 
occupied under General Sherman's field order 
shall make application for restoration of said 
lands, the commissioner is hereby authorized, 
upon the agreement and with the Written con- 
sent of said occupants, to procure other 'lands 
for them by rent or purchase, not exceeding forty 
acres for each occupant, upon the terms and con- 
ditions named in section four of this act, or to 
set apart for them, out of the public lands as- 
signed for that p^pose in section four of this 
act, forty acres eaRi, upon the same terms and 
conditions. 

Sec. 6. That the commissioner shall, under the 
direction of the President, procure in the name 
of the United States, by grant or purchase, such 
lands within the districts aforesaid as may be 
required for refugees and freedmen dependent on 
the Government lor support ; and he shall pro- 
vide or cause to be erected suitable buildings for 
asylums and schools. But no such purchase 
shall be made, nor contract for the same entered 
into, nor other expense incurred, until after ap- 
propriations shall have been provided by Con- 
gress for such purposes. And no payment shall 
be made for lands purchased under this section, 
except for asylums and schools, from any moneys 
not specifically appropriated therefor. And tne 
commissioner shall cause such lands from time 
to time to be valued, allotted, assigned, and sold 
in manner and form provided in the fourth sec- 
tion of this act, at a price not less than the cost 
thereof to the United States. 

Seo. 7. That whenever in any State or district 
in which the ordinary course of judicial pro- 
ceedings has been interrupted by the rebellion, 
and wherein, in consequence of any State or 
local law, ordinance, police or other regulation, 


n 

custom, or prejuJice, any of tliB civil rights oi 
immuDitiBS belonging to whits pereona, inclu- 
ding Lherigljt to malie and enforce contracts, to 
iue, ba parties, and give evidence, to intierit, 
pttroLaee, leiise, sell, hold and convey real and 

EersonaJ ptopertj, and to have full and e([ual 
enefit of all iawa aod pioceedinss for the 
security of person and estate, iniduding the 
constitutional right of bearing arms, aie refused 
or denied to negroes, mulattDss, freedmen, tefu- 
geea, or any other persons, on account of race, 
color, or any previous condition of slavery oi 
involuntary servitude, or wherein they or any 
of them are subjected to auy other or different 
pnoishment, pains, or penalties, for the 
sion of any act or ofienca than 
for white persons committing lik 
ces, it shall be the duty of Oie President of the 
United States, through the commissioner, 1 
tend military protection and jurisdiction 
all coses affecting such persons so discriminated 
against. 

Sec. 8. That any person who, under color of 
any State or local law, ordinance, police, or other 
regulation or custom, shall, in any State or dis- 
trict in which the ordinary course of judicial 
proceedings has' bean interrupted by the rebel- 
lion, subject, or causa to be jauDjeoted, any negro, 
mulatto, freedman, refugee, or other person, on 
account of race or color, or any previ'"is con- 
dition of slavery or involuntajj' servi , 3e, or 
for any other cause, to the deprivation of any 
civil right secured to white persons, or to any 
other or diSerenb punishment than white per- 
sons are subject to for the commission of like 
acts or oftoncoa, shall be deemed guilty of a 
misdemeanor, and be punished by fine not ex- 
ceeding one thousand dollars, or imprisonment 
not exceeding one year, or both ; and it shall be 
the duly of the officers and agents of this bu- 
reau to take jurisdiction of, and hear and deter- 
mine all offences comniitted against the provi- 
sions of this section, and also of all cases affect- 
ing negroes, mulattoes, freAnen, refugees, or 
o^er persons wlio are discriminated against in 
any ot tlio particulars mentioned in the prece- 
ding section of this act, under such rules and 
regulations as the Fresidentof the United States, 
through the War Department, shall prescribe. 
The jurisdiction conferred by this and the pre- 
ceding section on the officers and agents of this 
bnreau shall cease and determine whenever the 
disorimination on account of which it is con- 
ferred ceases, and in no event to be exorcised in 
any State in which the ordinary course of judi- 
cial iirooeedinga has not been interrupted by the 
rebellion, nor in any such State after said State 
shaU have been fully restored in all il^ couistitn- 
tional relations to the United States, and the 
courts of the State and of the United States 
within the same are not disturbed or stopped in 
Uie peaceable course of justice. 

Seo. 9. That all acts, or parts of acts, incon- 
sistent with tbe provisions of this act, are here- 
by repealed. 

The votes on passing this bill were : 
Is Hesajb. 

1860, January 25— The hill passed— yea« 37, 
nays 10, as follow : 
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ble;, Baku, Baldvin, Dulu, 
»inii..nidw8l1,Ej Dgluus, BUdD. 
cLI, Broomall, Bimdj, 


:s, Bldiiej Clitike, Od1j1>, ConUln^Cook, __ 
Davis, !Da.wea, IiefreeB, BeJuoo, l>iiniii(, D 
, DriKga, DuDiout, Eckloy, EggteMon, KllStl 
-. ._, _ 4rqnhar, Ftiry, Oarflclrl, brlunell, OrinpoU, L_ 
Abner C, Uu-dlng, Hart. Hares, Uenderaini, ffiabj, ■ 
nolida. Hmper, UoIchkisB, Aubsl W. HqbliuinM 
D. Hubliard. Dtmoe lluHbarH, Jobn H. nubbard.laBA 
Hubboll. JudcB nDmpbrev, luRernitl, Jsnctta. JaUtblil 
__. „_„__ ,._,__ „....__ lEoj^gndall, LiBIn, U^ 

91 Jjunrencp. Loan, IdUM ^ 
McUlurg. Mcludoe, iQu i 
orb«d.Ilorrill, SionHiS ,, 

"■ " M3Si 


111, Keller, K«la>,Eel< 


ion, Ujien, Nswell, VNtdll, Orth, 
Pbe]pg,Pik«, Plnnli, FDmecaj, F 
Itajmoiid, Aleinodsr H. RCce, in 


lUibert T. Vnn n> 
UllIU^ JaniH F. WUb 


B. Waihbn 
WbdQ, H 


Brtidkt, Cluniler, Daiaiai, BHit > 
-idcr. 'Aanm Sardixa, BBril,» Jf. 

rmwItren.StTT.LaM '"' 

SfilHack, JWeSijfton, jr»*t awil"" 
■ "— " -1, S»iiitl^|rln 


gan, EdmnN. BiMml,Jaim U. Bmwliren, £e 
JIarthan, UcOuiiaigh, JVibla-'- --■-!-■—- ■■ 

J. BaiulaU, RUtir, Bagtn, , , ,., 

Silffrtattt, Smuc, Ibbr, Ibulor, TltonUim, IHrikI 
ffn-ffM— 88. W 

February 21 — In Senate, the vote on pMaii|l^ 
the bill, notwithstanding the objections oftbr 
Freeident, was — yeas 30, nays 18, as follow: V 
TlIS— Hnsn. ADthDdj.Brown.Clwidlsr.CUrk, CobihI 
CroglD, CreiHall. l^EHaiideii, loaur, Urimea, EhiU, Hi 


11, Nj-e. P 




Idon, aprn^DB, SnniDor, TmiDbulI, Wade, WiUlami, Wlln 
TMei-a]. 

ffiiMrie, Hrjidricki, Jahaiaa, ilcDongaU, koigan,' A'in4 
Norlun, SidiOi, ^ujilury, gtewarl, aoelcbn, Vu WlaU^ 
WUlej— 18. 
Two-thirds not having voted therefor, thsbOl 

Tato of the CiTll Bighti BUI, Kuoh 2T, IMS. 

To the Senate of the United States ; 

I regret that the bill which has passed bott 
Houses of Congress, entitled .' An act to protect 
all persons in the United States in their citS 
rights, and furnish tbe means of their vincUc*- 
tion," contains provisions which I cannot ap- 
prove, consistently with my sense of duty to tM 
whole people, and my obligations to the Consti- 
tution of the United States. lam thereforecon- 
strained to return it to tbe Senate, the house in 
which it originated, with my objeotions to it* 
becoming a law. 

By the first section of the bill all persons hom 
in the United States, and not subject to any for- 
eign power, excluding Indians not taxed, are da- 
olared ,to be citizens of the United States. Thi 
ieion comprebonds the Chinese of tbe Pa- 
cific States, Indians subject to taxation, the peo- 
ple called Gipsies, as well as the entire racsdse- 
ignated as blacks, people ot color, negroes, mu- 
lattoes, and perjons of African blood. Every 
individual ot these races, bom in the United 
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'om tho judicial department of the States 
'ed and exclusive duty of judicial decision, 
ivertfi the State jud^e into a mere minis- 
flSifter, bound to decide according to the 
Congress. 

clear that, in States which dejwr to per- 
lose rights are secured by the SKt section 
Dill any one of those rights, all criminal 
il cases affecting them will, by the pro- 
of the third section, come under the ex- 
cognizance of the federal tribunals. It 
that if, in any State which denies to a 
person any one of all those rights, that 
mould commit a crime against the laws 
ate — murder, arson, rape, or any other 
•all protection and punishment through 
rts of the State are taken away, and he 
Ly be tried and punished in the federal 

How is the criminal to be tried ? If 
nee is provided for and punished by.fed- 
r, that law, and not the State law, is to 
It is only when the oflfence does not 
to be within the purview of federal law 
e federal courts are to try and punish 
ier any other law. Then resort is to be 

the •' common law, as modified and 
l" by State legislation, "so far as the 
not inconsistent with the Constitution 
rs of the United States." So that over 
<t domain of criminal jurisprudence pro- 
y each State for thp protection of its own 
, and for the punishment of all persons 
>late its criminal laws, federal law, when- ^ 

whl\^61'"rt"ii'necessary" that tEey should 
lared citizens, in order that they "may be 
i in tho enjoyment of the civil rights pro- 
to be conferred by the bill ? Those richts 
r federal as well as State laws, secured to 
niciled aliens and foreigners, even before 
mpletion of the process of naturalization ; 
:; may safely be assumed that the same 
lents are sumcient to give like protection 
mefits to those for whom this bill provides 
I legislation. Besides, the policy of the 
nraent, from its origin to the present time, 
to have been that persons who are stran- 
> and unfamiliar with our institutions and 
wff should pass through a certain pl:oba- 
;t the end of which, before attaining the 
d prize, they must give evidence of their 
to receive and to exercise the rights of cit- 
as contemplated by the Constitution of the 
i States. The bill, in eJGfect, proposes a 
Qination against large numbers of intelli- 
fv'orthy, and patriotic foreigners, and in 
of the negro, to whom, after long years of 
ge, the avenues to freedom and intelligence 
)U8t now been suddenly opened. He must, 
lessity, from his previous unfortunate con- 
of servitude, be' less informed as to the 
5 and character of our institutions than he 
loming from abroad, has to some extent, 
jt, familiarized himself with the principles 
government to which he voluntarily in- 
"life, liberty, and the pursuit of happi- 
Yet it is now proposed, by a single leg- 
e enactment, to confer the rights of citi- 
ipon all persons of African descent born 
1 the extended limitis of the United States, 


land their home, must undergo a probation of five • 
< years, and can only then become citizens upon 
(proof that they are "of good moral character, 
attached to the principles of the Constitution of 
the United States, and well disposed to the good 
■ order and happiness of the same." 
! The first section of the bill also contains an 
^ enumeration of the rights to be enjoyed by these 
I classes, so made citizens, "in every State and 
J Territory in the United States." These rights 
^are, "to make and enforce contracts, to sue, be 
^parties, and give evidence ; to inherit, purchase, 
Mease, sell, hold, and convey real and personal 
t property ;" and to have "full and equal benefit of 
^ all laws and proceedings for the security of person 
^and property as is enjoyed by white citizens." 
8 So, tooi tney are made subject to the same punish- 
^ ments, pains, and penalties in common witli white 
^citizens, and to none other. Thus a perfect 
^equality of the white and colored races is at- 
I tempted to be fixed by federal law in every State 
^ of the Union, over the vast field of State jurisdic- 
tion covered by these enumerated rights. In no 
^'one of these can any State ever exercise any 
^ power of discrimination between the different 
t- races. In the exercise of State policy over mat- 
^' ters exclusively affecting the people of each State, 
S it has frequently been thought expedient to dis- 
^ criminate oetween the two races. By the stat- 
"^ utes of some of the States, northern well as south- 
^ ren, it is enacted, for instance, that no white 
^ person shall intermarry with a negro or mulatto. 
Ukancellor Kent says, speaking of the blacks, that 
" marriages between them and the whites are for- 
bidden in some of the States where slavery does 
not exist, and they are prohibited in all the slave- 
holding States ; and when not absolutely contrary 
to law, they are revolting, and regarded as an 
offence against public decorum." 

I do not say that this bill repeals State laws 
on the subject of marriage between the two races ; 
for, as the whites are forbidden to intermarry 
with the blacks, the blacks can only make such 
contracts as the whites themselves are allowed to 
make, and therefore connot, under this bill, enter 
into the marriage contract with the whites. I 
cite this discrimination, however, as an instance 
of the State policy as to discrimination, and to in- 
quire whether, if Congress can abrogate all State 
laws of discrimination between the two races in 
the matter of real estate, of suits, and of contracts 
generally. Congress may not also repeal the State 
laws as to the contract of marriage between 
the two races ? Hitherto every subj ect embraced 
in the enumeration of rights contained in this 
bill has been considered as exclusively belonginc 
to the States. They all relate to the internal 
police and economy of the respective States. They 
are matters which in each State concern the do- 
mestic condition of its people, varying in each 
according to its own pb^uliar circumstances and 
the safety and well-being of its own citizens. I 
do not mean to say that upon all these subjects 
there are not federal restraints — as, for instance, 
in the State power of legislation over contracts, 
there is a federal limitation that no State shall 
pass a law impairing the obligations of contracts ; 
and, as to crimes, that no State shall pass an est 
post facto law ; and, as to money, that no State 


persons of foreign birth, who make oor shall make anything but gold and silver a legal 
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custom, or projudicc, any of the civil rights or 
imiuuuiiied btlunging to ivLito pcisous, inclu- 
iliuji dig right to mako and enforco coatracU, to 
I'm.-, be poitius, aud give evidunca, to inherit, 
purcharu, Uiuc, ecll, hold and coovc; real aad 
IHjriKisul Tivoparty, and to have full and equal 
buDbtii of all lan'S and proceedings for the 
Bcciu'it}' of T'orscn and o»tate, including the 
Cuniililiitioual right of bearing arms, ore refosed 
or dunUid to iiegroee, mulattoea, freedmen, refn- 
gcsB, or any olUer persons, on account of race, 
color, or any previoaa condition of slavery or 
involuntary eorvitude, or wherein they or any 
of them are enbjected to any other or different 
punishment, pains, or penaltiea, fortheconunii- 
aion of any act or oSence than are preecribed 
for white persona committing like acta or " 

cos, it shall he the duty of the Freaidaat 

United States, through the commiHionv, to ax- 
tend military protection and johsdic^an om 
all cases affecting each peieona ~ " — '~- — '-^ 
against „oi.i- «».. 

Aeo. 8. That any perHn who, nnder odlor of ntiv^^muhi,"!?!-.... 
anyStato orlocal law, ordinance, police,or otter H«7™iid, Alwamlw fl. liter 
regulation or custom, ahajl, in any State or dii- ^bH^™^*!^ 
trict in nhich the ordinary comae of jndicial L.Thuiiuu>'.~ 
proceedings has' been interrnpted bytjiar^>el- "-'-■'" 
lion, subject, or cause to beaabjaotad, any negro. 
mulatto, freedman, refngea, or atbar ponar 
account of race or color, oi.any prp^' 
dition of slavery or utvolontn'-' 
for anj" other caoaa, to (''' 


FoitsT. Qrimu Brurii, Qmdenon, Iloirud, IlDWb Kia ^ 
wood, Lano of iDdlADft, Iadb af Kuibu. UoreiD.McTi^ 
NortoD, Sjo, Poltad. PomcroT, RarnHT, Shnnian, Sinni 
Btawurt, SimiBa', ^bnmbuU, Tu nioUs, Walt, M 1U>m 
Wilfon, Tiitcs-W. 

Kxn— Umri. BuOcaTea, DarU, Oiithrlt, Haiii^ 
Jokfuai, IfcBWymi, iK&m awlttwir, Sootten, Wti^ 

Ih Hocse. 
February 6 — The bill passed — yeaa 
33, as foUow; 
TaiS—Uwn. AUsT, AlIlHii, AmM, An<1onRjn. Dclat 

AiUav, June* U. Aahtav, Bakci " 

Buter, l>wiDBD,Bcii]MDlu,BLdn 

BontvAll, Snu]i]ft£fte, UroiiiwClL, , ^, 

LO, ffidngj Ulufcr, Oobis l.'uiiklin|[, Cuuk, 
DavH UiwH, Uaftvo, Urluno. Unat - 


BobdOV,! 


rmlui; Ukl 
i,l!lio(.?<m 


ItoBMi*, Mnn, DdbhhiI, Eddcf, Xuidn 

irirtb,tvqnEiir,FcR]r,l]iiiaeld, UrtencIUtliinruHBk 
AtMcCHudlna, llart, IIbjn, UcD'tRsm, Uljibj, H 
"-'nML Hooper, IluliLlEba, Aislirl W. IIuliliuJ. Cluw 
[oUsnl, Uuuu llnUMnl, Jubn U. llDUwd, JumI 
tan, Amn lIUDplin?, luer. mi]], Jcncb*. JiUln.b 
■<Hi,Kril*TiK>lM,Cetcliuii,Knj'k<qiiliill. LuUlu, Uk« 
fioDisB T. Lnwn'iHK', VVUUum Luvn-aris Likn, liasrit 
Ijn^ Uanliin, Morvio, MwlDrR. Mi'lsilur, llika 
■oBair, HomiCk Ulillur. SMrht«>l. llunlll, v-^' v ^ 
ton, IlTHi, Kowi^ O'Kclll, Orlh. t^liir. I>utl'-: 


' , III. Kurt TuillMll - 

l,Jjll[llUll. WudHOKl'-. 

i-nlwi)r)li, Wliiilrl, n - 


«.£*«*, 


r diff-T' 


I, ^ui. K-n-wii 


. * ■"■'.■ 

i'\i<.iiiii: M future 


■,;.-h inav conflict 

.'Vii.-;-!' 

I1.1W u 

mli-r con- 


iiniorrt 

ting »uch 

|."v iinl'wm^ lil 

and iu- 

i;-si.;.Vi.. 

n> irbo 

may paw 

». i>r up 

n tlio 

ilFi'.tr* or 

ornttomj 

•:;-';" 

ill cm into 


. ._,,. ,, , tiflit-ial olfcncn — not a 

',V.-'"- 'i\ iTiiii'' rt'iiiiuitit'd aipiinst law upon the 
I,''-^['iisi>rpn.iwriviif liifllilnrkrocp. Such an 
\ ■ luiy di'i'rivi'ir"'l>ln>kiOiin«>fhia property, 
i.'i'i 11.11 i.f 111.- rialit to liolJ pr.ii.irly. It means 
« di'iirivntiiin o( tlif ri,!ht il*'-lf. cither by the 
Puiti' imiii'iary or lUo Stale h-pi-ilalure. It is 
tlicri't'orii nwuined Hull under thU section mem- 
l<i>ni i'[ ^lale lo|;ii>Iaturcs who ebuuld vole for 
liiwi i'inillii'li"S with the provisions of the bill, 
tliiit iiidf!« of the ftate court* who should ren- 
der jii<J^iu<>iitK in anla;-onii'ra with ibi terms, and 
Ihiit iiiiirKhalK and ^boritfs who should, as minia- 
ii'ri;il I'lliiTrs, I'xecnte iiroccases Funciioned by 
JiiiHi- l;i\vs and JMucd by Siaio judges in eiecn- 
iiiui iif tbi'ir judgmental could bobrought before 
othur tribunals, and there subjected to fir" ■""' 


J._ibauLM , ju. 

.'. !ii;it(<rj ari-iTij wiiliin ilicir juriiiiiivtiiiB. 
■.. '. :i >iii1y to tlin resiriction ttiut, iu ca<M « 
.' 'Mlu't with tbu C> I institution niid conflitntioiul 
'..iwti iif tbo United States, the latti'r fhonU n 
iii'ld 10 bo the sujirume law of the laml. 

i'lio tliird neotiou gives Hie di'triM courts d 
tho Uuitcd States escLosivc ''ciigiii/micu of all 
crinii'S and offoui^cs committed a;^aiii)<t the I'ro- I 
visions of tlii» out," and concurrout jtirisdieiiK I 
with tlio circuit courts of the ITniind Siatvid I 
all civil and criminal ca;e« " air<'<>tin'j jiersopt 
wlio are diinidl. or cannut onfori'D ill iliu cuiiru ' 
judiiiint tribunals of tlie Siiitu or locality 
iCTO thty may be, any of the rights i^t.Tur'.'il to 
thum by the hrxt section." Tim <'i>ii'!iiruL-tien 
which I have given to the second Foction ii 
strengthened by this third section, fur it in:ik«> 
clear what kind of denial or deprivation of tu* 
rights secured by llio first section was iu con- 
templation. It is a denial ur deiirivatitin of such 
rights " iu ilio courts or iudiciul tribiiiiiili of ih« 
State." It stands, therufore, clear nf doubt tliai 
the otTenco and the penalties i.rovide'l in tht 
second section are intended for the State judge, 
who, in tlio clear exercise of his functiuna a' a 
judsc, not acting ministerially but jivliuiatly, 
shall decide contrary to this ffideral law. la 
other words, when a State judj-o, ai-ling ujinn s 
question involvingaoonflictWtweiiiiaSiateUff 
and a federal law, and bound, oci-onliiig to hi| 
own judgment and responsibility, to give an 
imparlial decision between the two, C'Iuu-s t'l the 
conclusion lliat the State law i:< valid and the 
fi'doral law is invalid, be must not follow the 
dictate of hi' own judiiment. at the pi'ril iif fine 
and impri^onmcot. The logishi live liopartmont 
of the Uovornmcnt of the United States thus 
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om tho judicial department of the States 
ed and ozclusive duty of judicial decision, 
verts the State jud^e into a mere minis- 
Beer, bound to decide according to the 
Congress. 

3lear that, in States which deojr to per- 
lose rights are secured by the firet section 
)ill any one of those rights, all criminal 
il cases affecting them will, by the pro- 
oi the third section, come under the ex- 
cognizance of the federal tribunals. It 
that if, in any State which denies to a 

S arson any one of all those rights, that 
ould commit a crime against the laws 
site — murder, arson, rape, or any other 
all protection and punishment through 
:ts of the State are taken away, and he 
y be tried and punished in the federal 

How is the criminal to be tried ? If 
ice is provided for and punished by.fed- 
r, that law, and not the State law, is to 

It is only when the oflfence does not 
to be within the purview of federal law 
9 federal courts are to try and punish 
ier any other law. Then resort is to be 

the " common law, as modified and 
r* by State legislation, "so far as the 
not inconsistent with the Constitution 
^s of the United States." So that over 
t domain of criminal jurisprudence pro- 
y each State for the protection of its own 
, and for the puuCshment of all persons 
>late its criminal laws, federal law, when- 
)&n be made to apply, displaces State law. 
sstion here naturally arises, from what 
Congress derives the power»to transfer to 
ribunals certain classes of cases embraced 
jection ? The Constitution expressly de- 
hat the judicial power of the United 
'shall extend to all eases in law and 
arising under this Constitution, the laws 
nited States, and treaties made, or which 
made under their authority ; io all cases 
y ambassadors, other public ministers and 
; to all cases of admiralty and maritime 
bion; to controversies to which the 
States shall be a party ; to controversies 
I two or more States, between a State 
zens of another State, between citizens 
'ent States, between citizens of the same 
.aiming land under grants of different 
^nd between a State, or the citizens thero- 

foroign States, citizens, or subjects," 
le j udicial power of the United States is 
y set forth and defined ; and the act of 
Der 24, 1789, establishing the judicial 
if the United States, in conferring upon, 
ral courts jurisdictioi^ver cases origi- 
in State tribunals, is Rueful to confine 
) the classes enumerated in the above- 
clause of the Constitution. This section 
)ill undoubtedly comprehends cases and 
zes the exerciM of powers that are not, 
Constitution, within the jurisdiction of 
irts of .the United States. To transfer 
) those courts would be an exercise of 
ty .well calculated to excite* distrust and 
n the part of all the States ; for the bill 
alike to all of them — as well to those 
ve as to those that have not baen engaged 
.lion. 


It may be assninod that this authority is in- 
cident to the power granted to Congress by the 
Constitution, as recently amended, to eniorcei, 
by appropriate legislation, the article declaring 
that *• neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, 
except 'as a punishment for crime whereof the 
party shall have been duly convicted, shall exist 
within the United States, or any place subject 
to their jurisdiction." It cannot, nowever, be 
justly claimed that, with a view to the enforce- 
ment of this article of the Constitution, there is 
at present any necessity for thQ exercise of all 
the powers which this bill confers. Slavery has 
been abolished, and at present nowhere exists 
within the jurisdiction oi the United States ; nor 
has there been, nor is it likely there will be, any 
attempt to revive it by the people or the States. 
If, however, any such attempt shall be made, it 
will then become the duty of the General Gov- 
ernment to exercise any and all incidental 
powers necessary and proper to maintain invio- 
late this great constitutional law of froe^iom. 

The fourth section of the bill provides that 
officers and agents of the Freedmen's Bureau 
shall be empowered to make arrests, and also 
that other ofiicers may be specially commissioned * 
for that purpose by the President of the United 
States, it also authorizes circuit courts of the 
Uiiited States and the superior courts of the 
Territories to appoint, without limitation, com- 
miseioners, who are to be charged with the per- 
formance of qvxisi judicial duties. The fifth 
section empowers the commissioners so to be 
selected by the courts to appoint in writing, 
under their liandj^, one or more suitable persons 
from time to time to execute warrants and other 
processes described by the bill. These numerous 
official agents are made to constitute a sort of 
police, in addition to the military, and are au- 
thorized to summon a posse comitatua^ and even 
to call to their aid such portion of the land and 
naval forces of the United States, or of the mili- 
tia, " as may be necessary to the performance of 
the duty with which they are char^jed." This 
extraorainary power is to be conferred upon 
agents irresponsible to the Government and to 
the people, to whose number the discretion of 
the commissioners is the only limit, and in whose 
hands such authority might be made a terrible 
engine of wrong, oppression, and fraud. The 
general statutes regulating the land and naval 
lorces of the United States, the militia, and the 
execution of the laws, are believed to be ade- 
(^uate for every emergency which can occur in 
time of peace. If it should prove otherwise. 
Congress can at any time amend those laws in 
such a manner as, while subserving the public 
welfare, not to jeopard the rights, interests, and 
liberties of the people. 

The seventh section provides that a fee of ten 
dollars shall be paid to each commissioner in 
every case brought before him, and a fee of five 
dollars to his deputy, or deputies, •' for each per- 
son he or they may arrest and take before any 
such commissioner," "with such other fees as 
maybe deemed reasonable by such commission," 
" in general for performing such other duties as 
may DO requirea in the premises." All these 
foes are to be " paid out of the Treasury of tho 
United States," whether there is a conviction oi 
not ; but in case of conviction they are to be 


is 
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recoTerable from the defendant. It seems to 
me that uuder the influence of such temptations 
bad men might convert any law, however bene- 
ficent, into an instrument of persecution and 
fraud. 

By the eighth section of the bill the United 
States courts, which sit only in one place for 
white citizens, must migrate, with the marshal 
and district attorney, (and necessarily with the 
clerk, although he is not mentioned,) to any 

Sart of the district upon the order of tne Presi- 
ent, and there hold a court " for the purpose 
of the more speedy arrest and trial of persons 
charged with a violation of this act;" and there 
the judge and officers of the court must remain, 
upon the order of the President, " for the time 
therein designated." 

The ninth section authorizes the President, or 
such person as he may empower for that pur- 

S)Ose, " to employ such part of the land or naval 
orces of the United States or of the militia as 
shall be necessary to prevent the violation and 
enforce to duo execution of this act." This 
language seems to imply a permanent military 
force, that is to be always at hand, and whose 
• only business is to be the enforcement of this 
measure over the vast region where it is intended 
to operate. 

I do not propose to consider the policy of this 
bill. To mo the details of the bill seem fraught 
with evil. The white race and the black race 
of the South have hitherto lived together under 
che relation of master and slave — capital own- 
ing labor. Now, suddenly, that relation is 
changed, and, as to ownersljip, capital and 
labor are divorced. They stand now each mas- 
ter of itself. In this new relation, one being 
necessary to the other, there will be a new ad- 
justment, which both are deeply interested in 
making harmonious. Each has equal power in 
settling the terms, and, if left to tne laws that 
regulate capital and labor, it is confidently be- 
lieved that they will satisfactorily work out the 
problem. Capital, it is true, has more intelli- 
gence, but labor is never so ignorant as not to 
understand its own interests, not to know its 
own value, and not to see that capital must pay 
ihat value. 

This bill frustrates this adjustment. It inter- 
venes between capital and labor, and attempts 
to settle questions of political economy through 
the agency of numerous officials, whose interest 
it will be to foment discord between the two 
races ; for as the breach widens their employment 
will continue, and when it is closed their occu- 
pation will terminate. 

In all our history, in all our experience as a 
people, living under federal and State law, no 
such system as that contemplated by the details 
of this bill has ever before been proposed or 
adopted. They establish for the security of the 
colored race safeguards which go infinitely be- 
yond any that the General Government haa ever 
provided for the white race. In fact, the dis- 
tinction of race and color is, by the bill, made to 
operate in favor of the colored and against the 
white race. They interfere with the municipal 
legislation of the States, with the relations 
existing exclusively between a State and its 
dbizenB, or between inhabitants of the same 
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State — an absorption and assumption of jioinr 
by the General Government which, if acqniesf 
in, must sap and destroy our federative syst 
of limited powers, and break down the barrii 
which preserve the rights of the States. Iti 
another s^ep, or rather stride, towards centnl- 
ization, and the concentration of ^1 legislatin J^? 
powers in the national Government. The tet ^"^ 
dency of the bill must be to resuscitate tb C-t 
spirit of rebellion, and to arrest the prograi t]i 
of those influences which are more closefy dn* ' • 
ing around the States the bonds of union aod '^■■ 
pea<:e. :■ 

My lamented predecessor, in his proclamntwi '^ 
of the 1st of January, 1863, ordered and h- [ > 
clared thkt all persons held as slaves withit '-' 
certain States and parts of States therein den^- ^^ 
nated were, and thenceforward should be hu, -- 
and, further, that the executive government i -■' 
the United States, including the military ai4 ;-|^ 
naval authorities thereof, would recognize aal r- 
maintain the freedom of such persons. Tb ii' 
guarantee has been rendered especially obligi- h- 
tory and sacred by the amendment of the Cod- s- 
stitution abolishing slavery throughont th 
United States. I, therefore, fully recognize til 
obligation to protect and defend that class i 
our people, whenever and wherever it shil 
become necessary, and to the full extent coH' 
patible with the Constitution of the Unitd 
States. 

Entertaining these sentiments, it only »p- 
mains for me to say, that I wiU cheerfully co-op^ t-' 
erate with Congress in any measure that mif ^^ 
be necessary for tne protection of the civil ri^hli*^^ 
of the freedmen, as well as those of all ouur 
classes of persons throughout the United Statei, 
4by judicial process, under equal and impartiil 
laws, in canformity with the provisions of tia 
Federal Constitution, 

I now return the bill to the Senate, and n- 
gret that, in considering the bills and ioink 
resolutions-*— forty-two in number — ^which haw 
been thus far submitted for my approval, I la 
compelled to withhold my assent from a second 
measure that has "received the sanction of both 
Houses of Congress. 

AlTDEEW JOHKSOT. 

WASHnrcKTOH, D. C, March 27, 1866. 

Copy of the Bill Vetoed. 

Ak Aot to protect all persons in the United 
States in their civil rights, and^ furnish the 
means of their vindication. 
Be it enacted, d'c. That all persons born ia 
the United States and not subject to any foreign 
power, excluding Indians, not taxed, are herefy 
declared to be citizens of the United States; 
and such citizens of every race and color, with- 
out regard to any previous condition of slavery 
or involuntary servitude, except as a punish- 
ment for crime whereof the party shall have been 
duly convicted, shall hure the same right in 
every State and Territory in the United States to 
make and enforce contracts ; to sue, be parties, 
and give evidence ; to inherit, purchase, lease, 
sell, hold, and convey real and personal property; 
and to full and equal benefit of all laws and 
proceedings for the security of person and prop- 
erty as is enjoyed by white citizens, and shsU 
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i.Bnbjoct to like pnnishmont, pains, and penal- 
m, and to none other, any law, statute ordi- 
kdce, rogtflation, or custom, to the contrary 
liiwitlistanding. 

iSEO. 2. That any person who, under color of 
^ law, statute, ordinance, regulation, or 
«tom,. shall subject, or cause to be subjected, 
^gr inhabitant of any State or Territory to the 
igprivation of any right secured or protected 
p this act, or to different punishment, pains, or 
^alties on account of such person having at 
y time been held in a condition of slavery or 
olantary servitude, except as a punishment 
crime whereof the party shall have been 
y convicted, or by reason of his color or 
e, than is prescribed for the punishment of 
te persons, shall be deemed guilty of a mis- 
leanor, and, on conviction, shall be punished 
fine not exceeding one thousand dollars, or 
irisonment not exceeding one year, or both, 
the discretion of the court. • 

3. That the district courts of the United 
Sites, within their respective districts, shall 
e, exclosively of the courts of the several 
jtw, cognizance of all crimes and offences 
BiQmitted against the provisions of this act, 
4d also, concurrently with the circuit courts of 
le United States, of all caus^es, civil and crimi- 
bl,. affecting persons who are denied or cannot 
I force in the courts or judicial tribunals of the 
•ate or locality where they may be any of the 
ghts aecTired to them by the first section of this 
St ; and if any suit or prosecution, civil or crim- 
al, kas been or shall be commenced in any 
^te court against any such person, for any 
Mue whatsoever, or against any officer, civil or 
lilitary, or other person, for any arrest or im- 
risonment, trespasses, or wrongs done or com- 
kifcted by virtue or under color of authority 
•lived from this act or the act establishing a 
iireaxi for the relief of freedmen and refugees, 
Ad all acts amendatory thereof, or for refusing 
• do any act upon the ground that it would bo 
aooQsistent with this act, such defendant shall 
ttftve the right to remove such'Cause for trial to 
dw proper district or circuit court in the manner 
prescribed by the "Act relating to habeas corpus 
lid regulating judicial proceedings in certain 
IKes," approved March three, eighteen hundred 
jjjd sixty-three, and all acts amendatory thereof. 
«ie jurisdiction in civil and criminal matters 
wreby conferred on the district and circuit courts 
' the United States shall be exercised and cn- 
Tced in conformity with the laws of the United 
tales, 80 far as such laws are suitable to carry 
^6 same into effect ; but in all cases whore sucn 
'Wb are not adapted to the object, or are defi- 
ant in the provisions necessary to furnish suit- 
tie remedies and punish offences against law, 
e comm6n law, as modified and changed by 
e constitution and statutes of the State wherein 
e court having jurisdiction of the cause, civil 
criminal, is neld, so far as the same is not 
consistent with the Constitution and laws of 
aited States, shall be extended to and govern 
id courts in the trial and disposition of such 
use, and, if of a criminjvl nature, in the inflic- 
>n of punishment on the party found guilty. 
Seo. 4. That the district attorneys, marshals, 
.d deputy marshals of the United States, the 
mmissioners appointed by the circuit court and 


territorial courts of the United States, with pow- 
ers of arresting, imprisoning, or bailing offenders 
against the laws of the United States, the officers 
and agents of the Freedmen's Bureau, and every 
other officer who may be specially empowered 
by the President of the United States, snail be, 
and they are hereby, specially authorized and 
required, at the expense of the United States, to 
institute proceedings against all and everv per- 
son who sliall violate the provisions of this act, 
and cause him or them to be arrested and im- 

Erisoned, or bailed, as the case may be, for trial 
efore such court of the United States or terri- 
torial court as by this act has cognizance of tho 
offence. And with a view to aflordiug reason- 
able protection to all persons in their constitu- 
tional rights of equality before the law, without 
distinction of race or color, or previous condi- 
tion of slavery or involuntary servitude, except 
as a punishment for crime, whereof the party 
shall nave been duly convicted, and to the prompt 
discharge of the duties of this act, it shall be the 
duty of the circuit courts of the United States 
and the superior courts of the Territories of the 
United States, from time to time, to increase the 
number of commissioners, so as to afford a speedy 
and convenient means for the arrest and exami- . 
nation of persons charged with a violation of 
this act. And such commissioners are hereby 
authorized and required to exercise and discharge 
all the powers and duties conferred on them by 
this act, and the same duties with regard to of- 
fences created by this act, as they are authorized 
by law to exercise with regard to other offences 
against the laws of the United States. 

Seo. 5. That it shall be the duty of all mar- 
shals and deputy marshals to obey and execute 
all warrants and precepts issued under the pro- 
visions of this act, when to them directed ; and 
should any marshal or deputy marshal refuse to 
receive such warrant or other process when ten- 
dered, or to use all proper means diligently to 
execute the same, he shall, on conviction jthereof, 
bo fined in the sum of one thousand dollars, to 
the use of the person upon whom tho accused is 
alleged to have committed the offence. And the 
better to enable tho said commissioners to exe- 
cute their duties faithfully and efficiently, in 
conformity with the Constitution of the United 
States and the requirements of this act, they are 
hereby authorized and empowered, within their 
counties respectively, to appoint, in writing, 
under their hands, any one or more suitable per- 
sons, from time to time, to execute all such war- 
rant and other process that may bo issued by 
them in the lawful performance of their respect- 
ive duties; and the persons^so appointed to exe- 
cute any warrant or process as aforesaid shall 
have authority to summon and call to their aid 
the bystanders or the posse comitatus of the 
proper county, or such portion of tho laud and 
naval forces of the United States, or of the mili- 
tia, as may be necessary to the performance of 
the duty with which they are charged, and to 
insure a faithful observance of the clause of the 
Constitution which prohibits slavery, in con- 
formity with the provisions of this act ; and said 
warrants shall run and be executed by said 
officers anywhere in the State or Terrritory 
within which they are issued. 

Sec. 6. That any person who shall knowingly 
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and wilfully obstruct, hinder or prevent any 
officer, or other person charged witn the execu- 
tion of any warrant or process issued under the 
provisions of this act, or any person or pei^ons 
lawfully assisting him or them, from arresting 
any person for whose apprehension such warrant 
or process may have been issued, or shall rescue 
or attempt to rescue such person from the custody 
of the omcer, other person or persons, or those 
lawfully assisting as aforesaid, when so arrested 
pursuant to the authority herein given and de- 
clared, or shall aid, abet, or assist any person so 
arrested as aforesaid, directly or indirectly, to 
escape from the custody of the officer or other 

f)erson legally authorized as aforesaid, or shall 
larbor or conceal any person for whose arrest a 
warrant or process shall have been issued as 
aforesaid, so as to prevent his discovery and 
arrest after notice or knowledge of the fact that 
a warrant has been issued for the apprehension 
of such person, shall, for either of said offences, 
be subject to a fine not exceeding one thousand 
dollars, and imprisonment not exceeding six 
months, by indictment and conviction before 
the district court of the United States for the 
district in which said offence may have been 
committed, or before the proper court of criminal 
jurisdiction, if committed within anv one of the 
organized Territories of the United States. 

Seo. 7. That the district attorneys, the mar- 
shals, their deputies, and the clerks of the said 
district and territorial courts shall be paid for 
their services the like fees as may bo allowed to 
them for similar services in other cases ; and in 
all cases where the proceedings are before a 
commissioner, he shall be entitled to a fee of ten 
dollars in full for his services in each case, inclu- 
sive of all services incident to such arrest and 
examination. The" person or persons authorized 
to execute the process to be issued by such com- 
missioners for the arrest of offenders against the 
provisions of this act shall be entitled to a fee 
of five cjollars for each person he or they may 
arrest and take before any such commissioner as 
aforesaid, with such other fees as may be deemed 
reasonable by such commissioner for such other 
additional services as may be necessarily per- 
fonnod by him or them, such as attending at the 
examination, keeping the prisoner in custody, 
and providing him with food and lodging during 
his aetention, and until the final determination 
of such commissioner, and in general for per- 
forming such other duties as may be required 
in the premises ; such fees to be made up in con- 
formity with the fees usually charged by the 
officers of the courts of justice within the proper 
district or county, as near asmayl)e practicable, 
and paid out of the treasury of the United 
States on the certificate of the judge of the dis- 
trict within which the arrest id made, and to be 
recoverable from the defendant as part of the 
judgment in case of conviction. 

Sec. 8. That whenever the President of the 
United States shall have reason to believe that 
offences have been, or are likely to be committed 
against the provisions of this act within any 
judicial district, it shall be lawful for him, in his 
discretion, to direct the judge, marshal, and dis- 
trict attorney of such district to attend at such 
Elace within the district, and for such time as 
6 may designate, for the purpose of the more 
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speedy arrest and trial of persons charged . 
a violation of this act ; and it shall be the d 
of every judge or other officer, whep any 
requisition shall be received by him, to atti 
at the place and for the time therein designated.' 

Sec. 9. That it shall be lawful for the Pri 
dent of the United States, or such person u bi 
may empower for that purpose, to employ sock 
part of the land or naval forces of the Unil 
States, or of the militia, as shall be necessary 
prevent the violation and enforce the due ex» 
cution of this act. 

Seo. 10. That upon all questions of law arisiaj 
in any cause under the provisions of this art, 
final appeal may be taken to the Supreme Cool n 
of the United States. 

The votes on this bill were : 

1866, February 2 — The Senate passed the bSp 
— yeas 33, nays 12, as follow : 

Yeas — Messrs. Anthony, Brown, Cliandler, Clark, OonM% 
Crngin, Dixon, Fcfisendcn, Foot, Foster, Harris, Hendem^ 
Uowardftlowe, Kirkwood, Lnne of Indiana, Lane of S) 
Morgan, Morrill, Nyo, Poland, Poineroy, lUuiaey.Shei 
Sprague, Stuwurt, Sumner, Tnuubul^ Wade, Wlllej, 
Hams. "Wilson, Yate.s — S3. 

Nats — Meaars. Buckalew. Cowan, Davis. OuthHt,Bai[\f^ 
ricks, AIcDouffall, Nesmith^ Norton, KiddU^ Saidsburjt,Ssik 1' 
Um, Van Winkle— 12. :', 

March 9 — The bill being before the Hoca, ^t^' 
' Mr. Eldbidoe moved that it lie on the tablr^^Q^ 
which was disagi-eed to — yeas 32, nays 118, 
follow : 
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Teas — Messrs. Anoima, Ba^er^ Brooks^ Chankr, Cfffmi r,> 
Dawson^ Denxson, Eldridge, Glossbrennerf Goodyear, Grii&tt Nt^ 
Aaron Harding, Ilai'ris, Hogan, Edwin K.HuihdUKiati x)y 
Le Blond, Marshall, NiUack, Kichoison, HaHford, Sitla^w 
Sogers, Boss, Rousseau, Sfionklin, Sitgreaves, Taber, Ti 
Thornton, D-imble, WiiifieUJL—32. 

Nat8 — Messrs. Alley, Allison, Ames, Anderson, D. B. Afr 
luy, James M. Ashley, Buker, Baldwin, Banks, Ikizt«-,B» 
man, Bidwoll, Bingliani, Blaine, Blow, Buulwoll, Broin«4 
Brooniali, Buckluud, Bundy, ^^iduoy Clarke, Cobb, CookUii 
C4t>k, CuUoni, Darling, Davis, I>cfrcc8, Delano, Demi»g.Din% 
Donnelly, DrigKS, Dnmont, Eliot, Farnsworth, FavqnJ^, I* 
ry, Grinnell, Abner U. Uardiug, Ilurt, Hayes. UendaMi 
Iiisl>yi Ilillf nolmca, Hoopir, Asi^ul W. Hubbard, Chestif& 
Hubbard, Dumas Hubbard, jr., John H. Hubbard, UulUa4 
•lames Humphrey, Ingersoll, Jenclies, Julian, Kelley, Kcii^ 
Kotchani, Kuykendall, Latham, George Y . Lawrenoci WilHA 
Lawrence, Loan, Lougyear. Lynch, Marston. Murvin, MeClin 
Mcl^eo, McBuer. M( rcur. Miller, Moorhead, Monill, Mon^ 
Moulton. Myers, 0'Nei]l,Orth, Paine, Peiham, Phelps, PB% 
Plants, Piico, Ilaymond, Alexander H. Rice, John U. Bie«h 
Sawyer, Schonck. 8colield, fihollabarger, Sloan, Sfwldflft 
Starr, Stevens. Thayer, FranoLs Thomas, John L. Thonia8.£ 
Trowbridge, Upsnn, Van Aernam.Bun Van Horn, Robertl 
Van Horn, Ward, Wiu-ner. £llihu B. Washbumo, Henryll 
Wubhbum, William U. Washborn, Welker, Weutwortki 
Whaley, Willinms, James F. Wilson, Stephen F. 'Wilton, lTi» 
dom," Woodbridge. — ^118. 

March 13 — The bill passed — yeas 111, nays 38, 
as follow : 

Ykas — Messrs. Alley, Allison, Ames, Anderson, Jamcf K 
Ashley, Baker, Baldwin, Banks, linxter, Benman. BJdwelV 
Blaine, Blow, Boutwoll. Broniwell, BroomalL Backlui 
Bundy, Sidney Claiko, Cobb, Conklinic, ijvok, Callom,DB^ 
ling- Ihivis. Dawes, Delano, Doming, Dixon, D<|iuieIIy, Drign 
Dumont, Eliot, Farnsworth, Farquhar, Ferry, Garfield, Ge1» 
nell, Abner C. Harding, Hart, Hayes. Higby, Hill, IIoIniMi 
Hooper, Asahul W. Hubbard, Chester D. Hubbard, DeoM 
Hubbard, John H. Hubbiu-d, Hnlbnrd, James iiamphrey, 
Ingersoll, Jcnckes. Julian, Eelloy, Kelso, Ketcham, Kiq> 
kondall, Laflin, Geoi^e Y. Lawrence. William LRwrenoa, 
Loan, Longycar, Lynch, 3birston. Marvin, McClnrg, N^ 
Kuer, Morcur, Miller. Moorhead, Morrill, Morris, Uoultiw, 
Mycrd, Newell, O'Neill, Orjh, Paine. Perham, Pike, Pianti, 
Pilco, Alexander H. Bice, Sawyer, Schonck, bcofleld. 81m1- 
labarger, Sloan, Spalding, Starr, Stevens, Th^er, KnUBdl 
Thomas, John L. Thomas. Trowbrid&:e, Upson, van Aemami 
Buit Van Horn, Ward, Warner, Ellihu B. Washbome, Wll- 
1mm B. Washburn, Welker, Wentworth, Whaloy, WilliUM, 
James F. WihK)n, Stepheh F. Wilson, Windom. Wood> 
bridge— 111. 

NATS^Moflsrs. AncoTta, Btrgen, Bing}uun,B(^er, 


VETOES AND TOTES, 


Sarding, Berrii, Boiitn, EaKin If. BMbetl. Jona, 

Utbam, £e Blond, MaTihall, JtcCullavh, KiiMsm, 

„■ . Aaij/bnj. iSunutl J. AummU, Willlum (I, lUcdull, 

Ci Ibsior, aVioralm, rnmiie, fPi^W— 38. 

nch 15 — The Senate concarred in the HouBB 
■nt^irieiita. 

iarch 27— The bill waa vetoed. 
Ifril 6 — The Senate pasaed the bill, ootwith- 
Bding the objections of the IreBident, bj a 
« of 33 yeaa to 15 nays, as follow: 

~latn. Anlhoni. Brown, Clmniller, Clsrk, Con- 
Dp CnnT«ll , EdmuDdg, l^eoenden. Footer, Grfm^fl. 


iDd, Pobcri 


bull, Wade 


Bk, EuDdtnon, , _ . _ 

t, Varna, Ilonfll, Vja, Pol 

MB, Bpncofc aiewut, Soinnsi 

>J, miUuu, WllMD, Yalgs— 33. 

_ « — :- »......>„- ^ ,^^. D^UKK Gulh- 

_ _-, — ,--—,--, r- -, _-_— , ilcDttUffoit^ NeB- 

m,tl<atoo,Biddle,Saultbiim,yiaWio\c\ii, Wr^lil—li. 

pjil 9 — The House or Bepeesestatiyes 
[L pasaed it — yeas 122, nays 41, sa follow : 

Aabl«7, JameBM. 

11, 

, ,. 7 ClarL., 

■l OoIAix, Conklf Dg, Cook, Cullom, DurllDg, Dsvit. Dunns, 
^Mi, IMmd, Seming, Dlion, Dodgn, UonDcUy, Eukir;. 
Mod, XUot, VJrDBWDrth, Purqahnr. Fcny, Garfield, 
i«ll,OrIiwaid.lIal(LAbiiar O. UutUng, Hart, Uayeh 
'-DD, HUb7, Uill, IIolmtiB, Hoopar, IloIcbkJH. Aaahol 
t«nU3loMsrD.IlDbbDd.JolinlI.IIubbatd,JanieB 
.-Ml, Hulbiird, JiimMlIiimpbTe;,IiiBBnDl],JoiKkH, 
m,A«llBJ, Kslwi, Eetcham, Lafllu, Ueoiita T. Lav- 
WltUuoIiiiwceiica, Loan, haaenai, Lyocb, MmtoD. 
"«lDFs,Uc]ndoe,M^w, McRaer, Mercqr, U11- 

_, ad, HoiTlU, MoirlB. Muolion, Mjen, Nowoll, 

li«U,Orth, Paine, Pattenon, Partaam, Pike, FlantB.Fiw 
fn, Rtot Alsxander n. RicF, Jobn II, Rice, Rullliu, 
■tijia, Manck. ScoBeld, Staellabai^c. Bpaldlng, Stiirr, 

'IlajH-,TrBnci«TLDiiia«,JobDL.Tboina8,Jr.,rrow. 

IjBD, Van Aeiuam. Burl Tan Horn, Kotert T. 
n, Ward, Etllhn B. Wuhburae, lieiir; D. ITiish- 
illlalB B. WuhbDTn, Walker. Wentwonh, Janiei 
a, SMpban F. ITltaoa, Wlndoio, Wwdbridgi 


bnuel J. Sand 


Han ilamaia jlncoiia. Bergen, Boj/er, O^roOi, Dawt™ 
^•m, SUrOgt, Finet, aSatbreiurr, Aania llaraivi 
teria Bam, Ediain N, Suibell. Jana it. Sumphrti 
"*— . U man, lim/uili, UeOMBiuHu/fiblact, JVkJu 
hMrtiPluIpa, "-"— ' " ' ^ b._j.., w,..._. 

E^Wlwrenpi 
kbillafa 


, Boillb. sHiae, IMer, Tjylor, Thrm- 

iley, Wit^fiild, WrigM—U. 

the Speaker of the Eonae declared 


^ T«to Of the Coloindo Bill, May IS, 1866. 

m fts Btnatt of the UniUd Slatet : 
rj ntani to the Senate, in which honee it 
ndiuU«d, the bill which has passed hoth Houses 
if CongTess, eatilled " An act for the admission 


Mn been able to obtain, J do not consider the 
IJriiliibineiit of a State government at present 
■iMMry for the welfare of the people of Colo- 
Ms. Under the existing Territorial govern- 
HBtall the rights, privileges, and interests of 
m citizens are protected and secured. The 
pdified voters choose their own legislators and 
fttJT own local offioerl, and are represented in 
bucran by a delegate of their own selection 
Sl^ make and execute their own municipal 
j^VB, Kibjeot only to revision by Congress — an 
kAority not likely to be exercised, unless in 
■trfoneor extraordin&ry cases. Tbepopulation 
tejuJl, aome estimating it so low as twenty- 
|l> UMnuaud, vbile advocates of the bill leckon 
« 


the nambar at from thirty-five thousand to 
forty thousand souls. The people are princi- 
pally recent settlers, many of whom arp under- 
stood to be ready for removal to other mining 
districts beyond the limits of the Territory, if 
ciroumetances shall render them more inviting. 
Such a population cannot but find relisf from 
excessive taxation it the territoriitl system, 
which devolves the expenses of the executive, 
legislative, and judicial departments upon the 
United States, is for the present continued. 
They cannot hut find the security of person and 
property iocreaaod by their reliance upon the 
national executive power for. the maintenance 
of law and order against the disturbances neces- 
sarily incident to all newly organized comma- 

Second. It is not satisfactorily established 
that a majority of the citizens of Colorado de- 
sire, or are prepared for an exchange of a terri- 
torial for a State government. In September, 
1864, under the authority of Coneress. an election 
was lawfully appointed and held, for the purpoBB 
of ascertaining the views of the people upon 
this particular -question. 6,192 vq^i were cast, 
and of this number a majority or 3,152 waa 
given against the proposed change. In Sep- 
tember, 1365, without any legal authority, the 
Juestion was again presentea to the people of 
le Territory, with a view of obtaining a recon- 
sideration of the result of the election held in 


1 were polled, and a majority of 155 waa 
given In favor of a State organization. It does 
not seem to me entirely safe to receive this, the 
last mentioned result, so irregularly obtained, 
as Eulficient to outweigh the one which had been 
legally obtained in the first election. Eegular- 
ity and conformity to law are e.saential t* the 
preservation of order and stable government, 
and should, as far as practicable, always he 
observed in the formation of new States. 

Third. The admission of Colorado, at this 
time, as a State into the federal Union, appeaxe 
to me to be incompatible with the public inter- 
ests of the country. While it is desirable that 
territories, when sufficiently matured, should he 
organized as States, yet the spirit of the Consti- 
tution seems to require that there should be an 
approximation towards equality among the sev- 
eral States oompriEing the Union. No State can 
have less or more than two Senators in Congrese. 
The largest Slate has a population of four mil- 
lions ; several of the States have a population 
exceeding two millions ; and many otliera liave 
a population exceeding one million. A popuW 
tioii of 127,000 is the ratio of apportionment 
of repesentatives among the several Slates. 

If this bill should become a law, the people 
of Colorado, thirty thousand in number, would 
have in the House of Bepresentatives one mem- 
ber, while New York, with a population of fonr 
millions, has but thirty-one ; Colorado would 
have in the electoral college three votes, whUa 
New Yorkhaa only thirty- three; Colorado would 
have in the Senate two votes, while New York 

Inequalities of this character have already 
oocniied, but it ii believed that none have ha^ 
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pened where the inequality was so great. When 
such inequality has been allowed, Congress is 
supposed to have permitted it on the ground of 
some high public necessity, and under circum- 
stances which promised tnat it would rapidly 
disappear through the growth and development 
of the newly admitted State. Thus, in regard 
to the several States in what was formerly called 
the '• northwest territory,'' lying east of the Mis- 
sissippi, their rapid aavancemeijit in popula- 
tion rendered it certain that States admitted with 
only one or two representatives in Congress, 
would, in a very short period, be entitled to a 
great increase of representation. So, when Cali- 
fornia was admitted on the ground of commer- 
cial and political exigencies, it was well foreseen 
that that State was destinad rapidly tp become 
a great, prosperous, and important mining and 
commercial community. In the case of Colo- 
rado, I am not aware that any national exigency, 
either of a political or commercial nature, re- 
quires a departure from the law of equality, 
which has been so generally adhered to in our 
history. • 

If information submitted in connection with 
this bill is reliable, Colorado, instead of increas- 
ing, lias declined in population. At an election 
for members of a territorial legislature held, in 
1861, 10,580 votes were cast. At the election 
before mentioned, in 1864, the number of votes 
cast was 6,192 ; while at the irregular election 
held in 1865, which is assumed as a basis for 
legislative action at this time, the aggregate 
of votes was 5,905. Sincerely anxious for the 
welfare land prosperitv of every Territory and 
State, as well as ifor the prosperity and welfare 
of the whole Union, I regret this apparent de- 
cline of population in Colorado ; but it is mani- 
fest that it is due to emigration which is going 
on from that Territory into other regions within 
the United States, which either are in fact, or 
are believed by the inhabitants of Colorado to 
be, richer in mineral wealth and agricultural re- 
sources. If, however, Colorado has not really 
declined in population, another census, or 
another election under the authority of Con- 
gress, would place the question beyond doubt, 
and cause but little delay in the ultimate ad- 
mission of the Territory as a State, if desired by 
the people. 

The tenor of these objections furnishes the 
reply which may be expected to an argument 
in favor of the measure derived from the ena- 
bling act which was passed by Congress on the 
21st day of March, 1864* Although Congress 
then supposed that the condition of the Terri- 
tory was such as to warrant its admission as a 
State, the result of two years' experience shows 
that every reason which existed for the institu- 
tion of a territorial instead of a State gov- 
ernment in Colorado, at its first organization, 
still continues in force. 

The condition of the Union at the present mo- 
ment is calculated to inspire caution m regard to 
the admission of new States. Eleven of the old 
States have been for some time, and still remain, 
unrepresented .in Congress. It is a common in- 
terest of all the States, as well those repre- 
sented as those unrepresented, that the integrity 
and harmony of the Union should be restotred 


as completely as possible, so that all thoi 
are expected to bear the burdens of the 1 
Government shall be consulted concern] 
admission of new States ; and that in th( 
time no new State shall be prematurely a 
necessarily admitted to a participation 
political power which the Federal Govei 
wields, not for the benefit of any indi 
State or section, but for the common 
welfare, and happiness of the whole coui 

Andrew Johb 
Waseingtoit, D. C, May 15, 1866. 

Copy of the Bill. 

An Act for the admission of the State of 
rado into the Union. 

Whereas, on the twenty-first day of 1 
anno Domini eighteen hundred and sixt] 
Congress passed an act to enable the pe* 
Colorado to form a constitution and Stat 
ernment, and ofi*ered to admit said Stat«, 
so formed, into the Union upon complianc 
certain conditions therein specified ; and w 
it appears by a message of the President 
United States, dated January twelve, ei 
hundred and sixty-six, that the said peopl 
adopted a constitution, which upon due • 
nation is found to conform to the provisic 
comply with the conditions of said act, 
be republican in its form of governmer 
that they now ask for admission into the 

Be it enacted, <fec., That the constituti( 
State government which the people of Cc 
have formed for themselves be, and the s 
hereby, ratified, accepted, and confirmed, a 
the said State of Colorado shall be, and is 1 
declared to be one of the United States of 
ica, and is hereby admitted into the Unio: 
an equal footing with the original States 
respects whatsoever. 

Sec. 2. And he it further enacted, Tl 
said State of Colorado shall be, and is t 
declared to be entitled to all the rights, 
leges, grants, and immunities, an4 to be i 
to all the conditions and restrictions, of 
entitled "An act to enable the people of 
rado to form a constitution and a State g 
ment, and for the admission of such Stal 
the Union on an equal footing with the o 
States," approved March twenty-first, ei 
hundred and sixty-four. 

The votes on tnis bill were : 

In Senate. 

March 13 — The bill was rejected — ^y( 
nays 21, as follow : 

Ybas — MesflTB. Chandler, Gragin, Kirkwood, Lai 
diana, Lano of Kansas, McDougall, Nesmitb, Norte 
eroy, Kamsey, Sherman, Stewart, Trumbull, Willit 

Nats — Messrs. Bticlcalew, Conness, Creswell, Da\ 
little, Fcssendon, Foster, Qrlmcs, Cftdfirie, Harris, Hit 
Morgan, Morrill, Poland, Riddle, Sprague, Stockto 
ner, Van Winkle, Wade, Wilson— 21. 

Mr. Wilson entered a motion to reconsic 
vote. 

April 25 — The Senate voted to recoi 
yeas 19, nays 13. (Same as below.) 

The bill was then passed — yeas 19, m 

as follow : 

YxAS— Messrs. Ohandler, Clark, Conness, Cragi 
well, Howard, Howe, Kirkwood, Lane of Indian 
Pomeroy, Bamsey, Sherman, SpragQe, "Stewart. Tr 
Van Winkle, Willey, WiUon— 19. 


VOTBB AND-TBT0B8. 


Hewn. .SueltalEW. Dnii, Dwllitle, Ednmi 
■iin>s, Gtitlirie, HtndrKkt, McDaugaa, Mor( 
iddU, 8nmi.M— 13. 

Ih Hoitbb. 
I— The bill was pasBed— yeas 81, oays 

team. Imea, Andenon, Delos S. Anhle;, Jamge 
,>i-im Rfftw nhandAgee, firomvcll^ ] ^„ 

aj ^1—1,. c.ViltCoillllil 




ItrW.CUrke, Bidaej CLuke, CoblkCoiiUiDg. 
:«»,DeBiing,Diion, Bodge, Doooellj, Drlggi, 
iley, Fll^flllhl^^,P«^y,Ga^aoll^.0^illllell,Abnel■ 
IIlirt, Hcmdenon. Holmu, BolxbklH, Alohst 
td, CbwtM D. Bqbb»ni,J.mej R. Hubbri),lQ 
nckea, Kuua, R«l», Ketcbuin. Uflla. IdUum, 
Lanrencs, WiUiUD Lanrencs, Luid, Lon)!;e>n 

rlTB™"o%eill, Orlh, Piitta™!™, PlnnlB, AloSBUdEP 
LoIUdb, Sawjrer, ScheDck. Btinllab&rger, SqUIIh 
'rancli Tboinas,TrowbridKB, Cpion, Van Aemnm, 
Horn, Robert T. Tan fiord, Wam«, Wslksr, 
-illlaDia-Sl. 

lesan. AlliBon, Altey, Anema. Butar, Snvm, 
nitwell, iJojn-. BroonuOl, dnnkr, OtfnXft, Bar- 
on, Deniton, Efdridffe, Eliot, JfYdcfe, CUiabfBTirter, 
iEwoid, Aaroa Hardily, Barrii, Higbj, Jamei 
■, Julfnn. KbUoj, Kaykendall, is BVinA, Lynch, 
JTefTuffoufA, Ucltuer. Morrl][, Monls, NKirell, 




(Fiij/ielij. WoDJbtidge 


the time this pa,ga is pat to prees, Dc 
I been taken on the re-passage of tb; 
ill. When taken, it will De inserted Id 
aent paga. 


enaie and House of Reprcscniative! : 
jit to Congress & report of the Secretary 
to whom was referred the concurrent 
m of tho 18th inBtact.* raepecting a 
jn to tho legislatures of the States of 
ional article to the Constitution of the 

1 bo seen from this report that the Sec- 
' State bad, on the 16th instant, trans- 
> the Governors of the several States 
copies of the joint resolution passed on 

instant, proposing an amendment to 
titutioQ. 

in ordinary times any question of 
g tho Constitution must bo justly re- 
8 of paramount importance. This im- 

is at the present time enhanced by the 

the joint resolution was not sobmitted 
10 Houses for the approval of thePreei- 
d that of the thirty-sis States which 
e the Union eleven are excloded from 
;ation in either Honse of Congress, 

, with the single exception of Teias, 
fe been entirely restored to all their 
1 as States, in conformity with the or- 
1 of the land, and have appeared at the 

capital by Senaton and Representa- 
o have applied for and have been re- 
mission to the vacant seals. 


solulion 

p«»dth«Hou»t.Dd 

er ■ ampeailon of 
.„ 28, flbe Utter 


« agreed 10,168.92,0 

'•Baszsazsa 

20,oiia«mntby 
thoDt ■ difMon ; 

xs 


p^ed ID 18M^ 

Dt UiKolD to nbml 

tbe anll-.l»Tary 



Nor have the Bovereign people of the nation 
been afforded an opportunity of expressing their 
views upon the important gnestions which the 
amendment involves. Grave doubts therefore 
may naturally and justly arise as to whether 
the action of Congress is in harmony with tbe 
sentiments of the people, and whether State 
legislatures, elected without reference to ench 
an issue, should be called npon by Congress to 
decide respecting the ratification of the proposed 
amendment. 

Waiving the question as to- the constitutional 
validity of tho proceedings of Congress upon 
the joint resolution proposing the amendment, 
or as to the merifs of the article which it sub- 
mits through the executive department to the 
legislatures of the States, I deem it proper to 
oraerve that the steps taken by the Secretary of 
State, as detailed in the accompanying report, 
-— 'jD he considered aa purely ministerial, and 
< sense whatever committing the Executive 
n approval or a recommendation of the 
idment to the State legislatures or to tho 
le. On tbe contrary, a proper appreciation 
of the letter and spirit of the Constitntlon, as well 
of the interests of national oriJer, harmony, 
d union, and a due deference for an eulight- 
aned public judgment, may at this time well sug- 
gest a doubt whether any amendment fo the 
Oonstitution ought to be proposed by Congress 
ind pressed upon the legislatures of the several 
States for final decision until after the admis- 
sion of such loyal Senators and Eepresentativea 
of the now unrepresented States as have been, 
or may hereafter be, chosen in conformity 
with the Constitution and laws of the United 
States 

Aniibew Johesob. 

WASHiHeroN, D. C, Junt 2^ 1866. 


aT> iM Frendenl : 

The Secretary of State, to whom waa referred 
ihe concurrent resolution of the two Houses of 
Congress of the 18th instant, in the following 
rds : " That the President of (he United Statea 
requested to transmit forthwith to the execu- 
es of the several States of the United States 
copies of the article of amendment proposed by 
Congress to tho State legislatures to amend the 
Constitution of the United States. paBsed June 
13, 1866, respaotine citizenship, the basis of rep- 
resentation, uisqnaliE cation fot office, and valid- 
ity of the public debt of the United Stales, 4c., 
to the end that the said States may proceed to 
"it upon the said article of amendment, and that 
3 request the executive of each State that may 
itify said amendment to transmit to the Secre- 
tary of State a certified copy of such ratification," 
has tho honor to submit the following report, 
lamoly: That on the IGth instant fte Hon. 
Amaea Cobb, of the Committee of the Houso of 
Representatives on Enrolled Bills, brought to 
this Department and deposited therein an en- 
rolled resolution of tho two Houses of Congress, 
which was thereupon received by the Secretary 
of State and deposited among the rolls of the 
Bapartmentf, a co^ of whiolk ikh — 
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r^ard t 

Mopted con gressioDalamond meat of the CodbU- 
tntion of the United States conccrniag tbe pro- 
hibition of slavery, transmitted certified copias 
of the anneied resolution to the Goverpors of 
the several States, together with a cortiGcate and 
circular letter. A copy of both of these com- 
munications are hereunto annexed. 
Eeapeotfully svibmitWd, 

William H. Sewaed, 
Dbfabtmebi of State, JuTte 20, 1866. 


-I 


[OrcHlai-.l 
Dbpabtmest op Statb, Juite 16, 
To kit EieeUency , 

QoeernoT of the State of 

Sir : I have the honor to tiaDsmil 

copy of a resolution of Congress, propOBinj 

the legislatures of the several States a fonrtui 

article to the Constitution of the United " 

The decisions of the several legislatures nj 

subject are required by law to be cODRDUDiti 

to this Department, An acknowledgment irf I 

receipt of this communication is requested l| 

Your excellency's most obedient servant, 

William H. Sbvahl 
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JOINT COMMITTEE ON RECONSTEUCTION. 


The K^Dritj' Saport. 

June 18, 1866 — Mr. FEsaESDEH in the Senate, 
■nd Mr. Stevebb in the House, submitted this 


The Joint CommitUe of the two Souus of Oon- 
gna, appointed un^rr the conctiTTCnt retolution 
oj Deeemhet 13, 1865, with direction to " in- 
mire into the eonditi-m of the Statca which 
Jormed the so-called Confederate States of 
AineTica, and report whether they or any of 
them are entithd to be r/preiented in either 
Souae of Confess, with leave to report by bill 
or olherwite," aik leave to report : 
That they have attended'to theduty assigned 
them as assiduously as other duties would per- 
mit, and now submit to Congress, as the result 
of their deliberations, a retoluiion proposing 
amendments to (lie Constitution, and two bills, 
of which they recommend the adoption. 

Before proceeding to set forth in detail thoir 
reasons for the conclusion to whinh. after great 
deliberation, your committee have arrived, tbey 

begleava to advert, briefly, to the C( '' 

proceedings they found it necessary '- 
and to explain the reasons there lor. 
The resolution under which your 
waa appointed directed them to inquire into the 
condition of the Confederate States, and report 
whether they were entitled to representation in 
Congress. It is obvious that such an investiga- 
tion, covering so large an extent of territory and 
involving so many important con :<i derations, 
mnat necessarily require no triSing labor, and 
Muanme a very considerable amount of time. 
^ aaift oibiace Um eOAdition iu which thoM 




States V 


ire left at the close of the w 
which have been taken towardi ft| 
reorganization of civil government, and thei" 
position of the people towards the United StktMj 
m a word, their Stness to take ah active partil 
the administration of national affairs. 

As to their condition at the dose of the rsW 
lion, the evidence ia open to all, and admili tl 
no dispute. They were in a state of utter O- 
Uaustion. Having protracted their e „ 
against federal authority nntil all hope of sw 
cessful resistance had ceased, and laid down tlak 
arms only because there was no longer iq 
power to use them, the people of thoM StatI 
were lelt bankrupt in their public finances, ■■ 
shorn of the privalfl wealth which had beftn 
given them power and influence. They wen 
also necessarUy in a state of complete anarcfiy, 
without governments and without the power ti 
frame governments except by the permiMif ~ 
those who had been sacceasful in the war. 
President of the United States, in the procl 
tiona under which he appointed provisional p^ 

them, haa, in exact terms, recognised the M 
that the people of those States were, when th 
rebellion was crushed, " deprived of aU eiril 
government," and must proceed to oiguiiM 
anew. lu his conversation with Mr. Stearni.tl 
?i!assachusetts, certified by himself, Fresideat 
Johnson said "the State institutions ari. ^ 
trated, laid out on the ground, and they mmtlj 
taken up and adapted to the progress of e' 
Fiiiding the Southern States in this conditioa, 
and Congress having failed to provide fcr Ihl 
contitDgency, his duty wm obvious. As Fnrii 
daatoi tiie United St*toa he had aa yaw^tlf 
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sxecnte the laws of the land as Chief 
ite. These laws gave him no authority 
subject of reorganization; but by the 
tion he was commander-in-chief of the 
id navy of the United States. These 
•ate States embraced a portion of the 
f the Union who had been in a state of 
)ut had been reduced to obedience by 
arms. They were in an abnormal con- 
rithout civil government, without com- 
3onnection8, without national or inter- 
relations, and subject only to martial 
y withdrawing their representatives in 
{, by renouncing the privilege of repre- 
Q, by organizing a separate government, 
evying war against the United States, 
troyed their State constitutions in res- 
he vital principle which connected their 
'^e States with the Union and secured 
ieral relations; and nothing of those 
ions was left of which the United States 
md to take notice. For four years they 
\ facto government, but it was usurped 
gal. Tney chose the tribunal of arms 
to decide whether or not it should be 
i, and they were defeated. At the close 
jbellion, therefore, the people of the re- 
States were found, as the President ex- 
t, •• deprived of all civil government." 
' this state of affairs it was plainly the 
:he President to enforce existing national 
d to establish, as far as he could, such a 
>f government as might be provided for 
ing national statutes. As commander- 
of a victorious army, it was his duty, 
le^ law of nations and the army regula- 
restore order, to preserve property, and 
;t the peoj)le against violence from any 
until provision should be made by law 

fovernment. He might, as President, 
longress and submit the whole matter 
,w-making power ; or he might continue 
supervision and control until Congress 
assemble on its regular appointed day. 
5 the latter alternative, he proceeded, by 
f his power as commander-in-chief, to 
provisional governors over the revolted 
These were regularly commissioned, and 
npensation was paid, as the Secretary of 
tes, ** from the appropriation for army 
incies, because the duties performed by 
lies were regarded as of a temporary 
ir ; ancillary to the withdrawal of mili- 
;e, the disbandment . of armies, and the 
n of military expenditure; by provis- 

fanizations for the protection of civil 
e preservation of peace, and to take 
) of armed force in the respective States." 
Dt, we think, be contended that therfe 
rs possessed, or could exercise, any but 
authority. They had no power to or- 
3ivil governments, nor to exercise any 
y except that which inhered in their 
sons under their commissions. Neither 
President, as commander-in-chief, any 
an military power. But he was in ex- 
)ossession of the military authority. It 
him to decide how far he would exercise 
far he would relax it, when and on what 
) would withdraw it. He might prop- 


eVly permit the people to assemble, and to initi- 
ate local governments, and to execute such local 
laws as they might choose to frame not incon- 
sistent with, nor in opposition to, the laws of 
the United States. And, if satisfied that they 
might safely be left to themselves, he might 
withdraw the military forces altogether, and 
leave the people of any or all of these States t-o 
govern themselves without his interference. In 
the language of the Secretary of State, in his 
telegram to the provisional governor of Georgia, 
dated October 28, 1865, he might ** recognize the 
people of any State as having resumed the rela- 
tions of loyalty to the Union," and act in hia 
military capacity on this hypothesis. All thia 
was within his own discretion, as military com- 
mander. But it was not for him to decide upon 
the nature or effect of any system of government 
which the people of these States might see fit to 
adopt. This power is lodged by the Constitution 
in the Congress of the United States, that branch 
of the government in which is vested the au- 
thority to fix the political relations of the States 
to the Union, wnose duty is to guarantee to 
each State a republican form of government, and 
to protect each and all of them against foreign 
or domestic violence, and against each other. We 
cannot, therefore, regard the various acts of the 
President in relation to" the formation of local 
governments in the insurrectionary States, and 
the conditions imposed by him upon their action, 
in any other light than as intimations to the 
people that, as commander-in-chief of the army, 
he would consent to withdraw military rule 
just in proportion as they should, by their acts, 
manifest a disposition to preserve order among 
themselves, establish governments denoting loy- 
alty to the Union , and exhibit a settled determina- 
tion to return to their allegiance, leaving with the 
law-making power to fix the terms of their final 
restoration to all their rights and privileges as 
States of the Union. That this was the view of 
his power taken by the President is evident from 
expressions to that effect in the communications 
of the Secretary of State to the various provis- 
ional governors, and the repeated declarations of 
the President himself. Any other supposition 
inconsistent with this would impute to the Presi- 
dent designs of encroachment upon a co-ordinate 
branch of the government, which should not be 
lightly attributed to the Chief Magistrate of the 
nation. 

When Congress assembled in December last 
the people of most of the States lately in rebel- 
lion haa, under the advice of the President, or- 
ganized local governments, and some of them 
had acceded to the terms proposed by him. In 
his annual message he stated, in general terms, 
what had been done, but he did not see fit to 
communicate the details for the information of 
Congress. While in this and in a subsequent 
message the President urged the speedy restora- 
tion of these States, and expressed the opinion 
that their condition was such as to justify their 
restoration, yet it is quite obvious that Con- 
gress must either have acted blindly on that 
opinion of the President, or proceeded to obtain 
the information requisite for intelligent action 
on the subject. The impropriety of proceeding 
wholly on the judgment of any one man, how- 
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ever exalted his station, in a matter involving 
the welfare of the republic in all future time, oir 
of adopting any plan, coming from any source, 
without fully understanding all its bearings and 
comprehending its full effect, was apparent. The 
first step, therefore, was to obtain the required 
information. A call was accordingly made on 
the President for the information in his posses- 
sion as to what had been done, in order that 
Congress might judge for itself as to the grounds 
of the beliei expressed by him in the fitness of 
States recently in rebellion to participate fully 
in the conduct of n ational affairs. This informa- 
tion was not immediately communicated. When 
the response was finally made, some six weeks 
after your committee had been in actual session, 
it was found that the evidence upon which the 
President seemed to have based his suggestions 
was incomplete and unsatisfactory. Authenti- 
cated copies of the new constitutions and ordi- 
nances adopted by the conventions in three of 
the States had been submitted, extracts from 
newspapers furnished scanty information as to 
the action of one other State, and nothing ap- 
pears to have been communicated as to the re- 
mainder. There was no evidence of the loyalty 
of those who had participated in these conven- 
tions, and in one State alone was any proposi- 
tion made to submit the action of the conven- 
tions to the final judgment of the people. 

Failing to obtain the desired information, and 
left to grope for light wherever it might be found, 
your committee did not deem it either advisable 
or safe to adopt, without further examination, 
the suggestions of the President, more especially 
as be had not deemed it expedient to remove the 
military force, to suspend martial law, or to re- 
store the writ of habeas corpus, but still thought 
it necessary to exercise over the people of the 
rebellious States his military power and juris- 
diction. This conclusion derived still greater 
force from the fact, undisputed, that in all these 
States, except Tennessee and perhaps Arkansas, 
the elections which were held for State officers 
and members of Congress had resulted, almost 
universally, in the defeat of candidates who had 
been true to the Union, and in the election oi 
notorious and unpardoned rebels, men who could 
not take the prescribed oath of office, and who 
made no secret of their hostility to the Govern- 
ment and the people of the United States. Un- 
der these circumstances, any thing. like hasty ac- 
tion would have been as dangerous as it vtj^ 
obviously unwise. It appeared to your com- 
mittee that but one course remained, viz : to in- 
vestigate carefully and thoroughly the state of 
feeling and opinion existing among the people 
of these States ; to ascertain how far their pre- 
tended loyalty could be relied upon, and thence 
to infer whether it would be safe to admit them 
at once to a full participation in the Govern- 
ment they had fought for four jrears to destroy. 
It was an equally important inquiry whether 
their restoration to their former relations with 
the United States should only be granted upon 
certain conditions sgid guarantees which would 
effectually secure the nation against a recur- 
rence of evils so disastrous as those from which 
it had escaped at so enormous a sacrifice. 

To obtain the necessary information recourse 


could only be had to the examination 
nesses whose position had given them 
means of forming an accurate judgme 
could state facts from their own observat 
whose character and standing afforded 
evidence of their truthfulness and impa 
A work like this, covering so large an e 
territory, and embracing such complicj: 
ext.ensive inquiries, necessarily rec[uire 
time and labor. To shorten the time ; 
as possible, the work was divided and p 
the hands of four sub -committees, w 
been diligently employed in its accompli 
The results of their labors have been ne 
submitted, and the country will judge 
they sustain the President's views, and 
they justify the conclusions to which yo 
mittee have finally arrived. 

A claim for the immediate admission c 
tors and Representatives from the so-cal 
federate States has been urged, which £ 
your committee not to be founded eithei 
son or in law, and which cannot be pass( 
out comment. Stated in a few words, it i 
to this : That inasmuch as the lately in 
States had no legal right to separate the 
from the Union, they still retain their p 
as States, and consequently the people 
have a right to immediate representation 
gress without the imposition of any coi 
whatever ; and further, that until such 
sion Congress has no right to tax them 
support of the Government. It has ev 
contended that until such admission all 
tion affecting their interests is, if not ui 
tutional, at least unjustifiable and oppre 

It is believed by your committee tnat a 
propositions are not only wholly untenat 
if admitted, wotkld tend to the destructioj 
Government. 

It must not be forgotten that the people 
States, without justification or excuse, ro 
surrection against the United States. The 
erately abolished their State goverernm 
far as the same connected them political] 
the Union as members thereof under the 
tution. They deliberately renounced th( 
giance to the Federal Government, ar 
ceeded to establish an independent gove 
for themselves. In the prosecution of thi 
prise they seized the nal^ional forts, arsenal 
yards, and other public property withi 
borders, drove out from among them the 
remained true to the Union, and heapei 
imaginable insult and injury upon the 
States and its citizens. Finally tney oper 
tilities, and levied war against the Govei 

They continued this war for four yea 
tlie most determined and malignant spirit, 
in battle and otherwise large numbers c 
people, destroying the property of loyal ' 
on the «ea and on the land, and entailin| 
Government an enormous debt, incurred 
tain its rightful authority. Whether lega 
constitutionally or not, they did, in fact 
draw from the Union and made themselv 
jects of another government of their ownci 
And they only yielded when, after a lone, 1 
and wasting war, they were compellea b 
exhaustion to lay down their arms; ai 
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i not willingly, but declaring that thev 
because they could no longer resist, affora- 
vidence whatever of repentance for their 
nd expressing no regret, except that they 
longer the power to continue the despe- 

iggle. 

not. We think, be denied by any one, 

i tolerable acquaintance with public law, 

war thus waged was a civil war of the 
magnitude. The people waging it were 
ily subject to all the rules wnich, by the 
ations, control a contest of that charac- 
to all the legitimate consequences follow- 
►ne of those consequences was that, within 
;3 prescribed by humanity, the conquered 
3re at the mercy of the conquerors. That 
iment thus outraged had a most perfect 
exact indemnity for the injuries done 
irity against the recurrence of such out- 

the future would seem too clear for dis- 
Vhat the nature of that security should 
t proof should be required of a return to 
3e, what time should elapse before a peo- 
> demoralized should be restored in full 
joyment of political rights and privileges, 
tions for the law-making power to decide, 
i decision must depend on grave consid- 

of the public safety and the general 

noreover contended, and with apparent 
, that, from the peculiar nature and 
>r of our Government, no such right on 

of the conqueror can exist ; that from 
lent when rebellion lays down its arms 
ual hostilities cease, all political rights 
lions communities are at once restored ; 
ause the people of a State of the Union 
ce an organized community within the 
they necessarily so remain, and their 
be represented in Congress at any and all 
ad to participate in the government of 
itry under all circumstances, admits of 
question nor dispute. If this is indeed 
en is the Government of the United 
jowerless for its own protection, and 

rebellion, carried to the extreme of 

r, is a pastime which any State may 

not only certain that it can lose noth- 

ly event, but may even be the gainer by 

If rebellion succeeds, it accomplishes 
ose and destroys the Government. If it 
3 war has been barren of results, and 
le may be still fought out in the legis- 
alls of the country. Treason, defeated 
eld, has only to take possession of Con- 
d the cabinet. 

committee does not deem it either neces- 
proper to discuss the question whether 
! Confederate States are still States of 
ion, or can even be otherwise. Grdnt- 

profitless abstraction, about which so 
ords have been wasted, it by no means 
that the people of those States may not 
em selves in a condition to abrogate the 
and privileges incident to a State of the 
ind aeprive themselves of all pretence of 
exercise those powers and enjoy those 
es. A State within the Union has obli- 
to discharge as a member of the Union, 
submit to federal laws and uphold fed- 


eral authority. It must have a government 
republican in form, under and by which it is 
connected with the General Government, and 
through which it can discharge its obligations. 
It is more than idle, it is a mockery, to contend 
that a people who have thrown off their alle- 
giance, destroyed the local government which 
Dound their States to the Union as members 
thereof, defied its authority, refused to execute 
its laws, and abrogated every provision which 
gave tbem political rights witnin* the Union, 
still retain, tnrough all, the perfect and entire 
right to resume, at their own will and pleasure, 
all their privileges within the Union, and espe- 
cially to participate in its government, and to 
control tne conduct of its affairs. To admit 
such a principle for one monjent would be to 
declare that treason is always master and loy- 
alty a blunder. Such a principle is void by its 
very nature and essence, because inconsistent 
with the theory of government, and fatal to its 
very existence. 

On the contrary, we assert that no portion of 
the people of this country, whether in State or 
Territory, have the right, while remaining on its 
soil, to withdraw from or reject the authority of 
the United States. They must obey its laws as 
paramount, and acknowledge its jurisdiction. 
They have no right to secede ; and while they 
can destroy their State governments, and place 
themselves beyond the pale of the Union, so far 
as the exercise of State privileges is concerned, 
they cannot escape the obligations imposed upon 
them by the Constitution and the laws, nor im- 
pair the exercise of national authority. The Con- 
stitution, it will be observed, does not act upon 
States, as such, but upon the people j while, 
therefore, the people cannot escape its authority, 
the States may, through the act of their people, 
cease to exist in an organized form, and thus 
dissolve their political relations with the United 
States. 

That taxation should be only with the consent 
of the taxed, through their own representatives, 
is a cardinal principle of all free governments; 
but it is not true that taxation and representa- 
tion must go together under all circumstances, 
and at every moment of time. The people of the 
District of Columbia and of the Territories are 
taxed, although not represented in Coneress. If 
it is true that the people of the so-called Confed- 
rate States had no right to throw off the au- 
thority of the United States, it is equally true 
that they are bound at all times to share the 
t)urdens of government. They cannot, either le- 
gally or equitably, refuse to bear their just pro- 
portion of these burdens by voluntarily abdi- 
cating their rights and privileges as States of 
the Union, and refusing to be represented in the 
councils of the nation, much less by rebellion 
against national authority and levying war. 
To hold that by so doing they could escape tax- 
ation would be to offer a premium for insurrec- 
tion, to reward instead of punishing for treason. 
To hold that as soon as government is restored 
to its full authority it can be allowed no time to 
secure itself against similar wrongs in the fu- 
ture, or else omit the ordinary exercise of its 
constitutional power to compel equal contribu- 
tion from all towards the expenses of govern* 


88 


POLITICAL MANUAL. 


ment, WQuld be unreasonable in itself and 
unjust to the nation. It is sufficient to reply that 
the loss of representation by the people of the 
insurrectionary States w^ their own voluntary 
choice. They might abandon their privileges, 
but they could not escape their obligations ; 
and surely they have no right to complain 
if, before resuming those privileges, and while the 
people of the United States are devising measures 
for the public safety, rendered necessary by 
the act of those who thus disfranchised them- 
selves, they are compelled to contribute their 
just proportion of the general burden of taxa- 
tion incurred by their wickedness and folly. 

Equally absurd is the pretense that the legis- 
lative authority of the nation must be inopera- 
tive so far as tney are concerned, while they, by 
their own act, have lost the right to take part 
in it. Such a proposition carries its own refu- 
tation on its face. 

While thus exposing fallacies which, as your 
committee believe, are resorted to for the purpose 
of misleading the people and distracting tneir at- 
tention from the questions at- issue, we freely 
admit that such a condition of things should be 
brought, if possible, to a speedy termination. 
It is most desirable that the Union of all the 
States should become perfect at the earliest mo- 
ment consistent with the peace and welfare of 
the nation ; that all these States should become 
fully represented in the national councils, and 
take their share in the legislation of the coun- 
try. The possession and exercise of more than 
its just share of power by any section is inju- 
rious, as well to that section as to all others. Its 
tendency is distracting and demoralizing, and 
such a state of affairs is only to be tolerated on 
the ground of a necessary regard to the public 
safety. As soon as that satety is secured it 
Bhouid terminate. 

Your committee came to the consideration of 
the subject referred to them with the most 
anxious desire to ascertain what was the condi- 
tion of the people of the States recently in in- 
surrection, and what, if anything, was necessary 
to be done before restoring them to the fall en- 
joyment of all their original privileges. It was 
undeniable that the war into which they had 
plunged the country had materially cnanged 
their relations to the people of the loyal States. 
Slavery had been abolished by constitutional 
amendment. A large proportion of the popu- 
lation had become, instead of mere chattels, 
free men and citizens. Through all the past, 
struggle these had remained true and loyal, and 
had, in large numbers, fought on the side of the 
Union. It was impossible to abandon them 
without securing them their rights as free men 
and citizens. The whole civilized world would 
have cried out against such base ingratitude, 
and the bare idea is offensive to all right-thint- 
ing men. Hence it became important to inquire 
what could be done to secure their rights, civil 
and political. It was evident to your committee 
that adequate security could only be found in 
appropriate constitutional provisions. By an 
original provision of the Constitution, represen- 
tation is based on the whole number of free 
persons in each State, and three-fifths of all 
other persons. When all become free, represen- 


tation for all necessarily follows. As a ooi 
quence tfie inevitable effect of the re! 
would be to increase the political power of 
insurrectionary States, whenever they she 
be allowed to resume their positions as States 
the Union. As representation is by the Con " 
tution based upon population, your commil 
did not think it advisable to recommend 
change of that basis. The increase of repi 
tation necessarily resulting from the abolit 
of slavery was considered the most impoi 
element in the questions arising out of 
changed condition of affairs, and the n( 
for some fundamental action in this re^ 
seemed imperative. It appeared to your coi 
mittee that the rights of these persons by wl 
the basis of representation had been thus 
creased should be recognized by the Gei 
Government. While slaves, they were not 
sidered as having any rights, civil or politiciiij 
It did not seem just or proper that all the polifr* 
cal advantages derived from their becoming fo 
should be confined to their former masters, wl 
had fought against the Union, and withhdifj 
from themselves, who had always been loyal; 
Slavery, by building up a ruling and domi 
class, had produced a spirit of oligarchy adventfj 
to republican institutions, which finally inaup^rj 
rated civil war. The tendency ot continmnj 
the domination of such a class, oy leaving it in 
the exclusive possession of political power, woidd 
be to encourage the same spirit, and lead to § 
similar result. Doubts were entertained whether 
Congress had power, even under the amended 
Constitution, to prescribe the qualifications ol 
voters in a State, or could act directly on tfal' 
subject. It was doubtful, in the opinion of your 
committee, whether the States would consent t§ 
surrender a power they had always exercised,- 
and to which they were attached. As the hek^ 
if not the only, method of surmounting the diffi- 
culty, and as eminently just and proper in itselt 
your committee came to the conclusion that po- 
litical power should be possessed in all the Stated 
exactly in proportion as the right of suffrage 
should, be granted, without distinction of col<tf 
or race. This it was thought would leave te 
whole question with the people of each State^ 
holding out to all the aavantage of increased 
political power as an inducement to allow all W 
participate, in its exercise. Such a provisio* 
would be in its nature gentle and persuasive, 
and would lead, it was hoped, at no distant day,' 
to an equal participation of all, without distini*' 
tion, in all the rights and privileges of citizeur 
ship, thus affording a full and adequate protec- 
tion to all classes of citizens, since all would 
have, through the ballot-box, the power of self- 
protection. 

Holding these views, your committee prepared 
an amendment to the Constitution*to carry ottb 
this idea, and submitted the same to Congress. 
Unfortunately, as wa think, it did not receivi 
the necessary constitutional support in the Sen- 
ate, and therefore could not be proposed for 
adoption by the States. The principle involved 
in tnat amendment is, howpver, believed to bO 
sound, and your committee have again proposed 
it in another form, hoping that it may reoeiw 
the approbation of Congress. 
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Fonr committee have been unable to find, in 
f evidence submitted to Congress by the Presi- 
It, under date of March 6, 1866, in compliance 
the resolutions of January 5 and February 
[1866, any satisfactory proof that either of 
insurrectionary States, except, perhaps, the 
of Tennessee, has placed itself in a condi- 
to resume its political relations to the 
•n. The first step towards that end would 
'arily be the establishment of a republican 
of government by the people. It has been 
►re remarked that the provisional governors, 
ointed by the President in the exercise of his 
[itary autnority, could do nothing by virtue 
hthe power thus conferred towards the estab- 

Bment of a State government. They were 
ng under the War JDepartment and paid out 
jFits funds. They were simply bridging over 
tk cha<5m between rebellion and restoration. 
|fed yet we find them calling conventions and 
*" [Vcning legislatures. Not only this, but we 

' the conventions and legislatures thus con- 

jhed acting under executive direction as to the 

isions required to be adopted in their con- 

itions and ordinances as conditions precedent 

'their recognition by the President. The in- 
lent held out by the President for corn- 
ice with the conditions imposed was, directly 

one instance, and presumably, therefore, in 

iers, the immediate admission of Senators and 
lentatives to Congress. The character of 

conventions and le^slatures thus assembled 
•^ not Buch as to inspire confidence in the good 
fcth of their members. Governor Perry, of 
buth Carolina, dissolved the convention assem- 
fcd in that State before the suggestion had 
Bached Columbia from Washington that the 
ftel war debt should be repudiated, and gave 
* bis reason that it was a " revolutionary body." 
liere is no evidence of the loyalty or disloyalty 
f the members of those conventions and legis- 
ktixres except the fact of pardons being asked 
jt on their account. Some of these States now 
(mhning representation refused to adopt the 
bnditions imposed. No reliable information is 
tend in these papers as to the constitutional 
ttoviflions of several of these States, while in 
KOt one of them is there the slightest evidence 
ifiishow that these "amended constitutions," as 
Ihey are called, have ever been submitted to the 
beople for their adoption. In North Carolina 
none an ordinance was passed to that effect, but 
It^oes not appear to have been acted on. Not one 
^Ihem, therefore, has been ratified. Whether, 
yifh. President Johnson, we adopt the theory 
tkftt the old constitutions were abrogated and 
fcrtroyed, and the people " deprived of all civil 
gyremment," or whether we adopt the alterna- 
w?e doctrine that they were only suspended and 
Ntwe revived by the suppression of the rebel- 
lion, the new provisions must be considered as 
dually destitute of validity before adoption by 
'the people. If the conventions were called for the 
*ol6 purpose of putting the State government into 
^ration, they had no power either to adopt a 
6w constitution or to amend an old one with- 
out the consent of the people. Nor could either 
I convention or a legislature change the funda- 
mental law without power previously conferred. 
& the view of your committee, it followB, there- 


fore, that the people of a State where the con- 
stitution has been thus amended might feel them- 
selves justified in repudiating altogether all such 
unauthorized assumptions ot" power, and might 
be expected to do so at pleasure. 

So far as the disposition of the people of the 
insurrectionary Stales, and the probability of 
their adopting mec^sures conforming to the 
changed condition of affairs, can be inferred 
from the papers submitted by the President as 
the basis of his action, the prospects are far from 
encouraging. It appears quite clear that the 
anti-slavery amendments, botli to the State and 
Federal Constitutions, were adopted with reluc- 
tance by the bodies which did adopt them, whil« 
in some States they have been either parsed by 
in silence or rejected. The language of all tQ« 
provisions and ordinances of these States on the 
subject amounts to nothing more than an un- 
willing admission of an unwelcome truth. At 
to the ordinance of secession, it is, in some cases, 
declared " null and void," and in others simply 
" repealed ;" and in no instance is a refutation 
of tnis deadly heresy considered worthy of ft 
place in the new constitution. 

If, as the President assumes, these insurre<k- 
tionary States were, at the close of the war, 
wholly without State govern ihents, it would seem 
that, before being admitted to participation in 
the direction of public affairs, such governmentB 
should be regularly organized. Long usage 
has established, and numerous statutes have 

§' ointed out, the mode in which this should be 
one. A convention to frame a form of govern- 
ment should be assembled under competent au- 
thority. Ordinarily, this authority emanates 
from Congress ; but, under the peculiar circum- 
! stances, your committee is not disposed to yiti- 
cise the President's action in assuming the power 
exercised by him in th is regard. The convention, 
when assembled, should frame a conptitution of 
government, which should bo submitted to the 
people for adoption. If adopted, a legislature 
should be convened to pass tno laws necessary 
to carry it into effect. When a State thus or- 
ganized claims representation in Congress, the 
etection of representatives should be provided 
for by law, in accordance with the laws of Con- 
gress regulating representation, and the proof 
that the action taken has been in conformity to 
law should be submitted to Congress. 

In no case have these essential preliminary 
steps been taken. The conventions assembled 
seem to have assumed that the constitutions 
which had been repudiated and overthrown were 
still in existence, and operative^to constitute 
the States members of the Union, and to have 
contented themselves with such amendments as 
they were informed were requisite in order to 
insure their return to an immediate participation 
in the Government of the United States. Not 
waiting to ascertain whether the people they 
represented would adopt even the proposed 
amendments, they at once ordered elections of 
representatives to Congress, in nearly all in- 
stances before an executive had been chosen to 
issue writs of election under the State laws, and 
such elections as were held were ordered by the 
conventions. In one instance, at least, the writs 
of election were signed by the provisional gov- 
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ernor. Glaring irregularities and unwarranted 
assumptions of power are manifest in several 
cases, particularly in South Carolina, where the 
convention, although disbanded by the pro- 
visional governor on the ground that it was a 
revolutionary body, assumed to redistrict the 
State. .% 

It is quite evident from all these facts, and 
indeed from the whole mass of testimony sub- 
mitted by the President to the Senate, that in 
no instance was regard paid to any other con- 
sideration than obtaining immediate admission 
to Congress, under the barren form of an election 
in which no precautions were taken to secure 
regularity of proceedings or the assent of the 
people. No constitution nas been legally adopted 
except, perhaps, in the State of Tennessee, and 
such elections as have been held were without 
authority of law. Your committee are accord- 
ingly forced to the conclusion that the States 
referred to have not placed themselves in a con- 
dition to claim representation in Congress, unless 
all the rules which have, since the foundation 
of the Government, been deemed essential in 
such cases should bo disregarded. 

It would undoubtedly be competent for Con- 
cress to waive all formalities and to admit these 
Confederate States to representation at once, 
trusting that time and experience would set all 
things right. Whether it would be advisable to 
do so, however, must depend upon other con- 
siderations of which it remains to treat. But it 
may well be observed, that the inducements to 
such a step should be of the very highest char- 
acter. It seems to your committee. not unreason- 
able to require satisfactory evidence that the 
ordinances and constitutional provisions which 
the president deemed essential in the first in- 
stance will be permanently adhered to by the 
Eeople of the States seeking restoration, after 
eing admitted to full participation in the 
government, and will not be repudiated when 
that object shall have been accomplished. And 
here the burden of proof rests upon the late 
insurgents who are seeking restoration to the 
rights and privileges which they willingly aban- 
doned, and not upon the people of the United 
States who have never undertaken, directly or 
indirectly, to deprive them thereof. It should 
appear affirmatively that they are prepared and 
disposed in good faith to accept tne results of 
the war, to abandon their hostility to the Gov- 
ernment, and to live in peace and amity with 
the people of the loyal States, extending to all 
classes of citizens equal rights and privileges, 
and conforming to the repuolican idea of liberty 
and equality. They should exhibit in their acts 
sometning more than an unwilling submission 
to an unavoidable necessity — a feeling, if not 
cheerful, certainly not offensive and defiant. 
And they should evince an entire repudiation 
of all hostility to the General Government, by 
an acceptance of such just and reasonable con- 
ditions as that Government should think the 
public safety demands. Has this been done ? 
Let us look at the facts shown by the evidence 
taken by the committee. 

Hardly is the war closed before the people of 
these insurrectionary States come forward and 
haughtily claim, as a right, the privilege of par- 


ticipating at once in that Government \rbi 
they had for four years been fighting to ov 
throw. Allowed and encouragea by the Exa 
tive to organize State governments, they at oi 
placed in power leading rebels, unrepentant i 
unpardoned, excluding with contempt those n 
had manifested an attachment to the Union, i 
preferring, in many instances, those who 
rendered themselves the most obnoxious, 
the face of the law requiring an oath wi 
would necessarily exclude all such men 
federal offices, they elect, with very few exc 
tions, as Senators and Representatives in 
gress men who had actively participated in 
rebellion, insultingly denouncing the law asi 
constitutional. It is only necessary to insta 
the election to the Senate of the late vice pi 
dent of the Confederacy, a man who, against! 
own declared convictions, had lent all tne we' 
of his acknowledged ability and of his influei 
as a most prominent public man to the cauaftj 
the rebellion, and who, unpardoned rebel aa] 
is, with that oath stari ng him in the face, hi 
the assurance to lay his credentials on the til| 
of the Senate. Other rebels of scarcely less d^ 
or notoriety were selected from other quarUj 
Professing no repentance, glorying apparenj 
in the crime they had committed, avowing tm 
as the uncontradicted testimony of Mr. Stephai 
and many others proves, an adherence to ft 
pernicious doctrine of secession, and declara 
that they yielded only to necessity, they ina| 
with unanimous voice, upon their rights as Static 
and proclaim that they will submit to no om 
ditions whatever as preliminary to their nl 
sumption of power under that Constitution wlikj 
they still claim the right to repudiate. 

Examining the evidence taken by your coft 
mittee still further, in connection with facts tel 
notorious to be disputed, it appears that th 
southern press, with few exceptions, and thou 
mostly 01 newspapers recently established Iq 
northern men, abound with weekly and dui^ 
abuse of the institutions an^d people of the loyi 
States ; defends the men who led, and the prinfl 
pies which incited, the rebellion ; denounces aa 
reviles southern men who adhered to the Uni« 
and strives, constantly and unscrupulously, t 
every means in its power, to keep alive the ft 
of hate and discord between the sections ; calliJ 
upon the President to violat(f his oath of oflic 
overturn the Government by force of arms, az 
drive the representatives of the people from the 
seats in Congress. The national banner 
openly insulted, and the national airs scoffed 8 
not only by an ignorant populace, but at publ 
meetings, and once, among other notable i 
stances, at a dinner given in honor of a notorio 
rebel who had violated his oath and abandoni 
his fiag. The same individual is elected to i 
important office in" the leading city of his Stat 
although an unpardoned rebel, and so offensi 
that the President refuses to allow him to ent 
upon his official duties. In another State t 
leading general of the rebel armies is open 
nominated for governor by the speaker of t 
house of delegates, and the nomination is hail 
by the people with shouts of satisfaction, a 
openly indorsed by the press. 

Looking still further at the evidence tak 
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your committee, it is found to be clearly 
>wn, by witnesses of the highest character, 
having the best means of oBservation, that 
te Freedmen's Bureau, instituted for the relief 
id protection of freedmen and refugees, is 
most universally opposed by the mass of the 
^ roulation, and existe in an efficient condition 
inly under military protection, while the Union 
aen of the South are earnest in its defence, 
leclaring with onevoicfe«that without its pro- 
iction tne colored people would not be permit- 
id to labor at fair prices, and could haraly live 
i safety. They also testify that without the 
j^TOtection of iJnited States jt-oops Union men, 
lijrhether of northern or soutnern origin, would 
^e obliged to abandon their homes. The feeling 
1 in many portions of the country towards the 
Emancipated slaves, especially among the uned- 
, -Heated and ignorant, is one of vindictive and 
malicious hatred. This deep-seated prejudice 
F«gainst color is assiduously cultivated by the 
^jublic journals, and leads to acts of cruelty, 
, -oppression, and murder, which the local author- 
'^itiee are at no pains to prevent or punish. There 
i« no general disposition to place the colored 
^,race, constituting at least two nfths'of the popu- 
lation, upon terms even of civil equality. While 
•many instances may be found where large 
. planters and men of the better class accept the 
situation, and honestly strive to bring about a 
better order of things, by employing the freed- 
men at fair wages and treating them kindly, 
the general feeling and disposition among all 
classes are yet totally averse to the toleration 
of any class of people friendly to the Union, 
be they white or black ; and this aversion is 
Hot unfrequently manifested in an insulting and 
. offensive manner. 

The witnesses examined as to the willingness 
of the people of the South to contribute, under 
existing laws, to the payment of the national 
debt, prove that the taxes levied by the United 
States will be paid only on compulsion and 
with great reluctance, while there prevails, to a 
oonsiderable extent, an expectation that com- 
pensation will be made for slaves emancipated 
and property destroyed during the war. The 
testimony on this point comes from officers of 
the Union army, officers of the late rebel army. 
Union men of the Southern States, and avowed 
secessionists, almo^ all of whom state that, in 
their opinion, the people of the rebellious States 
would, if they should see a prospect of success, 
repudiate the national debt. 

While there is scarcely any hope or desire 
among leading men to renew the attempt af 
secession at any future time, there is still, ac- 
cording to a laree number of witnesses, includ- 
ing A. H. Stephens, who may be regarded as 
good authority on that point, a generally pre- 
vailing opinion which defends the legal right 
of secession, and upholds the doctrine that the 
first allegiance of the people is duo to the States, 
and not to the United States. This belief evi- 
dently prevails among leading and prominent 
men as well as among the masses everywhere, 
except in some of the northern counties of Ala- 
bama and the eastern counties of Tennessee. 

The evidence of an intense hostility to the 
Federal Union, and an equally intense love of 
-ihe late Confederacy, nurtured by the war, is de* ^ 


cisive. While it appears that nearly all are 
willing to submit, at least for the time being, to 
the federal authority, it is equally clear that the 
ruling motive is a dftsire to obtain the advanta- 
ges which will be derived from a representation 
in Congress. Officers of the Union army on 
duty, and northern men wlio go South to en- 
gage in business, are generally detested and pro- 
scribed. Southern men who adhered to the 
Union are bitterly hated and relentlessly perse- 
cuted. In some localities prosecutions have 
been instituted in State courts against Union 
officers for acts done in the line of official duty, 
and similar prosecutions are threatened else- 
where as soon as the United States troops are 
removed. All such demonstrations show a state 
of feeling against which it is unmistakably ne- 
cessary to guard. 

The testimony is conclusive that after the col- 
lapse of the Confederacy the feeling of the people 
of the rebellious States was that of abject sub- 
mission. Having appealed to the tribunal of 
arms, they had no hope except that by the 
magnanimity of their conquerors their lives, and 
possibly their property, might be preserved. 
Unfortunately, the general issue of pardons to 
persons who had been prominent in the rebel- 
lion, and the feeling of kindness and conciliation 
manifested by the Executive, and very gene- 
rally indicated through the northern press, bad 
the effect to render whole communities forgetful 
of the crime they had commit.ted, defiant towards 
the Federal Government, and regardless of their 
duties as citizens. The conciliatory measures of 
the Government do not seem to have been met 
even half way. The bitterness and defiance ex- 
hibited toward the United States under such cir- 
cumstances is without a parallel in the history 
of the world. In return for our leniency we 
receive only an insulting denial of our author- 
ity. In return for our Kind desire for the re- 
sumption of fraternal relations we receive, only 
an insolent assumption of rights and privileges 
long since forfeited. The crime we have pun- 
ished is paraded as a virtue, and the principles 
of republican government which we have vindi- 
cated at so terrible cost are denounced as unjust 
and oppressive. 

If we add to this evidence the fact that, al- 
though peace has been declared by the Presi- 
dent, he has not, to this day, deemed it safe to 
restore the writ of habeas corpus, to relieve the 
insurrectionary States of martial law, nor to 
withdraw the troops from many localities, and 
that the commanding general deems an increase 
of the army indispensable to the preservation 
of order and the protection of loyal and well- 
disposed people in the South, the proof of a 
condition of feeling hostile to the Union and 
dangerous to the Government throughout the 
insurrectionary States would seem to be over- 
whelming. 

With such evidence before them, it is the 
opinion of your committee — 

I. That the States lately in rebellion were, 
at the close of the war, disorganized communi- 
ties, without civil government, and without con- 
stitutions or other forms, by virtue of -v^hich 
political relations could legally exist between 
them and the Federal Government. 

XI. That Congress cannot be expected to r^ 
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cognize as valid the election of representatives 
from disorganized communities, which, from the 
very nature of tlie case, were unable to present 
their claim to representation under those estab- 
lished and recognized rules, the observance of 
which has been hitherto required. 

III. That Congress would" not be justified in 
admitting such communities to a participation 
in the government of the country wijjaout first 
providing such constitutional or other guaran- 
tees as will tend to secure the civil rights of all 
citizens of the Republic ; a just equality of rep- 
resentation ; protection against claims founded 
in rebellion and crime ; a temporary restoration 
of the right of sufi'rage to those who have not 
actively participated in the efforts to destroy 
the Union and overthrow the Governinent ; and 
the exclusion' from positions of public trust of 
at least a portion of those whose crimes have 
proved them to be enemies to the Union, and 
unworthy of public confidence. 

Your committee will, perhaps, hardty be deemed 
excusable for extending tnis report further; 
but inasmuch as immediate and unconditional 
^epresent^,tion of the States lately in rebellion 
is demanded as a matter of right, and delay, and 
even hesitation, is denounced as grossly oppres- 
&ive and unjust, as well as unwise and impolitic, 
it may not be amiss again to call attention to a 
few undisputed and notorious facts, and the 
principles of public law applicable thereto, in 
order that the propriety of that claim may be 
fully considered and well understood. 

The State of Tennessee occupies a position 
distinct from all the other insurrectionary States, 
and has been the subject of a separate report, 
which your committee have not thought it expe- 
dient to disturb. Whether Congress shall see 
fit to make that State the subject of separate 
action, or to include it in the same category with 
all others, so far as concerns the imposition 
of preliminary conditions, it is not witnin the 
province of this committee either to deteriaine 
or advise. 

To ascertain whether anjr of the so-called 
Confederate States •* are entitled to be repre- 
sented in either House of Congress," the essen- 
tial inquiry is, whether there is, in any one of 
them, a constituency qualified to be represented 
in Congress. The question how far persons 
claiming seats in either House possess the cre- 
dentials necessary to enable them to represent a 
duly qualified constituency is one for the con- 
sideration of each House separately, after the 
preliminary question shall nave been finally 
determined. 

We now propose to re-state, as briefly as 
possible, the general facts and principles appli- 
cable to all the States recently in rebellion. 

First. The seats of the senators and repre- 
sentatives from the so-called Confederate States 
became vacant in the year 1861, during the 
second session of the Thirty-sixth Congress, by the 
voluntary withdrawal of their incumbents, with 
the sanction and by direction of the legislatures 
or conventions of. their respective States. This 
was done as a hostile act against the Constitution 
and Government of the United States, with a de- 
clared intent to overthrow the same by forming 
a southern confederation. This act of declarea 
hostility was speedily followed by an organiza- 


tion of the same States into a confederacy, whiA' 
levied- and waged war, by sea and land, againsfci 
the United States. This war continued more 
than four years, within which period the rebel, 
armies besieged the national capital, invaded tbt 
loyal States, burned their towns and cities, rob- 
bed their citizens, destroyed more than 250,000^ 
loyal soldiers, and imposed an increased national 
burden of not less than $3,500,000,000, of which 
seven or eight hundred millions have already 
been met and paid. From the time these con- 
federated States thus withdrew their representa- 
tion in Congress and levied war against the Unite! 
States, the great mass. of their people became anl 
were insurgents, rebels, traitors, and all of them 
assumed and occupied the political, legal, and 
practical relation of enemies of the United Statea. 
This position is established by acts of CongreM 
and judicial decisions, and is recognized repeat- 
edly by the President in public proclamation^ 
documents, and speeches. 

Second. The States thus confederated prosecn- 
ted their war against the United States to final 
arbitrament, and did not cease until all their 
armies were captured, their military power des- 
troyed, their Tcivil officers. State ana confederate, 
taken prisoners or put to flight, every vestige of 
State and confederate governinent obliterated, 
their territory overrun and occupied by the fede* 
ral armies, and their people reduced to the coty- 
dition of enemies conquered in war, entitled only 
by publia law to such fights, privileges, and con- 
ditions as might be vouchsafed by the conqueror. 
This position is also established by judicial deci- 
sions, and is recognized by the President in pubUfi 
proclamations, documents, and speeches. 

Third. Having voluntarily deprived them- 
selves of representation in Congress, for the 
criminal purpose of destroying the Federal Union, 
and having reduced themselves, by the act of 
levying war, to the condition of public enemies, 
they have no right to complain of temporary ex- 
clusion from Congress; but on the contrary, 
having voluntarily renounced the right to rep- 
resentation, and disqualified themselves by erimt 
from participating in the Government, the ourden 
now rests upon them, before claiming to herein- 
stated in their former condition, to show that 
they are qualified to resume federal relationa. 
In order to do this, they must prove that they 
have established, with the consent of the peoplei, 
republican forms of government in harmony with 
the Constitution and laws of the United States, 
that all hostile purposes have ceased, and should 
give adequate guarantees against future treason 
«.nd rebellion — guarantees which shall prov« 
satisfactory to tne Government against which 
they rebelled, and by whose arms they weresob- 
dued. 

Fourth. Having, by this treasonable with- 
drawal from Congress, and by flagrant rebellion 
and war, forfeited all civil and political rights 
and privileges under the Constitution, they caB 
only be restored thereto by the permission ''and 
authority of that constitutional power agsdnsi 
which they rebelled and by which they weM 
subdued. 

Fifth. These rebellious enemies were conqIle^ 
ed by the people of the United States, acting 
through all the co-ordinate branches of tht 
Government, and not by the executive depai^ 
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ilone. The powers of conqueror are not 
ed in the President that he can fix and 
.e the terms of settlement and confer 
ssional representation on conquered rob- 
traitora. Nor can he, in any way, qualify 
s of the Government to exercise its law- 
5 power. The authority to restore rebels 
tical power in the Federal Government 
exorcised only with' the concurrence of 
departments in which political power is 
; and hence the several proclamations of 
jsident to the people of the Confederate 
cannot be considered as extending beyond 
•poses declared, and can only be regarded 
isional permission, by the commander-in- 
f the army to do certain acts, the effect 
lidity whereof is to be determined by the 
itional government, and not solely by the 
ve power. 

1. The question before Coneress is, then, 
r conquered enemies have the right, and 
) permitted at their own pleasure and on 
Nn terms, to participate in making laws 
ir conquerors ; whether conquered rebels 
lange their theatre of operations from 
:tle-field, where they were defeated and 
own, to the halls of Congress, and, 

I their representatives, seize upon the 
ment which they fought to destroy; 
r the national treasury, the army of the 
its navy, its forts and arsenals, its whole 
[ministration, its credit, its pensioners, 
.ows an orphans of those who perished 
var, the public honor, peace and safety, 

II be turned over to tne keeping of its 
jnemies without delay, and without im- 
such conditions as, in the opinion of 
IS, the security of the country and its 
ons may demand. 

ith. The history of mankind exhibits no 
3 of such madness and folly. The in- 
if self-preservation protests against it. 
•render by Grant to Lee, and by Sher- 

Johnston, would have been di3aster8 of 
^nitude, for new armies could have been 
aew battles fought, and the Government 

The anti-coercive policy, which, under 
of avoiding bloodshed, allowed the re- 
to take form and gather force, would be 
id in infamy by the matchless wickedness 
uld now surrender the halls of Congress 
! so. recently in rebellion, until proper 
ons shall have been taken to secure the 
i faith and the national safety, 
h. As has been shown in this report, and 
evidence submitted, no proof has been 

by Congress of a constituency in any 
the so-caQled Confederate States, unless 
spt the State of Tennessee, qualified to 
lators and Representatives in Congress. 
3 constitution, or amendment to a State 
tion, has had the sanction of the people. 
;o-called legislation of State conventions 
islatures has been had under military 
1. If the President may, at his will, 
ler his own authority, whether as mili- 
imander or chief executive, qualify per- 
appoint Senators and elect Kepresenta- 
id empower others to appoint and elect 
> thereby practically controL) the orgftni- 
t the legislaUve. department. The con- 


stitutional form of government is thereby prac- 
tically destroyed, and its powers absorbed in 
the Executive. And while your committee do 
not for a moment impute to the t*resideiit any 
such design, but cheerfully concede to him the 
most patriotic motives, they caftnot but look 
with alarm upon ar precedent so fraught with 
danger to the Republic. 

Ninth. The necessity of providing adequate 
safeguards for the future, before restoring the in- 
surrectionary States to a participation in the 
direction of public affairs, is apparent from the 
bitter hostility to the Government and people of 
the United States yet existing throughout the 
conquered territory, as proved incontestably by 
the testimony of many witnesses and by un- 
disputed facts. 

lenth. The conclusion of your committee 
therefore is, that the so-called Confederate States 
are not at present entitled to representatMpL in 
the Congress of the United States ; that, before 
allowing such representation, adequate security 
for future peace and safety should be required ; 
that this can only be found in such changes of 
the organic law as sh^U determine the civil 
rights and privileges of all citizens in all parts 
of the Repuulic, shall place representation on an 
equitable basis, shall fix a stigma upon treason, 
and protect the loyal people against future 
claims for the expenses incurred m support of 
rQbellion and for manumitted slaves, together 
with an express grant of power in Congress to 
enforce those provisions. To this end they offer 
a joint resolution for amending the Constitution 
ot the United States, and the two several bills 
designed to carry the same into effect, before 
referred to. 

Before closing this report, your committee beg 
leave to state that the specific recommendations 
submitted by them ard tne result of mutual con- 
cession, after a long and careful comparison of 
conflicting opinions. Upon a question of such 
magnitude, infinitely important as it is to the 
future of the Republic, it was not to be expected 
that all ehouH tliink alike. Sensible of the im- 
perfections of the scheme, your committee sub- 
mit it to Congress as the best they could agree 
upon, in the hope that its imperfections may be 
cured, and its deficiencies supplied, by legisla- 
tive wisdom; amd that, when finally adopted, 
it mav tend to restore peace and harmony to 
the whole country, and to place our repubUca-n 
institutions on a more stable foundation. 

W. P. Fessenden, 
James W. Grimes, 
Ira Harris, 
J. M. Howard, 
George H. Williams, 
Thaddeus Stevens, 
Ellihu B. Washburhb, 
♦ Justin S. Morrill, 
Jno. a. Binoham, 
roscoe conkling, 
George S. Boutwell. 


Xinorit J Eeport. 

June 22 — Mr. Johnson in the Senate, and Mr. 
Bociebs in the House, submitted this 

HEPORT: 

Thie^.«jDLde)»i^f4i a xoinority ofitbd jointoiHik- 
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raittee of the Senate and House of Eepresenta- 
tives, constituted under the concurrent resolu- 
tion of the i3th of December, 1865, making it 
their duty to " inquire into the condition of the 
States which formed the so-called Confederate 
States of America, and to report whether they or 
any of them are entitled to be represented in 
either House of Congress, with leave to report by 
bill or otherwise," not being able to concur in 
the measures recommended oy the majority, or 
in the grounds Hpon which they base them, beg 
leave to report : 

In order to obtain a correct apprehension of 
the subject, and as having a direct bearing upon 
it, the undersigned think it all important clearly 
to ascertain what was the effect of the late in- 
surrection upon the^ relations of the States where 
it prevailed to the General Government, and of 
the people collectively and individually of such 
States. To this inquiry they therefore first ad- 
dress themselves. 

First, as to the States. . Did the insurrection 
. «t its commencement, or at any subsequent time, 
legally dissolve the connection between those 
States and the General Government? In our 
judgment, so far from this being a "profitless 
abstraction," it is a vit^l inquiry. For if that 
connection was not disturbed, such States dur- 
ing the entire rebellion were as completely com- 
ponent States of the United States as they were 
before the rebellion, and were bound by all the 
obligations which the Constitution imposes, and 
entitled to all its privileges. Was not this their 
condition ? 

The opposite view alone can justify the denial 
' of such rights and privileges. That a State of 
the Union can exist without possessing them is 
inconsistent with the very nature of the Gov- 
ernment and terms of the Constitution. In its 
nature the Government is formed of and by 
States possessing equal rights and powers. States 
unequal are not known to the Constitution. In 
ita original formation perfect equality was ee- 
cared. They were granted the *same represen- 
tation in the Senate, and the same right to be 
represented in the House of Representatives; 
the difference in the latter beimg regulated only 
by a difference in population. JBut every State, 
however small its population, was secured one 
Representative in that branch: Each State was 
given the right, and the same right, to partici- 
pate in the election of President and Vice Presi- 
dent, and all alike were secured the benefit of 
the judicial department. The Constitution, too, 
was submitted to the people of each State sep- 
arately, and adopted By them in that capacity. 
The convention which framed it considered, as 
they were bound to do, each as a separate sov- 
ereignty, that could not be subjected to the 
Constitution except by its own consent. That 
consent was consequently asked and given. The 
equality, therefore, of rights was the condition 
of the original thirteen States before the Gov- 
ernment was formed, and such equality was not 
only not interfered with, but guaranteed to 
tfeem as well in regard to the powers conferred 
Ufon the General Government, as to those re- 
served to the States or to the people of- the 
States. 

The same equality is secnred to the States 
' -which have been admitted into*the Union sinpe 


the Constitution was adopted. In each ins 
thp State admitted has been "declared to beoi 
of the United States, on an equal footing 
the original States in all respects whatevet." 

The Constitution, too, so far as ipost of 
powers it contains are concerned, operates dir^ 
upon the people in their individual and a; 
gate capacity, and on all alike. Each ci 
therefore, of every State owes the same a! 
giance to the General Government, and is ent| 
tied to the same protection. The obligation 
this allegiance it is not within the legal po 
of his State or of himself to annul or evade. 
is made paramount and perpetual, and for 
very reason it is equally the paramount daty 
the General Government to allow to the citij 
of each State, and to the State, the rights 
cured to. both, and the protection necessary 
their full enjoyment. A citizen may, no dou^- 
forfeit such rights by committing a crime agaiut^ 
the United States upon conviction of the sam 
where such forfeiture by law antecedently paasei, 
is made a part of the punishment. But a State 
cannot in its corporate capacity be made liabk 
to such a forfeiture, for a State, as such, imda 
the Constitution, cannot commit or be indicted 
for a crime. No legal proceeding, criminal or J 
civil, can be instituted to deprive a State of t]ie ■ 
benefits of the Constitution, by forfeiting M i 
against her any of the rights it secures, fler 
citizens, be they few or many, ma;^ be proceeded 
against under the law and convicted, but tie 
State remains a State of the Union. To concede 
that, by the illegal conduct of her own citizem, 
she can be withdrawn from the Union, isvirto- 
ally .to concede the right of secession. For what 
difference does it make as regards the result 
whether a State can rightfully secede, (a doc- 
trine, by-the-by, heretofore maintained by 
statesmen North as well as South,) or whether 
by the illegal conduct of her citizens she ceaaes 
to be a State of the Union ? In either case the 
end is the same. The only difference is that by 
the one theory she ceases by law to be such a 
State, and by the other by crime, without and 
against law. But the doctrine is wholly erro- 
neous. A State once in the Union must abide 
in it forever. She can never withdraw from or be 
expelled from it. A different principle would 
subject the Union to dissolution at any momeit ' 
It is, therefore, alike perilous and uilsound. 

Nor do we see that it has any support in the 
measures recommended by the majority of the 
committee. The insurrectionary States are by 
these measures conceded to be States of the Union. 
The proposed constitutional amendment is to be 
submitted to them as well as to the other Statej. ; 
In this respect each is placed on the samegrounu. 
To consult a State not in the Union on the pro- 
priety of adopting a constitutional amendment 
to the government of the Union, and which » 
necessarily to affect those States only composing 
the Union, would be an absurdity ; and toallow 
an amendment, which States in the Union might 
desire, to be defeated by the votes of States not 
in the Union, would be alike ndnsensicai and 
unjust. The very measure, therefore, of sub- 
mitting to all the Sjtates forming the Union be- 
fore the insurrection a constitutional an^iendment, 
makes the inquiiy, whether all at this time ttO 
in or oat of the iJnion, a vital one. . If theyjMi 
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all should not be consulted ; if they are, 
should be, and should be only because they 
The very fact, therefore, of such a sub- 
ion concedes that the Southern States are, 
never ceased to be, States of the Union. 
^Tested, therefore, either by the nature of our 
emment or by the terms of the Constitution, 
yisurrection, now happily and utterly sup- 
iessed, haa in no respect changed the relations 
^-the States, where it prevailed, to the General 
Bvemment. On the contrary, they are to all 
stents and purposes as completely States of the 
jnion j»s they ever were. In further support of 
kiB proposition, if it needed any, we may confi- 

fctly appeal to* the fact just stated, that the 
J measure recommended, a constitutional 

Bndment to be submitted to such States, fur- 
es such support ; for, looking to and regard- 
the rights of the other States, such a sub- 
ion has no warrant or foundation except 

n the hypothesis that they are as absolutely 

ktes of the Union as any of the other States. 

can never be under any circumstances a 

ofitless abstraction" whether under the Con- 

tion a State is or is not a State of the Union. 

can never be such an abstraction whether the 
le of a State once in the Union can volun- 
y or by compulsion escape or be freed from 

e obligations it ehjoins, or be deprived of the 

;ht8 it confers or the protection it affords. 

A different doctrine necessarily leads to a 
lissolution of the Union. The Constitution 
nipposes that insurrections may exist in a State, 
Hid provides for their suppression by giving 
Jk>ngress the power to "call forth the militia 
«>r 5ie purpose. The power is not to suDjugate 
lie State within whose limits the insurrection 
ttay prevail, and to extinguish it as a State, but 
©preserve it as such by subduing the rebellion, 
Xy acting on the individual persons engaged in 
kt, and not on the State at all. The power is 
lltogether conservative ; it is to protect a State, 
Dot to destroy it ; to prevent her being taken 
dat of the Union by individual crime, not, in 
KDV contingency, to put her out or keep her out. 
; The continuance of the Union ojf all the 
Bfcates is necessary to the intended existence of 
"the Governmeiit. The Government is formed 
►fcy a constitutional association of States, audits 
^integrity depends on the continuance of the 
^QQtire association. If one State is withdrawn 
^irom it by anv cause, to that extent is the Union 
kjfeolved. Those that remain may exist as a 
'gorernment, but it is not the very government 
" toe Constitution designs. That consists of all ; 
' tod its character is changed and its power is 
oimiuiBhed by the absence of any one. 

A different principle leads to a disintegration 
' that must sooner or later result in the separation 
ftf all, and the consequent destruction of the 
Government. To suppose that a power to pre- 
^irre may, at the option of the body to which 
it is "given, be used to destroy, is a proposition 
f^a^ant to common sense ; and yet, as the 
late insurrection was put down by means of 
that power, that being the only one conferred 

S\on Congress to that end, thafr proposition is 
6 one on which alone it can be pretended that 
the Southern States are not in the Union now 
M.'VeUas at first. 


The idea that the war power, as such, has been 
used, or could have been used, to extinguish the 
rebellion, is, in the judgment of the undersigned, 
utterly without foundation. That power was 
given for a different contingency — for the con- 
tingency of a conflict with other governments, an 
international conflict. If it had been thought 
that that power was to be resorted to to suppress 
a domestic strife, the words '• appropriate to that 
object" would have been used. But so far from 
this having been done, in the same section that 
confers it, an express provision is inserted to 
meet the exigency of a domestic strife or insur- 
rection. To subdue that, authority is given to 
call out the militia. "Whether, in the progress 
of the effort to suppress an insurrection, the 
rights incident to war as between the United 
States and foreign nations may not arise, is a 
question which in no way changes the character 
of the contest as between the Government and the 
insurrectionists. The exercise of such rights . 
may be found convenient, or become necessary 
for the suppression of the rebellion, but the 
character oi the conflict is in no way changed 
by a resort to them, fhat remains, as at first, 
and must from its very nature during its contin- 
uance remain, a mere contest in which the Gov- 
ernment seeks, and can only seek, to put an end 
to the rebellion. That achieved, the original 
condition of things is at once restored. Two 
judicial decisions have been made, by judges of 
eminent and unquestioned ability, which fully 
sustain our view. In one, that of Amy War- 
wick, before the United States district court of 
Massachusetts, Judge Sprague, referring to the 
supposed effect of the belligerent rights which it 
was conceded belonged to the Government dur- 
ing the rebellion, by giving it, when suppressed, 
the rights of conquest, declared : 

•' It has been supposed that if the Government 
have the right of a belligerent, then, after the 
rebellion is suppressed, it will have the rights of 
conquest ; that a State and its inhabitants may 
be permanently divested of all political advan- 
tages, and treated as foreign territory con- 
quered by arms. This is an error, a grave and 
dangerous error. Belligerent rights cannot be 
exercised where there are no belligerents. Con- 
quest of a foreign country gives absolute, unlim- 
ited sovereign rights, but no nation ever makes 
such a conquest of its own territory. If a hos- 
tile power, either from without or within, takes 
and holds possession and dominion over any por- 
tion of its territory-, and the nation, by force of 
arms, expel or overthrow the enemy, and sup- 
presses nostilities, it acquires no new title, and 
merely regains the possession of that of which 
it has been temporarily deprived. The nation 
acquires no new sovereignty, but merely main- 
tains its previous rights. 

" When the United States take possession of 
a rebel district, thev merely vindicate their pre- 
existing title. Under despotic governments con- 
fiscation may be unlimited, but under our Gov- 
ernment the right of sovereignty over any portion 
of a State is given and limitea by the Oonsiitu- 
tion, and will be the same after the war as it 
was before." 

In the other, an application for habeas corpus 
to Mr. Justice Nelson, one of the judges of the 
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Supreme Court of the United States, by James 
Egan, to be discharged from an imprisonment 
to which he had been sentenced by a military 
commission in South Carolina, for the offence of 
murder alleged to have been committed in that 
State, and the discharge was ordered, and, in an 
opinion evidently carefully prepared, among 
other things, said : 

•'For all that appears, the civil local courts of 
the State of South Carolina were in the full ex- 
ercise of their judicial functions at the time of 
this trial, as restored by the suppression of the 
rebellion, some seven months previously, and 
by the revival of the laws and the reorganiza- 
tion of the State in obedience to, and in confor- 
mity with, its constitutional duties to the Union. 
Indeed, long previous to this the provisional 
government had been appointed by the Presi- 
dent, who is commander-m-chief of the army 
and navy of the United States, (and whose will 
under martial law constituted the only rule of 
ftction,) for the special purpose of changing the 
existing state of things, and restoring the civil 
government over the people. In operation of 
this appointment, a n«v constitution had been 
formea, a governor and legislature elected under 
it, and the State placed in the full enjoyment, or 
entitled to the full enjoy ment, of all her comtitu- 
Uonal rights and privileges. The constitutional 
iaws of the Union were thereby enjoyed and 
obeyed, and were as authoritative and binding 
over the people of the State as in any other 
portion of the country. Indeed, the moment 
the rebellifhi was suppressed, and the govern- 
ment growing out of it subverted, the ancient 
laws resumed their accustomed sway, subject only 
to the new reorganization by the appointment of 
the proper officer to give them operation and effect. 
This organization and appointment of the public 
functionaries, which was under the superinten- 
dence and direction of the President, the com- 
mander-in-chief of the army and navy of the 
country, and who, as such, had previously gov- 
erned the State, from imperative necessity, by 
the force of martial law, had already taken 
place, and the necessity no longer existed." 

This opinion is the more authoritative than it 
might possibly be esteemed otherwise, from its 
being the first elaborate statement of the rea- 
sons which governed the majority of the Supreme 
Court at the last term in their judgment m the 
case of Milligan and others, that military com- 
missions for the trial of civilians are not consti- 
tutional. Mr. Justice Nelson was one of that 
majority, and of course was advised of the 
grounds of their decision. We submit that 
nothiilg could be more conclusive in favor of 
the doctrine for which they are cited than these 
judgments. In. the one, the proposition of 
conquest of a State as a right unaer the war to 
iuppress the insurrection is not only repudiated 
by Judge Sprague, but, because of the nature of 
our Government, is considered to be legally im- 
possible. •' The right of sovereignty over any 
portion of a State will," he tells us, " only be 
the same after the war as it was before." i In the 
other, we are told *' that the suppression of the 
rebellion restores the courts of tne State," and 
that when her government is reorganized she at 
QfM)9 is "in the full 6i^oymeiit,or entitled to the 


full enjoyment, of all her constitutions 
and privileges." 

Again, a contrary doctrine is inconsist 
the obligation which the Government 
to each citizen of a State. Protection t( 
a part of that obligation — protection no 
against a foreign, but a domestic foe. 
that it is in the power of any part of th 
of a State, whether they constitute a i 
or minority, by engaging in insurrect 
adopting any measure in its prosecution 
citizens who are not engaged in it, but 
to it, enemies of the United States, ha 
right to the protection which the Com 
aftords to citizens who are true to th 
fiance, is as illegal as it would be flagra 
just. During tne conflict the exigenc 
strife may justify a denial of such pre 
and subject the unoffending citizen to i 
nience or loss ; but the conflict over, the € 
ceases, and the obligation to afford him 
immunities and advantages of the Cons 
one of which is the right to be repres( 
Congress, becomes absolute and imperai 
different rule would enable the Govern 
escape a clear duty, and to commit a g] 
lation of the Constitution. It has been s 
the Supreme Court have entertained a < 
doctrine in the prize cases; This, in tl 
ment of the undersigned, is a clear m 
hension. One of the questions in the 
was, whether in such a contest as wa 
waged for the extinguishment of the i 
tion, belligerent rights, as between th 
States and other nations, belonged to the 
The Court properly held that they did ; 
parties engaged m the rebellion were 
nated as traitors, and liable to be tried 
tors when the rebellion should termin 

the Confederate States, by force of insui 
lecame foreign States and lost their chai 
States of the Union, then the contest wa 
ternational one, and treason was no mc 
mitted by citizens of the former against th 
than'by those of the latter against the 
Treason necessarily assumes allegiance 
government, and allegiance necessarily 
a continuing obligation to the gove 
Neither predicament was true, except u 
hypothesis that the old state of things coi 
In other words, that the States, no twit 
ing-the insurrection, were continuously, 
now. States of the United States, and th 
zens responsible to the Constitution and t 
Second : what is there, then, in the presc 
tical condition of such States that justif 
exclusion from representation in Congrc 
it because they are without organized, 
ments, or without governments republ 

Eoint of form? In fact, we know th 
ave governments completely organize 
legislative, executive, and judicial fu 
We know that they are now insuccessfu 
tion ; no one within their ]imits questio 
legality, or is denied their protection 
they were formed, under what auspic 
were formed, are inquiries with which ( 
has no concern. Tne right of the peoji 
State to form a government for themse! 
never been questioned. In the absence oi 
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ion that right would be absolute ; any form 
be adopted that they might determine up- 
The Constitution imposes but a single re- 
Jtion — that the government adopted shall be 
a republican form," and this is done in the 
Igation to guarantee every State such a form. 
ivea no power to frame a constitution for a 
B. It operates alone upon one already 
_ led by the State. In the words of the Fed- 
hiist, (No. 44,) '• it supposes a pre-existing 
^ernment of the form wnich is to be guaran- 
L" It is not pretended that the existing 
^emments of the States in question are not of 
required form. The objection is that they 
« not legally established. But it is confi- 
Ltly submitted that that is a matter with 
lien Congress has nothing to do. The power 
itablish or modify a State government be- 
,J8 exclusively to the people of the State. 
ken they shall exercise it, how they shall ex- 
■^le it, what provisions it shall contain, it is 
r exclusive right to decide, and when decid- 
their decision is obligatory upon everybody, 
' independent of all congressional control, if 
government be republican. To convert an 
jation of guarantee into an authoritv to in- 
fere in any way in the formation of tne gov- 
ment to be guaranteed is to do violence to 
Iguage. If it be said that the President did 
tgally interfere in the organization of such 
^Vemments, the answers are obvious: First. 
it was true, if the people of such States not 
^ly Ixavenot, but do not, complain of it, but, on 
be contrary, have pursued his advice, and are 
fttisfied with and are living under the govern- 
ifcents they have adopted, and those govern- 
k^bts are republican in form, what right has 
hongress to interfere or deny their legal exist- 
icwe: Second. Conceding, for argument's 
iAke, that the President's alleged interference 
W^ unauthorized, does it not, and for the same 
teaeon, follow that any like interference by 
ubngress would be equally unauthorized? A 
^"Terent view is not to be maintained because of 
difference in the nature of the powers con- 
'ed upon Congress and the President, the one 
ling legislative and the other executive ; for it 
|i equally, and upon the same ground, beyond 
scope of either to form a government for a 
pie of a State once in the Union, or to expel 
h a State from the Union, or to deny, tempo- 
/ or permanently, the rights which belong 
a State and her people under the Constitu- 

I- Congress may admit new States, but a State 

E" — B admitted ceases to be within its control, 
can never again be brought within it. What 
ages her people may at any time think proper 
Ltoms^e in her constitution is a matter with which 
Neither Congress nor any department of the 
[iQeneral Government can interfere, unless such 
^ehanges make the State government anti-repub- 
lican, and then it can onlv be done under the ob- 
Jgation to guarantee that it be republican, 
ffnatever may be the extent of the power con- 
ferred upon Congress in the 3d section, article 4, 
aTihe Constitution, to admit new States — in what 
bianner and to what extent they can, under that 
Sower, interfere in the formation and character 
^'the Constitution of such States preliminary to 
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admission into the Union, no one has ever pre- 
tended that when that is had, the State can again 
be brought within its influence. The power is 
exhausted when once executed, the subject forth-" 
with passingbut of its reach. The State admitted, 
like tlio original thirteen States, becomes. at onco 
and forever independent of congressional control. 
A difierent view would change the entire charac- 
ter of the Government as its framers and their 
contemporaries designed and understood it to be. 
They never intended to make the State govern- 
ments subordinate to the General Government. 
Each was to move supreme within its own orbit ; 
but as each would not alone have met the exigen- 
cies of a government adequate to all the wants of 
the people, the two, in the language of Mr. Jeffer- 
son, constituted "co-ordinate departments of one 
single and inte^al whole ;" the one having the 
power of legislation and administration "in aSaira 
which concerned their own citizens only ;'* the 
other, " whatever concerned foreigners, or citizens * 
of other States." Within their respective limits 
each is paramount.. The States, as to all powers 
not delegated to the General Government, areas 
independent of that government as the latter, in 
regard to all powers that are delegated to it, is 
independent of the governments of the States. 
The proposition, then, that Congress can, by force 
or otherwise, under the war or insurrectionary 
or any other power, expel a State from the Union, 
or reduce it to a territorial condition and govern 
it as such, is utterly without foundation. The 
undersigned deem it unnecessary to examine the 
question further. They leave it upon the obser- 
vations submitted, considering it perfectly clear 
that States, notwithstanding occurring insurrec- 
tions, continue to be States of the Union. 

Thirdly. If this is so, it necessarily follows 
that the rights of States under, the Constitution, 
as originally possessed and enjoyed by them, are 
still theirs, and those they are now enjoying, as 
far as they depend upon the executive and ju- 
dicial departments of the government. By ea^ih 
of these departments they are recognized as 
States. By the one, all officers of the govern- 
ment required by law to be appointed in such 
States have been appointed, and are discharging, 
without question, their respective functions. 
By the other thev^re, as States, enjoying the 
benefit, and subjected to the powers of that de- 
partment ; a fact cQuclusive to show that, in the 
estimation of the judiciary, they are, as they 
were at first. States of the Union, bound by the 
laws of the Union, and entitled to all the rights 
incident to that relation. And yet, so far tliey 
are denied that right which the Constitution 
properly esteems as the security of all the 
others — that right, without which government 
is anything but a republic— is indeed but a ty- 
ranny — the right of having a voice in the legis- 
lative department, whose laws bind them in per- 
son and in property ; — this, it is submitted, is a 
state of things without example in a representa- 
tive republican government ; and Congress, ajB 
long as it denies this right, is a mere despotism. 
Citizens may be made to submit to it by force, 
or dread of force, but a fraternal spirit and good 
feeling toward those who impose it, so important 
to the peace and prosperity of the country, are 
not to be hoped for, batA.rather .unhappiness. 
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dissatisfaction, and enmity. There is but one given for reflection, thai this decision has been 
ground on which such conduct can fin(J any ex- fortunate one for the whole country ^ they recei 


%ey 
i/n 


dsion arrived at affinal, but tJiat rww^ the smoke 


cuse — a supposed public necessity ; Ihe peril of 
^destruction to which the government would be 
subjected, if the right was allowed. But for 
such a supposition there is not, in the opinion 
of the undersigned, even a shadow of founda- 
tion. 

The representatives of the States in which 
there was no insurrection, if the others were 
represented, would in the House, under the 
present apportionment, exceed the latter by a 
Inajority of seventy-two votes, and have a 
decided preponderance in the Senate. What 
danger to the Government, then, can possibly 
arise from southern representation ? Are the 
present Senators and Representatives fearful of 
themselves? Are they apprehensive that they 
might be led to the aestruction of our institu- 
tions by the persuasion, or any other influence, 
of southern members? How disparaging to 
themselves is such an apprehension. Are they 
apprehensive that those whq may succeed them 
from their respective States may be so fatally 
led astray? How disparaging is that supposi- 
tion to the patriotism and wisdom of their con- 
stituents. )fVhatever effect on mere party suc- 
cess in the future such a representation may 
have we shall not stop to inquire. The idea 
that the country is to be kept in turmoil, States 
to be reduced to bondage, and their rights under 
the Constitution denied, and their citizens de- 
graded, with a view to the continuance in power 
of a mere political party, cannot for a moment 
be entertained without imputing gross dishonesty 
of purpose and gross dereliction of duty to those 
who may entertain it. Nor do we deem it neces- 
sary to refer particularly to the evidence taken 
by the comjmittee to show that there is nothing 
in the present condition of the people of the 
southern States that even excuses on that ground 
a denial of representation to them. . We content 
ourselves with saying that in our opinion the 
evidence most to be relied upon, whether regard- 
ing the character of the witnesses or their means 
of information, shows that representatives from 
the southern States would prove perfectly loyal. 
We specially refer for this only to the testimony 
of Lieutenant General GraB|. His loyalty and 
his intelligence no one can doubt. In his letter 
to the President jof the 18th of December, 1865, 
after he had recently visited South Carolina, 
North Carolina, and Georgia, he says : 

" Both in travelling and while stopping, I saw 
much and conversed freely with the citizens of 
those States, as well as with officers of the army 
who have been among them. The following are 
the conclusions come to by me : 

'* I am satisfied that the mass of thinking men 
of the South accept the present situation of af- 
fairs in good faith. The questions which have 
heretofore divided the sentiments of the people 
of the two sections — slavery and State rights, 
or the right of a State to secede from the Union 
— they regard as having been settled forever by 
the highest tribunal, arms, that man can resort 
to. I was pleased to learn from the leadina men 
whom I met that they not only accepted the de- 


ing the like benefits from it with those who O] 
posed them in the field and in the cause. * 
" My observations lead me to the concl 
that the citizens of the southern States are a 
ious to return to self-government within the Un 
as soon as possible ; that while reconstruc 
they want^and require protection from the 
ernment; that they are in earnest in wishing 
do what they think is required by the Owes 
ment, not humiliating to them as citizens; ai 
that if such a course was pointed out, they 
would pursue it in good faith. It is tobtr^ 
gretted that there cannot be a greater commin^: 
ling at this time between the citizens of the im\ 
sections, and particularly >qf those intrusted 
the law-making power." 

Secession, as a practical doctrine ever here* 
after to be resorted to, is almost utterly abiUB>< 
doned. It was submitted to and failed befon 
the ordeal of battle. Nor can the undersigned 
imagine why, if its revival is anticipated aspoe- 
sible, the committee have not recommended an 
amendment to the Constitution guarding against 
it in terms. Such an amendment, it cannot be 
doubted, the southern as well as northern Statee 
would cheerfully adopt. The omission of sudi 
a recommendation is pregnant evidence that, 
secession, as a constitutional right, is thought 
by the majority of the committee to be, practi- 
cally, a mere thing of the past, as all the prwrf 
taken by them shows it to be, in the opinion of 
all the leading southern men who hitherto en- 
tertained it. The desolation around them, the 
hecatombs of their own slain, the stern patriot- 
ism of the men of the other States, exhibited by 
unlimited expenditure of treasure and of blooa, 
and their love of the Union so sincere and de^ 
seated that it is seen thev will hazard all to 
maintain it, have convinced the South that, as 
a practical doctrine, secession is extinguished 
forever. State secession, then, abandoned, and 
slavery abolished by the southern States them- 
selves, or with their consent, upon what states* 
manlike ground can such States be denied alT 
the rights which the Constitution secures to 
Stales of the Union ?^ All admit that to doao 
at the earliest period is demanded by every con* 
j^ideration of duty and policy, and none deny 
that the actual interest of the country islli 
a great extent involved in such admission. 
The staple productions of the Southern States 
are as important to the other States as to thein- 
selves. Those staples largely enter into tiie 
wants of all alike, and they are also most im- 
portant to the financial credit of the Govan- 
ment. Those staples will never be produced ai 
in the past until real peace, resting, as it can 
alone rest, on the equal and uniform operation 
of the Constitution and laws on all, is attained. 
To suppose that a brave and sensitive people 
will give an undivided attention to the increase 
of mere material wealth while retained in a state 
of political inferiority and degradation is mere 
folly. They desire to be again in the Union, to 
enjoy the benefits of the Constitution, and tiie{T 
invoke you to receive them. They have adoptM 
constitutions free from any intrinsic objection, 


of battle has cleared away and time has been and have agreed to every stipulation ibp];gbil|T 
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President to bo necessary for the protection 
benefit of all, and in the opinion of the un- 
igned they are amply sufficient. Why ex- 
as a preliminary condition to representa- 
more? What more are supposed to be 
MBsary? First, the repudiation of the rebel 
\ft; second, the denial of all obligation to pay 
\ manumitted slaves ; third, the inviolability 
pnr own debt. If these provisions are deemed 
Mssaryjs they cannot be defeated, if the South 
)tB disposed to defeat them, by the admission 
30 Congress of their representatives. Nothing 
laore probable, in the opinion of the under- 
j&ed, than that many of the southern States 
hild adopt them all ; but those measures the 
kmittee connect with others which we think 
K people of the South will never adopt. They 
Ijisked to disfranchise a numerous class of their^ 
ins, and ^so to agree to diminish their rep- 
itation^in Congress, and of course in the elec- 
college, or to admit to the right of suffrage 
colored males'of twenty-one years of age 
upwards, (a class now in a condition of 
it ntter ignorance,) thus placing them on 
same political footing with white citizens of 
' B^e. For reasons so obvious that the dullest 
oiscover them, the right is not directly as- 
' of granting suffrage to the negro. That 
Id be obnoxious to most of the Northern and 
68tem States, so much so that their consent 
^ not to be anticipated ; but as the plan adopt- 
, because of the limited number of negroes in 
sh States, will have no effect on their represent- 
ion, it is thought it mav be adopted, while in 
d soathem States it will materially lessen their 
jnber. That these latter States will assent to 
B measnre can hardly be expected. The effect, 
en, if not the purpose, of the measure is forever 
deny representatives to such States, or, if they 
nsent to the condition, to weaken their repre- 
Qtative power, and thus, probably, secure a 
ntinnance of such a party in power as nOw 
qpitrol the legislation of the Government. The 
sasure, in its terms and its effect, whether de- 
jped or not, is to degrade the southern States. 
p consent to it will be to consent to their own 
■honor. 

^The manner, too, of presenting the proposed 
Snstitntional amendment, in the opinion of the 
jt^Tsigned, is impolitic and without precedent. 
Ute several amenaments suggested iiave no con- 
Mpeiion with each other ; each, if adopted, would 
jiiTO its appropriate effect if the others were re- 
Nted; and each, therefore, should be submitted. 
is separate article, without subjecting it to the 
(Httingency of rejection if the States should refuse 
Orfctiiy the rest. Each by itself, if an advisa- 
le measure, should be submitted to the people, 
Bd not in such a connection with those which 
iey may think unnecessary or dangerous as to 
tee them to reject all. The repudiation of the 
bel debt, and all obligation to compensate for 
« loss of slave property, and the inviolability 
the debts of the Government, no matter how 
ntracted, provided for by some of the sections 
the amendment, we repeat, wo believe would 
Mt the approval of many of the southern 
iilfOS; but these no State can sanction without 
dctioning others, which we think will not be 
ne by them or by some of the northern States. 


To force negro suffrage upon any State by means 
of a penalty of a loss of part of its representa- 
tion, will not oiily be to impose a disparaging 
condition, but virtually to interfere with the 
clear ri^ht of each State to regulate suffrage for 
itself, without the control of tne Government of 
the United'States. Whether that control be ex- 
erted directly or indirectly, it will be considered, 
as it is, a fatal blow to the ri^ht which every 
State in the past has held vital, the right to 
regulate her franchise. 

To punish a State for not resulating it in a 
particular way, so as to give to ail classes of the 
people the privilege of suffrage, is but seeking to 
accomplish incidentally what, if it should be oone 
at all, should be done directly. No reason, in 
the view of the undersigned, can be suggested 
for the course adopted, other than a belief that 
such a direct interference* would not be sanc- 
tioned by the northern and western States, 
while, as regards such States, the actual recom- 
mendation, because of the small proportion of 
negroes within their limits, will not in the least 
lessen their representative power in Congress or 
their influence in the presidential election, and 
they may therefore sanction it. This very ine- 
quality in its operation upon the States renders 
tne measure, in our opinion, most unjust, and, 
looking to the peace and quiet of the country, 
most impolitic. But the mode advised is also 
not only without but against all precedent. 
When the Constitution was adopted it was 
thought to be defective in not sufficiently pro- 
tecting certain rights of the States and the peo- 
ple. With the view of supplying a remedy for 
this defect, on the 4th March, 1789, various 
amendments by a resolution constitutionally 
passed by Congress were submitted for ratifica- 
tion to the States. They were twelve in num- 
ber. Several of them were even less indepen- 
dent of each other than are those recommended 
by the committee. But it did not occur to the 
men of that day that it was right to force the 
States to adopt or reject all. Lach was, there- 
fore, presentea as a separate article. The lan- 
guage of the resolution was, " that the follow- 
ing articles be proposed to the legislatures of the 
several States as amendments of tno Constitution 
of the United States, all or any or which 
ARTICLES, when ratified by three-fourths of the 
said legislatures, to be valid to all intents and 
purposes as parts of the Constitution. The Con- 
gress of that day was willing to obtain either 
of the submitted amendments — to get a part, if 
not able to procure the whole. They tnought 
(and in that we submit they but conformed to 
the letter and spirit of the amendatory clause of 
the Constitution,) that the people have the right 
to pass severally on any proposed amendments. 
This course of our fathers is now departed from, 
and the result will probably be that no one of 
the suggested amenaments, though some may be 
approved, will be ratified. This will certainly 
be the result, unless the States are willing practi- 
cally to relinquish the right they have always 
enjoyed, never before questioned by any recog- 
nized statesman, and all-important to their in- 
terest and security — the right to regulate the 
franchise in all their elections. 

There aro, too, some general considerations 
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tJiat bear oa the subject, to wbich we will now 

First. One of the resolations of the Chicago 
convention, by which Mr. Lincoln was first nomi- 
nated for the presidency, says, "that the main- 
tenance inviolate of the rights of the States is es- 
sential to the balance 'of power on which the 
Srosperity and endurance of our political fabric 
epend." In his inaugural address of 4th March, 
ISGl, which received the almost universal appro- 
val of the people, among other things he said, 
"no State of its own mere rrpotion can lawfully 
get out of the Union " and that " in view of the 
Constitution and the laws, the Union is un- 
broken, and to the extent of my ability I shall 
take care, as the Constitution itself expressly en- 
joins upon me, that the laws of the Union be 
faithfully executed in all the States." 

Second. Actual conflict soon afterwards en- 
sued. The South, it was believed, misapprehend- 
ed the purpose of the Government in carrying 
it on, and Congress deemed it imporant to dis- 
pel that misapprehension by declaring what the 
purpose was. This was done in July, 1861, by 
their passing the following resolution, offered by 
Mr. Crittenden ; " That in this national emer- 
gency, Congress, banishing all feeling of mere 
Sassion or resentment, will recollect only its 
uty to the whole country ; that this war is not 
waged, upon our part, in any spirit of oppression, 
nor for any purpose of conquest or subjugation, 
nor purpose of overthrowing or interfering with 
the rights or established institutions of those 
States, but to defend and maintain the supremacy 
of the Constitution, and to preserve the Union, 
with all the dignity, equality, and rights of the 
several States unimpaired ; that as soon as these 
objects are accomplished, the war ought to cease." 
The vote in the House was 119 for and 2 against 
it, and in the Senate 30 for and 5 against it. The 
design to conquer or subjugate, or to curtail or 
interfere in any way with the rights of the States, 
is in the strongest terms'thus disclaimed, and the 
only avowed object asserted to be " to defend 
and maintain the spirit of the Constitution, and 
to preserve the Union, and the dignity, equal- 
ity, AND EIGHTS OF THE SEVERAL STATES UNIM- 
PAIRED." Congress, too, by the act of 13th July, 
1861, emj)owered the President to declare, by 
proclamation, " that the inhabitants of such State 
or States where the insurrection existed are in a 
state of insurrection against the United States," 
and thereupon to declare that " all commercial 
intercourse by and between the same, by the 
cifizens thereof and the citizens of the iJnited 
States, shall cease and be unlawful so long as 
tuch condition of hostility shall continue.*' Here, 
also. Congress evidently deals with the States as 
being in the Union and to remain in the Union. 
It seeks to keep them in by forbidding commer- 
cial intercourse between their citizens and Ike 
dtizens of the other States so lone, and so long 
only, as insurrectionary hostility sJiall continue. 
That ended, they are to be, as at first, entitled to 
the same intercourse with citizens of other States 
that they enjoyed before the insurrection. ^ In 
other words, in this act, as in the resolution of 
the same month, the dignity, equality, and rights 
of such States (the insurrection ended) were no*t 

ib be held in any respect impaired. The several 


proclamations of amnesty issued by Mr. I 
and his successor under the authority of C( 
are also inconsistent with the idea tb 
parties included within them are npt to I 
in the future, restored to all rights belon 
them as citizens of their respective Sta 
power to pardon is a power to restore the > 
to the condition in which he was before 
of the offence pardoned. 

It is now settled that a pardon remc 
only the punishment, but all the legal 
ties consequent on the crime. (7 Bac. 
Par.) Bishop on Criminal Law (vol. 1 
states the same doctrine. The amnestie 
clared would be but false pretences if th 
as now held, to leave the parties wl 
availed themselves of them in almost ev 
ticular in th^condition they would ha 
in if they had rejected them. Such a i 
is submitted, would be a foul blot on t 
name of the nation. Upon the whole, tl 
in the present state of the country, the 
ment which exists, and which may misle 
latures already elected, we think i. 
matured sense of the people is not like 
ascertained on the subject of the j 
amendment by its submission to existic 
legislatures. If it should be done at 
submission should either be to legislatui 
after to be elected, or to conventions of 
pie chosen for the purpose. Congress mj 
either mode, but they have selected neit 
may be submitted to legislatures alread 
istence, whose members were heretofore 
with no view to the consideration of 
measure ; and it may consequently be { 
though a majority of the people of th( 
disapprove of it. In this respect, if the 
no other objections to it, we think it n 
jectionable. 

Whether regard be had to the nature 
terms of the Constitution, or to the le^ 
of Congress during 'the insurrection, oi 
course of the judicial department, or to 
duct of the executive, the under^ignc 
dontly submit that the southern Sir 
States in the Union, and entitled to eve 
and privilege belonging to the other Sti 
any portion of their citizens be disloya] 
not able to take any oath of office that 1 
or may be constitutionally prescribed, is 
tion irrespective of the right of the Stab 
represented. Against the danger, v 
that may be, of the admission of aisloyi 
qualified members into the Senate or I 
is in the power of each branch to provide 
by refusing such admissiorv. Each by 1 
stitution is made the judge of the elec 
turns and qualifications of its own n 
No other department can interfere with 
decision concludes all others. The onb 
tive, when error is committed, consists i 
sponsibility of the members to the peop 
it is believed by the undersigned to bo t 
duty of each house to admit any SenaLoi 
resentative who has been elected acco 
the constitutional laws of the State, an^ 
able and willing to subscribe the oath 
by constitutional law. 

It is conceded by the majority that " 


/ 
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(tedly be competent for Congress to waive 
lalities, and to admit those Confederate 
it once, trusting that time and experience 
5et all things right." It is not, therefore, 
;o a want of constitutional power that it 
lone. It is not because such States are 
tes with republican forms of government, 
elusion must therefore rest on considera- 
safety or of expediency alone. The first, 
safety, we have already considered, and, 
link, proved it to be without foundation. 
J any ground for the latter expediency ? 
ik not. On the contrary, in our judg- 
leir admission is called for by the clearest 
ncy. Those States infclude a territorial 
850,000 square miles, an area larger than 
■Sve of the leading nations of Europe, 
ive a coast line of 3,000 utiles, with an 
I water line, including the Mississippi, of 
3,000 miles. Their agricultural products 
were about $560,000,000 in value, and 
Dpulation 9,664,656. Their staple pro- 
3 are of immense and growing importance 
almost peculiar to that region. That the 
IS deeply interested in having such a 
and people restored to all the rights and 
;es that the Constitution affords no sane 
•t blinded by mere party considerations, 
. victim of disordering prejudice, can for 
it doubt.- Such a restoration is also neces- 
:he peace of the country. It is not only 
nt but vital to the potential wealth of 
ihat section of our country is capable, 
npt otherwise be fully developed. Every 
illegal political restraint, every hour the 
)n of the rights the Constitution gives is 
is not only in a political' but a material 
' great injury to the North as well as to 
h. The southern planter works for his 
1 brethren as well as for himself. His 
eretofore inured as much if not more to 
vantage than to his. Whilst harmony 
st between the sections gave to the whole 
jrity, a power, and a renown of which 
tizen had reason to be proud, the resto- 
F such harmony will immeasurably in- 
liem all. Can it, will it be restored as 
;he South is kept in political and dishon- 
ndage ? and can it not, will it not be re- 
7 an opposite policy ? By admitting her 
3 rights of the Constitution, and by deal- 
L her citizens as equals and ab brothers, 
inferiors and enemies, such a course as 
., we are certain, soon be seen to bind 
art and soul to the Union, and inspire 
th confidence in its government, by 
:hem feel that all enmity is forgotten, and 
ice is bein^ done to them. . . The result of 
)licy, we believe, will at once make us 
iruth one people, as happy, as prosper- 
as powerful as ever existed in the ti,de 


of time ; while its opposite cannot fail to keep 
us divided, injuriously affect the particular and 
general welfare of citizen and Government, and, 
if long persisted in, result in danger to the nation. 
In the words of an eminent British whig states- 
man, now no more, "A free constitution and 
large exclusions from its benefit cannot subsist 
together ; the constitution will destrov them, or 
they will destroy the constitution." 14; is hoped 
that, heeding the warning, y^ ^if^ gua^d 
against the per^y removing its cause. 

The undersigned have not thought it neces- 
sary to examine into the legality of the measures 
adopted, either by the late or the present Pres- 
ident, for the restoration of the southern States. 
It is sufficient for their purpose to say that, if 
those of President Johnson were not justified by 
the Constitution, the same may at least be said 
of those of his predecessoi:. We deem such an 
examination to be unnecessary, because, however 
it might result, the people of the several States 
who possessed, as we have before said, the ex- 
clusive right to decide for themselves what 
constitutions they should adopt, have adopted 
those under which they respectively live. The 
motives of neither President, however, whether 
the measures were legal or not, are liable to 
censure. The sole object of each was to effect 
a complete and early union of all the States ; 
to make the General Government, as it*did at 
first, embrace all, and to extend its authority 
and secure its privileges and blessings to all 
alike. The purity of motive of President John- 
son in this particular, as was to have been ex- 
pected, is admitted by the majority of the 
committee to be beyond doubt ; for, whatever 
was their opinion of the unconstitutionality of 
his course, and its tendency to enlarge the ex- 
ecutive power, they tell us that they " do not 
for a moment impute to him any such design, 
but cheerfuUv concede to him the most patriotic 
motives." And we cannot forbear to say, in 
conclusion, upon that point, that he sins against 
light, and closes his eyes to the course of the 
President during the rebellion, from its incep- 
tion to its close, who ventures to impeach his 
patriotism. Surrounded by insurrectionists, he 
stood firm. His life was almost constantly in 
peril, and he clung to the Union, and discharged 
all the obligations it imposed upon him, even 
the closer because of the peril. And now that 
he has escaped unharmed, and by the confidence 
of the people has had devolved upon him the 
executive functions of thd Government, to charge 
him with disloyalty is either a folly or a slander : 
folly in the fool who believes it ; slander in 
the man of sense, if any such there be, who 
utters it. 

Reve»dt JOHNSOir, 

a. j. rogebs, 
Henby . Gbideb. 


VOTBS m PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 


Ike CoBitltotlaiul Ameniment, m Finmllf 

Adopted and Submitted to tlie Le^latnrei 

ef tie Btatsi. 

In Sebatb. 

1866, Jtiiie 8 — Tbe Amendment in these words, 
Kt fia&ll}' amended, w^ biaugbb to a vote : 
Joint reaolntion proposiag a,a amendment to tbe 
Constitatjon of tlie United States. 

Beiohtd by Ike Senate and Hcmse of Repre- 
KnUAiva of ihe United Slatei of America in 
Ormgreti aseembled. (two-thirda of both HottseB 
concnrring,) Tliat the following article be pro- 
posed to the legislatures of the several States 
as an amsudment to the Constitution of the 
Unilfid States, which, when ratified b? three- 
fourths of said legislatures, shall he valid as 
part of the Constitution, namelj: 
Abticle 14. 

Seittioh 1. All persons born or naturalized in 
the United States, and subject to the jurisdic- 
tion thereof, are citizens of the United States 
and of the State wherein they reside. No State 
liball make or enforce any law -which shall 
abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens 
of the United States; nor shall any State de- 
prive any person of life, liber^, or property, 
without one process of law, not deny to any per- 
son within its jurisdiction the equal protection 
oftihelawB. 

Seo. 2. Representatives shall he apportioned 
iUaong the several States according to their res- 
JiectivB numbera, counting the whole number of 
.persona in each State, excluding Indians not 
taxed. But when the right to vote at any elec- 
tion for the choice of electors for President anij 
Vice-Preaident of the United States, representa- 
tives in Congress, the oiecutive and judicial 
officers of a State, or tbe members of the legia- 
lature thereof, is denied to any of the tuale m- 
hahitants of auob State, being twenty-one jrears 
of Age, and citizena of the United States, or in 

Sy way abridged, except for participation in 
lellion or other crime, the baaw of representa- 
tion therein ahall be reduced in the proportion 
which the nuiober of aucb male citizens shall 
bear to thswhole number of male citizena twenty- 
one years of age in such State. 

Seo. 3. No person shall he a senator or rep- 
reeentative in Congress, or elector of President 
and Vice-President, or hold any office, civil or 
military, under the United States, or under any 
State, who, having previously taken an oath, as 
a member of Congreaa, or as an officer of the 
United States, or as a member of any State le- 
gislature, or as an executive or judicial officer of 
any State, to support the Conatitntion of tbe 
United States, shall have engaged in insurrec- 


tion or rebellion against the same, or given 
or comfort to the enemies thereof. But fl 

frees may, by a vote of two-thirds of e 
ouae, remove such disability. 
8eo. 4. The vaJirilty of the public dSbt <rf 
Uaited States, authorized by law, incloj! 
debts incurred for payment of pe 
bounties for services in suppressing iosurrsct 
or rebellion, shall not be questioned. Butn 
ther the United States nor any State shall 1 
aume or pay any debt or ohligawon inonrred 
aid of insurrection or rebellion against tbe 
ted States, or any claim for the Toss or eat 
patiou of any slave ; but all snch debts, oU. 
tions and claims shall be held illegal and vlli 
Seo. 5. The Congre.sa shall have power toi 
force, by appropriate legislation, the prDvitil 
of this article. 

It passed— yeas 33, nays 11, as follow : 
Y«iB— Mbh™, Aolhony, Chandler, Clarl^Oonni 

of IndianH, Uorenu, Morri]!, Sje, Fol^uiil, Poaeni;, A 
sej, Shemmn.SyniKnB, aieHnrl,8uniPBr,Trniii6nll, W 


drislrs. JdSdsoh, McDnugall, N( 
Aietst— Miiun. Brawn, BackaltK, jnmm, JH 
Is HODSB. 

June 13 — The Aroondment paesed — ystil 
nays 36. as follow ; 

A.liluy, JamcB M. Aslilcy, Bilker, BiJiwin, Biuili,ini 
lluxUr.I]as[nBB.BenJHiniii,IlidnEli.]|]lIgbnni.Dla)n,U 

dy, R™Jot VF. cfnrko, Sidney ciarka, Cobb. CooUlDjta 
diDum. thirling, Daila, DtvM. Delnn. Dclnno. Sotl 
Dtlon,DndBO,Di>nnelly,Driggs,DuniOdt, Bckley, «&rirt 

lipoid, Ua]a,AbiterC. llnrdiDg, Uort, Hb^i, HeDdflrSon^B 




33; 



. JnpiM F. Wilson, aiephon F.B 

bridge, Uia SpB»*i"^ls4- 
■' -a— Haen. Anama. Bcreai, Bs 
m, Veaitm. Eldridgs, ytnck. 

iami(iiff,Bi«aii,2ai(*iJtf. fl 

phrcn, JiimiBn, Kerr, Ix BlauL, AfariAuJl, Jfe( . 
NihUtA, NiAtiim, Ha^wd. Samuel J. Ra^O, 

rK'wn, Ivim6™IF.Vijw/'i^S(-ii6!' 
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VOTES OH CONSTITDTIONAL AMENDMENTS. 


Fi«IlinliiaTy Prooeedingi. I 

to the adoptioQ of the joint reaolutioQ | 
brm above elated, thesB reports were I 
im the Joint Committee, aad these vot«» i 
;en io the two Houses : 

Ik House. 
30 — Mr. SteveDB, from the Joint Select , 
«e on Reconatrnction reported a joint j 
in, as follows : 

it resolution proposins an amendment 
le Constitution of the United SLates. i 
'■eiolved. &c., (two-thirds of both Houses | 
Qg.) That the following article be pro- 
tbe legislatures of the several SUtes as ' 
.dmeut to the Constitution of the United , 
;hich, when ratified by three-fourths of | 
islatnres, shall be valid as paJ't of the 
tioD, namely : j 

Abticle — . 
,. No State shall make or enforce any ' 
ch fihall abridge the privileges or immu- ' 
citizens of the United States ; nor shall ' 
'a deprive any person of life, liberty, or I 
' without due process of law, nor deny i 
lerson withia its jurisdictioD the ei|ual 
m of the laws. . 

!. Representatives shall be appoitioned 
,he several States which may be included , 
his Union, according to iheir reapei^tive ' 
I. counting the whole number of peisons 
State, esclndiug Indians not taxed. But i 
St in any State the elective franchise 
denied to any portion of its male citizens 
than twenty-one years of age, or in any 
■idged, except for participation in rebel- 
other crime, the Basis of representation i 
State shall be redaced in the proportion 
.he number of snch male citizens shall 
the whole number of male citizens not 
1 twenty-one years of age. I 

}. Until the 4th day of July, in the 
70. all persona who voluntarily adhered 
ite insurrection, giving it aid and com- 
lU be excluded from the right to vote for 
itatives in Congress and for electors for 
it and Vice-Presideat of the United 

1, Neither th* United States nor any 
:all assume or pay any debtor obligation 
incurred, or which may hereafter be in- 
in aid of insurrection or of war against 
ted States, or any claim for compensation 
of involuntary service or labor. 
Q. The Congress shall have powftr to ea- 
y appropriate legislation, the provisioas 

:tiDU having been made to its being a 
order for Tuesday. Mav 8. and every day 
;er until disposed of, Mr. Stevens moved 
nsioD of the rales to enable him to make 
otion ; which was agreed to — yeas 107. 

LIS were: Hesin, >naxH, Birgtn, BiJ/tr, O^nth, 
Et^idgi. Finck. Gridfr. A arm ffardHu, Jama M. 
«, LatbuD. Marihaa, KiUaek, tTiOicUm, BiUtr, 
ome, JUjtor, Iia™icm, JRVySiW— M. 

10 — Mr, Stevens demanded the previouE- 
n ; which was seconded, on a count, f " 

and the main question was ordeied- 
\, nays 79, aa follow : 


Ulgtij. Bolmn. Jlooj 


ILnooncm. BMaEX, jhii^ 
>Disl]. Oianltr, Reader W. 

n. Ebiridge.Y,\iiil!GTidsr, 

'KcUej, keleol Km. WU- 
f7_'Mor°m!_Moiiltoi" i«Wa3| 


1, Thmaim. 


■.„4fo,d 


B. Wufhbume, Wslker. JunMf.ifll- 
n, Wlndom. Wooilbridgs— H. 
t, AncoHa.Deim'a. Ai&lsy. 3iaaf H. 
u. Barker. Ueaman , BenjunlD. Brrffm, 
w, flojnr, Bucklind, Bondjr. OiffnO, 


J, Mjeii 


Thbir. Taylor. Thayer. IViafcfe, Bqrt Vaji Horn, Hoberl T. 
bum, Wluilej, Wililema. Winfidd, WrigU—ia. 

The joint resolution, as above printed, then 
paasdd^yeas 128, nays 37, as follow ; 

YEia— Mesirs.AJlfiy, Alliaon, AniM. AndersaD, DsIm 1. 
lahley, Jamiie M . Aebley. Baker, BaldwiD, Banke, Barkv, 
Buii^r, Beunan, Besjiimta.Bidwell, BiDgbtuu, Bl£iii«,Blo1T, 
B lutnell, BroiDoell, UrDomHl!, Biick[and. Bniid;, KmAu 
W. Clarke, Sidney aarke, Cobb, ConMlni^ Ceok. Ciillom, 
Darllug, fiaiii, l)nw«, Dvn^H, DetsDo, D«mtn(, Dixon, 
Dodge, DuuDe)1y. Drlggi. Dumant, £ckl^. Xggleitoii, BUo^ 
Farnsvvorlh, Verry, uarBeld, QriDdell. Clriei^, Abner 0. 

Uotchlitii, Anjiel W. kubli&rd, Cheslsr D. Hubbard, DsiDU 

tDgerKll', JeDckes, Julinn, Ruhd. Keller. Relu.Kelehiia, 
EujkeDdall.UBIn.GeonieV.Lavi'roiice.wmiuiiLiwrencs, 
Louj, LoDHyeAr. Lrncb, UanEon, UcClarg, Hclodoa, K> 
Set, HcBaer, Msrcor, Miller. Uoorbeid, HonUI. Uarrla, 
HoulCoD, Unn, Newell, O'Neill, Orth, Pains. Patteiwa, 
Perham. Pike, Plants. PriM, William r " ' " " ' 


H. RiudaJI. B^moDd, 


;:ZS 


Ihajar, 


Eidridsi. fini 
Mcciili^h. milack, F. 


Tj: 


MurthaSi. 


, Rt^fitrd, Sam' _. 

ID, SJinnWin, SiljrriaKt, Bmllk 
.... ilali, lYimile, Whalsj, wmiM, 

The amendments of the Senate were made to 
lis proposition, when it was finally adopted by 
each House, in the form first stated. 

The Aoeompanyii^ Billi. 

April 30 — Mr. Stevens, from Uie Mune com* 
mitlee, also reported this bill : 
A Bill to provide for restoring the States lately 

in insurrection to their full political rights. 

Whereas it is expedient that'the States lately in 
insurrection should, at the earliest day consistent 


righta ; and whereas the Congress did, by joint 
resolution, propose for r»tifioation to the legi*- 
latnres of the several States, is an amendmentto 
the Constitaition of the United States, an aitiob 
in the following words, to wit: 

[For article, see page 102.] 

Now. therefore. 

Be it tnaclcd. •£«;, That whenever the above- 
, lecibed uneDdment ihaU have bacome part of tlia 
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Constitution of the United States, and any State 
lately in insurrection shall have ratified the same, 
and shall have modified its constitution and laws 
in conformity therewith, the Senators and Rep- 
resentatives from such State, if found duly elected 
and qualified, may, after having taken the re- 
quired oaths of oJmce, be admitted into Congress 
as such. 

Sec. 2. Aiid be it further enacted, That when 
any State lately in insurrection shall have rati- 
fied the foregoing amendment to the Constitu- 
tion,, any part of the direct tax under the act of 
August 5, 1861, which may remain due and un- 
paid in such State may be assumed and paid by 
such State ; and the payment thereof, upon proper 
assurances from such State to be given to the 
Secretary of the Treasury of the United States, 
may be postponed for a period not exceeding ten 
years from and after the passage of this act. 

April 30 — Mr. Stevens, from the same com- 
mittee, also reported thio bill : 

A Bill declaring certain persons ineligible to 
office' under the Government of the United 
States. 
Be it enacted, <Scc., That no person shall be 

eligible to any office under the Government of 

the United States who is included in any of the 

following classes, namely : 

1. The president and vice president of the 
confederate States of America, so called, and the 
heads of departments thereof. 

2. Those who in other countries acted as 
agents of the confederate States of America, so 
called. 

3. Heads of Departmeiits of the United 
States, officers of the army and navy of the 
United States, and all persons educated at the 
Military or Naval Academy of the L[nited States, 
judges of the courts of the United States, and 
members of either House of the Thirty-Sixth 
Congress of the United States who gave aid or 
comfort to the late rebellion. 

4. Those who acted as officers of the con- 
, federate States of America, so called, above the 

grade of colonel in the army or master in the 
navy, and any one who, as Governor of either 
of the so-called confederate States, gave aid or 
comfort to the rebellion. 

5. Those who have treated officers or soldiers 
or sailors of the army or navy- of the United 
States, captured during the late war, otherwise 
than lawfully as prisoners of war. 

Neither of these bills has been voted on up to 
the time this page goes to press. 

The ITeg^atlved Amendment on SepresexLtation 
and Direct Taxes. 

In House. 

January 22, 1866 — Mr. Stevens reported this 
proposition from the Joint Select Committee : 

iResolved, <j&c., (two-thirds of both Houses con- 
curring,) That the following article be proposed 
to the legislatures of the several States as an 
amendment to the Constitution of the United 
States ; which, when ratified by three- fourths of 
the said legislatures, shall be valid as part of 
said Constitution, namely : 

Aeticle — . Representatives and direct taxes 
shall be apportioned among the several States 


which may be included within this Union, 
cording to their respective numbers, countii 
the whole number of persons in each State, 
eluding Indians not taxed : Provided, Thafcwl 
ever the elective franchise shall be denied 
abridged in any State on account of race 
color, all persons of such race or color shall 
excluded from the basis of representation. 

Mr. Stevens moved to insert the word " the 
in " after the word " persons " where it last 
curs. 

Sundry propositions of amendment were 
fered, and 

January 30 — The Teport was recommit 
without instructions — the motion of Mr. 
Blond to commit it to the Committee of 
Whole having been lost, yeas 37, nays 12 
(Messrs. McRiier and Roussbau and 35 Dc 
crats made up the affirmative vote.) 


The Negatived Constitutional Amendment 

Sepresentation. 

In House. 

January 31,1866 — Mr. Stevens reported from 
the Committee on Reconstruction this joint reso- 
lution : 

Joint Resolution proposing to amend the Con- 
stitution of the United States. 
Resolved, &c., (two-thirds of both Houses con- 
curring,) That the following article be proposed 
to the legislatures of the several States as bo 
amendment to the Constitution of the United 
States, which, when ratified by three-fourths <rf 
said legislatures, shall be valid as part of said 
Constitution, namely : 

Article — . 

Representatives shall be apportioned among 
the several States which may be included within 
this Union according to their respective noB- 
hers, counting the whole number of persons ia 
each State, excluding Indians not taxed : iV*> 
vided, That whenever the elective franchise shall 
be denied or abridged in any State on acconn^ 
of race or color,- all persons therein of such rsQl 
or color shall be excluded from the basis of re^ 
resentation. 

Mr. Schenck submitted this as a substitute fiff 
the "Article:" 

Representatives shall be apportioned amoog 
the several States which may he included wiliin 
this Union according to the number of male«i±i- 
zens of the United States over twenty-one yean 
of age having the qualifications requisite for 
electors of the most numerous branch of the 
State legislature. The Congress, at their fint 
session after the ratification of this amendment 
by the required number of States, shall provids 
by law for the actual enumeration of sudi 
voters ; and such actual enumeration shall be 
separately made in a general census of the pop- 
ulation 01 all the States wiChin every subseqoMi 
term of ten years, in such manner as the Con- 
gress may by law direct. The number of Repre- 
sentatives shall not exceed one for every one 
hundred and twenty-five thousand of actual 
population, but each State shall have at least 
one Representative. 

Mr. Schencjf's substitute was disagreed to — 
yeas 29, nays 131, as follow : 
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VOTES ON C0H8TrrUTI0HAL AMENDMENTS. 


Uawn. An<l«r»D. Broiii<re11. BDnily, R«u]<t W. 


II, Ju. 


UanhaR, MaOt, 


itIb. Deft-ees. Farnsworlli 


iikts Barker, Butw, Bvimnn, BMlJi'min. Striken, 
Bin ebun, Blalna, Blow, Doutrsll. ttiycr, Sruide- 
'-1, BraoDiall, Uneblnnd. CAon/er, Cobb, ConkUng, 
IIohl. DawH. Daamli, Delami. DemJiiic, Dtniion. 
iBDellr, Eckl«j; EeelHiloa, ElOndgt, Ellct, Ibt- 
atj, Knek, QhtOelS, Crider. Grlnuetl. Grjswoia, 
ma Harding, Eartis, Hirt, H/igan, Ilulmce, 
iDtcbklH, Jtuliel W. UabliBrd, Demu Uubbu-d. 

Q. Uabberd; fdwi'n JV. MiMnli, Ilulburd. Jones 
tltr^i JaDctUflj Jofmton, Jellao, KH«Dn) Eell«j, 
Err, Krtchaott uiflln, lAtb^m^ George V. Lawrence, 
I, L«in«r, Ljach, Manton, UuniD, HCCIhtk. 

ll<!K««,U*Rvr,Hoarba.d,HonilI.UoTTl8,Moul- 
■, xaiaa:, Xteielam, JVodJ, O'Neill. Puliie, Pi^tur- 
lun, niein. Plants, Pomeroy, i'rCce, Samutl J. 
WllUwna.IbndiiJi.AleiiLnder II. Kiee, John U. 
ftr, Segrn. BolUni, Sawder, ScoSeld. Shatkliti, 

•^Di-li Tliumne. Jobii L. Tliomcu. Jr., TremhU, 


F. WUwm, niDdum, Ifri^U— 131. 

joint resolution, as reported, was then 

CO — yeas 120, cays 46, as follow: 

iBker, BsnlTB, 'uatkei-.'Bailcr', Bmmiiii.'UL-iijaiiim, 
Bos&am, Blaioe, BInw. BjuLwull, Brmilfeoe, 

cfTues, E)eiaiia, Doming, GilOD, Do'nnolly. l^kli^y^ 
i.Rirosworlli.Firquaar, Ferry. Oara.Ud,Griiineii, 
, AbDor C. Harding, Bon, llayea, Hilt, Hiilmce, 
jDtcbkiG?,AEBbi]lw:Hubhard,<.'bcG!orn.llLibb3ril, 


JjQ. Humphrey, lijcersoll, ja^ 
i^baoi, Kuykeadal), LaBia, G 
lAvrencf, LoDgyear, I^Qcb, jrutLBiun, ndi-vm, 
Hclndoc, llcEeo, Mcrciir, Uilier, UwrbcsH , Ibir- 
is, Houllon, Uyera, O'Xe!]!, OrUi, Fatnc, ruttoieDi, 
PHw.FlaDW.Pomoroy.I'rlce, AloianiJorJl, BEo, 
Ucs, IJolliii B , £anyor, iicheiiDk^allela, ShDllEbnr- 
is, SpaldlDg, Stur, SUnjDS, iSUllnell. Tbayoi, 
liomaa, Johu L, lbomua,JtMllpBOD, Van AtwoaiD, 


;e V. LawroDi 


bridge— 11». 


Bw»tn, Sow-. BraHa, fJlumU 


'jiBBBre. uaiuHio, amyen, ooap 

imUmr, Barrli, £iJBn, AfvCn 
Mkmr, J«nckCB, lAlnfint, £Err, 

. ^AQout, zniilaab, JTiUM 

r. Amdal', mutam H. BudRlt, Itaymi 
ErWiBonHeu, i!*aiiHAkW4jf«n«, Sniltn,jim««i!, 
yliir, Tkoniftiii, AiinU^ Fiwriksi, WtaBloy, Wii^iU, 

ara. Driggs and Newell, Febraary 1, stated 
ould have voted aye, if present.]' 

Is Sbsate, 
■h SI, 1866— TliB reaolutiOQ of the Honse 
ected— yeas 25, nays 22, as follow, {two- 
being neoossary :) 

-MeMia.Aulliuny. Chandler, Clark. ConqeeB-Cragin, 
, FeggendFD, Feeler. Orimee, Ilarria, Howe, Kltk- 
lae of ladiana. MdDougall, Maigao. Morrill. Nye, 
[l:iiP3ey, ShermaD, Sprague. Trumbull, Wade, WII- 


tckalfo. Cowan, floirfj.1 . 

a, Stndricla, Jalmim, Laoe of 
Franeroy, Eiddli, Saulibitry, 


esolntioa, which was re'Committed and 
1 to be printed: 


Sceolved, ilc., (two-thirds of both Houses con- 
curring.) That the follow lag article be proposed 
to the legislatures of the several States as aa 
amendment to the Constitutioa of the United 
States, which, when ratified by three-foorths of 
the said legieUtures, shall he valid aa part of 
said CoDBtitntion, viz: 

Article — . ' 

The Congress shall have power to make all 
laws whioh shall he necessary and proper to 

— to the citiiens of each State all privileges 

imuuitiea of citizens in the several States, 
I ail persons in the several States equal 
protection in the tights of life, liberty, and 
property, 

Eebruary 26 — Mr. Bingham reported it back, 
withoutamendment, 

Fehrnary 28 — Mr. Eldridge moved that it lie 

1 the table ; which was disagreed to— yeas 41, 
a&ji 110, as follow : 

~ ' ~ iBETB, jlncitna, Berf/f^ Brootca, Chmlt^^ OtffroA, 

, _ ..ji9H, JVniwn, Eldndge, Finck^ Gi^s9rmnrj 

Gixid'jrar^ Grider, Qrje wold, Hale, A. Harding, Hngan, B.N, 
Uubbdl, Kerr, Kuyksndali, MarihaV. Miurln, ikC\dlaag\ 
NOAack, Jficholson, A'lWI, Plielpg, S. J. Baadali, BOKr, 
, Bosi, RoaMeau, Sianfthn. SUffmaea, SIrimu, JU)tr, 
lliomtim, Trimble. Winfiibt, WeigU-n. 
— Hessn. Alle;, AtliUD, Amu, Andenoiu Dahx R. 
,Jwne3M,Aehley,Baker, Baldwin, BanU,I>ark«, 

Jrandegee, 'itraomiilf, BuctLlaDd,' Bddi^ RHHlar W. 

CUrke, SMne; Clarbs, Cobb, Oonkllng;, Cook, CdllDm, Su-- 
ii™D™iH,«™.W,l>^^^.J|ljJ 

tin, SemBiUSr^irT^bDlif'l 

ib^JUifidllHird, Janua lliunphrftT. Ingen 
.-Relloy, KelBO, SntObuo, Ufltn, Latllan 

MO, William Lawre. 

Manton, UcClnri, HcKee, 

Horrill, Norrli, Uuulton, I 

Faille, PalterwD, Perkaiii, Flko. Price, Kay oioiid. Aleia&dor 

H. Rice, Jnbu II. Bice, Eauyer, gchenck. ghellabaign, 

Sloan. Spalding, Steiciia, Thayer, Francis ThomsB, John L. 

Tbouias, jr., Tronbrldee, Van Aernarn. Burt Van Hem, 

Warner. Kllihn B. W»ehborna, Henry D. Washboro. Wm. 

Wileon. Blepl™ F. Wil'son, WiBiloml WoodbridBo— 110. 

And on motion of Mr. Conkline, its further 
consideration was postponed until the second 
Tuesday in April. 

There was no further vote on it. 
Ih Sesatb, 

February 13— Mr. Fessendi 

same resolution, which '"' 

again considered. 



laid o 


Beport Coaeemiug TenneiMe. 


Joint Resolution concerning the State of Ten- 
nessee. 
Reaolvid, <Ee., That whoeas the people of 
Teunesseo have made known to the Congress of 
the United States their desire that the consti- 
tutionn,l relations heretofore existing between 
them and the United States may be fully estab- 
lished, and did. on the twenty-second day of 
February, eighteen hundred and aiity-five, by 
a large popular vote, adopt and ratify a consti- 
tnUoii of government, republicau in form and 
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not inconsiBtenl with the ConstitatioD and laws 
of the United States, and a State government 
has been organized undei the proviaions thereof, 
which i&id provieioas and the lawa passed in 

girsQincB thereof proclaim and denote loyalty 
the Union ; and whereaa the people of Ten- 
□emee are found to be in a condition to exercise 
iha fnnctions of a State within this Union, and 
can only exercise the same by the consent of the 
law-making power of the United States ■. There- 
fore, the Stale of Tenneasee' is hereby declared 
to be one of the United States of America, on an 
eqnal footing with the other States, apon the 
eipresa condition that the people of Teanoaaee 
will maintain and enforce, in good faiih, their 
existing conatitation and lavrs, excluding thoso 
who have been engaged in rebellion against the 
United States from the exercise of the elective 
tranehise, for the respective perioda of time 
therein provided for, and shall exclude the same 
persons for the like respective perioda of time 
from elisibility to oE&co; and the State of Ten- 
nesaee shall never aasomo or pay any debt or 
obligation contracted or incurred in aid of the 
late rebellion; nor shall said State ever in any 
manner claim from the United States or make 
any allowance or compensation for slaves eman- 
cipated or liberated in any way whatever ; 
which conditiona shall be rati6ed bv the Legis- 
lature of Tennessee, or the people thereof, as the 
Legislature may ilirect, before Uiis act shall take 
affect. 

The resolution was ordered to be printed, and 
was recommitted to the committee, and has not 
been voted on, up to the time this page goes to 

Payment of Babel Debt. , 

December 19, 1865— Mr. Jamea P. Wilson re- 
ported from the Committee on the Judiciary the 
tollowiog joint resolution to amend the Conati- 
tution oi" the United States : 

Be it Teiohed by the Senate and Sauie of 
SqiTuentativet of the United Statei in Congresi 
auemiUd, (two-thirds of both Houses concur- 


ring,) That the following article bo pro] 
the legislatures of the several Statef 
amendment to the Constitution of the 
States, which, when ratified by thrco-fo 
said legislatures, shall be valid to all 
and parposes as a part of said Const 

Abiiclb — . No tax, duty, or imp* 
be laid, nor shall any appropriation of 
be made, hy either the United States, 
one of the States thereof, for the put 
paying, either in whole or in part, ai 
contract, or liability whatsoever, incurrei 
or suffered by any one or more of the St 
the people thereof, for the purpose of ai( 
u,ii.,_ againat the Constitution and law 

la passed — yeas 151, nays It 

VHAS— MaEira. Allcj, Anison, Amea, Andeisan,. 


United States. 
Whicl 


jamJa, Jhrgea, fll_ _._, „ , , 

DmnilSEBe.flrdidinll, Bniijiiult.IlaokliiDd, Bund* 
RcuderV. Olu'ke.Bldney CUrfea, Cobb, Conkllag, ( 
Ion. IlsTlln|!,D»w«, Da^sg^ DaUno, Demlng, Otxt 
ly, Drlega,l>iimi»;,BciUv,Ss^i««i. UTsC, Si 
Vnriiulisr, Ferrr, f^cJlE, aarfldd,GrinnBl1,Gri«<n 
Abner 0. HufUni, Ban, Hays. DeiHlei»ii,m 
ET^tnin, Hulmea, Hooper, HolchUn, Aubsl \r. 
ChaiI»rD.Hulibiird.Ikinn»lloibiird,jr„ Jotinn. 
JuHM H. Hubbell, llulburd, lugBmnll, Jonckm, 

Laan, LDDiH»r. J.y,:<:b, iianlmll, MacBlDD. Hju 
Clnrg, McKee, M^nsr, Hercur. HUler, HorrUI, 
Ujers. Heweli. N\black. NarU, O'Ndlt. Ortta, Fidn 
RID. PerhaiiL I-hBlpi, Pik«. Planu. Price, Bad/iin 
J. Sandall, TTiUiBDI B. BundkU. Ba^mond^ AlU 
IUc9,Ju]mH.Bli:s,RDlliii9. JloH,Roa3a9t,-a, Saw rat, 
ec«9eld, Shelkbarger, SOgretua, Bliun, Btniih,; 
Btirr, Steveni, SlllJwelJ, Straaie, Jbbir, lia/lar, 
Fi-BDcia Thamaa, John L. Tbanaa, Tharnbni. Tk 
Dpaun, Viui A.rnam. Bnrt Van Horn, Kobert T. V 
row*™. Ward, Vo4-oet,EllJbn B. Waihburne.W 
WMlibam, Welker, Wfntworlh. Wbaluy. WllliaK 
F. WIDoD. Stephen B. Wilson. Wiodam. ITn^U—l 
Nils— Moaara. BTooKt, Jtoni™, Eldridgi, Cridi 
Harding, a:Ctdlaiigii, IficAeUm, Sitter, BtV";! 
iWnifc— 11. 

It was not acted on in the Senate; ' 
substance of it is incladed in the amendi 
finally adopted. 


dBERS OF THE CABINET OF PRESIDENT JOHNSON, 


AKD OF THE 


THIRTY-NINTH OONORESS, 


WITH 


m:es of claimants feom the insueeeotionaey states. 


/ 


a£dil>S]$T JOHNSOK'S CABINET. 

ry of state — WiLLf AM H.3ewa»d, of New 

p 

ry of Treasury — Hugh McCullooh, of 

ana. 

ry of War — Edwik M. SrAKTOir, of Ohio. 

ry of Navy — Gii>eon Welles, of Connec- 

• 

ster General — William Deistnisoit, of 

I. 

ry of Interior — James Hablah, of Iowa. 

ty General — James Speed, of Kentucky. 


THIBT7-HIKTH C0HOB£SS. 

Senate. 

ETTB S. Foster, of Connecticut, President 
.« Senate, and Acting Vice President. 
7. Forney, of Pennsylvania, Secretary. 
—William Pitt Fessenden, Lot M. Morrill. 
Hampshire — Daniel Clark, Aaron H. Cra- 

nt — Solomon Foot,* Luke P. JPoland. 
'husetts — Charles Sumner, Henry Wilson. 
Island — Henry B. Anthony, William 
gue. 

ticui— James Dixon, Lafayette S. Foster. 
orA; — Ira Harris, Edwin D. Morgan. 
rsey — William Wright, John P. Stockton.f 
7vama— Charles B. Buckalew, Edgar 
in. 
ir^— George Read Riddle, Willard Sauls- 

• 

mcf— John A. J. Creswell, Reverdy John- 
John Sherman, Benjamin F. Wade. 
ky — James Guthrie, Garrett Davis. 
a — Henry S. Lane, Thomas A. Hendricks. 
) — Lyman Trumbull, Richard Yates. 

March 28, 1866. Ilis successor, George F. Edmunds, 
April 0, 1866. 

1— yeas 22, nays 21— not entitled to a seat ill the 
tiarch 27, 1866. The vote on the amendment de- 
lim not-entitled was as tollow : 
-&le8-rs. Brown, ChahUler, Clark, Oonness, Cragin, 
, Fessenden, Grimes, Howard, Bowe, Kirkwood, 
ndiaiia,Nye, Pomeroy, Ramsey, Sherman, Sprague, 
Wade, Williams, Wilson. Yates— 22. 
-Messrs. Anthony, BuckaUw, Oowan, Ddvis, Doo- 
[/Ari<; , Ilarris, Henderson, Hendricks, Johnson, Lane 
18, McDottpaH. Morgan, jyesmith, Norton, Poland, 
^ulstkiry, XruhibuU, Van Winkle, Willey— 21. 


Missouri — B. Gratz Brown, John B. Henderson. 

ific^i^rari-^Zachariah Chandler, Jacob M. How- 
ard. 

Iowa — James W. Grimes, Samuel J. Kirkwood.* 

TTiscoTmn— James. B. Doolittle, Timothy 0. 
Howe. 

Odlifomia — John Conness, James A. McDougall. 

Minnesota — Daniel S. Norton, Alexander aus^ 

sey. 

Oregon — James W. Nesmith, George H. Wil- 
liams. 

Kansas — Samuel C. Pomeroy, James H. Lane. 

West Virginia — Peter G. Van Winkle, Waitman 
T. Willey. 

Nevada — James W. Nye, William M. Stewart. 

Senators ChosexL from the late Insurrectionary 

States. 

Alabama — Lewis E. Parsons, George S. Houston. 
Arkansas — Elisha Baxter, William D. Snow. 
Florida — William Marvin, Wilkerson Call. 
Georgia — ^Alexander H. Stephens, Herschel V. 

Jonns6n. 
Louisiana — Randall Hunt, Henry Boyce. (B. 

King Cutler and Michael Hahn also claim 

under a former election in October, 1864.) 
Mississippi — William L. Sharkey, James K 

Alcorn, 
North Carolina — ^William A. Graham, John 

Pool. 
South Carolina — Benjamin F. Perry, John L. 

Manning. 
Tennessee — David T. Patterson, Joseph S. Fowler. 
Texas — 
Virginia — John C. Underwood, Joseph Segar. 

IfEMOSANDXnC. 

Mr. A. H. Stephens was a delegate from Geor- 
gia to the convention which framed the " Con- 
federate" constitution, and was Vice President 
of the •* Confederacy " until its downfall. Mr. 
H V. Johnson was a senator in the rebel con- 
gress in the first and second congresses, as was 
Mr. Graham, from North Carolina. Mr. Pool 
was a senator in the Legislature of North Caro- 
lina. Mr. Perry was a "Confederate States" 
judge. Mr. Manning was a volunteer aid to 

f Oredentials presented January 20, 1860, and he took his 
BtKi JauQAry 24, 1869. 
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General Beauregard at Fort Sumter and Manas- 
sas. Mr. Alcorn was in the Mississippi militia. 

House of Bepresentatives. 

Schuyler Colfax, of Indiana, Speaker. 

Edward McPherson, of Pennsylvania, Clerk. 

Maine — John Lynch, Sidney rerham, James G. 
Blaine, John 11. Kice, Frederick A. Pike. 

New Hampshire — Gilman Mars ton, Edward H. 

• Rollins, James W. Patterson. 

Vermont — Frederick E. Woodbridge, Justin S. 
Morrill, Portus Baxter. 

Massachusetts — Thomas D. Eliot, Oakes Ames, 
Alexander H. Rice, Samuel Hooper, John B. 
Alley, Nathaniel P. Banks, George S. Bout- 
well, John D. Baldwin, William B. Washburn, 
Henry L. Dawes. 

Rhode Island — Thomas A. Jenckes, Nathan F. 
Dixon. 

Connecticut — Henry C Deming, Samuel L. War- 
ner, Augustus Brandeeee, John II. Hubbard. 

New Fori— Stephen Taber, Tennis G. Bergen, 
James Humphrey*, Morean Jones, Nelson 
Taylor, Henry J. Kaymona, John W.Chanler, 
James Brooksf, William A. Darling, William 

. Radford, Charles H. Winfield, John H. Ketch- 
am, Edwin N. Hubbell, . Charles Goodyear, 
John A. Griswqldr-Robert S. Hale, Calvm T. 
Hulburd, -James M. Marvin, Demas Hubbard, 

- — Jr., Addison H. Laflin, Roscoe Conkling, Sid- 
ney T. Holmes, Thomas T. Davis, Theodore 
M. Pomeroy, Daniel Morris, Giles W. Hotch- 
kiss, Hamilton Ward, Rbswell Hart, Burt Van 
Horn, James M. Humphrey, Henry Van 
Aernam. 

New Jersey — John F. Starr, William A. Newell, 
Charles Sitgreavea, Andrew J. Rogers, Edwin 
R. V. Wright. 

Pennsylvania — Samuel J. Randall, Charles 
O'Neill, Leonard Myers, William D. Kelley, 
M. Russell Thayer, Benjamin M. Boy er,. John 
M. Broomall, Sydenham E. Ancona, Thaddeus 
Stevens, Myer Strouse, Philip Johnson, Charles 
Denison, Ulysses Mercur, George F. Miller, 
Adam J. Glossbrenner, Alexander H. Cof- 
frothj, Abraham A. Barker, Stephen F. Wil- 
son, Glenni W. Scofield, Charles V. Culver, 
John L. Dawson, James K. Moorhead, Thomaa 
Williams, George V. Lawrence. 

Delaware — John A. Nicholson. 

Maryland— lliTdi.m McCullough, John L. Thomas, 
Jr., Charles E. Phelps, Francis Thomas, Ben- 
jamin G. Harris. 

Ohio — Benjamin Eggleston, Rutherford B. 
Hayes, Robert C. Schenck, William Lawrence, 
Francis C. Le Blond, Reader W. Clarke, Sam- 
uel Shellabarger, James R. Hubbell, Ralph P. 
Buckland, James M. Ashley, Hez.ekian, S. 
Buady, William E. Fiack, Columbus Delano, 
Martin Welker, Tobias A. Plants, John A. 
Bingham, Ephraim R. Eckley , Rufus P. Spald- 
ing, James A. Garfield. 

Kentucky — Lawrence S. Trimble, BurwoU C. 

Ritter, Henry Grider, Aaron Harding, Lovell 

• li. Rousseau. Green Clay Smith, George S. 

Bh^nklin, William H. Randall, Samuel McKee. 

♦Died Juno 16, 1866. 

t Unseated April 6, 1866, and William E. Dodge quaUded 
.JR8 bis successor. 

t Ad:r>itted to a seat on prima facie case Februwy 19, 1866. 
wn'iy 0. — Committee reported in fayor of Wm. H. Koontz, 
contestant. 


Indiana — William E. Niblack, Michac 
Ralph Hill, John H. FarqTliwir, G 
Julian, Ebenezer Dumont, Daniel ^ 
hees,* Godlove S. Orih, Scliuyle 
Joseph H. Defrees, Thomas N. Stillv 

Illinois — John Wentworth, John F. Fai 
Ellihu B. Washburne, Abner C. 
Ebon C. Ingersoll, Burton 0. Cook, 
n. Bromwell, Shelby M. CuUom, 3 
Ross, Anthony Thornton, Samuel S. 
Jehu Baker, Andrew J. Kuykendall 
W. Moulton. 

Missouri — JohnHogan, Henry T. Blow 
E. Noell, John R. Kelso, Joseph 
Clurg, Robert T. Van Horn, iBen 
Loan, John F. Benjamin, George W. i 

Michigan — Fernando C. Beaman, C)i£ 
Bon, John W. Longyear, Thomas \\ 
Rowland E. Trowbridge, John F. Di 

Iowa — James F. Wilson, Hiram Price, 
B.Allison, Josiah B. Grinnell, .^L!^ 
Bon,.A8ahel W. Hubbard. 

Wisconsin — HalbertE. Paine, Ithamar 
Amasa Cobb, Charles A. Eldridge, 
Sawyer, Walter D. Mclndoe. 

California — Donald C. McRuer, Willia: 
John Bidwell. 

Minnesota — William Windom, Ignat 
nelly. 

Oregon — ^James H. D. Henderson. 

Kansas — Sidney Clarke. 

West Virginia — Chester D. Hubbard, C 
Lathani, Kellian V. Whaley. 

Nevada — Delos R. Ashley. 

Members chosen in the late Insurri 

States. 

Alabama — C. C. Langdon, George C. '. 
Gen. Cnllen A. Battle, Joseph W. Tj 
T. Pope, Thomas J. Foster. 

Arkansas — William Byers, George B 
James M. Johnson. 

Florida — F. McLeod. 

Georgia — Solomon Cohen, Gen. Phili 
Hugh Buchanan, E. G. Cabine.s8, J. 
thews, J. H. Christy, Gen. W. T. Wo: 

Louisiana — Louis St. Martin, Jacob 
Robert C. Wickliffe, John E. King, 
Ray. (Henry C. Warmoth claimt 
delegate, under universal suffrage ele< 

Mississippi — Col. Arthur E. Reynol 
Richard A. Pinson, James T. Han 
M. West, E. G. Peyton. ^ 

North Carolina — Jesse R. Stubbs, Ch 
Clark, Thomas C. Fuller, Col. Josiah 
Jr., Bedford Brown, S. H. Walkup, . 
Jones. 

South Carolina — Col. John D. Kennedy, 
Aiken, Gen. Samuel McGowan, James 

Tennessee — Nathaniel G. Taylor, Hora 
nard, William B. Stokes, Edmund 
William B. Campbell, Samuel M. 
Isaac R. Hawkins, John W. Leftwicb 

Texas — 

Virginia — ^W. H. B. Custis, Lucius H. 
ler, B. Johnson Barbour, Robert B 
Beverly A. Davis, Alex. H. H. Stuart 
Y. Conrad, Daniel H. Hoge. 

* Unseated February 23, 1866, and Henry D. 
I qualified as bis successor. 



VOTES IN THE HOUSE ON RESOLUTIONS. 
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le Alabama delegation, Mr. Battle was a 

in the rebel army, and Mr. Foster a 

nitative in the first and second rebel con- 

le Georgia delegation, Messrs. Cook and 
I were generals in the rebel service. 
[ike Mississippi delegation, Messrs. Roy- 
and Pinson were colonels in the rebel 
Mr. Harrison was a member of the 
provisional confess. 

he North Carolina delegation, Mr. Fuller 

representative in the first rebel congress, 

■. Turner was a colonel in the rebel army, 


and a representative in the second reVjol con- 
gress; Mr. Brown was a member of tlio State 
convention which passed the secession ordinanca 
in 1861, and voted for it. 

Of the South Sarolina delegation, Mr. lyen- 
nedy was colonel and Mr. McGowan brigadier 
general in the rebel army ; Mr. Farrow was a 
representative in the first and second rebel con- 
gresses. , . 

Of the Virginia delegation, Messrs. Stuart 
and Conrad were members of the secession con- 
vention of Virginia, in 1861, and continued to 
participate after the passage of the ordinance 
and the beginning of hostilities. 


VOTES IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

VAKIOUS POLITICAL DECLARATORY RESOLUTIONS. 


Payment of the Public Debt. 

ecember 5, 1865 — Mr. Samuel J. Randall 
red this resolution : 

lesoloedt That, as^the sense of this House, 
public debt created during the late rebellion 
contracted upon the faith and honor of the 
ion ; that it is sacred and inviolate, and must 
.'ought to be paid, principal and interest; 
t any attempt to repudiate or in any manner 
mpair or scale the said debt shall be univer- 
j discountenanced, and promptly rejected by 
igress if proposed. 

tfnich was agreed to — yeas 162, nays 1, as 
bw: 

M8 — Messrs. Alley, Allison, Ames, Ancona, Anderson, 
kn H. Ashley, Baker, Baldwin, Banks, Barker, Baxter, 
iMD,BeQJamin, Bergen, Bidwell, Bingham, Blaine, Blow, 
Itwell, Boyer, Brandegce, Broinwell, Broomall, Buck- 
if Bnndiy, Chanler, Reader W. Clarke, Sidney Clarke, 
ill, Conkling, Cook, Culloni, Culver, Darling, Davis, 
nji, Dawson, Defrees, Delano, Deming, Denison, Dixon, 
Belly, Driggs, Duniont, Eckloy, Eggleston, Eliot, Farns- 
ctt^ Parquhar, Forry, FincJe, Garfield, Gloisbrenner, 
^fjOTy Grlnnell,Oriswold, Hale, Abner C. Harding, Hart, 
fea, Hei^ers'>n, Higby, Ilill, Hogan^ Holmes, Hooper, 
ildudss, AsaUcl W. Hubbard, Chester D. Hubbard, 
las Uabbord, Jr., John H. Hubbard, Edwin N. Bubbell, 
|es B. Hubbell, Ilulburd, James Humphrey, James M. 
tphrej/, Ingersoll, Jenckos, Johnson, Julian, Kasson, 
t^, Keltjo, Kerr, Ketcham, Kuykendall, Laflin, Latham, 
rge V. lAwrence, William Lawrence, loan, Longyear, 
irtOD, Marvin, McClurg, McGuUough, Mclndoe, McKee, 
Itaer, Mercur, Miller, Moorhead, Morrill, Morris, Moul- 
Myers, Newell, Niblack, Nicholsm, Noell, O'Neill, Orth, 
ie, Patterson, Perliam, Phelps, Pike, Plants, Pomeroy, 
%t Badford, Samuel J. Randall, William H. Randall, 
pond, Alexander H. Rice, Rogers, Rollins, Ross, Saw- 
Schenck, Scufield, Shanklin, Shellabarger, Sitgreaves, 
a, Smith, Spalding, Starr, Stevens, Stillwell, Strouse, 
Vf Thayer, Francis Thomas, John L. Thomas, jr., 
Fliftm, Trowbridge, Upson, Burt Van Hom.Ward, Warner, 
bra B. Washburne, William B. Washburn, Welker, 
itworth. Whaley, Williams, Wilson, Windom, Wif^field, 

IT — Mr. Trimble. 

or VoTiNO — Messrs. Brooks, Eldridge, Orider, Aaron 
tting^ Le Bhnd, Lyn :h, Marshall, John H. Bice, Ritter, 
lor, Van Aemam, B. T. Vfm Horn, S, F. Wilson, F. fl. 
idbridge— 14. 


'* Treason Ought to be PBnished.'' 

December 14, 1865 — Mr. Henderson, of Ore- 
gon, submitted the following resolution : 

Resolved, That treason against the United 
States Government is a crime that ought to be 
punished. 

Mr. Hale moved it be laid on the table which 
was disagreed to ; and, under the previous quesr 
tion, it was then passed — yeas 163, nays none, 
as follow: 

Yeas — Messrs. Alley, Ames, Ancona, Anderson, Jamos M. 
Ashley, Baker, Baldwin, Banks, Barker, Beuman, Benjamin, 
Bergen, Bidwell, Bingham, Blaine, Blow, Boutwull, Boyer, 
Bromwell. Brooks, Broomall, BucklaTid, Bundy, Reader W. 
Clarke, 8idney Clarke, Cobb, Conkling, Cook, CuUom, Dar> 
lirg, Davis, Dawes, Dawson, Defrees, Deming, Denisnn, Dixon, 
Donnelly, Driggs, Eckley, Eggleston, Eldridge, Eliot, Far- 
quhai',Forry, Finck,Glossbrenner,GridJer, Grinnell, Griswold, 
Halo, Aaron Harding, Abner C. Harding, Uart, Hayes, Hen- 
derson, Higby, Hogan, Holmes, Hooper, Hotchkiss, Asahel 
W. Hubbard, Chester D. Hubbard, Demas Hubbard, jr., John 
H. Hubbard, Edwin N. Hubbell, James R. Hubbell, Hul- 
burd, James Humphrey, James M. Humphrey, Ingersoll, 
Jenckes, Johnson, Julian, Kasson, Kelley, Kelso, Ktrr, 
Ketcham, Kuykendall, George V. Lawrence, William Law- 
rence, Le Blond, JiOan, Longyear, Lynch, Marshall, Marston, 
Marvin, McClurg, McCuUough, Mclndoe, McKee, McRucr, 
Mercur, Moorhead, Morrill, Morris, Myots, Nicholson, JVbdl, 
O'Neill, Orth, Paine, Perham, Pike, Plants, Price, Radford, 
Samuel J. RandaU, William H. Randall, Alexander II. Rice, 
John H. Rice, Ritter, Rogers, Rollins, Ros^i, Rousseau, Saw- 
yer, Scofield, SharOclin, Shellabarger, Sitgreaves, Sloan, 
Smith, Spalding, Starr, Stevens, Strouse, Taber, Taylor, 
Thayer,John L.Thomas, jr., ThnvMon, Trimble^ Trowbridge, 
Upson, Van Aernam, Burt Van Horn, Voorhees, Ward, War- 
ner, Ellihu B. Washburne. William B. Washburn, Welker, 
Wentworth, Whaley, Williams, James F. Wilson, Stephen F. 
Wilson, Windom, TTwi/IeW, Woodbridge— 163. 

Nats — ^None. 


Sepresentation of the late iRO-called Confer 

erate States. 

December 14, 1865— Mr. James F. Wilson 
submitted this resolution : 

Eesolved, That all papers which may be oflfer- 
ed relative to the representation of the late 
so-called Confederate States of America, or either 
of them, shall be referred to the joint committee 
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of fifteen withont debate, and no membera eliaU 
be adraitted from either of eiud so-called SttitSEi, 
□Qtil Congresssball declare such States or either 
of Uiem entitled to repreaentation. 
Which was paaeed— yeas 107, naya 56, a 




"C 


r. AtlLaaii, imes. And. 


.... jid. aiiellaliuger, Sloaa, Spgldlng, Burr, 
SteTsni, -Ch jei, IrawbridKC, Upion, Tui Aernuo. Iliiri 
VicHDrn, Ward, Wirner, ELIihn B. Wuhbiirne. WlllliTn B. 
Wuhburn,Uelker,Weiitwarth. WI]lluna,JnniHF.W11fliiTi, 

Hlie— Mcsirs. Jlnconn, Btrgim, Blow, itoyei-, Bro^kr, 
Silting, Davis, Oavton, Baiion, Etdridge, FBiqnfaar, Fimli, 
OEanAmmer. ffHCn-iOiteKoM, ^tit,Bard^, HIII,iKwnn, 
EivtH 2T. BiMdi.3»msi &. Hnbbell, Juum Humphr^v, 
J'aattt M. Hiauatrts, Jahmon, KuHm. Kerr, Laltasm. Le 
Kond. MaTthaU, ItUlacli, McAcfion, JVmO. thelpi. jAid- 
/ml, jSnuiEf j; AondoU, WUlluo H. RaDdall, Rsynmnd, 
Rilier, Ssgeri, Una, Roameia,Shanklin.Bilgrrara,Baim; 
StUlirel]. Striuic, Thifx, IMiIor. Frsnds Tboniu, John L. 
Thommjr., /Aomlon, Trimile, RwtAm, Whilcy, tKniifU, 

Elsetlve Tranohiie in the 8tat«i. 

December 18, 1865— Mr. Thornton suhmitttd 
this resolution : 

Whereaa, at the first movoment toward inds- 
pendeooe, the Congrasa of the United States in- 
itrncted the several States to ioatitute govern- 
ments of tbeir own, and left each State to decide 
for itself the conditions for tbe enjoyment of the 
elective fraochise ; and whereaa dnring the period 
of the confedoraoj there continued to eiiat a 
very great diversity in the qualifications of el»t:- 
tors in the several States : and whereas the Con- 
stitution of the United States recognizes tbcae 
diversities when it enjoina that in the choice ol 
members of the House of Representatives tiiq 
electors in each State shall have tbequalihcations 
reqaisite for the electors of the most numerous 
branch of tbe State legislatures ; and wheres'!, 
after tbe formation of tbe Constitution, it re- 
mained, as before, the uniform usage of each Stute 
to enlarge tbe body of ita electora according to 
its own judgment ; and whereas so fixed was tlie 
reservation in the habits of the people, and so 
unquestioned baa been the interpretation of the 
Constitution, that during the civil war the la.ta 
President never harbored the purpose, certainly 
never avowed the purpose, of disregarding it : 
Therefore, 

Betolved, That an^ extension of the elective 
franchiae to per.ions in the Statea. either by act 
of the President or of Congress, would bean n-i- 
sumption of power which nothing in the Consti- 
tution of the United States would warrant, anil 
that, to avoid everjF danger of conflict, the settle- 
ment of this question should be referred to the 
several Statea, 

Mr. EUibu B. Wasbburne moved that it be 
laid on the table ; which was agreed to — yeas 111, 
nays 46, as follow : 

Tau-UwR. AUsj, A1U»D, AmM, Aadawnv jMiMf U- 


Aible)', Baker. Baldwin, Binki. BBTkeT.'But 


■spolng, Dlion, CrlEga.'Dninonl.'llckley. Eggl 
'urngwortb. airfisld. GilnDall, Hals. Aban- 
,.^... — „..j a,ingbj,Ho1mM,Hi»i» 



, SOimu, Hitler, FayUrr, J5 , _ 

Wr^/ii— *a. 

February 26, 1866— Wr. Defrees of 
resolution, which was laid over : 

Resolved. That it is the opinion of t 
that Congress has no constitutional rl. 
the qualiGcatioii of electors in th< 
States. 

May 21 — It waa referred to the Com 

e Judiciary — yeas 86, nays 30. ' 

Mann. Anoma, Dawson. Defreer nw^H-w^ 
ossbrenfur, Qitodyiar, Gridtr. AaT- 


I, Tabcr, Taylor, UeorjD. Wasl 
fiM, K^U— 30. 

Test Oath. 

December 18, 1865— Mr. Hill subm 
resolution ; 

Rtsohtd, That the act of July 2, 1 
scribing an oath to bo taken and subsc 

of the United Statea befoi 
the duties of such office, ia of 
forc^ and effect on all departments of tl 
service, and should in no instance be A 

Mr. Finck moved that it be tabled 
la disagreed to— yeas 33, nays 126, as 


s, Hogim, Edaia... 

ali, McOuHmgh. tfOiltck, IfichaUtm, 
iV, SiOv, JZaKTI, Sou, ShanJdia, S 


tear. Ltik^ MaraMn, MitrrlD, McCliirc. Ucludo 
HcBiw, Mircar. UllKr. Hoorbaad, Morrill, Uni 
<fHem, Ortb. Palue. V^.tUnoa, Perh»ni. Pb< 

IUc». ^obD kRiiis.Ri>lliii^Rau'a9eau. Siwyer. 
M»Beld. Bb*lliilnr|ta''i Smllb, SpaldiDg. Sttrr. 
aailinil,1bifi,iabM U Ilu>iiwa,Iniwbiid^ D 


I THB aOVSB ON BBBOLUTIONS. 


nt T«n Horn, Robmi T. Vsn Horn. Ward, W«r. 
B. WBBbbnms, WilliBm B. Wubbnm, Welke 
I, Wbtley, Wlllluni, Junea F. Wllun, auphe 

I pas Bed. 

Teit Oftth for Lawyeri. 

■y 15, 1866— Mr. Stevans offered this 

;rf. That the Committee oa the Judi- 
instructed to iaquiie into the expedi- 
} amending the actof January 24, 1865, 
to the test oath, aa to allow attorneys- 
practice their profees ion without, taking 
. on an eqaal footing nritb the mem- 

II other profeflpiona. 

was agreed to — yeaa 8^, naya, 77, as 


ton. Uttiismt, Driii^ Eldrifjgt, Fariiuhar, Ferr 

bD^rO. HJiTdlDS. il\g}ij, Ujll, Ifogan, JEcopt 
[nbburd, Edmia /f. HubUli, Jidi» &. Hnlibe.., 
ipbrej, Jama Jf, Hufnpbny, In^enoll, Johnton, 
TTj Eaylrc-iidaU. Lftlbftm, Utiorn T. LawrADOe. 
lanhaa. Mareton. M.ttId, JfcCuUauoli, McBaer. 
>rbeEd. Niblack, tficlOUm, IfMIl, Orih. PheLpi^ 
s. Pomero;. Flics. Sa^srd, ^inif«l J. Randiu, 


I, JsDckes. J 


-, - , -Thajer. 

u, Tfiontoit, IWnib, Tn>«bridg«. WntflM~ 

llaoD, ADdowD, DelH R. Atbley, Jamn 

nebam, BL»]n«, DDStwell, Er.-m'd^g^ 

DC} Cisrks, CODkJiDK, 

Dixon, Bonn ell J, EtE- 
Grlnnall, Ilirt, Bayai. 

rtu., luu...... Mnrrii.Moi.lton, O'Neill, °P."1 

ndall.AloundHH. RIce.JobDlLRiGisBolllDi, 
cofisld, Shellabariter, gluan, Spalding. Slair, 

a B. WaihbiiTiii'', U'llllwn B.Wubburn, Welkar^ 
iim« F. WUsoD, Wimlois, Woodlnidge— IT. 

rEement of the Fcesidsnt't FoUbj. 

)er 21, 1865— Mr. Voorhees aubmitted 
oluciona, which were postponed till 
9, 1866 : 

d, That the message of the Preaident 
nited States, delivered at the present 

is regarded by this body as an able 
otic State paper. 

t the principles therein advocated for 
'ation of the Union are the safest and 
iticable that can now be applied to our 
d domestic aSaira. 

t no State, or any number of States 
,ted together, can in anymanner aunder 
lection with the FederaJ Union, eicept 
A subversion of our present syatem of 
;nt; and that the President in enuncia- 

docTrinc in his late message hae but 
^reasion to the sentiments ot all those 
I the right or power of a State to secede. 
■j the President is entitled to tbe thanks 
ess and the country for his faithful, 
. Bucceasful efforts to restore civil gov- 
law, and order to those States whose 
lere lately in insurrection against the 
athority; *nd we hereby pledge oar- 
aid, assist, and nphold him in the policy 
1 has adopted to give bacmony, peaoe,- 
a to th« Goontiy. 


January 9 — Mr. Bingham offered this aub- 

Jitiohed, That this House has an abiding con- 
fidence in the President, and that in the fntare, 
as in the past, he will co-operate with Congress 


gham moved to refer the resolutions 
ibstituto to the Committee on Beoon* 
which was agreed to — yeas 107, naya 


42, a 


foil. 


Teis— MBaBn.AI1i>on,Am«,Audei»n,JainsiH.Agbler, 
Baker.BotdwIn, Banks, BBIMr,B8aRitui,Beiij&»ilii,Bld9t«ll, 
DiDKbam.U1alns,Bi>iitmll.BraDd^e9.BrcinwFU, Broomall, 
Bucklnnd,iDniKlj, B«ader W. CiMko, Sidney Clarke. Co», 
CoDkUog, Cook, Callom, SsTli, Dawes, De^'ecH, Dendng, 
DoDnell.T, Drlree, Eggleiton, Bllot, Ferry, Oarfleld, Ortn- 
oell. Hale, A. 0. IlHrding, Halt, Hayes. Ilenderani], Hiiby, 
dill. Holmis, Iliioper, Amtael W. Qnbbaid, Oh»tiv D. Unb- 
bard, Jobo H. Habbard, Jamea B. Hubbell, Hnlbuid. lnur- 
■oll. Jenckes, Jnllan, Kelley, Kelso, Ketohiin, KuykmiJI, 
IdflJR, Lalbain,W[Ulam Lawrence, Loan, Longyeer, Lrnch, 

head, M'orrlll, M..rrtB, Mnulton, Myeri. Newell, O'Neill. Ont, 
Paine, Pal tenoD,Purliain,FhslpB.I>lke,E'lante, Price, Alex- 
ander H. Rice, ^ohn U. Btce, Bollina, Sawyer. Bcofleld, 
Bbellatiargsr, Sndlb, Spalding, Bleiens, StUlweU, Xtaayar, 
Johu L. Timmis, Jr., Trowbrldie, Ufaon, Van Asraam,Bnrt 
Van Horn, Warner, Elllhn B.Wasb burn e, William B.WatJi- 


■. BrBoki, CAonler. 


Tllnfc flnwioB, Bmiion, Etdridge, GtoiibrirnKT, GriOtr, 
irm Bardixg. fliwa«. J. M. Bamphrry, Ktrr, le mmi, 
iFikaU, Mblade, jRCAotnm. Mie!!, Radferd, BbihUI J. 


Withdrawal of UUttar; Foiee. 

January 8, 1866— Mr. Thos. Williams submit- 
ted this resolution : 

\ahitd. That in order to tbe maintenance 
of the national authority and the protection of 
the loyal citizens of the seceding States, it is 
the aenae of this House that the military forces ot 
the Government should not be withdrawn from 
those States until the two Houses of Congress 
shall have ascertained and declared their further 
presence there no longer necessary. 

Which was passed — yeas 94. nays 37, aa follow : 


BAH— m™ 




Spalding, annem, TbKjat, Irowbridge, tlpson. Tan ior- 
. Burt V-an Horn. Koherl T, Van Bom. Ward, Warner. 
'.n B. Wasliburne, Welker, Wllliama. Stephen F.WIl. 

.IS— Meeete. Awxma. Btrgm, B, 


I, f?rfr,rf^ 


yftri, kail, 8. 


The Legml £fikct of Beballian— tbft Dnt; of Con- 
gresi— the Writ of Habeu CoTpus, and Thuiki 
to the FTssldsnt. . 


Mttobitd, That in the laaguage of tbe piodk- 
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mation of the President of May 29, 1865, " the 
Mbellioa which waa waged hj a portion of tb? 
people of the United Stat«s against the pronei ly 
coiiBtitiil«d aathorities of the Government there- 
of in the most violent and revolting form, but 

whosfl organized and armed forces h[~" 

been almpst entirely overcome, ha? in ii5 revolu- 
tionary progress deprived the people" of the 
States in nfijoh^it was organised "of all civil 
goverDment." 

2, That whenever the people of any Slate 
are thus " deprivfed of all civil government," it 
becomea the duty of Congress, Dy appropriate 
legislation, to enable them to organize a State 
government, and in the langoage of the Cousti- 
tntion " to guarantee to such State a republican 
form of government." 

3. That it 19 the deliberate sense of this 
House that the condition of the rebel States fully 
jastifies the President iu maintaining the sus- 
pension of the writ of habeas corpiu io those 
Slates. 

i. That it is the deliberate Een^e of this 
Houae that the condition of the rebel States fally 
jnstiliesthe President in maintaining miiitary 

Sossessionandcontroithereof, and that the Tresi- 
ent is entitled to the thanka of the natiou for 


[uhbani^ Will 


¥. ffllKHi, Stephen 


Vr^C, Findc. Gbnbraincr, Good^caT, I 

n ainiina, Bogan, Chnter D. HoMiud. 

I LbUixid. McCuUaugh, Sl#rcar, yiHaclc. f/iebaltaK, I 

Rai'fnrd.l^naurt/. KmdaO.Bltfmtail.IfOrr, STBrt 


ton, Trimble, Whiil*j— 1«. 

The leeond resolntio 
104, nays 33, aa follow 


1 agreed to- 

AlhleT^JoiBMl 
F. Ciukfl, Cab'b. Conkllng, Cbok, Colta 


AcKcB. IfcBaer, U< 




TH8— McBBTB, Jumna, Ber;«7i, Br«*i, Chanler, Dai 
Eldridge, FincJt, QlniibrefOier^ GoodJ/ear, Grider, J 
Harding, R'ftan, James M. Htimp'ireif, Kirr, Lt h 
MiiTiMtt, MtLalUiagh, Kiblactr. AVc'ioitwi, Rad/ord, Si 
J. Eandalt, aaier, Rogers, Boss, ShimtUn, JWw, Tlior 


Nais-Hch 


OD, Deloa 


K. Aibls;, Biker. Baldwin, Banki, Baiter. Besmnii, Benja 
min, Bjdvell. Uingham, Blaine, Bon twell, BnHDOell. Broom 
■U, Reader W, Clatlie. SidDejr Qiirke, Cobb, Conkilng 
Cook, Cal loin, SsvM, DemlDg, Donnelly, Sriggi, Eclilet 
Bggleaton, Eliot, RinMworlh. ftrnuhsr. Ferry, Garfleld 
Oilnnell, Origwotd, Uale. Abner C. BaTdini, Uajn, [leu 
denon, HiKli;. n<)liii«,ttoin>or, AulielW.)lDl>li>rd,Cbei 
terD. Hnt>b:i[il.DeniHeHntdMrd,Jol>nII, Hnbtard. Juine 

Jallun, KQwan. Kcllej, Koleo, Ketcbun,'Eiiykendall, Ldin 
lattaun, Oeorge V. LawrtDce. William Lawrence, Loan 
IdDljnr, Voch.HuvIn, UcClan;. Uclndoe, HaSM, >tc 
Bner, Uercur, Maorhead. Morrill, Honig, Hoaltun, Myen 
0>Naill, Onfa, Paine, Paltenon, Perfaam, Plielin, Pike 
PUnle, Pomeroy, Price, Hliliam H. Bondall, K.iTDHnHl 
.1^ — ..— ir D,_^ T^i._ TT "tn^^ Bollina, RoijBtBBd.r 


jer, iKheDck, Bcofleld, Shell 


yf^,\\ 


„ , ... Ji, Bpald- 

reena. Tbiiyer, John L. Thomu. TrowbtMie, 
lenuiDi, Dnrt Van Hom, RobBrl T. Tan Uom, 
r. Ellihn B. WaghbamB. Wlllitun B, Waahbtirn, 

, Iworih, Whaley.Williami, JamH F, Wilaon, 

SteiAen F. WlUoD, Windom, Woodbridge— 119. 

A division of tho question having been de- 
manded, tbe^nt resolution was agreed to — yeas 
102, nays 36, as follow : 

DO, Deloa H. Atbley, JaniM 

lidscU.BIaKhnm, Blaine, DODtwell, ^rendegeo, Bmm- 
Brooinill, K^der W. Clarke, Sidney Clarke. Cobb, 

ling,Co9k,Ilcfte*e,Deinlng,Donr-"- "" — " 

— n, Kliot, Fi " 


H. Aab" ~ 
mlf, I 


inlng,Donnolly,Drigg»Eckiey, 
rlta, Feny, Oarfleld. OrlDnell, 


rill, Uoiria. H'Killon, Hyera, i 
Pike, Planis, Vomiraj. Price. 


ime, William B. 

Stephen F. Wiieon, ITindom, Woodliridge— lOL 

Hits— Hmara. .4ni»nn, Btrffm. Bager. Braia, a 
Davifn, Eldridffe. Finck. GlfTstlrrtTtitfr, Gnodyear, < 
AuroK Btirdifig. Sman, Kaaaon, Ktrr, LjitiijuD, l4 
HcCulbmgh, NOAaci, yi'^haUon, Plieipa. B i^iird, ! 

Tabtr, narttm. Trimble, Whaloy— 33. 

The third resolution was agreed to — yeai 
nays 26, as follow : 
Yras— Messn. Allison. Andnm. James ^. Atlili 

Cuiioni, DawM. ott™, nteming, Donnelly,' Tlrlp;i!,1 
EgglMton. Eliot, Famsworth, Farqnhar, Farry. Ga 
Urinneii, OrUwotd. Hale. Abner C. lUnUng. Atjtt. 
denon. nigby. Holmes, lleopcr,HDtehk[n,Che9lBrD. 
bnr<l. Denize Hubbard, Johnll. Hnbbard, Jimea R. Ba 
Hnlbnrd. James Humphrey, Ingermll, Jcnckei. J 

year, Lynch. Maretoo, Marvin, McC1di':(. Mclailoa, H 
licRotr. Hetcur. Moorbead, Moiriil, Uorria, Hn 
Myete. O'NrjIll, Orth, Paine, FallBrMo. Pertwm, Fl 
Pike, Planta, Pomeroy. Price, Williain II. Randall, Uayi 
Alc.ander 11. «ke, iaba lI.Rice, RolliDa, Sawyer, Scb 
ScoHcld, Sheltabar^r, Sioa.n, Smilb, Sp.^iJlng, : 


F. WIlBoo. Windom, Woodbridge— lfl>. 

Nats — Ueaan. jlncono, Ber^fea, Bo^tr, Brooks, €> 
Baujsan. Etdridgt, Fiia^e, Qiosibramer. Ooo'tpear, G 
Aanm Hardtag, Jama H. SiuanArn, Ktrr, Le B^OM 
aUkmgh, Newell, irOHadi, Badfoni, SiUtr, Btgtri, 
Shailkan, Jiibef, IVUmem, IWiUb— 2e. 

The first clause of the fourth resolution 
^reed to — yeas 118, nays 23, aa follow; 

Tua— Mena. AHlem. Delia R. Ashley, Janei M. la 
B,Jier,BaldwlD, Banks. Bailar. Uoamnn, Benjamin. Bli: 




s.Defreea.Demli 




mai Hnbbard, Ji., John H. Hubbaid, Jam« K. UiU 
Hnlbard, Jamea flnmphrey, Ingeraoil, Jen^ee, Jl 
Kaason, Kelley, Bclao, Kctcham, knykandall, L 
Latbam, OeorRe 7. Lawrance, Witliam Lawreneh 1 
LoDRyear, Lynch, Uantoni.VlaTiiii.lIcClDn, UdndH 
Krt, UcBuer, Uercnr, Moorbead, Uoiria, HonlUn, M 
(yNeili, Orlh. Paln^ Palteraon, Perham. Phelpa. PI 

Frandi Tbomnt, John L. Thopiaa,yr, Trowbridge,!! 
Tag Aamam, Burt Tan Sato, BolMCt I. Tu BnOi, 1 
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Ellihu B. Washbnrae Wiiuam B. Washburn, Be it resolved, As the opinion of the House 

'^entworth, Whaley, Williams, James F. Wilson, ^f p^r^^^„^„i.«f:' ^„ i.i,„i. Sa Ti«^' «i u u 

. Wilson, Windom.Woodbridge— 118. ^\ Kepresentatives, that s&id Pavis should be 

lessrs. Ancona, Bergen, Boyer, Brooks, Dawson, held in custody as a prisoner, and cubjected to 

Fine* QUuhrtniMT, Ooodyear Aar<m Harding a trial according to the laws'of the land. 

Humphrey, McCuOough, Niblack, Nicholson, Rod- . ° 

uel J, Randall, RiUer, Rogers, Ross, Shanklin, Which was agreed to — ^yeas 105, navs 19, as 

mton, Trimble— 2Z. foUow : 

econd clause of the fourth re^lution vo»o Ttr«-— m^^ mi t m a vi » i 

J, -oe o r ^^ xEAB — Messfs. Alley, Ailison, James M. Ashley, Baker, 

sed to — yeas 16b, nays 8, as toUoW: Baldwin, Banks, Baxter, Beaman,Bidwell, Bingham, Blaine, 

lessrs. Allison, Ancona, Anderson, James M. Ash" Boutwell, Bromwell, Buckland, Bundy, Reader W. Clarke, 

Baldwin, Banks, Baxtei*, Beaman, Benjamin, Ber Sidney Clarke, Cobb, Conkling, Cook, Cullom, Darling, Davis, 

11, Bingham, Blaine, Boutwell, Boyer, Brandegee, I>awe8, Defrees, Donoelly, Eckley, Eliot, Farnsworth, Far- 

Brooks, Broomall, Reader W. Clarke, Sidney quhar. Ferry, Garfield, Grinnoll, Griswold. Hale, Abuer C. 

)b, Conkling, Cook, CulIonjf.Dawwm. Defrees, Dem- Harding, Hart, Hayes, Henderson, Higby, Holmes, Hooper, 

jllv, Driggs, Eckley, Eggleston, Eldridge, Eliot, Hotcbkiss, Chester D. Hubbard, John 11. Hubbard, James 

h,'Farquhar, Ferry, l^iJicfc, Garfield, <?to»s6re/m«r, »• Hubbell, Julian, Kelso, Ketcham, Kuykendall, Laflih, 

Griswold, Hale, Abner C.Harding, Hayes, Higby, I^tham, George V. Lawrence, William Lawrence, Loan, 

looper, Hotcbkiss, Chester D. Hubbard, Demas I^ongyear, Lynch, Marshall, Marvin, McCIurg, McKee, Mc- 

John H. Hubbard, James R. Hubbell, Hulbnrd, K"«^ Mercur, Miller, Moorhead, Morrill, Morris, Moulton, 

nplirey, James M. Humphrey, Ingersoll, Jenckes, Myers, O'Neill, Orth, Paine, Porham, Pholps, Pike, Plants, 

ulian, Kasson, Kelley, Kelso, Kerr, Ketcham, Pomeroy, Price, William H. Randall, Raymond, Alexander 

11, Laflin, Latham, George V. Lawrence, William H. Rice, Sawyer, Schenck, Scofield, Shellabarger, Sloaa 

Le BUmd, Loan, Longyear, Lynch, Marston, Smith, Spalding. Thayer, John L Thoma-s, Thornton, Trow. 

icClurg, Mclndoe, McKee, Mercur, Moorhead, bridge, Upson, Van Aemam, Ward, Warner, Henry IX 

orris, Moulton, Myers, O'Neill, Orth, Paine, Pat- Washburn, Welker, Whaley, Williams, James F. Wilson, 

ham, Phelps, Pike, Plants, Pomeroy, Price, Rad- Stephen F. Wilson, Windom, Winfield, Woodbridge— 105. 

lel J. Randall, William H. Randall, Raymond, Nats— Messrs. Ancona, Boyer, Coffroth, Eldridge, Finch, 

H. Rice, John H. Rice, Rollins, Rousseau, Saw- Glossbrenner, Grider, Harris, Hogan, Johnson, McCuUough, 

ck, Scofield, Shellabarger, Sloan, Smith, Spald- Niblack, Samuel J. Randall, Ritter, Rogers, Sitgreaves, Tor 

Stevens, Taher, Thayer, Francis Thomas, John ^i TnmbUf^ Wrxg1it—\9. 

, Thornton, Trowbridge, Upson, Van Aemam, 

Eom, Robert T. Van Horn, Ward, Warner, £llihu TDri»nfi.oHfw-_Tl.i» Pati;oti« 

me, William B. Washburn, Welker, Wentworth, Weutrallty-Tlie ZeniaxiS. 

'iiiiams James F. Wilson, Stephen F. Wilson; June 11, 1866— Mr. Ancona offered this reso- 

Voodbndge-— 135. i„4^,V« 

tfessrs. Grider, Aaron Harding, McOuUough, ^^^1??* ., t • t^ ^ -. xi • .^ .t 

Ritter, Rogers, Shanklin, Trimble— S. Whereas the Irish people and their brothers 

and friends in this country are moved by a 

ion orstategoverument of North Caro- patriotic purpose to assert the independence 

Una. and re-establish the nationality of Ireland ; and 

5^1866— The Speaker having proposed whereas the active sympathies of the people of 

fore the House a communication signed the United States are naturally with all men 

I Worth, Governor of North Carolina, who struggle to achieve such ends, more especi- 

ens objected to its reception; and on ally when those engaged therein are the acknow- 

ion. Will the House receive the same, the ledged friends of our Government, as are the 

e 38, nays 100, as follow : Irish race, they having shed their blood in de- 

[essrs*. Delos R. Ashley, Bergen, Brooks. Chanler, ^^nse of our flag in every battle of every war in 

w'.n, Eidrid'jt', JTinck, G<fodyear, Grider, Hale, which the republic has been engaged ; and where- 

Hrig,Hogan Edwin N.Hubm,3^ as the British Government, against whom they 

cendall, Latham, ifa;-37tan,McRuer,N6well,iVt6- „^^ „. ^^i- « ;„ ««*;4^i«^ 4-JL J^ ^4^v»«» ^« ^./v^^-aI 

>Lson. Nodi, Phelps, Radford, Raymond, liitter, a^e struggling, IS entitled to no Other or greater 

sf, Rousseau, Shanklin, Taber^ /Uj/ior, Thomim, Consideration from US as a nation than that de- 

haiey, rF*n/i€?(i.-_38. manded by the strict letter of international law, 

essrs. Alley, Allison, Ames, Anderson, James M. r^. i.u^ «^J;„^« iu.,*. ^„«;«^ «,,,. i«4-^ /»;,,;i ™«« ol»^ 

ker, Banks, Barker, Baxter, Beaman, Benjamin, ^0^ the reason that during our late ClVl war she 

nghara, Blaine, Boutwell, Brandegee, Bromwell, did in effect, by her conduct, repeal her neu- 

Buckiand, Bundy, Sidney Clarke, Cobb, Cook, tralitv laws: and whereas when reparation is 

';:rlh':"CA-KoJ!a?l?S?r^^^^^^^^ demanded for damages to our commo^rce, result- 

Henderson, Higby, Hill, Holmes, Hooper, Hotch- ing from her willful neglect to entorco the same, 

ivv\Hubbard,Demasllubbard,ir^^ohnH.Hub- ghe arrogantly denies all responsibility, and 

sU. Hubbell, Ilblburd. Ingersoll, Jenckee, Julian, ^i^:_ xv^lu -j^: i. _ j 

so, Ketcham, William Lawrence, Lynch, Marston claims to be the judge in her own case ; and 

[cKee, Miller, Morris, Moulton, Myers, O'Neill, whereas the existence of our neutrality law of 

■. Patterson, PerhHin, Pike, Price, Wiiihim u. 1818 Compels the executive department of this 

loxanuer II. Rice, John 11. Rice, Rollins, Sawyer, r\ i.xj*"i zi ii 'i. 

Jcofleid, Sheiiabirger, Sloan, SpaRiing; stevins! Government to discriminate most harshly against 

hayer, Francis Thomas, John L. Thomas, jr.. Trow- those who have ever been and are now our 

'^"'^,*tM^^"-«''??'®,"f*^*9S°'^"'?;°^,?r'*?:^*" friends, and in favor of those who have been 

iier, Ellihu B. W ashbume, Henry D. Washburn, r„:^Ki«„„ «^<. ^^\,-. ^^ <-k« ^ i ^,.:« .ir^l^a ^f 

entworth, Williams, James F. Wilson, Stephen faithless, not only to the general principles of 

Windom, Woodbiidgo.— 100. comity which should esjst between friendly 

States, but also to the written law of their own 

Trial of Jefferson Davis. nation upon this subject: Therefoie, 

1, 18GG — Mr. Boutwell offered this reso- Be it resolved. That the Committee on Foreign 

Affairs be, and they are hereby, instructed 

as it is notorious that Jefferson Davis to report a bill repealing an act" approved 

eador of the late rebelljton, and is guilty April 20, 1818, entitled "An act in addi- 

n under the laws of the United States ; tion to an act for the punishment of certain 

^cas by the proclamation of the Presi- crimes against the United States," and tb repeal 

»Iay, 1865, the said Davis was^ charged the act therein mentioned, it being the neutrsuity 


iplicity in the assassination of President 
and said proclamation has not been re- 
>r annull^: Therefore, 
8 


law, under the terms of which the President 8 
p;:oclamation against the Fenians was issued. 
* Mr. Davis, of New York, moved to lay it on 


114 


POLITICAL MANUAL, 


the table, which was lost — ^yeaa 5, (Messrs. Cobb, 
Davis, Grinnell, Hale, Trowbridge,) nays 112. 

Mr. Schenck moved this as a substitnte : 

Resolved, That the President of the United 
States, in the opimon of this House, should re- 
consider the policy which has been adopted by 
him as between the British Government and that 
portion of the Irish people who, under the name 
of Fenians, are struggling for their independent 
nationality ; and that he be requested to adopt 
as nearly as practicable that exact course of pro- 
cedure which was pursued by the Government 
of Great Britain on the occasion of the late civil 
war in this country between the United States 
and rebels in revolt, recognizing both parties as 
lawful belligerents, and observing between them 
a strict neutrality. 

Mr. Hale moved to table it; which was lost — 
yeas 8, (Messrs. Cobb, Davis, Dawes, Dodge, 
Griswold, Hale, Sloan, Trowbridge,) nays 113. 

Mr. Banks moved to refer to the Committee 


on Foreign Affairs, stating that if refe 
committee would report upon it. The 
was agreed to— yeas 87, nays 35, as foD 

Teas — Messrs. Alley, Allison, Delos B. Ashley, 
Ashley, Baker, Baldwin, Banks, Baxter, Beaman 
Biogbam, Blaine, Boutwell, Bromwell, Backlan 
Reader W. Clarke, Sidney Clarke, Cobb, Cook 

I Dawes, Defrees, DeRMio, Dodge, Driggs, Eckley, Fa 
Farqabar, Grinnell, Uarris, Hart, Uayes, Uolm 
Uubhard, Edwin N. Ittibbell, Jenckes, Joneg, Ea 
ley, Knykendall, Laflin, Latham, George T. Lawi 
liam Lawrence, Longyear, Mnrrin, McClurg, M 
Rner, Mercar, Miller, Morrill, Morris, Monlto 
O'Neill, Ortb, Paine, Perham, Phelps, Pike, Pla 

! William H. Randall, Raymond, Alexander H. Ric 
Rice, Ross, Rousseau, Sawyer, Schenck, Scofiel 
barger, Sloan, Spalding, Thayer, Trowbridge, Ups 
Welker, Whaley, 'Williams, James F. Wilson, S 
Wilson, Windom, Woodbridge— 87. 

Nats — Messrs. Aneona, Bergen, Beyer, C9ian7e» 
Darling, Davis, Dumont, Eldridge, Finck, Gh 
Grider, Hale, Aaron Harding, Hogan, James M. 1 
Johnson, Kerr, Ketcham, McCuU rugh, Niblack, 
SanrneiJ. RandaU, Ritter, Rogers, Sitgreaves, Sd 
well, Stratue, Taber, Taylor. Tiun-nton, Trimble 
Wright— 36. 


VOTES ON SUFFRAGE IN THE DISTRICT OF COLU 


AND OTHER POLITICAL BILLS. 


Snffirage in District of Columbia. 

In House. 

Jantiarv 10, 1866 — Pending this bill, offered 
'by Mr. Kelley, December 5, 1865, and reported 
from the Judiciary Committee by Mr. James F. 
Wilson, December 18, and then postponed till this 
day: 

. A Bill extending the right of suffrage in the 
District of Columbia. 

Be it enacted, Ac, That from all laws and parts 
of laws prescribing the (qualifications of electors 
for any office in the District of Columbia the 
word "white" be, and the same is hereby, 
stricken out, and that from and after the passage 
of this act no person shall be disqualified from 
voting at any election held in the said District 
on account of color. 

Seo. 2. That all acts of Congress and all laws 
of the State of Maryland in force in said District 
and all ordinances of the; cities of Washington 
and Georgetown inconsistent with the provisions 
of this act are hereby repealed and annullod. 

After debate, Mr. Wilson moved its recommit- 
ment. 

Mr. Hale moved to amend by adding these 
words : with instructions to amend the bill so as 
to extend the right of suffrage in the District of 
Columbia to all persons coming within either 
of the following classes, irrespective of caste or 
color, but subject only to existing provisions and 


qualifications other than those founded 
or color, to wit : • 

First. Those who can read the Consti 
the United States. 

Second. Those who are assessed for 
taxes on real or personal property wi 
District. 

Third. Those who have served in a 
honorably discharged from the military 
service of the United States, and to rest 
right of suffrage to the' classes above na: 
to include proper provisions excluding 
right of suffrage those who have bor 
against the^United States during the la 
lion, or given aid or comfort to said reb 

January 17, 1866 — Mr. Wilson acce] 
Hale's amendment as part of his. 

January 18 — Mr. Darling moved to ] 
the bill till April 3. 

Mr. Niblack moved' to lay the bill on t 
which was disagreed to — yeas 47, nay 
follow : 

Yeas — Messrs. Ancona, Beloe B. Ashley, Bert 
Brooks, CJianler, Dawson, Denison, Eldridge, ^ 
brenner, Goodt/ear, Grider, Aaron iSarding, Bogt 
D. Hubbard. Edwin N. Huhbell, James M. Hump, 
son, Jones, Kerr. Kuykendnll, Latham, Le Blond 
JUcCuUough, Nihlack, Nicholson, Nodi, Phelps, 
Samuel J. Randall, yV^iUiam H. Randall, RitU 
Ross, ShanMin^ Sitgreaves^ Smith, Strouse, Tab 
J<»hn L. Thomas, jr., Tfwmton, Trimble^ Voor 
field— i7. 

Nats — Messrs. Alley, Allison, Ames, Andersoc 
Ashley, Baker, Baldwin, Banks, Barker, Baxtei 


TOXES OS SnPFRAOB. 


hion, DonnollJ, DriggH, K 


rlKroId, Hula, Abner G. Uiu 
Ilieby, Hill. Holiuw, Uoope 
I lIuTibmrd, jr_ John H. Hubbn 


i^r^J 


r. Srhsntk, SHJflalii 


gralon, Marvin, McClurg. McKee, 
, Horrill, MorHs, Uoalua, Mjcn, 
wn, Perham, Plte, f IbdM, Fgm^ 
' T II. Rtcfl, Jofau II. Rice, 


IB, StIUlnsli. Tbayer. ¥ 


na.VFIIliu 


nF.WIlKin.WindDin.WaDdbriilee— 123. ■ 
irling modified his motion so ss to posl.- 
11 the first Tuesday in March, -^rhioh 
;rBed to — yeaa 34, nays 138, as follow : 
nsra.Andonon, Bulks, CoDkllnE.DarliriEpDnvK 
glffliWn, Faninbur. Forrj'. Gri«»'o!d, Uile, Bart, 
llill. if'^m, Ju UumLihcfv, EUHin.listcliun, 
1. LaAlD. I^thsDi, Omrgs T. lAwnnce. Uarvin, 
[in, Orlh, FbclpB. WUliun li, Bandill, KMnnooil, 
^weLl, Jobn L. Ttaonuflt Jr., Trimble, Itobert T. 

(Bars. AllflT. Alliion, AmM, Anaaa, Bslos R. 
nea U. Aehlf]', Klker, Baldwin. Birker. BnllBT, 

iotfff, Braadegaa, Bromwoll, Broakt, BrDomall, 

im, bawga, Dmnori, Dtinlag. Daiism. 'DIiod, 
TiMii, &i:Ue7, Bdeidgt, Eliot. Fariuwor tb. Knc<:, 

bnet O, Hnrdln^HsTes, Illgbj' Hoimea. ilooper, 
biinl, Cbtslor B. HiH*ii^, DoinM lliibbin!, Jr.. 
ubbud. ^xrfn N. Uabidl, llulburJ, Jinui M. 
TDotfBDll, JsiicktH. Jo/mMH, Joitu. Julian. Ki>1- 
Serr, WIUIiud Lonniice, Z> £[imil, L«n, Luni^ 
h, MnAoU, uanMn. McCInre. XcCaUnugh, Mn- 
hud, M,.'rTill, Morrli, Moulion, Myeifl, MWikA:, 
A'ikU; ONdlll. Pnlna, PiiCtenoD. Pertram, Flk^ 
neror. Piice. Jioifford, pSlBmri J. fioitrfali, Alai. 
ice. Jabu H. RU», mUer, Somrt. Ballias, Baa, 

chanrtr, ScoaeW, J' — '- °— ■— .-.-. 

lau, §|nlillng. Stair, 


Wilaon, Blepbon F. WilMO, Wlndom. Winflald— IIT, 

The bill waa thaa passed — jeae 116, nays 54, 
as follow : 

Tiu— Uesm. Allajr, Alllnn, Amn, Junei W. AdiloT, 

Baker, BsldwlD, Bauki, Burker, Butar. Beamu, Bldwall, 
Bingham, Blaine, Blow, Boatwell, BnDdeges, Bromvell, 
Bnamal], Bucklnod, Bundr, Ueailar W. Olarka, Bldaav 
Clurke, Cobb, CoakUng.Oaok. Callom, Darllni;, DuTla.DawH,. 
DefMo, Delano, Darning, Dlino, Doonellf, Drien, Ecklet, 

B-^^ — i«i„. D. irorlft, FariT, QBrfleldT OrinnelL 

n =._.,„ „... t> aiabj, 

HnbbBnl,Jr_ 

fl Humphrej. Ingenoll, 
Eelao, Ketcbam, LaOlD, 
irance. bwn, Iflngysir, 
- " ""lor.Bjof 


llliun B. Washburn, Walker, Wentwintta, WIHJanL.. 

IVIIaon, Slaphen F. WllgiiD. Wlndom, Woodbridgo— 110. 
NAn-Menn. Amsna. Andennn, Detoi R. Ailila/, Ben- 
min. Bayen, BBj/er. Bnmla, Okunlfr, Dmems Dmiioii, 
i^ridge, Enrqidwr, Fiacic, Gloaliramcr, Oaatgear, Grkbi^ 
Warding, Uendarfon, llill, Hr/gan, Gbaaler D. HubHrd, A^ 
win !f. BiOAOl, Jama M. Humjitirty, JiOawm, Jimt, Orr, 
Ka;kendalt, Latham, £e£l(»i<^Jfur>AaU, IteCuacHfh, Ue- 


allahunr, S^ 
rase. Ihlsr, Ill)^ 


llanu, JuoiM F.WIlaaD, Slephon F. Wilaon. Win- 
]i[d, Waodbridge— 13£. 

;estion recurring on Mr. Wilson's motion 
it with iastractions, Mr. Schenck moved 

from the propoeed instructions these 
'Those who are assessed, for and pay 

raitl or personal property within the 
' whiob was agreed to. 
otioQ to recommitasBmended.wiLs Ihea 
i to — yeas 53. nays, 117, as follow : 

" " ji, Blow, Brandegaa, Brom- 


n.ind,B«4 


T, OrlBwold, III 


Warner. William B. Wnabbnm, Woodhildge^. 

n« il. Aabiey, Baker, UaldriliD, Barker, Butsr, 
tnjamln,£0;9efi.&dW0ll, Blngbam, Bloina, Boot. 
, Srooki, Bcoomall. Bunilr. Ouailir. Clirke, Cobb, 
im. XteujMa. DmiKin, DnnnoIlT, Eldridge, Eliot. 
I, farquhnr, Aiuit:,aiirflFld, fftoaftreintr, (Aud- 

- '■- ■ iliircWw.AbnerC. Harding. 

nthal a. Hubbard, ChMer 


II, Itigm, llult 
t,' Jama a. Hi 


■mpkTft/, lDgeT*ol1, JohHsoHy Jo/u 
'err, Le BIm/I, Lwi. Lynuh, Ma 
KaOdlnugh, Ui^Keo, Mortor, lit 


im. EUulpi, PoniFroy, I'rici^. RadJ^ird. SantaelJ. 
Kllllam H. RiindBit,JobaH.lUi:°. Rifltr. Hagm, 
law, et.vt*t, BcoOald, SmMiii, BhelliUMrgv, SH- 


Tailor, ThsTe 
ton, TrOiMe, 






Italmea, Hoopei 


n, Mjem. 


], Frica. Bajmond, 


RcmdaU, WUIIan) 


. Rundall. I 


, Strmue, TT^tev, JUf tw, 


1, VMiiia; 'Wv^ltii 
1h Sgna«b. 

June 27, 186G— Tho bill, as reported to tha 
Senate from ila committee amended, was con- 
cidcrcd, the pending question being Mr. Mor- 
rill's motion to insert in the first section tho 
words in brackets, below ; 

That from and after the passage of this act, 
each and every male person, excepting paupers 
and persona under guardianship, of the aga of 
twenty -one years and upwards, who hasAOt 
bean convicted of any infamous crime, or ofi'eBce, 
and who is a citizen of the United States, and 
who shall have resided in the said district for 
the period of sii months previous to any elec- 
tion therein, [and ei:captine persons who may 
have voluntarily left the Diatfict of Columbia 
to give aid and comfort to the rebels in the late 
rebellion,] shall be entitled to the elective friui- 
chise, and shall be deemed an elector and enti- 
tled to vote at any election in said District, 
without any distinction on account of color or 

Mr. Morrill moved further to amend by in- 
serting, also, after " thereia." the worda "and 
who can read the Conatittttion of the United 
States in the English langu^e, and write hia 
name ■" which was dis^reed to — yeas 15, naya 
19, as follow; 
r i*»— Meaara. inthnnr. Otaglo, Bdmnnifc, FaatondBn, Fo»- 


Bamx?, Sprepie, Stanrt, 'Bumnn, Van Winkle, WIlMin, 

Mr. Willey ofTarad this substitute for the bill : 
In all elections to be held hereafter in th» 
District of Cclumbia, the followina described 
persons and tho."' onl^, ehall have tne tight to 
votfi, namely : first, al' those porsoaa who weiB 
acUiallj leeidents of said DisUiat gtnd quidi&al 
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'.9 VBM tb*Mia K 'At e] 


:-^ o: said D-i:ricl wh'j 

9iT>! >erv:;9 of the C=:;sJ ft»M* d-jring iht 
hM T4bi»:?3, asi hare besn or shall hereafter 
b» Lononlih- iliMbarz;! tj^refrsa ; thirl, malt 
citiMai of ihe Uo:E«'rSt»:M woo AM havi 
taiaed th- ngo of nrea'.j-oae ytari, {eicen 
faTiper*, wrf':!)! now cisip'Au meniiM, or 
vit:^ 01 an inia^n^uf oJii^m.) and nho, btiDe 
rai-fca-J of tb. iriri or di^rri;: in which th4 
.'ball o^er to rote, chall have resided in eaid 
DL>tri':t for iha psriol of one year nsit preced- 
ing uij election, and who shall have paid thi 




i can read, 
1 to date ol 




WMt Tirgiiiia BiU. 
Febmary 6, 1866^— The Hocae passed a joint 
resolution giving the consent of Congress to the 
transfer of Berkeley and JeSerson coaaties to 
West Virginia — yeas 112, nays 24; (tiie latter 
a!l Dsmocrata eicept Mr. Bak';r.) T&e Sesate 
passed i:, MaroH 6— yeas 32, naysS.— Mr. Jokn- 
lon, of Maryland, voted aye ; the other Demo* 
crals, voting, voted n^. 

Ezteading the HomMtaad Act 
Ib House. 
Pebrnary 7, 18Ci>— A hill providing that all 
the public lands io Alabama, .Mississippi, Loub- 
iana, Arkansas, and Florida, shall be disposed 
of according to the stipulations of the home- 
Btaad law 011862. no entry to be made for more 
tbaqgeighty acres, and no discrimination to be 
made on account of race or color, and lia min- 
eral lands to be reserved, was considered. 
Mr. Tabar moved to add this proviso: 
And provided, alio. That nothing in Ibis act 
■hall be eo construed as to preclude such persons 
M have been or shall he pardoned by the Presi- 
dent of the United States for their participation 
iiL the recent rebellion from the benefit of tbiB 




a disagreed to — yeas 37, nays 101, 


BiKUud, " ' 
MmOt .. 
JIMML Jruut 
JbnteK McCu . . 
Fbalpi, KiUir, Bngm, R 


'id.ie, Finek, Qtoa'i 
riirdiqg, H'ittan, Cheater D. " 
'- — " "r«ji*«y, Km 


I, SlioiitliiL Silijr''"--. 


niiu, Ibylin-.TbsTn, ThBrnUm, IVinMc, Fc 


lam Hint. Fuiia. 


>r crii.irdiBB,"iuct, I' 


!llr> DrilK', lScU>y, 


t, liivM, llixbr. Hill, Uuoprr. 
. lul>Liard.Jr.,Julinll.lliibbiinl,lannoll, 

B>. Julku, Kin'n, K«ll*]r, Koln, Katkcii'liUI, Laflln, 
9 V. I4wnpiicf% tFlnlim LawrBDCo, Lanaynr, Ljikch, 
in. Unnin, UuClnn. M<:IihIir. H»cnr. >lill«r.llgor- 
"■--'- •■•-"-, lijHTii, Newell. ff.Seill, Orth, 


e, VMfma.. 


/ 


II. I 


m. Sniiaii 


. 8toveii8,Tiowbrl4jo. Upa.n. 
; Van ll'jrii. WorO. »i>riiar, Bllilin B 
D B. WaubbnrD, W*UMr, tVutworlli, 


Fehrairy 8— The bill naiwd— yeas 112. i 
29: the latter all Deaoirats, except Ua 
Drigp and Latham. 

The bill as finally pa?=ed provided that i 
Jaaaarj 1, lio7, any person applying for ll 
benefit of the ace Ehail Fwear '' that he has ■ 
borne arm? agiia^t the United folates, i 
aid and comfort to its eaetniea." 


March 20 — The bill to amend an act entiA 
- M, 


ing judicial pro-M^Jingi in certain 
proved March 3. 1!?j3, saa paased- 
nays ul, as follow : 


». Allty. Allij™. Am™. 


W.OtA 

t. P^rqahar. Fni] 
~~t. lUj'H.nniiM 


GuteliLariiinQll, Al.nH- C. Hirdin:. Ili 
•on, dill, HolnuK lltnper. Anhel W. U 
Hubbard, D«iiuHnUMM.]r..JahD II. I 
nnbbcll, llDlb<iriI.lD^ni»ll.J«i':k!*.E* 

K?<cbain.KnikeBrtill,LafllB.Lub'im.fl.__.,. 

WillluB Liwmm. IiiMO,I.iii?b.Mimin. Martin. McObi 
McKn. McRoer, Mliln, Hoortn.]. XntwiU. Monii. HoS 
ton, U.ven. KtwHI, K<Ki\. (fS^ii, Orth, Paint, Pir^ 
Ph«]pi, Pike, PlanU, Price, inilbm IL BuiOall. B«tmJ 
JohD II. Rice, RoUEm. RouHna. Stirrer, ftcofleiil. Ebdb 
bugcr, Slou, aiiulli,£leTen9.£l[ll>vll.IbirBr, TrwbiMft 
Cpsmt. Van AemiDi. Burl Tan llom, Robart T. Van U(r> 
Ward, Warnw, Ellibn B. TTaihbDnw. ITilHam B. "--^^ 

Wentmrtb. Vhater, fVUIiiuiu, Ji 

I, W»'lbrid«e— lia. 


O^ntk, Daar 


I»,'ii If. BnHnU, Jajta M. 


Yeu— Uenn. Anthonr, Chandler. 


iin'].PoniBc07,Rainwf,Siirague.ai*iriin,SauiiH,'^ 
1, Van TVioklo,- Wade. WillBj, Williams, WIlHn,TatS' 

fin— Mann BacJiahiB. Gathric, Sn^ttkt, Ba 


Ro Denial of tbe Elective FruehiM nm Aetaot 
of Color, 

la House. 

>S, May 15— Fending the bill to amend Uu 

organic acts of the territories of Nebraska. Cot 

orado, Dahota, Mootaaa, Washington, IdaJia, 

Arisona, Utah, and New Maiico, of wluch this 

the ninth section : 

■' That within the territories aforesaid then 
thai) be no denial of tho elective franchii4 to 
.... .ns of the United States because of race m 
color, and all persons shall be equal befbro tha 
And all acts or parti of^acta, ei^et oE 
Con;^a3 or the legislative assembliei of the ter- 
■' es aforesaid, inconsistent with the pr>y' 
IS of this act, are hereby declared noil and 
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kS— Mesars. Ancona^ Belos R. Ashley, Bergen. Boyer^ 
ler, Dawson, Denison, Eldridgej Finck, Olossorenner, 
teai% Grider, Aaron Harding, Chester D. Unbbard, 
n N. Hubbell, Kerr, Kuykendall, Latham, Le Blond, 
iaK, Niblack, Nicholson, Phelps, WilliaHi H. Randall, 
r, Rogers, Ross, Rousseau, Slianklin, Sitgreaves, Strouse, 
•, Taylor, Trimble, Whaley, Wright—ZQ. 
rs — Messrs. Allison, Ames, Anderson, James M. Ash- 
taker, Baldwin, Banks, Baxter, Blaine, Blow, Bout- 
Brandegee, Broomall, Sidney Clarke, Cook, Cullom, 
ig, Davis, Dawes, Deming, Donnelly, Dnmont, Eggles- 
Parhsworth, Ferry, Garfield, Griswold, Hart, Hayes, 
r. Holmes, Hooper, Hotahkies, Asahel W. Hubbard, De- 
Snbbard, John H. Hubbard, Hulburd, Ingersoll, 


Jenckes, Julian, Eelley, Kelso, William Lawrence, Loan, 
Longyear, Lynch, Marston, McClurg, McRuer, Mercar, 
Miller, Moorhead; Morrill, Orth, Paine, Patterson, Perham, 
Pike, Plants, Price, Rollins, Sawyer, Spalding, Thayer, 
Francis Thomas, Van Aernam, Burt Van Horn, Ward, Ear- 
ner, Ellihu B. Washburne, William B. Washburn, Welker, 
Williams, James F. Wilson, Stephen F. Wilson, Win« 
dom — 76. 

The bill then passed — yeas 79, nays 43. 

In Senate. 
June 29 — The bill was considered but not 
voted on. 


POLITICAL AND MILITARY MISCELLANEOUS. 


Union National Platform, June, 1864. 

Molved, That it is the highest duty of every 
irican citizen to maintain against all their 
lies the integrity of the Union and the par- 
ant authority of the Constitution and laws 
le United States ; and that, laying aside all 
rences of political opinions, we pledge our- 
}3, as Union men, animated by a common 
iment and aiming at a common object, to do 
y thing in our power to aid .the Government 
idling by force of arms the Rebellion now 
ig against its authority, and in bringing to 
punishment due to their crimes the Rebels 
traitors arra^d against it. 
isolved, That we appro\4e the deter-mination 
le Government of the United States not to 
jromise with Rebels, or to offer them any 
s of peace, except such as may be based upon 
aconditional surrender of their hostility and 
urn to their just allegiance to the Constitu- 
and laws of the United States, and that we 
upon the Government to maintain this posi- 

and to prosecute the war with the utmost 
ible vi^or to the complete suppression of the 
sllion, in full reliance upon the self-sacrifi- 
patriotism, the heroic valor, and the undying 
►tion of the American people to the country 
its free institutions. 
esolved, That as Slavery was the cause, and 

constitutes the strength of this Rebellion, 
as it must be, always and everywhere, hos- 
to the principles of Republican Government, 
ice, ana the National safety demand its utter 
complete extirpation from the soil of the Re- 
lic ; and that, while we uphold and maintain 
icts and proclamations by which the Govern- 
t, in its own defence, has aimed a death-blow 
his gigantic evil, we are in favor, further- 
e, of such an amendment to the Constitution, 
e made by the people in conformity with its 
risions, as shall terminate and forever pro- 
t the existence of Slavery within the limits 
ii^urisdiction of the United States. 
',e8olved, That the thanks of the American 
jle are due to the soldiers and sailors of the 
iy and Navy, who have periled their lives in 


defence of their country and in vindication of 
the honor of its flag ; that the nation owes to 
them some permanent recognition of their patri- 
otism and their valor, and ample and permanent 
provision for those of their survivors who have 
received disabling and honorable wounds in the 
service of the country ; and that the memories 
of those who have fallen in its defence shall be 
held in grateful and everlasting remembrance. 

Resolved, That we approve and applaud the 
practical wisdom, the unselfish patriotism, and 
the unswerving fidelity to the Constitution and 
the principles of American Liberty, with which 
Abraham Lincoln has discharged, under circum- 
stances of unparalleled difficulty, the great duties 
and responsibilities of the Presidential officef; 
that we approve and endorse, as demanded by 
the emergency and essential to the preservation 
of the nation and as within the provisions of 
the Constitution, the measures and acts which 
he has adopted to defend the nation against its 
open and secret foes ; that we approve, especial- 
ly, the Proclamation of Emancipation, and the 
employment as Union soldiers of men heretofore 
held in glavery; and that we have full confi- 
dence in his determination to carry these and 
all other Constitutional measures essen^al to the 
salvation of the country into full and complete 
effect. 

Resolved, That we deem it essential to the 
general welfare that harmony should prevail in 
the National Councils, and we regard as worthy 
of public confidence and official trust those only 
who cordially endorse the principles proclaimed 
in these resolutions, and which should charac- 
terize the administration of the Government. 

Resolved, That the Government owes to all 
men employed in its armies, without regard to 
distinction of color, the full protection of the 
laws of war ; and that anjr violation of these 
laws, or of the usages of civilized nations in 
time of war, by the Rebels now in arms, should 
be made the subject of prompt and full redress. 
. Resolved, That foreign immigration, which in 
the past has added so much to tne wealth, devd-^ 
Opment of resources, and increase of power tQ> 
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this nation — ^the asylum of the oppressed of all 
nations — should be fostered and encouraged by a 
liberal and just policy. 

Besolved, That we are in favor of the speedy 
construction of the Railroad to the Pacific coast. 

Resolved, That the National faith, pledged for 
the redemption of the public debt, must be kept 
inviolate, and that for this purpose we recom- 
mend economy and rigid responsibility in the 
public expenditures, and ^a vigorous and just 
system of taxation ; and that it is the duty of 
evety loyal State to sustain the credit and pro- 
mote the use of the National currency. 

Resolved, That we approve the position taken 
by the Government that the people of the United 
•States can never regard with indifference the 
attempt of any European Power to overthrow 
by force or to supplant by fraud the institutions 
of any Republican Government on the Western 
Continent ; and that they will view with ex- 
treme jealousy, as menacing to the peace and 
independence of their own country, the efforts 
of any such power to obtain new footholds for 
Monarchical Governments, sustained by foreign 
military force, in near proximity to the United 
States. 


Democratic National Platform, August, 1864. 

Resolved, That in the future, as in the past, 
we will adhere with unswerving fidelity to the 
Union under the Constitution as the only solid 
foundation of our strength, security and happi- 
ness as a people, and as a framework of govern- 
ment equally conducive to the welfare and pros- 
perity of all the States, both northern and 
southern. 

Resolved, That this convention does explicitly 
declare, as the sense of the American people, 
that after four years of failure to restore the 
Union by the experiment of war, during which, 
under the pretence of a military necessity, or 
war power higher than the Contitution, the 
Constitution itself has been disregarded in every 
part, and public liberty and private right alike 
trodden down and the material prosperity of 
the country essentially impaired — justice, hu- 
manity, liberty and the public welfare demand 
that immediate efforts be made for a cessation of 
hostilities, with a view to an ultimate conven- 
tion of the States, or other peaceable means, ^to 
the end that at the earliest practicable moment 
peace may be restored on the basis of the Fed- 
eral Union of the States. 

Resolved, That the direct interference of the 
military authorities of the United States in the 
recent elections held in Kentucky, Maryland, 
Missouri, and Delaware, Vas a shameful viola-' 
tion of the Constitution ; and a repetition of 
such acts in the approaching election will be 
held as revolutionary, and resisted with all the 
means and power under our control. 

Resolved, That the aim and object of the Dem- 
ocratic party is to preserve the Federal Union 
and the rights of the States unimpaired; and 
they hereby declare that they consider that tJie 
Administrative usurpation oi extraordinary and 
dangerous powers not granted by the constitu- 
tion ; the subversion of the civil by military law 
in States not in insurrection ; the arbitrary mili- 
tary arrest, imprisonmont, trial and sentence of 


American citizens in States where civil law 
ists in full force ; the suppression of freedomj 
speech and of the press ; the denial of the 
of asylum ; the open and avowed disregai 
Statu rights ; the employment of unusual 
oaths, and the interference with and denial] 
the right of the people to bear arms in their > 
fence, is calculated to prevent a restoratioaj 
the Union and the perpetuation of agovei 
deriving its just powers from the consent of I 
governed. 

Resolved, That the shameful disregard of 
Administration to its duty in respect tb our: 
low-citizens who now are, and long have 
prisoners of war in a suffering condition, », 
serves the severest reprobation, on the scor 
alike of public policy and common humanity." 

Resolved, That the sympathy of the De 
cratic party is heartily and earnestly ext 
to the soldiery of our army and sailors of < 
navy, who are, and have been in the field 
on the sea, under the flag of their country ;i 
in t^e event of its attaining • power, they 
receive all the care, protection, and regard \ 
the brave soldiers and sailors of the E^i 
have so nobly earned. 

Call for a National Union Convention, 1M6. 

A National Union Convention, of at leastl 
delegates from each congressional district of 
the States, two from each Territory, two fromi 
District of Columbia, and four delegates at Is 
from each State, will be held at the city of Phi 
delphia, on the second Tuesday (14th) of Au^ 
next. t 

Such delegates will be chosen by the electoni 
the several States who sustain the Administrat' 
in maintaining unbroken the Union of the St 
under the Constitution which our fathers estab-l 
lished, and who agree in the following propoBJ 
tions, viz : 

The Union of the States is, in every case, 
dissoluble, and is perpetual ; and the Constil 
tion of the United States, and the laws passe'" 
Congress in pursuance thereof, supreme, and < 
stant, and universal in their obligation ; 

The rights, the dignity, and the equality oft 
States in the Union, including the right of i 
resentation in Congress, are solemnly euarant 
by that Constitution, to save which from o?» 
throw so much blood and treasure were expeodii 
in the late civil war ; 

There is no right anywhere to dissolve tin 
Union or to separate States from the Union, eiQM 
by voluntary withdrawal, by force of arnu, 01 
by Congressional action ; neither by the seceesira 
of the States, nor by the exclusion of their loyjdi' 
and qualified representatives, nor by theNatiodlll 
Government in any other form ; 

Slavery is abolished, and neither can, nor ou^| 
to be, re-established in any State or Territory 
within our jurisdiction ; 

Each State has the undoubted right to pre- 
scribe the qualifications of its own electors, and 
no external power rightfully can, or ought to, 
dictate, control, or influence the free and volun- 
tary action of the States in the exercis^^ that 
right; 

The maintenence inviolate of the rights of tiM 
States, and especially of the right of each Ststt 
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) order and control it 


ijudgm. 


e, and upon 
n degree, is 


ict only to cbe Constitution of the United States, 
I essential to that btilance of power on which 
he perfection end endarance of our political 
»bric depend, and the overthrow of that system 
17 the usurpation and ceatralizntion of power in 
inqresB moald bearevolntion, dangerous to re- 
Ittblican government and destruclivo of liberty ; 
Each House of Cougress is miide by the Coa- 
lUtation the sols judge of the elections, returns, 
Ukd qualiiications of its members ; but the exclu^ 
■ion of loyal Senators and Repreeentatives, prop- 
uly chosen and qualified under Che Constilntion 
ud laws, is unjust and revolutionary ; 

Every patriot ahoald frown upon all those 
■ctsaodproceedings everywhere, which can serve 
DO other purpose than to rekindle the 
n! war, and the effect of which upon 
looiat, and material interests at hoti 
our etandmg abroad, differing only 
injurious like war itself ^ 

The purpoae of the war having been to pre- 
KrvB the Union and the Constitution by putting 
down the rebellion, and the rebellion having ' 
Lun suppressed, all re^^stance to the authority 
of the General Government being at an ena. I 
ud the war bavin,; ceased, war measures should 
also cease, and sbould be followed by measures 
of peaceful administration, so that union, bar- | 
iDony, and concord may be encouraged, and in- 
dustry, commerce, and the arts of peace revived 
and promoted ; and the early restoration of all 
the Stales lo the exercise of their constitutional 
poweni ia the national Qovernment is indis- 
pensably necessary to the streneth and the da- 
tence 01 the Republic, and to the maintenance 
of the public credit; 

Ail such electors in -the thirty-sii States and 
nine Territories of tbe United States, and in the 
District of Columbia, who, in a spirit of patriot- 
fern and love for the Union, can rise above per- 
lonat and sectional considerations, and who 
desire to see a truly National Union Convention, 
which shall represent all the States and Terri- 
tories of the Union, assemble, as friends and 
btothera, under the national flag, to hold coun- 
ul together upon the state of the Union, and to 
ttke measures to avert possible danger from the 
Kune, are specially requested to take part in tbe 
idloice of such delegates. 

Bat no delegate will take a seat in such con- 
Tention who does not loyally accept the national 
ritoatioD and cordially endorse the principle!) 
above set forth, and who is not attached, in true 
lUegiance, to the Constitution, the Union, and 
thsQoverument of the United States. 
. ViBBiMQioa, June 25, 1866. 
/ A. W. Basdall, 

President. 

J. E. DOOLIIILB, 

O. H. Bbowhihq, 
Edgar Cowan, 
Charles Kn'ap, 
Samcfkl Fowler, 
Executive Committee National Union Club. 
We recommend tbe holdineof the above con- 
TSntion, and endorse tbe calfthcrefor. 
Dabiel S. Norton, Jaues Dixon, 
J. W. Hesmiis, T. a. HEaDBioKB, 


AddnM of XtMnoeratiB Coii{rieiiiiien,.UM. 

To the People of the United Stata: 

Dangers threaten. Tbe Constitntion — the 
citadel of our liberties — is directly assailed. Tbo 
future is dark, unless the people will come to the 

In this hour of peril Nationai Union ehould 
be the watchword of every trne man. 

As essential to National Union we must maiiL- 
tiin unimpaired the rights, the dignity, and the 
equality of the States, including the right of 
representation in Congress, and the exclusive 
r;ght of each State to contfol its own domestic 
concerns, subject only to the Constitution of the 
Lfnited States. 

After a uniform construction of the Constitn- 
tion for more than half a century, the assnmp- 
l;on of new and arbitrary powers in the Federal 
Government is subversive of our system aad de- 
3;ructive of liberty. 

A free interchange of opinion and kind feeling 
Ijetween the citizens of all the States is necessary 
LO the perpetuity of tbe Union, At present 
eleven States are excluded from the national 
council. For seven long months tbe present 
('ongress has persislently denied any right of 
representation to tbe people of these States, 
laWB, affecting their highest and dearest inter- 
£Sts, have been passed without their consent, 
and in disregard of the fundamental principle of 
free government. This denial of representation 
lias been mads to all the members from a State, 
ilthoagh the State, in the language of the Preai- 
ilent, ■' presents itself, not only in an attitude of 
loyalty and harmony, but in the persons of rep- 
lesentatives whose loyalty cannot be questioned 
.nder any esisting constitutional or legal test," 
The representatives of nearly one-tbird of the 
States have not been consulted with reference to 
ihe g. 


There has been no intercourse between the repre- 
eentativea of the two sections, producing mutual 
confidence and respect. In tbe language of the 
ilistinguished lieutenant general, 
" '' 1 to be regretted that, at this time, there 
be a greater commingling between the 
of the two sections, and particularly 
of those intrusted with the law-making power. ' 
This state of things should be removed at 
ice and forever. 

Therefore, to preserve the Hationa! Union, to 
vindicate the sufficiency of our admirable Cou- 
jtitution, to guard tbe States from covert at- 
ts to deprive them of their trne position in 
InioQ, and to bring together those who are 
.turally severed, and for tbese great national 
purposes only, we cordially approve the call for 
a National Union Convention, to be held at the 
city of Philadelphia, on the second Tuesday 
(!4tb) qf August next, and endorse the princi- 
ples therein set forth. 

We, therefore, respectfully, but earaastly, 
urge upon our fellow-citisens in each State and 
Territory and congressional district in the Uni- 
ted States, in the interest of Union and in a 
spirit of harmony, and with direct reference to 
tne principles contained in said call, to act 
promptly in tbe selection of wise, moderate, and 
GonsaiTaCive men (o represent them in Mid Ooa- 
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vention, to the end that all the States shall at 
once be restored to their practical relations to 
the Union, the Constitution be maintained, and 
peace bless the whole country. 

W. E. Niblack, Reverdy Johnson, 

Anthony Thornton, Thos. A. Hendricks, 

Michael C. Kerr, Wm. Wright, 

G. S. Shanklin, James Guthrie, 

Garrett Davis, J. A. McDougall, 

H. Grider, Wm. Radford. 

Thomas E. Noell, S- S.. Marshall, 

Samuel J. Randall, Myer Strouse, 

Lewis W. Ross, Chas. Sitgreaves, 

Stephen Taber, S. E. Ancona, 

J. M. Humphrey, E. N. Hubbell, 

John Hogan, B. C. Ritter, 

B. M. Boyer, A. Harding. 

Tennis G. Bergen, A. J. Glossbrenner, 

Chas. Goodyear, • E. R. V. Wright, 

Chas. H. Winfield, A. J. Rogers, 

A. H. Coffrftth, H. McCullough, 

Lovell H. Rousseau, F. C. Le Blond, 

Philip Johnson, W. E. Finck, 

Chas. A. Eldridge. L. S. Trimble, 

John L. Dawson. 

Washington, July 4, 1866. 


The Elections of 1866. 

New Hampshire — Smyth, Union, 35,018 ; Sin- 
clair, Democrat, 30,176. 

Connecticut — Hawley, Union, 43,974 ; Eng- 
lish, Democrat, 43,433. 

Rhode Island — Burnside, Union, . 8,197 ; 
Pierce, Democrat, 2,816. 
- Oregon — Wood, Union, 327 majority. 

At the special election in Connecticut, in the 
fall of 1865, on suffrage, the vote stood : 

For colored suffrage, 27,217; against, 33,489. 
majority against, 6,272. 

in West Virginia, a vote was taken in May, 
on ratifying this 'constitutional amendment: 

" No person who, since the let day of June, 
1861, has given or shall give voluntary aid or 
assistance to the rebellion against the United 
States, shall be a citizen of this State, or be al- 
lowed to vote at any election held therein, un- 
less he has volunteered into the military or naval 
service of. the United States, and has been or 
shall be honorably discharged therefrom." 

The majority in its favor is- 6,922, 

In the Territory of Nebraska, a vote was 
taken, with this result : For the proposed State 
constitution, 3,938 ; against it, 3,838. Congress — 
Marquette, Union, 4-,110 ; Brooke, Democrat, 3,- 
974. Oovemor — Butler, Union, 4,093 ; Morton, 
Democrat, 3,948. 

Correspondence between General Grant and Gen- 
eral Lee. 

April 7,*1865. 
Gen. R. E. Lee, Commanding C. 8. A. : 

General : The result of the last week must 
convince you of the hop;elessness of further re- 
sistance on the part of the Army of Northern 
Virginia in this struggle. I feel that it is so, 
and regard it as my duty to shift from myself the 
resj^onsibility of any further effusion of blood, by 
asking of you the surrender of that portion of 


the Confederate States army known as tb 
of Northern Virginia. 

Very respectfully, your obedient serv 

U. S. Grant, Lieut. 
Commanding Armies of the Unite 

April 7, 
General: I have received vour not 
date. Though not entirely of the opin 
express of the hopelessness of the furth< 
ance on the part of the Armv of North 
ginia, I reciprocate your desire to avoid 
effusion of blood, and therefore before con 
your proposition I ask the terms you \ 
on condition of its surrender. 

R. E. Lee, Oe 
To Lieut. Gen. Grant, Commanding A 
the United States. 

April 8, 

General R. E. Lee, Commanding C. S. - 
General: Your note of last evening, 
to mine of same date, asking conditions c 
I will accept the surrender of the Army o 
ern Virginia, is just received. 

In reply I would say that peace being 
desire, there is but one condition I insi 
viz: That the men surrendered shall be 
ified for taking up arms again against the 
ment of the United States, until prop 
changed. I will meet you, or designate 
to meet any officers you may name, for 
purpose, at any point agreeable to you, 
purpose of arranging definitely the ter 
which the surrender of the Army of i 
Virginia will be received. 

Very respectfully, your obedient serv 

Ij. S. Grant, Lieut. 
Commanding Armies of the Unite 

April 8, 
General: I received, atalatehour, y 
of to-day, in answer to mine of yestei 
did not intend to propose the surrend 
Army of Northern Virginia, but to ask t 
of your proposition. To be frank, I do n 
the emergency has arisen to call for the 
der of this army ; but as the restoration 
should be the sole object of all, I desire 
whether your proposal would tend to t 
I cannot, therefore, meet you with a 
surrender the Army of Northern Vireir 
as far as your proposition may affect the 
erate States forces under my command, i 
to the restoration of peace, I should be 
to meet you at 10 A. M. to-morrow, on 
stage road to Richmond, between the pic! 
of the two armies. 
Very respectfully, your obedient serv 
R. E. Lee, General, C. 
To Lieut. Gen. U. "S. Grant, Comi 
Armies U, 8. A. 

Ap 
General R. E. Lee, Commanding C 8. j. 
General: Your note of yesterday is r 
As I have no authority to treat on the si 
peace, the meeting proposed for 10 A. M 
could lead to no good. I will state, h 
General, that I am equally anxious fc 
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urself, and the whole North entertam the 
jling. 

erms upon which peace can be had are 
derstood. By the South laying down 
ms they will hasten that most desirable 
ave thousands of human lives, and hun- 
■ millions of property not yet destroyed. 
y hoping that all our difficulties may be 
without the loss of another life, I sub- 
lyself, very respectfully, your obedient 

U. S. Grant, Lieut. Gen. U. S. A. 

Apeil 9, 1865. 

RAL : I received your note of this morn- 
the picket line, whither I had come to 
Du and ascertain definitely what terms 
ibraced in your proposition of yesterday 
ference to tne surrender of this army. I 
uest an interview in accordance with the 
itained in your letter of yesterday for 
rpose. 
respectfully, your obedient servant, 

R. E. Lee, General. 
ieut. Gen. Grant, Com'g U. S. Armies, 

April 9. 

R. E. Lee, Commanding 0. S. A.: 

note of this date is but this moment 
^.. M.) received, in consequence of my 
passed from the Lynchburg road to the 
lie and Lynchburg road. I am at this 
about four miles west of Walter's Church, 
!1 push forward to the front for the pur- 
meeting you. 

e sent to me on this road where you 

e interview to take place, will meet me. 

respectfully, your obedient servant, , 

U. S. Grant, lAeut. Gen., 

Commanding Armies of United States. 

Appomattox C. H., April 9, 1865. 
I R. E. Lee, Commanding C. S. A.: 

icordance with the substance of my letter 

of the 8th instant, I propose to receive 
render of the Army of Northern Virginia 
following terms, to wit: 
; of all the officers and men to be made in 
te, one copy to be given to an officer 
,ted by me, the other to be retained by 
ficer or officers as you may designate, 
officers to give their individual paroles 
;ake arms against the Government of the 

States until properly exchanged, and 
mpany or regimental commander sign a 
'ole for the men of their commands. The 
rtillery, and public property to be parked 
,cked, and turned over to tne officers ap- 
l by me to receive them. This will not 
e the side-arms of officers, nor their pri- 
)rses or baggage. 

done, each officer and man will be al- 
to return to their homes, not to be dis- 

by United States authority so long as 
3serve their parole and the faws in force 
they may reside. 
r respectfully, 

U. S. Geaut, Lieut Gen. 


Headci'rs Army op Northern Virginia, 

ApHl 9, 1865. 

Lieut. Gen. U. S. Grant, Com'g U. S. Armies : 
General : I have received your letter of this 
date containing the terms of surrender of the 
Army of Northern Virginia, as proposed by 
you. As they are substantially the same as 
those expressed in your letter of the 8th instant, 
they are accepted. I will proceed to designate 
the proper officer to carry the stipulations into 
effect. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

R. E. Lee, General, 
The other* Rebel armies subsequently surren- 
dered on substantially the same terms. 

Agreement between Gener&ls Sherman and 

Johnston. 

Memorandum, or Basis of Agreement, made this 
18th day of April, A. D. 1865, near Durham's . 
Station, in the State of North Carolina, by 
and between General Joseph E.' Johnston, 
commanding Confederate army, and Major 
General William T. Sherman, commanding 
Army of the. United States, both being present : 

1. The contending armies now in th^ field to 
maintain the stattLs quo, until notice is ^iven by 
the commanding general of any one to its oppo- 
nent, and reasonable time, say forty-eight hours, 
allowed. 

2. The Confederate armies now in existence to 
be disbanded and conducted to their several 
State capitals, therein to deposit their arms and 
public property in the State arsenal, and each 
officer and man to execute and file an agreement 
to cease from acts of war, and to abide tne action 
of both State and Federal authorities. The 
number of arms and munitions of war to be 
reported to the Chief of Ordnance at Washing- 
ton city, subject to the future action of tie Con- 
gress of the United States, and in the meantime 
to be used solely to maintain peace and order 
within the borders of the States respectively. 

3. The recognition by the Executive of the 
United States of the several State gftvernments, 
on theii^ officers and legislatures taking the oath 
prescribed by the Constitution of the United 
States ; and where conflicting State governments 
have resulted from the war, the legitimacy of all 
shall be submitted to the Supreme Court of the 
United States. 

4. The re-establishment of the Federal Courts 
in the several States, with powers as defined by 
the Constitution and laws of Congress. 

5. The people and inhabitants of all these 
States to be guaranteed, so far as the Executive 
can, their political rights and franchise, as well 
as their rights of person and property, as defined 
by the Constitution of the United States, and of 
tne States respectively. 

6. The Executive authority of the Govern- 
ment of the United States not to disturb any of 
the people by reason of the late war, so long as 
they live in peace and quiet, and abstain from 
acts of armed hostility, and obey the laws in 
existence at the place of their residence. 

7. In general terms, the war to cease, a gen- 
eral amnesty, so far as the Executive of the 
United States can command, on the condition of 
the disbandment of the Confederate armies, dis- 
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tribution of arms, and the resumption of peace- It is reported that this proceeding of G( 

able pursuits by the officers and men hitherto Sherman was disapproved for the folio 

composing such armies. Not being fully em- among other, reasons : 

powered by our respective principals to fulfil 1. It was an exercise of authority not ' 

these terms, we individually and officially pledge in General Sherman, and on its face show 

ourselves to promptly obtain an answer thereto, both he and Johnston knew that General 

and to carry out the above programme. man had no authority to enter into any 

W. T. Sherman, arrangement. 

Maj. Oen., Commanding Army U. S. in IT. 0, 2. It was a practical acknowledgment 

J. E. JoHNSTOS', rebel government. 

General,. Commanding C. S. A. in N. 0. 3. It undertook to re-establish the rebel 

— governments that had been overthrown i 

The following official dispatch to the Asso- sacrifice of many thousand loyal lives ac 

ciated Press gives the particulars of its disap- mense treasure, and placed the arms and 

proval, and the supposed reasons therefor : tions of war in the hands of the rebels a 

Washington, April 22.— Yesterday evening a respective capitals, which might be used a 

bearer of despatches arrived from General Sh?r- f *?®, ^^°\'®^ °i 1^® ^^^*^®^ ^^^^^^ Y? 

man. An agreement for a suspension of hos- f ^^7^; ^J^^ ^^®^ ^ conquer and subdi 

tilities, and a memorandum of what is called a loyal fc>tates. r , i .i 

basis for peace, had been entered into on the ,^^: ^^ the restoration of rebel author 

18th inst.. by General Sherman with the rebel J^^^^ "^^Tr ^1"^^ ^^^^^^ *^^^ ^"""^^ ^^ ®' 

General Johnston, the rebel General Breckin- to re-establish slavery, 

ridge being present at the conference. , ^:J^ ^^f"^ ^^^i^*^ * g^^^J^^J ^^ respons: 

ACabinefmeetingwasheldatSo'clockinthe ^5^?^ Fedev^\ Government to pay the 

evening, at which the action of General Sher- debt and certainly subjects the loyal c^^ 

man was disapproved by the President, the Sec- ^^^f ^^**®^ ^° ^®^^ contracted by rebels i 

retary of War, by General Grant, and by every ?; Vx u i. • j- i. j.i. 

member of the Cabinet. 6 It would put m dispute the existei 

General Sherman was ordered to resume hos- ^^P] ?,^?'*® governments, and the new Si 

tilities immediately, and he was directed that ^^^^ Virginia, which had been jecogniz 

the instructions given by the late President, in ®^®7 department of the United States G( 

the following telegram, which was penned by ^^i^ Kj. x- n v i- i. j iT_ n 

Mr. Lincoln Simself, at the Capitol, on the night , ^' ^^ Practically abolished the confis 

of the 3d of March, were approved by President laws, and relieved the rebels of every d 

Andrew Johnson, and were reiterated to govern ^^^ ^^^ slaughtered our people, from all 

the action of military commanders. ^°f penalties for their crimes 

On the night of the 3d of March, while Presi- ^ ^- 1^?^'^® H^""^ ^^^\ ^^4 bee^ delibei 

dent Lincoln and his Cabinet were at the Capi- ^.P^atedly, and solemnly rejected by Pre 

tol. a telegram from General Grant was brought J^i^ooln, and better terms than the rebel 

to the- Secretary of War. informing him that ever asked in their most prosperous con( 

General Lee had requested an interview or con- ^' \ formed no basis of true and 1 

ference to make an arrangement for terms of peace, but relieved the rebels from the pr 

peace. The letter of General Lee was published ^^ °^^ 7^^^^^^®!? and left them in condit 

m a message of Davis to the rebel Congress. Jf f ^ ^*^®'^ ®^^^^ *^ overthrow .the 1 

General Grant's telegram was submitted to Mr. ^^^*®^ Government and subdue the loyal 

Lincoln, who, aft^r ponflering a few minutes, whenever their strength was recruited an 

took up his pen and wrote with his own hand opportunity should o ffer. 

the following reply, which he submitted to the « -in *» /* j 

Secretary of State and Secretary of War. It was .^ , ^ ?®^®It J^ * 

then dated, addressed, and signed by the Secre- [General Orders, No. 3.] 

tary of War, and telegraphed to General Grant : Wae Department, 

Washington, March 3, 1866, 12 P. U.—Lieu- Adjutant General's Office, 

tenant General Grant: The President directs me Washinqton, January 12, 1 

to say to you that he wishes you to have no to protect persons against improper 

conference with General Lee, unless it be for the suits and penalties in late rebe 

capitulation of General Lee's army, or on some states. 

minor and purely military matter. He instructs Military division and department comm£ 

me to say that you are not to decide, discuss, or whose commands embrace or are compo 

confer upon any political question. Such ques- any of the late rebellious States, and whc 

tions the President holds m his own hands, and not already done so, will afc once issue ai 

will submit them to no military conferences or force orders protecting from prosecuti( 

conventions. Meantime, you are to press to the suits in the State, or municipal courts o 

utmost your military advantages. state, all officers and soldiers of the arn 

Edwin M. Stanton, the United States, and all persgns there 

Secretary of War. tached. or in anywise thereto belonging, s 

After the Cabinet meeting last night, General to military authority, charged with offen( 

Grant started for North Carolina to direct opera- acts done in their military capacity, o 

tions against Johnston's army. suant to orders from proper military auth 

Edwin M. Stanton, ,. and to protect from suit or prosecution al] 

Secretary of Wari citizens, or pei^ons charged with offences 
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■against the rebel forces, directly or indirectly, 
during the existence of the rebellion ; and all 
persons, their agents and employes, charged with 
the occupancy of abandoned lands oj* plantations, 
or the possession or custody of any kind of 
property whatever, who occupied, used, pos- 
sessed, or controlled the same pursuant to the 
order of the . President, or any of the civil or 
military departments of the Government, and to 
protect them from" any penalties or damages 
that may have been or may be pronounced or 
adjudged in said courts in any of such cases; 
and also profecting colored persons from prose- 
cutions in any of said States charged with of- 
fences for which white persons are not prosecuted 
or punished in the same manner and degree. 
By command of Lieutenant General Grant : 

E. D. TowjsiJEXD, ' 
Assistant Adjutant General. 

suppression of disloyal >'ewspapees. 

Headquarters Armies of United States, 
Washington, Feb. 17, ISOG. 

You will please send to these headquarters as 
soon as practicable, and from time to time there- 
after, such copies of newspapers published in 
your department as contain sentiments of dis- 
loyalty and hostility to the Government in any 
of its branches, and state whether such p^iper is 
habitual in its utterance of such sentiments. 
The persistent publication of articles calculated 
to keep up a hostility of feeling between the 
people of different sections of the country can- 
not oe tolerated. This information is called for 
witl^ a view to their suppression, which will be 
done from these headquarters only. 

By order of Lieutenant General Grant : 

T. S. Bowers, 
'Assistant Adjutant General. 

Democratic Convention of Penn., March 5, 1866. 

The Democracy of Pennsylvania, iu Convention met, rec- 
ognizing a crisis in tlio aiTiiini of tlie Itepublic, and esteem- 
ing the immediate rcst«-ation of the Union paramount to 
all other issues, do resolve : 

1. That the States, whereof the injoplo wore lately in 
rebellion, are integral parts of tlie Union and are entitled 
to representation in Congress by men duly elected who bear 
tme faith to the Constitution and laws, and iu order to 
▼indicate? tlic maxim that taxation without representation 
is tyranny, ^uch representatives should be forthwith ad- 
mitted. 

2. That the faith of the Republic is pledged to the pay- 
ment of the national debt, and Congress should pass all 
laws necessary for that purpose. 

3. Tliat we owe obedience to the Constitution of the 
United Suites, (including the amendment prohibiting sla- 
very), and under its provisions will accord to those emanci- 
pated all their rights of person and property. 

4. That eacti Stiite has the exclusive right to regulate 
the qualificationH of its own electors. 

5. That the wltite race alone is entitled to the control of 
the Oovurnmcnt of the Republic, and wo ore unwilling to 
grant the nogioes the right to vote. 

6. That the bold enunciation of the principles of the 
<?oustiuitiou and the policy of restoration contained iu the 
recent annual mcssuge and Freedmen's Bureau veto mes- 
sage of President Johnson entitle him to the confidence and 
support of all who respect the Constitution and love their 
country. 

7. That the nation owes to the brave men of our armies 
and navy a debt of lasting gratitude for their heroic services 
in defence of the Constitution and the Union; and that 
while we cherish with a tender affection the memories of 
the fallen, we pledge to their widows and orphans the na- 
ti(m*s care and protection. 

8. That we urge upon Congress tlie duty of equalizing 
the bounties of our soldiers and sailors. 

The following was also adop^ : 


Rexoloedy That the thanks of the Democracy of Pennsyl- 
vania be tenderiad to the Hon. Charles R. Bnckalew and 
lion. Edgar Cowan, for their patriotic support of the Presi- 
dent's restoration policy: and that such thanks are due to 
all the democratic members of Congress for their advocacy 
of the restoration policy of President Johnson. 

Union Convention of Pennsylvania March 7. 

2. That the most imperative duty of th^>re8ent is to 
gather the legitimate fruits of the war, in order that our 
Constitution may come out of the rebellion purified, our 
institutions strengthened, and our national life prolonged. 

u. That failure in these grave duties would be scarcely 
less criminal than would have been an acquiescence in 
secession and iu the treasonable machinations of the con- 
spirators, and would bo an insult to every soldier who took 
up arms to save the country. 

4. That filled with admiration at the patriotic devotion 
and fearless courage with which Andrew Jil^lBon resisted 
and denounced the efforts of the rebels to overthrow tho 
National Government, Pennsylvania rejoiced to express her 
entire confidence in his character and principles, and appre- 
ciation of his noble conduct, by bestowing her suffrage upon 
him for the lecond position in honor and dignity in the 
country. His bold and outspoken denunciation of the crime 
of treobon, his firm demands for tho punishment of the 
guilty offenders, and his exprc8|ions of thorough sympathy 
with the friends of the Union, secured for him the warmest 
attachment of her people, who, remembering his great ser- 
vices and siicrifices, while traitors and their sympathizers 
alike denounced his pafriotic action, appeal to him to stand 
firmly by the side, and to repose upon the s^^port, of the- 
loyal masses, whose votes formed tho foundation of his pro- 
motion, and who pledge to him their unswerving support in 
all measures by wliich treason shall be stigmatized, loyalty 
recognized, and tho freedom, stability, and unity of the Na- 
tional Union restored. 

^. That the work of restoring the late Insurrectionary 
States to their proper relations to the Union necessarily 
devolves upon the law-making power, and that until such 
action shall be taken no Slate lately iu insurrection is enti- 
tled to representation in either branch of Congress ; that 
as pr<>Iiminary to%uch action, it is the right of Congress to 
investigate for itself the condition of the legislation of those 
States, to inquire respecting their loyalty, and to proscribe 
the terms of restoration, and that to deny this necessary 
constitutional power is to deny and imperil one of tho 
dearest rights belonging to our representative form of gov- 
ernment, and that we cordially approve of the action of the 
Union representatives in Congress from Pennsylvania oit 
this subject. 

6. Tliat no man who has voluntarily engaged in the lata 
rebellion, or has held oflice under the rebel organization, 
should be allowed to sit in the Congress of the Union, aud 
that the law known as the test oath should not be repealed, 
but should be enforced ligaiust all claimants for seats iu 
Congress. 

7. That the national faith is sacnKll}' pledged to the pay- 
ment of the national debt incurred iu tho war to save the 
country p.n«I to siipprens rebellion, and that tho people will 
nut suffer this faith to ha vinlatud or impaired ; but ail debts 
incurred to supi)ort the rebellion wore unlawful, void, and 
of no obligation, and slmll never be assumed by the United 
States, nor shall any State be permitted to pay any evi- 
dences of so vile aud wicked engagements. 

15. That in this crisis of public aff.nrs, full 9f grateful 
recollections of his marvellous and memorable services on 
the field of battle, we turn to the example of unfaltering 
and uncompromising loyalty of Lieutenaut General Grant 
with a confidence not less significantand unshaken, because 
at no period of our great struggle has his proud name been 
associated with a doubtful patriotism, or used for sinister 
purposes by the enemies of our common country. 

17. That the Hon. Edgar Cowan, Senator from Pennsyl- 
vania, by his course in the Situate of the United States, has 
disappointed the hopes and forfeited tho confidenpe of those 
to whom he owes his place, and that he is hereby most 
earnestly requested to resign. 

The following resolution was offered as a substitute for 
the fourth resolution, but after some discussioit was with- 
drawn: 

That, relying on the well-tried loyalty and devotion of 
Andrew Johnson to the cause of the Union in the dark 
days of treason aud rebellion, and remembering his patriotic 
conduct, services, aud sufferings, wldch in times past en- 
deared his name to the Union party; and now reposing 
full confiilence iu his ability, integrity, and patriotism, we 
express the hope aud confidence that the policy of his Ad- 
ministration will be so shaped and conducted as to save the 
nation firom the ^irils which still surround it. 

The fourth resolution was then adopted— yea^ 109, 
nays 21. 
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3. That It la the opinion of this conlention, tliat If di> 
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ar(/uHy 


oliRo" all that are dLequaliflAd. 
1' l^at WQ cordially endorae (he l-ecDDBt 


itmclloo policy ot 

ill office* of ^iiBl w tnut nnder the Natjnnal eoiarrwnant, 
■sdplacMlliebuJaofrepieieiitntloDan the only juatand 
hoDeal principle, and thai a white man in Tirglniuor Buath 
Daiollna shDiild haie Jual aa miicU repreaeiilatlTe power, 
ud no more, than a white nan iu PenneyUania or Ohh). 

I. That the qneation of n«gra anffrege la nnt as Iwue In 
the aiute of Maryland, hut la raiird by the cnoniiea ot tlie 
Union n:^rty for the purpoae of dividing and dlDtracdng it, 
ud by this mcana to nlllmatelj enable rebela H) role. 

ut conalUuiion of Maryland, which eipreaaly and em- 
phatically prohlhlla both rebel eaffrage and n^ro HDlfrage, 
ud we an cqnally detfinnined to npbold the regiatry law, 
which dlflfraDcUlaearehclaiuidexclnd^nt^Toefl from voting. 


Ihy ahoulJ eochew petty riIal^ie^ trivoloua jaalouBiM. 

Ing unu by one, an unpllled wcrince, Id a contemptible 
ilmggle." 

which a Ulvlalon was called, and the raauH ahowed 61 yeai 
to M naya. 
The molntlona were then read aa a whoH and adopted 
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ilare that " the rlghla ot the 
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Ihe clllien moat be left to the States alone, and and 
wgnlatlouai the r«p«Uv* Ststea ohaoae loinnfa 
preacrlbe." 

We have seen this doclrino nf Btnto aoTDrfignty 
out in It. prMtical rculln until all -olhorilj In O 

aDdlho Fand detolated byclvll war. 

that Cungreaa, nii^fir Ita conHtltotioDal powerm, ahall saw 
exvrrlse iu authority to oatabllsh the prindpU wkentj 

Vie maintain that no Sute, eillior l>y ilB oi^anlc law a 
letdatatlon can make tDma^rrea^lon on the ri^ti tt tiH 
clll£ea leglUmate, We demand and aak yoq to concur la 
dcDkandlng protection to every clllzi'nof the great RepnUk 
on the baala of equality before the lowland farther, that 
no State governmenl should be recognized na legltlniale 
under the ConalllDtloD iDao&riui II doesnoihyltaorgaik 

Under Ilia doctrine of" Stale aoieiijlgaty." with rabeli in 

Union, there wilt be no aHRjty for thu loyal olemontof ll» 
South. Our niliance for prolectlOD 1( now on Congreu,iiid 
the gr<4il Union party that haiLatood and la atandlng by ou 
natlonallly, by tho conalltullonal rights of Ihe cltl»II,aild 
by the beiioBcent princlplea of tho.goi'ernnia<it. 

Suuthliiloco3unct°»e wtlonwllirtho'lruo Weodeofre 

di'l'twtea In coodly numlHn fconi all the SoulherD Slal*^ 
including Miaaouri, Kenlncky, Weat Virginia. Uarylanl, 
■Dd Delaware.tomeet at Independence Uatl.lo the city ot 

li proponed that we should meet at that time to reWHnmni 

eautbuaaccordawlthanaproUctatlier^htgofslUltiuiii. 

gatlone of mcSae represent tbo true loynlty of Ot Boatk, 
That kind of Rov<-mmen( which Bitea foil protection to all 
righla ofTlie ollizoii, anch aa our fitthere intended, wa clihi 
ai onr birthright. Either Hie luierx of conitltutlonal HI* 
eciy mnat rule the nallsn or rebela nnd tbeir aympathlm 
be permitted to mlarule It. Blialt loyalty or dialoyalty hut 

aponaea to tlila call which Id now In circulation forslgnalaia. 
and la being ninneroualy aij^ned, anawur. Notice ia glHD 
that contlembna^adiatiirir^^can have their namoHattachel 

ham, Eiq., of Washingb|n, 1). C. 

Ttnuaitt. .W, B. Storm, 

Job. 8. Fowioi, 

IfeMl A. J. n*lilLTOII, 

Geo. W. PisoHu, 

' LORIXZO BniRWDOI, 

Oiorgia O. W. Abbdurx, 

JRliDiirf J. W. McCLnm, 

■ nrainia Jons b! TRorfl, 

J. M. Snw.aT. 

Alun'c, lliEHo'a, 

J, W-HONSioon.' 

BcnVain Wibbwill, 

JVMA Oirolfna Byson l.tPUK, 

Daniel R. Goom^l 
Alahana .QeoBOERBBae, 

WumnaiDK, July i, 18M. 
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Boiemcrd of the Puhlic Debt of ike United States on the 1st of June, 1866. 


Debt bearing Cola 


Hotnced Debt not piesetitBd for psymiHii 

DebtbmrinBnolDKTMU— U.a.llotM... _ 

Fraetlonal Oarraun -......„ 

Oold CoUfiutca of Dapmlt. 


. tl02,12S,31S 00 

. 27.3^,9e5 N 

£2^608.320 00 


or Debt, less Csab in 'freasaD'--.. 


• Jnl}- 12^In SIKtT^ pKetpnneil till DecembFr bext— ;ens 23, na;e 17, HS fcillnir ; 

Yus— Ueiare. DrouD. Uacis, Dwiliille, ]-\iBIer, OrlnieB, VuUn-ie, ]lH^^i^ iren<lcrF.(m. EendriiAt, Johnttm, Etrkwoo^ 
[ads, MorituD. Namilh, NorloD, Fometuy, Riilale,Said3lmTi,SattimT, Trauiliull, Wllley. IVilliams, Wilson— 23. 

KAT!-~aieaBie. AnthoiiT. CbnrullDr.Clnrk. Cotinene, CDvTBD,CtBgln, EilniDDdi, Eeeseuden, lloiiu<l. Homo, Polaad, Bam- 
mj, Sbarniui, Spngne, Btcwul, Van Winkle, Wade— IT. 
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Bconstrnction facts, 12, 21-84; claimants in Con- 

07, 108; resolutions of legislature, 22; laws on 

3n, 33, 34. 

' OP CoxsTiTUTiow, President Johnson's message, 

rretary Seward's report upon, 83, 84 ; votes adopt- 

5; preliminary Totcs and propositions, 103^06. 

resident Johnson's proclamation of, 9; Mr. Sew- 

roular, 10. 

DENJiAM E., resolution on Fenians, 113. 

RY Amexdment, announcement of ratification of, 

)n of insurrectionary States. 19-24; President 

n's telegrams respecting, 22, 23. ^5. 

fTS TO OFFICE, President Johnson's order respect- 

Ehresident Johnson's telegram to Gov. Murphy, 

mants in Congress, 107, 108. 

)avi3. Clay, &c., order for, 7; release of Clay, 

resolution on trial of Davis, 113. 
F Abraham Lincoln, President Johnson's orders 
I and punishment of, 7. 

31IN A., reports on immunities of citizens, 105; 
ling Tennessee, 105; amendment to resolution 
ident's policy, 111. 
iroclamation concerning, 7, 9, 13. 
Jeorge S., resolution respecting trial of Jeflfer- 
ris, 113. 

ies, Representative in thirty^nlnth Congress, 108 ; 
id, note, 108. 

William G., President Johnson's telegram to, 

Resident Johnson, 107. 
TouN A., parole of, 14. 

I. S., tulegram forbidding meeting of rebel legis- 
,19. 

LES, on Representation, population, &c., 125. 
• OF UxiTED States, proposed Constitutional 
nent respecting, 102; legislation upon, 78; Pres- 
obnson's views, 74. 

rs, proposed amendment to secure, 102-106. 
rs Bill, President Johnson's veto of, and votes 
jing and re-passing, 74-80. 
.RLEs, parole of, 14 ; attempt to call rebel logisla- 
d General Canby's order forbidding, 19. 
ENT C, reward for arrest, 8; parole of, note^ 8. 
SDMEN'S, orders, and legislation, 12, 13, 29-44. 
fill for admission of, veto and votes, 81-83. 
DPLE, of District of Columbia, President Johnson's 
I to, 63; conventions and action of, in insurrec- 
States, 18, 20, 21-24. 

LDiERS, President Johnson's addresses to, 49-52. 
FFRAQE, President Johnson's telegram to Prov. 
larkey on, 19, 20 ; President Lincoln's letter to 
or Ilahn on, wo^g, 20; President Johnson's allu- 
1,24, 49, 52-55; proposed in District of Columbia, 
\; in the Territories, 116; proposed in Connec- 
id vote, 120. 

. Intercourse, President Johnson's orders re- 
g, 7, 9, 13. 

resolution on duty of, to guarantee a republican 
' government, 112; President Johnson's telegram 
•isional Governor Perry on organization of 39 th, 
imbers of 39th, 107, 108. 

T, election of 1865 on colored suffrage, and elec- 
1866, 120. 

DN OF THE United States, copy of, 1-6; Mr. SeW- 
ertificate of ratification of anti-elavery amend- 
6; President Johnson's message on proposed 
nent to, 83 ; votes on propositions of amendment, 
S. 

f, proposed National Union, 118; resolution of 
-a tic National, 118; of Pennsylvania Union and 
rat, 123; Union National, 117 ; Maryland Union, 
)uthern Unionist, 124. 

MUND, telegram respecting peace proclamation, 
imant of seat in Congress, 108. 
"ERSON, President Johnson's order for arrest of, 7 ; 
ion for trial of, 113. 

)SEPU II., resolution on elective franchise, 110. 
! National Platform of 1864, 118; Address of 
ratio Congressmen, 119, 120 ; platform of Penna., 

William, Postmaster General, 107. 
ES, proposed constitutional amendment on, 104. 
Columbia, President Johnson on proposed suf- 
1, 52 ; bill on suffrage, 114-116. 
xiAM E., qualified as representative, note, 108. 
Fkederioe, interview with President Johnson, 

(EoaaB F., qualified as Senator, noUj 107. 


Elections of 1866, returns of, 120. 

Elective Franchise in the States, resolution concerning, 
110; in Territories, to be no discrimination on account 
of color, 116 ; President Johnson's allusion to, 19, 20, 
24, 49, 52-55 ; President Lincoln, note, 24. 

Fenians, President Johnson's proclamation respecting, 17, 
18; Attorney General Speeds order for arrest of, note, 
18; resolution on, 113, 114. 

Florida, provisional governor appointed, 12 ; General Gill- 
moru's order annulling the call of acting Gov. Allison 
for meeting of rebel legislatm'o, 24 ; reconstruction, 
Steps in, 24,25; Freedmen's code, 38-41; claimants in 
Congress, 107, 108. 

Foot, Solomon, Senator, death of, 107. 

Forney, John \V., Secretary of the Senate, 107 ; allusion of 
President Johnson to, 61. 

Freedmen, orders respecting, 12, 13 ; laws concerning, 29-44. 

Freedmen's Bureau, President Johnson's veto of bill for, and 
votes on passing and repassing, 08-74 ; number of rations 
issued by, to April 1, 1866, note, 69. 

Georgia, General Gillmore's order annulling Gov. Brown's 
call for a meeting of the rebel lejpslaturo, 20; recon- 
struction, steps in, 20, 21; laws on freedmen, 32, 33; 
claimants in Congress, 107, 108. 

Grant, Ulysses S., General, report on condition of insurrec- 
tionary States, 67, .08; surrender of Lee to, 120, 121; 
orders of, to protect loyal persons and suppress disloyal 
newspapers, 122, 123, 124. 

IIabeas Corpus, annulling suspension of, in certain States, 
15; resolution on, 112; bill respectiiMc, 116. ^^ ^ 

Hale, Robert S.. amendment to District «f Columbia sTHr- 
frage bill, 114. 

IIarlan, James, Secretary of the Interior, 107. 

IlENDERiiON, James II. D., resolution on punishment of trea- 
son, 109. 

Hill, Ralph, resolution on test oath, 110. 

HoLDEN, William W., appointed provisional governor of 
North Carolina, 11; President Johnson's telegram to, 
respecting rebel debt, 19; defeated for Governor, 19. 

Homestead Act, bill extending the, votes on, 116. 

Howard, 0. 0., orders of, as Commissioner of Freedmen's 
Affairs, 12, 13. 

Insurrectionary States, President's proclamations concern- 
ing, 7, 9, 11, 13-17; reconstruction steps in, 18--8; le- 
gislation respecting freedmen, 29-44 ; President John- 
son's messages, concerning, 04-67; Lieutenant General 
Grant's report, 67, 03; I'roBidont Johnson on represen- 
tation of, 57-66,71,72; votes in Congress upon, note^ 
72; reports and propositions. 102-106; claimants from, 
for seals in Congress, and memoranda respecting, 107, 
103. 

Johnson, Andrew, Cabinet of, 107 : inauguration of, 44. 

Johnson, Andrew, Interviews and Speeches — To citizens 
of Indiana, 44-47; Nashville speech of Juno 9, 1864, 
nofg, 46, 47; to Virginia refugees, 47, 48; with George 
L. Stearns, 48, 49 ; to colored soldiers, October 10, 186^, 
49-51; with Senator Dixon, 51-52; with colored delega- 
tion respecting suffrage, and reply of, 5--55; with com- 
mittee of the Virginia legislature, 56-68; speech of 
February 22, 1806, 58-03; speech to colored people of 
District of Columbia, 63. 

Johnso.v, Andrew, Mes:jagss of — Annual, 64-66 ; special, 
on the condition of the insurrectionary States, 66, 67; 
veto of Freedmen's Bureau bill, 68-72; veto of civil 
rights bill, 74-78; veto of Colorado bill, 81, 82; on pro- 
pc'-ed constitutional amendment, 83. 

Johnson, Andrew, Orders and Proclamations of, 7-18; 
on commercial intercourse and blockade, 7, 9, 13 ; for 
trial and punishment of Abraham Lincoln's assassins, 
7; for arrest of Jefferson Davis, Clement C Clay, and 
others, 7; for release of latter, note, 8; recognizing 
Pierpoint's administration in Virginia, 8; respecting 
rebel cruisers receiving hospitality in foreign ports, 9 ; 
of amnesty, 9, 10; appointing provisional governors in 
North Carolina, Mississippi, Geoj gia, Texas, Alabama, 
South Carolina, Fbirida, 11, 12 ; respecting freedmen, 12, 
13; for return of property to pirdoned persons, Hi; re- 
specting the State of Tennessee, 13, 14 ; Passports for pa- 
roled prisoners, 14 ; paroling certain State prisoners, 14; 
withdrawins: martial law from Kentucky, 15 ; annulling 
the suspension of the habeas cnrjnis, 15 ; announcing 
that the rebellion has ended, 15, 16; President John> 
son's interpretation thereof, note, 17; in relation to 
appointments to ollico, 17 ; in relation to trials by mili- 
tary courts a:id comui ssions^ 17 ; forbidding the inva- 
sion of Canada by the Fenians, 17, 18. 

Johnson, Andrew, Tkli.orams of, to Provisional Governor 
Holden on repudiating rebel dtrbt of North Carolina, 
19 ; to Provisional Governor Sharkey, on color^d^pf- 
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frage in Mississippi, 19, 20; to Provi^nal Qovernor 
Johnson on repudiating rebel debt of Georgia, 20, 21 ; 
to Provisional Governor Perry of South Carolina on 
ratifying anti-slavery amendment, 22, on annulling 
ordinance of secession, 23, on Representatives elected 
to Congress presenting their credentials, 24; to Pro- 
visional Governor Marvin of Florida, 25 ; to Governor 
Brownlow of Tennessee on sustaining and enforcingthe 
election laws of that State, 27 ; to Governor Murphy of 
Arkansas, 23. 

Johnson, Andrew, thanks of House to, 113 ; sundry resolu- 
tions respecting. 111, 112. 

Johnson, James, appointed provisional governor of Geor- 
gia, 12, telegrams from and to, 20, 21. 

70HNST0.\, Joseph E., agreement with General Sherman, 
121, 122. 

Joint Reconstruction Committee, majority and minority 
reports of, 84-101 ; various propositions of, and votes 
upon, 102-106. 

Eellet, Wiluam D., bill to regujate suffrage in Bistrict of 
Columbia, 114. 

Kentucky, withdrawal of martial law, 15. 

EmKwooD, Samuel J., qualified as Senator, note, 107. 

Lee, R. E , surrender to General Grant, 120, 121. 

Lincoln, ABRAH^M, orders for trial and punishment of assas- 
sins of, 7 ; letter of, to Governor llahn on colored suf- 
frage, wote, 20; telegranj to General Weitzel forbidding 
the meeting of the rebel legislature of Virginia, 26. 

List op Congressmen and Claimants, 107, 108. 

LbKQYEAR, John W., resolutions on public affairs, 111-113. 

Louisiana, J. M. Wells elected Governor, 28 ; James T. Mon- 
roe mayor of New Orleans, and'pardon of, 28, 29; legis- 
lation on freedmen, 43, 41; claimants in Congress, 107, 
108. 

MJABViN, Wm., appointed provisional governor of Florida, 
• 12; claimantftf seat in Senate, 107. 

Maryland, Unconditional Union platform, 124. 

MoCuLLOcn, Uuan, Secretary of Treasury, 107. 

McPheeson, Edward, Clerk of House, lOS; telegrams of 
Provisional Governor Perry, as to action of, 24., 

Messages of President Johnson, annual, 64--66; on con- 
dition of insurrectionary States, 66; vetoes of Freedmen's 
Bureau, Civil Rights, and C olorado bills, 64-82 ; on pro- 
posed constitutional amendment, 82. 

Military Courts, effect of peace proclamation upon, note, 
17 ; order in relation to trials by, 17. 

Mississippi, rebel legislature forbidden to assemble, 19; 
reconstruction steps in, 19, 20; President Johnson's 
telegram to Provisional Governor Sharkey on col- 
ored suffrage, 19, 20; convention of colored people ,of, 
20; laws on freedmen, 29-32; claimants in Congress, 
107, 108. 

Morrill, Lot M.. amendments to District of Columbia suf- 
frage bill, 115. 

Nebraska, election of 1866, 120. 

New Hampshire, election of 1866, 120. 

New Jersey, Senator from, unseated, note, 107. 

North Carolina, provisional goveinor appointed, 11; steps 
taken in reconstruction, 18, 19: clniniants for seats in 
Senate and HdtiSQ, 107, 108 ; convention of colored peo- 
ple of, 18; laws concerning freedmen, 29. 

Office, President Johnson's order respecting appointments 
to, 17. 

Orders, Military, of General Sickles, setting aside Freed- 
men's code for South Carolina, 36-38; of General Terry 
in Virginia, 41«42; President Johnson declined to inter- 
fore, 42; of General Grunt to protect loyal persons and 
suppress disloyal newspapers, 122, 123, 124. 

Oregon, election of 1806, 120. 

Pardoned Rebels, order for return of property to, 13. 

Paroled Prisoners, passports ordered for, 14, 15. 

Parsons, Lewis E., appointed provisional governor of Ala- 
bama, 12; claimant of seat a.s Senator, 107. 

PaNNSYLVANiA, resolutions of Union and Democratic conven- 
tions, 1*23. 

Perry, Benjamin F., appointed provisional governor of 
South Carolina, 12; telegrams on sundi'y topics, 22, 23, 
24; claimant of seat as Senator, 107. 

Pheli.ips, Wendell, allusion of President Johnson to, 61 

Platforms op 1864, Union and Democratic, 117, 118. 

Provisional Governors apiwintod, 11, 12. 

Public Debt, resolution respecting inviolability of, 109; pro- 
posed constitutional amendment respeptiug, 102, 103; 
amount of, 126. 

Public Lands, legislation on, 116. 

Randall, Svmuel J., resolution on public debt, 109. 

Rebel Cruisers, proclamation concernintr, 9. 

Rebellion Suppressed, proclamation annuuncinc; the, 15,16. 

Rebels Pardoned, order lor n*turn <f property to, 13. 

Rebel Debt, proposition tp repudiate, 102, lUO; resolution 
concerning, 109 ; action of legislaturoa of insurrection- 
ary stiites on rebel State debt , 10, 21, 23, 24.28. 

Bioonstruction Committee, m^ority and minority reports 
~ 84-101; votes upon propositions of, 102-106. 
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RspRBSsnTATiON, proposod constitntipnal amend 

102-105 ; eensus tables on, 125. 
Representation of Insurrectionary States, Presid 

son's allusions to, 67-66, 71, 72, 82 ; concurren 

tion upon, note, 72 ; majority and minority rept 

84-101; bills and propositions 'relating to, 

resolution concerning, 109. 
Representatives in Thiety-Ninth Congress and Ci 

108, 109. 
Resolutions on Political Subjects, 109-114. 
Rhode Island, election of 1866, li20. 
ScHENCK, Robert C, propositions on representa 

105 ; on Fenian resolution, 114 ; on suffrage ii 

of Columbia, 115. 
Senators in Thirty-Ninth Congress, and Claim. 

108. 
Seward, Wiluam H., Secretary of State, 107 ; cer 
. ratification of anti-slavery amendment, 6; t 

to provisional governors, 21, 23, 24, 25;»r 

transmission of proposed constitutional am 

83, 84. 
Sharkey, Wiujam L., provisional governor of M 

12; action as, 19, 20; President Johnson's teh 

colored suffrage, 19, 20; claimant as Senator, ; 
Sherman, Wiluam T., agreement with General i 

Johnston, 121, 122. 
Sickles, Daniel E., order of; setting aside South C 

code, 36-38. 
South Carolina, provisional governor appointed 

construction, steps in, 22-24 ; General Gillmar 

annulling Governor Magrath's call for legisla 

President Johnson's and Secretary Seward's t€ 

22, 23, 24; failure to repudiate rebel debt, 
form of ratifying anti-slavery amendment, ! 
on freedmen, and order of General Sickles 
thereto, 34-37; claimants in Congress, 107, lOJ 

Speed, Jambs, Attorney General, 107; order for 
Fenians, note, 18. 

Stan!50n, Edwin M., Secretary of War, 107. 

Steauns, George L., President Johnson's intervi< 
48,49. 

Stephens, Alexander H., parole o^ 14; claiman 
gress, 107. 

Stevens, Thaddeus, allusion of President .Tohnso: 
resolution on representation, note, 72; pro 
from Reconstruction Committee, 103-105 ; r 
on test oath for lawyers. 111; motion not to i 
the North Carolina State government, 113. 

Stockton, John P., Senator, 107 ; unseated, note, 1 

Suffrage in District of Columbia, 114-116; in te 
116,117; vote in Connecticut, 120; President 
upon, note, 20; President Johnson, 19, 20, 24, • 

Sumner, Charles, allusion of President Johnson tc 

Taber, Stephen, amendment to homestead act, 11' 

Tabular Statements, on representation, tariff, c 
126. 

Tariff, votes on all, since 1816, 126. 

Tennessee, President Johnson's proclamation r^ 
suppression of insurrection in, 13; franchise m 

23, and President Johnson's telegram concor 
legislation on ^freedmen, 42, 43; joint resolu 
cerning, 105. 

Territories, elective franchise in, 116. 

Terry, General, order setting aside vagrant act of 

41, 42; sustained by President Johnson, 42. 
Test Oath, action of North Carolina requesting r 

19; of Mississippi, 20; vote in Ilonse on, 110, 
Texas, provisional governor appointed, 12 ; actio 

vontion, 28 ; legislation on freedmen, 43. 
Thornton, Anthony, resolution on elective franc 
Treason, Pu.mshment op, resolution respecting, 10 
Trenholm, Gi:oiiGr'. A., parole of, 14. 
Virginia, order to re-establish authority of United 

8, 9; call for meeting of rebel legislature, Jj; 

coin's telegiam forbidding it, 25; legislation, <S 

27; freedmen's code, and General Terry's onlt 

as'de vagrant act, 41, 42; claimants in Cong 

103. 
Vooruees, D\niel W., R;*pre3entativo in Thirty-Ni 

gress, lOS; unseated, note, 108; resolution c 

President Johnson's policy, HI. 
Warren, G .uvehnfur IC, General, telegrnm of 

Cunby to, prohibiting the meeting of the rebc 

turo of MisMssippi, 19. 
Wasuburn, Henry D., qualified ns Tleprec-sentative, 
Wr.LLES, Gideon, Secretary of the Navy, 107. 
West VinoixiA, bill, vot^s on, 110; election of iJ^Gi 
WiLLDY, Waitman T , amendment to District of ( 

bill. 115, 1 16. 
Williams, Thomas, resolution on withdrawal of 

force. 111. 
WiLSOn. J vMi:s F., proposition relative to rebel d 

resolution on representation, 109, 110; amoui 

District of Columbia bill, 114. 
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